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discipline of the causes of the scientific knowledge (principle of causality),
being impartial regarding the truth and the falsability of  the beliefs, and
proposing to explain these dichotomies (impartiality principle), indicating
with the same causes the false and true beliefs (principle of  symmetry).
The principle of reflexibility was the fourth principle proposed by Bloor
and it consisted on using the accomplished studies so that they have an
impact on the construction of  the sociology of  the scientific knowledge,
when applying the same study guidelines to itself and therefore avoiding its
self-refutation.

The symmetry, impartiality and causality principles have been institu-
tionalized in the wide field of  studies the science-technology-society (STS)
relation entails; nonetheless, the reflection of the scientific-technologic re-
search has taken different paths, which have dispersed and enriched the
field.

The reflexibility is complicated since when taking as a study object the
production of knowledge and of the artefacts led by other disciplines, the
experts on the STS relation reflexively turn to the study of its very episte-
mology. It is for that reason that they mix their commitment in the search
of evidences provided by the empirical studies with their large scale theo-
retical-epistemic worries, offering two scientific outcomes. In the first place,
the integration of the empiric argumentation and the conceptual demon-
stration is a beam that confuses the readers who are used to the concep-
tual/factual scissions and, right after, the relativization of the large coin-
ages elaborated by naturalists, studious of  the society, technologists and
specialists in the language of nature, the society and the artifactuality and
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A bout 30 years ago, David Bloor published his strong program on
the scientific knowledge sociology.1 The idea was that this sociology
should study its object of study maintaining a tight explanatory
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the symbolic representations, respectively; matter that confuses the large
disciplines.

The works published in this issue of Convergencia have been gathered
due to the reflexive contribution to the social researches of the science and
the technology to the social sciences, in the aspects of  the methods of
study, the perspectives of  the analytic approaches, of  the information pro-
duced and of  the sense of  the interpretations. In this way, the works pub-
lished mention the construction of  the representations from an
etnomethodologic approach, the reflection on the cognitive statute of the
actor-net theory that has significantly influenced the STS field, the heuris-
tic emerged from the computational analysis of a linguistic nature of data
bases that suggest the elimination of  the classic opposition of  quantita-
tive/qualitative, of the study and reflection of synthesis of clinic and bio-
logic approaches in the emerging of the biomedicine as a field mediated by
the regulated objectivity, of  the manipulation of  life for the production of
a cloned transgenic cow that produces human proteins, of the articulations
between STS approaches and pedagogy for the teaching of  erudite knowl-
edge, and finally, a reflection on the relations among scientific knowledge,
moral aspects and communicative action.
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