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Presentation

demographicchanges. Inthefirstplace, Latin Americawentthrough

anintense cycle of demographic growth and later, gotinto astage of
systematic deceleration. Fromacertain point of view, taking intoaccount the
low mortality rates, the steep decrease in the fecundity rateand therise in life
expectancy, demographic tendenciesare socially favorable. Population’s
growth has ceasedto represent the main preoccupation of the demographical
studies. However, changes instructures by age have determined new demands
onthe population’sside and have imposed research new challenges, aswell
astothe conceptionandapplication of populationpolicies. Tothe latterare
addedthe effects of the dominating economic model, particularly inreference
tothedeterioration ofthe population’s life conditionand the lack of ideal social
policiestofacesuchsituations. The developmentofthe 21% century demography
willbethusmarked by multiple problemsderived fromthe conjunctionamong
suchdemographictendencies, economic transformations and the ongoing
socialand political processes. Demographic research will be more oftenmore
interdisciplinary. The multiplicity of subjects will define more opendirections
asformethodological approachesandanalytic perspectives. Inthisframework,
population policieswill surely have tobe based uponwider criteria, closely
linked to the rest of social policies.

Demographicchanges, particularly the steep drop of fecundity rates started
inthemiddle ofthe 1970’s, determined innovative scenarios indifferent forms.
Inacertainway, itcould be said and proven that population policies turned
outtobe successful, butonly partially. Paradoxically, during the same period
whenthe population’sgrowth decreased substantially, the population segment
deprived from basic resources to ensure adignifying existence increased.
Neither the population policies nor the economical growth were sufficientto
containthe tendencies of social inequality and poverty. The paradoxes of the
tothe deterioration of the population’s life condition in stable circumstances
lead torethinking the demographicissue linked tothe economic development.
Inparticular,changesinpopulation’sstructuresby ageshave diverse economic

T he second half of the 20" century was a period of extraordinary
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and social consequences. The demographic aging can be seenasaprocess
expressed in two levels: among the individuals and in the demographic
collective. Theindividual grows old as passes by the different stages of the
cycleoflife; population’saging impliesthe displacement of the age-groupsand
the relative raise of the older subgroups inside the demographic structure.
Demographicaging representsanachievement,ahuman conquest, itisnota
probleminitself, butitimposesand modifies the character of social demands,
among themare: employment, health, and social security, sphereswhere the
responsible institutions are notable to face emergentsituations, to mention
some.

Changesoperate atall levels. Fecundity decrease’simpact onthe family
size hascollateral and additional consequences, especially inrelationto the
solidarity and support networks generated inhome environments. Inthe same
sense, the circumstanceswhich give birth to the called «demographic bonus»,
propose an almost lost opportunity. The recent evolution of the regional
economies has shown asevere weakness in the generation of employment
determined by the new formulas of work organization and the adoption of
technologies that limit the generation of labor positions and promote the
deterioration of the precarious occupationsamong the less qualified workers.
Inthe currenteconomic circumstancesthissocial debtisalmostirresolvable,
duetotheincrementofthe populationinactiveagesandthe intrinsic limitations
of the economical model as for employment creation and the demands of
educated workforce. Thesocial policies” maintask isto productively integrate
theactive population, beforeadult populationgrows inanaccelerated way. But
the challenge is double: it implies to absorb accumulated delays and to
incorporate the newwaorking population. The challenges, besides, donotonly
correspond to the demanded employment’s quantity butalso to their quality.
Inthisrespectitisworthy emphasizing the success possibilities of the social
policiesdo notonly depend upon the demographic environments, butalso
upontheinterrelation with the other economic, social and politic instances
which canfavor or limitthe reaches of those policies.

Inthisissue, Papelesde POBLACION includes aset of works, mostofthem the
resultofempirical, innovative and thought-provoking researchesregarding the



subjectsdealt, and besides they are opportune to define social policies. The
worksare grouped in four thematic sections.
Thefirstsectionintegratestwoarticles, the firstby Carmen A. Mir6,aLatin
American notable demographer, researcher from the Centro de Estudios
Latinoamericanos «Justo Arosemenax», where she performsanincisiveanalysis
of the demographic research evolution and the challenges it faces in Latin
America, inrelationtotopics, research linesand analytical approaches. The
secondwork, by Manuel Ordorica Mellado, researcher-professor fromthe
Centrode Estudios Demogréficos, Urbanosy Ambientalesde El Colegiode
México, currently nominated for the General Secretary position of that
institution. Thearticle analyzesthe effects of the dynamics of the demographic
componentsonthe structure by age and distinguishes the aging phenomenon
in Mexico as one of the mostrelevant problems of this century. Botharticles
shape a thematic unit of what could be thought of as the lineament of the
«Future’s Demography», at the extentof whatthey define fundamental aspects
ofthe demographicresearch’sagendain Latin Americaand Mexico.
Thesecondsection isformed by anample number of works ondemographic
aging, the trendsand their consequences upon the structures of demandsand
social services. Thefirstone isthearticle by Juan Chackiel, researcher linked
tothe Centro Latinomericano de Demografia, the article analysesthe scenes
oftheaging problematic fromthe transition stages by which the countries of the
regionundergo and emphasizes onthe characteristics that such phenomenon
willadopt. The followingarticle is by IsaliaNava Bolafios, subscribed to the
doctorate program in Population Studies from the Colegio de México, and
Roberto Ham Chande, researcher fromthe Colegio de laFronteraNorte. The
article analyzes the demographic transition scheme of social security and
savingsandexpendituresinsuchsystems, inorder toelucidate the possibilities
of making effective the demographic dividends in Mexico. The following
article, by VeronicaMontes de Oca, researcher from the Social Researches
Institute from the National Autonomous University of Mexico, and Mirna
Hebrero, researcher fromthe Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social, itisonthe
aging effectsin Mexicanhomes. The study analyzesthe experiencesof homes
withanadvanced life-cycleinwidowhood, retirement, chronic-degenerative
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diseasesand the processes of attention. Finally, the article by Jaciel Montoya
Arce and Hugo Montes de Oca, both of themare researchers from the Centro
de Investigaciony Estudios Avanzadosde laPoblacion ; thearticle isreferred
tothe tendenciesand challenges of the aging process inthe State of Mexico.

Thethird section contains four articles on monetary remittances fromthe
Mexican migrantsresiding inthe United States. The firstwork iswritten by
Rodolfo Tuiran Gutierrez, researcher-professor fromthe Instituto Tecnoldgico
Auténomo de Mexico, Jorge Santibafiezand Rodolfo Corona, researchers
fromthe Colegiode laFronteraNorte. Thearticle showsthatthe official figures
inrespectto family remittances’ amountgenerated by the Bank of Mexicoare
overstated, that notall of the registered resources by such institution correspond
to remittances. The second article by Alejandro I. Canales, researcher-
professor fromthe University Center of Social, Economicand Administrative
Sciences from the University of Guadalajara, refers to the impact of the
remittances on economical developmentin Mexico. Thiswork shows that
remittances constitute afamiliar transfer fund which has scarce or nullimpact
on the dynamics and economical development. The third article, by Jorge
Eduardo Mendozaand Cuauhtémoc Calderon, researcher-professors from
the Economical Studies Department from the Colegio de laFrontera Norte,
analyzesthe importance of the external flows derived from the economical
apertureand of the regional intensity of the remittances inregional growingin
Mexico. Finally,anarticle by Juan Gabino Becerril, researcher-professor from
the Population’s Researchand Advanced Studies Center, fromthe Autonomous
University of the State of Mexico, the article presents estimations for the
international migration from the State of Mexico and the destination of the
received remittancesinthe Tejupilcoand Almoloyade Alquisiras Municipalities,
inthe State of Mexico.

The lastsection dealswith fecundity studiesand adolescent sexual lifeand
the fertility problematicamong Mexican women. Itisformed by thearticles by
Carlos Welti Chanes, researcher fromthe Social Researches Institute fromthe
National Autonomous University of Mexico, and Alfonso Gonzalez Cervera,
researcher from the Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana-Xochimilco,
Metropolitan Autonomous University, Xochimilco. Thefirstreviews some of



the relevant stagesin the fecundity research in Mexico, itanalyzes the use of
fecundity surveys and emphasizes on the appearance of the adolescent
fecundity asresearch subject. The second, based on the National Survey on
Reproductive Health, analyzesthe sub-fecundity frequency in Mexicanwomen.
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