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Introduction

P

Resumen

El objetivo del presente trabajo es realizar un
análisis de la información demográfica y de los
principales indicadores laborales y educativos
de la población comprendida entre los jóvenes
de 15 a 29 años de edad. La información en
análisis se corresponde con los Censos
Nacionales de Población y Vivienda de los años
1970, 1980, 1991 y 2001 para el total del
país. A partir de dicha información, se realizó
una comparación histórica y sistemática de los
indicadores laborales y educativos por grupo
etáreo, dando cuenta de las principales
tendencias verificadas en ambos. Este análisis
nos permitió brindar un panorama histórico de
los cambios que se fueron sucediendo en la
situación de los jóvenes en Argentina a lo largo
de los recientes 30 años.

Palabras clave: jóvenes, mercado de trabajo,
mercado de trabajo, educación, Argentina.

Abstract

Change and social situation of the youths in
Argentina

The objective of the present work is to make
an analysis of the demographic information
and the main labor and educative indicators of
the population among the young people from
15 to 29 years of age. The information in
analysis corresponds to the National Censuses
of Population and Housing of the years 1970,
1980, 1991 and 2001 for the total of the
country. From this information, a historical
and systematic comparison of the labor and
educative indicators by age groups was made,
giving an account of the main tendencies
verified in both cases. This analysis allowed us
to offer an historical panorama of the changes
which occurred in the situation of the young
people in Argentina throughout last the 30
years.

Key words: youths, labor market, education,
Argentina.

Change and social situation of the
youths in Argentina

olitical, economic and social changes registered during the last three
decades show fundamental changes regarding the way and conditions of
life of young people. On the other hand, in the field of sociology of young

people one can identify an increase in the contributions that from different
theoretical and methodological perspectives deal with how such transformations
have had an impact on the youth sector.
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In the field of the sociology of the youth, the investigations that have studied
the transitions of the youth to the adult life mention that up to the middle of the
XX century the main activity of the youth was associated to the integration of the
labor market. In this sense, it has been observed that up to the 60’s the paths of
the youth have been structured around standardized journeys: the change from
education to employment in men and the change from education to child and
home care in the women. These paths were influenced by the differential
positions of the youth in the social structure. Nevertheless, the transformation of
the recent years modified at great length the youth paths, something which has
stimulated new reflections about the processes of transition to the adult life.

Above all from the 90’s, and in direct relation with the emergence of new
social problems – such as the crisis of protected employment and to indefinite
time – the theoretical interpretations warned of a destandarization of the youth
itineraries and paths. Regarding these last two, it has been mentioned that far
from continuing corresponding with the standardized paths as it was before, the
transitions of the youth have tended to be more extended and diversified. For
example, the transit between education and employment seems to have become
more complex, so that for many youths it means more than a moment, a process
of long duration. That process may include passing through a diversity of
situations, such as journeys in short term jobs, periods of unemployment, periods
of inactivity, and so on.

The Argentinean society, since the middle of the decade of 1970, attended a
scenery of significant changes, among them, the transformations operated in the
productive and labor market profiles. Parallel to a context of severe labor
deterioration, a tendency towards a greater education of population was evident.
Both processes suppose modifications in the situation of the population and the
youth in particular. In various research projects it was emphasized the youth was
one of the groups that were more affected by the reestructuration of the
employment structure. It was also seen, that the distribution of these impacts is
not homogeneous. Youth that come from less educative capital and less income
were the group that suffered the most severe consequences. At the same time,
it can be seen that these impacts are different if we consider various groups of
age in the interior of the youth category.
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Throughout the present text we will work with data from the Censo Nacional
de Población y Viviendas registered by the Instituto Nacional de Estadística y
Censos (INDEC). For the statistical analysis we will use the European criterion
that considers youth as the population between 15 and 29 years. According to
the range of ages and diversity of the stages that this category covers, we will
distinguish three subgroups of the same age: the first covers youth from 15 to 19
years (minor youth), the second considers youth between 20 and 24 years (full
youth) and the third with youth between 25 and 29 years of age (adult youth).

The article is organized in four sections. In the first we will make a brief
description of the evolution of the youth population in Argentina and its weight
during the last three decades. We will continue with the exposition of the
tendencies regarding the participation of the youth in the formal educative
system. In the next section we will exhibit the significant data around their
participation in the labor market. And finally, in relationship with the analysis
developed, we will produce a series of final considerations.

Evolution of youth population in Argentina

In order to characterize the youth population, we start by considering the
importance of this population group. In absolute values for 1970, the population
in the country was of 23 390 050 inhabitants, from which 5 751 900 were youth
between 15 and 29 years. So that, then, the youth represented 24.5 percent of
the population. Considering the different subgroups, the youth population was
distributed in the following way: 2 098 700 (12.6 percent) young youth, 1 950 500
(11.8 percent) of full youth and 1 702 700 (10.3 percent) of adult youth (see
appendix, table 1).

Continuing with the evolution of that population based on the census
calculations performed during the last two decades, it can be mentioned that as
a group the youth population had slight variations. More specifically during the
periods of 1980 and 1991 the population between 15 and 29 years covered 6 689
928 and 7 608 470 inhabitants, respectively. In the light of these data one can
mention the modifications regarding the importance of this sector were minimal
in the total of the population. Likewise, considering the information disintegrated
between the different subgroups of  youth of the same age it is possible to
corroborate also that the percent differences were also less during both periods.
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TABLE 1
PERCENTAGE EVOLUTION OF THE YOUNG ARGENTINEAN POPULATION

BETWEEN 15 AND 29 YEARS OF AGE.

 1970 1980 1991 2001 
Difference between  

 1970 and 2001 
      
15 to 19 years 12.69 12.03 12.59 12.26 -0.43 
20 to 24 years 11.80 11.43 10.84 12.30 0.50 
25 to 29 years 10.30 10.91 10.18 10.36 0.07 
Men 
15 to 19 years 13.00 12.40 13.01 12.95 -0.05 
20 to 24 years 11.91 11.62 11.14 12.83 0.92 
25 to 29 years 10.35 11.09 10.44 10.67 0.33 
Women 
15 to 19 years 12.39 11.68 12.19 12.55 0.16 
20 to 24 years 11.68 11.25 10.56 12.75 1.07 
25 to 29 years 10.25 10.74 9.93 10.88 0.63 

 Source: Own elaboration besed on data from National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

Finally, at the beginning of the XXI century, in Argentina, youth between 15
and 29 years were 9 082 984 inhabitants over a total of the population of 36 260
130. Therefore, youth represented a proportion of 25 percent in this society.
Translating this to the interior of the subgroups of the same age during 2001, their
way of distributions has been the following: The population of minor youth
reached 3 188 304 (12.2 percent); full youth, 3 199 339 (12.3 percent); while for
adult youth 2 695 341 inhabitants were registered (10.3 percent).

From a look into this sector, and taking into consideration the gender variable,
it can be seen that their distribution is homogeneous. Regarding the evolution that
is registered through the different periods, the proportions are kept considering
slight variations between the number of males and females. Based on the census
calculations of the 70’s, the population of males between 15 and 29 years was
of 2 871 350 and 2 880 550 women, while during 2001 these values reached 4
540 462 for males and 4 542 522 for females.
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To summarize, although in absolute terms between the intercensus calculations
it can be seen a slight population increase in the youth, we emphasize that,
throughout the period on analysis (1970 – 2001), the importance of the youth
population has been maintained relatively constant. In this regard, it is worth
mentioning that as it is shown on table 1, from the middle of the XX century up
to today, the population of youth in Argentina represents around 25 percent, i.e.
a fourth of the total population of the country.

Educative tendencies in the youth population

In this section we present the main national tendencies regarding the schooling
of the youth population. We work from the data of the different levels of
schooling reached by this population from 1970 to 2001. The information allowed
us to see, in the long term, how the results of this distribution have been for the
different subgroups of youth.

Before analyzing the data, it is necessary to mention that the structure of the
formal educative system has suffered important modifications during the 90’s.
Historically, the structure of the Argentinean educative system was organized
in different levels, a first level o primary that comprehends seven years (with age
limits between 6 and 12 years); a second level of five years (between 13 and 18
years) and a level of higher education (tertiary or graduated). While this structure
was current, the only obligatory level of education was the primary.

From the application of the Ley Federal de Educación number 24.195,
sanctioned in 1993, the structure of the educative system was modified. This
Law defined a new structure organized in a initial level (1 year), three cycles of
General Basic Education (nine years), Polimodal (three years) and higher
education1. Product of this reform, the obligatory character was extended, now
established in 10 years of schooling that comprehend from an initial level to the
Basic General Education (Educación General Básica, EGB).

Along the period, in general terms, one can verify an increase in the educative
level reached by the youth population. Never the less, this increase is translated
in a differential way to the interior of the different subgroups of youth and
particularities can be indicated for each of them.

1 Along the text we will use the terms high-school level and secondary school without distinction.
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GRAPH 1
YOUTHS BETWEEN 15 AND 19 YEARS OF AGE ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL. ARGENTINA TOTAL.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

Based on the data from the census, in 1970 the group of minor youth - 15 to
19 years - had reached the primary complete level in 87 percent and only 5.9
percent the high-school level. Whereas, during 2001, 88.1 percent had completed
the primary level and 11.8 the high-school. Therefore, and as shown in graph 1,
it is the high-school education where we find more variations.

On the other hand, among minor youth it can be observed that in the behavior
according to gender there were not significant differences, although a major
increase in the schooling level of women was registered. In this direction, the
increment in women was of 11.5 percent and in the case of males was only of
4.8 percent (see annex).

87

88.1

5.9

11.8

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1970

2001

Hasta Primaria Completa Hasta Secundaria CompletaUp to completed elementary Up to completed secondary

In the same sense, among full youth it can be corroborated that there exists
an increase. While in 1970, 74.5 percent reached the primary schooling and 20.3
percent the complete secondary, in 2001, 45.7 percent obtained the secondary
complete. This represents an increase in the percentage of youth with secondary
title in 23 percent. At the same time, an increment was verified in the percentage
of youth with complete superior title, this value increase two percent of the
population of the subgroup during the most recent census period. Considering
both tendencies it is important to mention that it was among full youth that the
biggest increase was registered regarding the schooling levels achieved.

That means, that in the data of the census we can observe a proportional
expansion of the certificates in high-school level among youth between 20 and
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GRAPH 2
YOUTHS BETWEEN 20 AND 24 YEARS OF AGE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL. ARGENTINA TOTAL.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

24 years, especially in the last period studied. The data of 2001 indicate us that
the proportion of youth with secondary level certificate doubles the proportion of
adults (graph 4). Despite this, the data are also eloquent registering that in the
same measuring more than five of each ten youth of that subgroup of age did not
count with a certificate of high-school level (see annex).

To the previous subgroup, if we compare the distribution according to gender,
one can see that the percentage of women who have completed the high-school
level is higher. In 1970, 22.3 percent of them had achieved up to the complete
secondary, while in the case of males this percentage was of 18.3 percent; two
decades after, both percentages were of 49.8 and 41.5 percent, respectively.
Regarding the evolution of the higher education level, an important piece of
information is that among women a higher increment can be identified (from 1.4
percent in 1970 to 4.3 percent in 2001).

77.6

51.3
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45.7
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In 2001, practically 50 percent of women obtained the secondary title and in
the case of males approximately 40 percent. The difference in percentage terms
between both genders is of almost 10 points. It is important to mention that in
correspondence to what has been shown in other research projects, the
existence of an accentuation of the feminization of the school registration can be
corroborated (see Annex I, graph 2). Likewise, the mentioned tendency about
the high percentage of males and women that did not obtained a certificate for
the high-school level is confirmed.
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GRAPH 3
YOUTHS BETWEEN 25 AND 29 YEARS OF AGE ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL. ARGENTINA TOTAL.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

Regarding the subgroup of adult youth – 25 to 29 years – one can see between
1970 and 2001 the same directionality in relationship to the increment of the years
of schooling. In this case, it is exposed in the graph 3, in 1970, 77.6 percent
reached the primary complete, 18.3 percent obtained a certificate of the high-
school level and 4 percent a certificate of higher education. From the census data
of 2001, the information shows us an increment in the percentage of youth that
completed the high-school level, being this variation of 18.9 percent.

Again, the proportion of youth that did not obtain a certificate in the high-
school level of education is significant. The importance regarding educative
achievements still presents difficulties for a great part of the youth of our society.
In this sense, the data are eloquent, five of each ten adult youth, the same case
as in full youth, did not finish the secondary school. A proportion that in this way
is kept constant for both subgroups.
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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On the other hand, the difference between genders regarding the obtaining
of the secondary certificate is lower that in the other groups of age. In the same
sense, 38 percent of the youth women and 36.2 percent of the males obtained
the secondary complete. It is in the case of the title of higher level where the most
important variations can be observed. So that women double proportionally the
rate of graduated in this educative level. The percentage reached by women was
of 15.8 percent, while for males it was of only 7.8 percent. This tendency ratifies
what was mentioned before about the feminization of the registration to the
higher level.
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To summarize, a group of scientific researchers has mentioned that in our
country, above all in recent decades, a significant increase of the educative
profile of the population has been produced, as well as the labor in particular, with
special importance among youth (Filmus et al., 2001; Groisman F. 2003). In this
sense, there is a broad consensus regarding that the most important transformation
was that related to the increase of the population that has obtained a certificate
in high-school level. In concordance with this, from the analysis realized, it can
be verified how the distribution of the increase of the schooling in the youth
population has been. According to this evolution the expansion of the certificate
of  high-school level and a tendency about the balance between the years of
schooling between males and females can be corroborated, above all in the cases
of full youth and adult youth.

Now, before a context of labor deterioration, the increase of the educative
credentials has signified a deepen in the process of the devaluation of the
credentials (Filmus, 2001), a dynamics that, as it has been mentioned in previous
studies from this team of work (Miranda et al., 2005), is intensified during the last
period of analysis. In the next section we will see the evolution of the main
tendencies regarding the labor dynamics of youth.

Tendencies in the labor insertion of the youth
population

In Argentina, above all during the decade of the 90’s, the persistence of high rates
of unemployment and a growing vulnerability of the youth determined that the
problems of youth unemployment turned into one of the most important topics of
the public agenda and become object of many studies (Gallart, 1993; Feldman,
1995; Jacinto, 1996). In this sense, there was consensus among the specialists
that dealt with the subject matter in which the youth constitute one of the worst
hit groups by the crisis in the labor market. The deterioration that the youth
experienced in their socio-occupational insertion can involve various consequences.
There lies its importance.

Following the census data in the period 1970-2001, among minor youth, a
decrease in the rate of activity and employment and a pronounced increment in
the rate of unemployment were registered. Various studies showed that, in the
interior of the youth population, the group between 15 and 19 years was the most
affected in terms of unemployment in Latin America (Cepal-015, 2004).
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Likewise, it has been mentioned that for this subgroup of age, the lost of
employment is parallel to the fall of the economic activity, given in a simultaneous
way to an important increment of the schooling. Based on the analysis of the
census information the tendencies were corroborated.

As we can see in figure 3, the rate of activity and of employment decreased
gradually, while the school attendance showed an increase, especially in the
middle of the 90’s. This increment was parallel to the implementation of the
Federal Law of Education (Ley Federal de Educación). We also can mention
that the rate of attendance of this subgroup of the same age shows an increase
of 33 percent between 1970 and 2001. During the first period under analysis, the
rate of attendance was of 35.5 percent, while in the most recent period is of 68.5
percent. In this way, in 1970 three of each ten youth of 15 to 19 years attended
school, while in 2001 six of each ten attended it. It is also important to mention
that the tendency to increment is seen in both, males and females.

From the labor indicators in the interior of the subgroup we can mention a
series of interesting tendencies that are worth mentioning. The rate of activity
in 1970 was of 46 percent, decreasing 31 percent through the beginning of the
XXI century. Regarding the distribution by gender, this decrease of the rate of
activity is verified in both, males and females, despite this, among males the
decrease is higher.

In the same direction, the rate of unemployment among minor youth
decreased from 43.4 percent to 11.6 percent between 1970 and 2001, respectively.
The most pronounced fall in the rate of employment is observed in the last period,
i.e. between 1991 and 2001, the percentage difference is of -20.4 percent. On
the other hand, the rate of unemployment increases from 5.6 to 17.8 percent
between 1970 and 1991, reaching in 2001 its highest peak.

In this outlook, minor youth experienced a loss of employment. Such was the
loss that it is difficult to speak about a labor market in strict terms for this subgroup
of age. It is precisely during the most recent census that only 1.1 of each 10 youth
between 15 and 19 years had an occupation. Although it is true that the census
of 2001 was performed before one of the worst crisis of our country, the rate of
employment among youth of this subgroup of age is not very different today.
Moreover, if we observe the period analyzed, we can verify that – above all in
the case of males- while at the beginning of the 70’s the labor integration
represented one option for those who did not continued with the secondary
education, nowadays this option seems to have lost validity (figure 2).
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TABLE 2
EVOLUTION OF SCHOOLONG RATES, ACTIVITY, EMPLOYMENT AND

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG THE YOUTHS FROM 15 TO 19 YEARS OF AGE.
ARGENTINA TOTAL.

 1970 1980 1991 2001 

Difference % 
between 1970 

and 2001 
      
Attends 35.5 42.5 54.3 68.5 33.0 
Activity rate 46.0 39.7 38.9 31.4 -14.6 
Employment rate 43.4 N/D 32.0 11.6 -31.8 
Unemployment rate 5.6 N/D 17.8 63.0 57.3 
Men  
Attends 36.0 40.3 51.8 66.2 30.2 
Activity rate 60.7 51.6 48.6 36.7 -24.0 
Employment rate 57.3 N/D 40.8 15.5 -41.8 
Unemployment rate 5.5 N/D 15.9 21.1 15.6 
Women  
Attends 34.9 43.0 56.7 70.8 35.8 
Activity rate 31.0 27.7 29.6 25.9 -5.1 
Employment rate 29.2 N/D 23.4 7.5 -21.6 
Unemployment rate 5.8 N/D 20.9 70.7 64.8 

 

In relationship to the full youth, tendencies indicate that unlike what happens
between the previously analyzed subgroup, the rate of activity remains constant
throughout the whole period, taking values higher than 60 percent. Meanwhile,
the rate of employment shows a pronounced decrease. In the first period of
census – 1970- the rate of employment reached 62.8 percent and during the last
38.5 percent, giving as a result a variation of -24.2 between both periods. These
data corroborate that the period has been characterized by the continuous loss
of employment and by the increase of the rate of unemployment that amounts
to 27.2 percent in 2001.2

2 In previous research projects performed by this team we mentioned that the higher unemployment
among youth is a phenomenon observed since the end of the 60’s that was reinterpreted as
“unemployment of integration”, i.e. associated with the difficulties to obtain the first employment
(Llach, 1978). In the middle of the 80’s, for a group of youth between 20 and 24 years of age, the rate
of unemployment had a value 2.3 times higher than the corresponding to the 30 years and older group.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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These changes in the labor integration of the youth are verified both in the fall
of activity of the subgroup and in the increase of the attendance to the formal
system of education; being women, as has been shown, the ones with higher
percentages of attendance.

Taking into consideration the evolution of the rate of activity, a significant
increase can be observed in the presence of the women in the labor market. In
the case of males, during the 70’s, the rate of activity was of 86.3 percent, which
decreased to 75.5 percent in 2001. While in the case of women a rate of activity
of 43.6 percent is registered in the first period and increases to 55.9 percent in
the last. Such indicators show that, in 2001, the difference in percentage terms
of the rate of activity between both genders reached 20 percent.3

This closeness between both genders occurs also in the case of employment
indicators. In this sense, in the period when we started our exploration, i.e. 1970
the value that had the rate of employment among male youth reached 83.7
percent and among female youth of 42.1 percent. So, the difference in
percentage terms between both rates exceeded 40 percent. Nevertheless, for
2001 the outlook showed significant modifications. Although in both genders a
decrease was registered in the rate of employment, among males it is of 35
percent, while for women the variation is of -13 percent. The rate of employment
was of 48.2 and 28.9 percent in males and females, respectively. Likewise, an
increase in the rate of unemployment is registered for both cases. This rate
increases abruptly in the last period of analysis 1991-2001, being higher in the
case of women (figure 3).

Finally, the labor indicators for those which we have named adult youth show
a continuous increment in the participation in the labor market (9.4 points
between both extremes) and an increase in the rate of schooling. At the same
time, we verified a decrease in the employment that is minor to the registered in
the other subgroups of the same age analyzed. The rate of activity during the first
period analyzed reached 65.7 percent, increasing 10 points in terms of percentage
in the last census period. The rate of employment suffered a decrease of the
same magnitude so far. And regarding the rate of unemployment, it increased to
26.4 percent in 2001, verifying an increment of almost 25 percent between 1970
and 2001 (figure 4).

3 In 1970, the difference in percentage terms of the rate of activity among males and females was of
42.7 percent.
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TABLE 3
EVOLUTION OF THE SCHOOLING RATES, ACTIVITY, EMPLOYMENT AND

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG YOUTHS FROM 20 TO 24 YEARS OF AGE.
ARGENTINA TOTAL.

 1970 1980 1991 2001 
Difference % between 

1970 and 2001 
      
Attends  12.2 15.1 24.1 30.8 18.6 
Activity rate 64.8 63.6 67.5 65.7 0.9 
Employment rate 62.8 N/D 60.0 38.5 -24.2 
Unemployment rate 3.1 N/D 11.0 27.2 24.0 
Men 
Attends 13.5 14.2 22.9 27.9 14.4 
Activity rate 86.3 82.2 82.9 75.5 -10.8 
Employment rate 83.7 N/D 75.3 48.2 -35.4 
Unemployment rate 3.0 N/D 9.1 36.1 33.1 
Women  
Attends 10.8 13.7 25.2 33.7 22.8 
Activity rate 43.6 42.2 52.4 55.9 12.3 
Employment rate 42.1 N/D 45.1 28.9 -13.2 
Unemployment rate 3.3 N/D 13.9 48.3 44.9 

 
Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

If we consider the gender variable, among males the rate of activity in the
historic period studied decreases 7.9 percent, on the contrary, the activity of
women increases 26.6 percent. The increase in the rate of activity of women and
the decrease of that rate in the case of males make us reflect on the tendency,
already mentioned among full youth, about the comparison between genders.
The increase of the activity of the women is significant for it indicates a closeness
with the values registered in the case of the males. If in 1970 the difference
between the rates of activity of males and females was of 60 percent, in 2001
that difference is only of 25 percent.

The closeness between genders is expressed also in the evolution of the rate
of employment. In the case of males, the rate decreased 25.9 percent between
1970 and 2001 and in the case of women it increased 6.8 percent during the same
period. So, in reference to the last census, it can be mentioned that the rate of
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TABLE 4
EVOLUTION OF THE SCHOOLING RATES, ACTIVITY, EMPLOYMENT AND
UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG THE YOUTHS FROM 25 TO 29 YEARS OF AGE.

ARGENTINA TOTAL.

 1970 1980 1991 2001 
Difference % between 

1970 and 2001 
      
Attends 4.7 6.8 9.6 13.5 8.7 
Activity rate 65.7 65.3 73.4 75.2 9.4 
Employment rate 64.6 N/D 69.3 55.2 -9.4 
Unemployment rate 1.5 N/D 5.6 26.4 24.9 
Men  
Attends 5.8 6.5 10.2 13.5 7.6 
Activity rate 95.8 93.8 93.0 87.8 -7.9 
Employment rate 94.3 N/D 88.9 68.4 -25.9 
Unemployment rate 1.4 N/D 4.4 22.0 20.6 
Women  
Attends 3.7 5.1 9.0 15.2 11.5 
Activity rate 36.2 37.4 54.3 62.8 26.6 
Employment rate 35.6 N/D 50.2 42.4 6.8 
Unemployment rate 1.7 N/D 7.5 32.4 30.7 

 
Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

activity reached 68.4 percent and 42.4 percent for males and females, respectively.
And in the case of the rate of unemployment, in both genders increases were
registered, despite this, among women this has been higher (figure 4).

To sum up, the data indicate an increment in the participation of the women
in the labor market, intense in the case of the women between 25 and 29 years
and it can be observed a fall in the economic participation among male youth. This
tendencies start to be more evident from the 90’s (figure 4). This all tends to
suggest that the behavior of males and females tends to match with each other.

From the labor and educative indicators that we analyzed, it seems important
for us to mention some tendencies that have been observed regarding the model
of family unit. In this sense, during the 70’s, it was the «family unit» the
predominant model of the domestic organization of the urban centers. This model
was structured based on the figure of the adult male as supplier – the only means
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of support for the family – and a woman as housewife that spent her time in the
education of the new generations and the care of the house (Carnoy, 2001).

The consolidation and standardization of such model implied that the labor
participation of women changed with the entry of the youth to their reproductive
stage. Demographic studies during that time showed that the economic activity
among women was strongly correlated with the marital status, for their inactivity
was frequently related to the arrival of the first child among married women. The
continuity in the tendencies towards a lower labor and schooling participation of
women led the studies to speak about a «exclusive domesticity» among youth
women. In the same sense, research warned for that time, that a great proportion
of youth women did not study nor worked and was integrated to the society only
in the familiar field (Braslavsky, 1986).

Nevertheless, in the framework of economic, social and cultural changes
produced in recent years, it seems that the choices of the youth in relationship
to the constitution of a family are being postponed (Torrado, 2003). Several
research projects have warned that twenty years ago the project of having a
family was performed at an earlier age. The change in the constitution of the
family unit is parallel to the manifest tendencies related to the increase in the
participation of the women in the economic activity.

Although such mutations are translated into deep social and cultural disruptions
of the global scenery, they are also a product of the temporary situations. Some
have mentioned that in Argentina during recent decades, the direct influence of
the unemployment and the worsening of the employment have influenced the age
to start the marital union, to start the procreation stage, the person who supplies
economically to the family (head of family) and the occupation of this person.4

Final comments

At the beginning of the XXI century, the youth population represents almost a
fourth of the total population of the country. In the first part of the present article
we have observed that from the decade of the 70’s to the present the importance

4 In this regard, Susana Torrado mentions in a recent project, published in 2005, that “…after 1990,
when the situation in the labor market tends to worsen one can verify what follows: the annual number
of marriages and births per each 1,000 inhabitants increased sharply its fall. The progression of the
percentage of extramarital births in the total of births also increased its speed; the tendency of weight
of the consensual unions also did so. And this facts are verified in the whole country”. Despite this,
the author warns that the lack of statistical information in order to study the changes that occur
regarding the organization of the family in our country (Torrado, 2005: 39).
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of this sector of the population has been relatively constant. Although there have
not been important variations of the position that they occupy among the
population pyramid, the context has changed significantly for the current youth
generations.

The social and economic transformations of the last thirty years modified the
structural conditions in which the labor integration of the youth. Before this
outlook and from the reading of the data under analysis we have seen a series
of tendencies of the labor and educative indicators. Among this group we
emphasize two central processes that occur in the youth population of our
country: a) a tendency towards a higher schooling and b) an increment in the rate
of unemployment.

Regarding the first process, along the periods between the censuses a
tendency in the increment of the educative level of the youth can be observed,
registering the highest variations in the secondary level of education. In this
framework, among minor youth, the increase of the high-school level reached
almost five percent, while for full youth was higher, reaching 25 percent. A high
increase was also registered among adult youth in the high-school level (21.4
percent). In this subgroup we can also observe that the increase in the higher
education level of education was higher (nine points in percentage terms
between 1970 and 2001). Despite that, as we have seen, these educative
achievements do not cover the whole population of youth of Argentina, for in the
XXI century there still exist an important number of youth who do not obtain a
secondary certificate.

On the other hand, regarding the educative indicators, it is worth mentioning
an increase of the participation of the youth women in the formal educative
system. I.e., that since 1970 up to today, the increase of the education of the
population was accompanied by the obtaining of higher certifications for women.

In spite of the growing evolution of the educative levels for the youth in
Argentina, there exist different possibilities of access to an education with
quality, the same that are closely related to the social sector to which they belong.
As several research projects mention, despite the spread of the access to the
primary level of education and the increase of attendance to the secondary level,
this major inclusion of the youth into the formal educative system occurs in the
framework of the persistence of the deterioration of its quality (Jacinto, 2004).
That is, this process of integration did not guaranteed the access to a education
of quality for the youth population. In this regard, there is consensus as to one of
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the most important challenges for the Argentinean education, nowadays, has to
do with the improvement of the offer of quality of the educative good.

Current debates regarding the educative system involve not only access
issues, but also involve rethinking the social role of the school in our societies.
Particularly in our country, during the decade of the 90’s it has been emphasized
that the high-school level is one of its most serious crises. In this framework the
question regarding the function of the school becomes more important in the
current social context. (Filmus et al., 2001).

Regarding the labor indicators, the problematic of the unemployment has
increased since 1970 to 2001, but it was during the last period between censuses
when it acquired relevance.5 The unemployment has affected the youth
population as a group with different levels of intensity among the subgroups of
the same age. In this regard, the rate of unemployment of the minor youth is
higher than in the cases of full and adult youth. Along the period, both, the rate
of activity and the rate of employment decreased gradually. Nevertheless, the
scant quantitative relevance of the employment in the subgroup of minor youth
occurs parallel to the evolution of their schooling. For the full and adult youth, the
rate of unemployment increases significantly during the last census period
observed for both, for males and females although it is in the case of women
where the higher percentages occur.

The labor indicators seem to show a tendency towards the resemblance in the
participation of males and females in the labor market. The increase of the
feminine participation in the labor market and its intensification during the 90’s
has been mentioned in previous research projects. In this regard, Rosalia Cortes
warns that during the period 1994-2002 the feminine rate of participation and
employment increase parallel to the increase in the rate of unemployment.

This situation is linked to the various cultural and social processes in the long
term that encouraged the feminine participation, and also to the tertiarization of
the product in the demand of labor that was directed to the feminine offer. The
feminine participation of the workforce grew during the decade of the 90’s,
partially driven by the fall of employment of the heads of family and the familiar

5 This phenomenon is not new, Argentinean researchers warned in the 80’s about the youth
unemployment that could become chronic. And in this case they emphasized that unless there is more
attention to the problem; Argentina would divide that youth even more. The dividing line would pass
between the generation of the modernization, on the one hand and the generation of the unemployment,
on the other. The consequences of a situation of this kind for the democratic stabilization would be
“unpredictable” (Braslavsky, 1986: 52-54).



227 April / June 2007

Change and social situation of the youths.. Change and social situation of the youths.. Change and social situation of the youths.. Change and social situation of the youths.. Change and social situation of the youths.. /A. Miranda et al.

income, although the creation of employment was not enough to absorb this
increase (Cortés, 2003: 69-71).

The tendencies regarding the labor and educative indicators in the long term
of the youth population are linked to the changes in the social and economic
structure operated in our societies. Although we have mentioned only some
tendencies, these occur in the framework of cultural processes of long duration
that affect the behavior of the youth population. And now, these changes, what
is the impact of them in the transitions of the youth towards the adult life? Can
we restrict the process of automatization, i. e. the achievement of emancipation
of the family unit of origin?

In this regard, despite not being able to provide answers, we consider that the
restrictions in the access to employment constitute a central problem that affects
the possibilities of automatization of the Argentinean youth. The achievement of
a full economic independence or the transformation of the own home suggests
a difficult path for many of our youth.
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Annex

TABLE 1
EVOLUTION OF YOUTH POPULATION FROM 15 TO 29 YEARS OF AGE.

ABSOLUTE VALUES. ARGENTINA TOTAL.

 

1970 1980 1991 2001 

difference 
between  

1970 and 2001 
      
15 to 19 years 2 098 700 2 341 488 2 850 105 3 188 304 1 089 604 
20 to 24 years 1 950 500 2 224 157 2 454 123 3 199 339 1 248 839 
25 to 29 years 1 702 700 2 124 283 2 304 242 2 695 341 992 641 
15 to 29 years 5 751 900 11 255 573 7 608 470 9 049 984 3 298 084 
Men 
15 to 19 years 1 058 850 1 173 841 1 417 619 1 613 030 554 180 
20 to 24 years 969 950 1 099 810 1 213 835 1 597 939 627 989 
25 to 29 years 842 550 1 050 065 1 137 361 1 329 493 486 943 
15 to 29 years 2 871 350 3 323 716 3 768 815 4 540 462 1 669 112 
Women  
15 to 19 years 1 039 850 1 167 647 1 432 486 1 575 274 535 424 
20 to 24 years 980 550 1 124 347 1 240 288 1 601 400 620 850 
25 to 29 years 860 150 1 074 218 1 166 881 1 365 848 505 698 
15 to 29 years 2 880 550 3 366 212 3 839 655 4 542 522 1 661 972 

 
Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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GRAPH 1
YOUTHS BETWEEN 15 AND 19 YEARS OF AGE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL AND GENDER. ARGENTINA TOTAL
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Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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GRAPH 2
YOUTHS BETWEEN 20 AND 24 YEARS OF AGE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL AND GENDER. ARGENTINA TOTAL.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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GRAPH 3
YOUTHS BETWEEN 25 AND 29 YEARS OF AGE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL AND GENDER. ARGENTINA TOTAL.
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GRAPH 4
YOUTHS BETWEEN OF 30 YEARS OF AGE AND MORE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL. ARGENTINA TOTAL.
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Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.

Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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GRAPH 5
YOUTHS OF 30 YEARS OF AGE AND MORE, ACCORDING

TO HIGHEST SCHOOLING LEVEL AND GENDER. ARGENTINA TOTAL.
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Source: Own elaboration based on data from the National Census of Population and Housing of INDEC.
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