
   

Theomai

ISSN: 1666-2830

theomai@unq.edu.ar

Red Internacional de Estudios sobre Sociedad,

Naturaleza y Desarrollo

Argentina

Galafassi, Guido P.

Introduction

Theomai, núm. 4, 2001

Red Internacional de Estudios sobre Sociedad, Naturaleza y Desarrollo

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Disponible en: http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=12400404

   Cómo citar el artículo

   Número completo

   Más información del artículo

   Página de la revista en redalyc.org

Sistema de Información Científica

Red de Revistas Científicas de América Latina, el Caribe, España y Portugal

Proyecto académico sin fines de lucro, desarrollado bajo la iniciativa de acceso abierto

http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=124
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=12400404
http://www.redalyc.org/comocitar.oa?id=12400404
http://www.redalyc.org/fasciculo.oa?id=124&numero=276
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=12400404
http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=124
http://www.redalyc.org


REVISTA THEOMAI / THEOMAI   JOURNAL 

THEOMAI, (EDICIÓN ELECTRÓNICA), RED INTERNACIONAL DE ESTUDIOS SOBRE SOCIEDAD,  
NATURALEZA Y DESARROLLO/ UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE QUILMES, ARGENTINA / ISSN: 1515-6443 

Dossier Introduction 
Economic Modernization and Nature in the Process  

of Globalization of Society 
  
 The world and the nations have undergone very important changes in the last decades. In spite of the post-
modern ideas about the end of the history, the survival and diffusion of the ideology of modernization can be 
seen all over the world. Of course the kind of modernization which widely prevails at present is the one that 
recognises only the supremacy of the economic market. So, economic modernization plays a protagonic role 
hand in hand with neoliberalism at present. In this context, the relationships among development, nature 
and globalization represent a fundamental point of view from which we can start to analyse critically the 
liberal and neoliberal concept of economic modernization. 
 
Thus, the first reflections made by Serge Latouche are about the utilitarianism of the modern economy. His 
article called "La nature, l´écologie et l´économie. Une approche antiutilitariste" starts considering 
the problem that the exclusion of nature into the economic rationality represents. The important exploitation 
of natural resources which is one of the basis of modern society has made the great process of 
industrialization and urbanization in the last two centuries have made possible. This nature exploitation is 
increasing at present due to globalization. This is so because a growing process of manipulation of the 
natural conditions exists in developed countries (without foreseeing its social and environmental 
consequences). At the same time an uncontrollable process of removal of natural resources is taking place in 
underveloped countries. So, it is necessary to explore new economic approaches that include natural and 
environmental conditions. 
 
Needles to say the present process of globalization has increased the degradation of the environment and 
can even get to the destruction of the "oikos" planetary. As Takis Fotopoulos says in his article 
"Globalization and the Multi-Dimensional Crisis. The Inclusive Democracy Approach" the ecological 
crisis is part of a multidimensional crisis extending to the economic, political and cultural levels. Likewise, the 
concept of globalization implies different technological, political, cultural and social aspects. But it is 
important to point out that the ultimate cause of the present multidimensional crisis is based on the power 
concentration that arises from the conditions created by the present internationalized market economy. 
 
Taking into account the complexity of the process of globalization – instead of the simple version that 
neoliberalism wants us to believe – the relationships between local and global levels represent a fundamental 
thematic to analyse. Therefore it is important to consider what kind of sustainability is necessary to reach a 
real integrated development. That is what Ivano Spano tries to examine in his article called "Quale 
economia per una ridefinizione del rapporto globale/locale? Sostenibilita´/ Autosostenibilita´:   
lo sviluppo integrato". 
 
Finally, the article of Judith Cherni called "Globalization and Environmental Sustainability in cities of 
Developed and Developing Countries", studies a particular point related to the economic modernization 
in the global world. It is focused on the urban changes. The author is interested in the degradation of the 
environment and the possibility of a sustainable development in the cities. Assuming that many processes 
which affect the urban conditions are established at global level. 
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