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JEAN-FRANÇOIS LESSARD

This article is an attempt to fill, in part, the vacuum 
left by texts concerning identity. The author seeks 
to demonstrate how a true “world-society” has begun 
to develop, beginning largely with a new global imagery 
and the spread of a global culture, dominated by pro-
cesses of hybridization. This world-society in formation is 
already endowed with identifiable fundamental principles: 
a global imagery that is becoming more prevalent every 
day; new problems and new questions that must be used 
to constitute a global audience, as well as to transform 
and influence the collective imagery. A global framework 
is being added to local and national frameworks, as well 
as to such other frameworks as religion and family. This 
global framework challenges mainly the national frame-
work. Global culture, which is the other major axis of 
this world-society in gestation, is spreading with great 
strength, assisted by the culture industry. From the non-
lieux to the new panoramas of our own era, we are wit-
nesses to this expansion.

MIGUEL ÁNGEL VITE PÉREZ

In this article, the author proposes the existence of  social 
facts requiring new sociological concepts that differ from 
the old notions of class, territory, nation, etc. At the same 
time, however, in order to be understood, the process 
of globalization must be analyzed as a component of 
the plan for Western modernity. The crisis between 
management and salaried workers, and its implications 
for the collective well-being as managed by the State, is 
analyzed in order to explain the economic and political 
rise of financial capital, the consequences of which 
are seen as a discourse of individual autonomy in 
the plan for Western modernity. The relationships 
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established between the salaried worker and the 
State as organizers of life within society and also, 
to a certain extent, as part of the support for the 

modernity plan, are also present, in one way or another, 
in the way globalization is configured. Thus, globalization 
cannot be defined by isolated actions, but rather as the 
interconnection of those actions.

JULIO JUÁREZ

Political marketing faces a number of challenges in regard 
its research and conceptual definition. The work analyses 
three limitations concerning the study of political marketing, 
namely, its operational definition, causality, and methodologi-
cal eclecticism. Furthermore, assuming both a normative and 
a predictive nature of political marketing, conclusions highlight 
the conflict between rationality and irrationality in political 
marketing. Thus, a definition of voter behaviour on the basis 
of marketing research may result in a narrow understanding 
about the possible effects this practice has in the political pro-
cess. It is also concluded that political marketing can provide a 
framework to help politicians and political parties to cope with 
uncertainty across political markets.

ALBERTO AZIZ NASSIF

For many years, Mexican authoritarianism was thought 
to be protected by an electoral system that distorted 
the will of its citizenry and the possibility for alternation 
of political power. After the electoral system began to 
promote competition and alternation of power, people 
were tempted to think that democracy could be built 
almost automatically. However, it can now be affirmed 
that democracy in Mexico has significant problems that 
go beyond those surrounding the voting process and 
political representation. This study proposes a hypoth-
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esis concerning what we have termed as first- 
and second-generation problems in Mexican 
democracy. “First-generation problems” address 
the question: How do we achieve elections that involve 
true competition, thus assuring the possibility of alterna-
tion and pluralism? The issues involved are equitable 
rules, transparency, and the possibility of alternation. 
“Second-generation problems” focus on researching 
ways to achieve good governance, and also the reasons 
why it is not achieved. The goal is to understand the 
opportunities available for ending authoritarian styles of 
governance, abuses of power, arbitrary decisions, public 
resources being treated as private property, and the sys-
tematic corruption that has permeated the public arena 
for decades. Examples of two regions (Chihuahua and 
Jalisco) are provided.

JORGE ALONSO SÁNCHEZ

This article describes trends in the Guadalajara electorate 
that have developed over the course of various elec-
tions. Municipal elections and elections for local deputies 
are described separately, and contrasts by districts are 
observed. Elections are “hot” or “cold” depending on 
the impact of the economic and political climate and of 
the candidates themselves. Seen in perspective, elec-
tion results allow for seeing the existence of a bipartisan 
configuration that is less and less differentiated, but also 
pricked from time to time by the irruption of a third 
alternative.

MARGARITA CAMARENA LUHRS, CÉSAR GILABERT, ANDRÉS 
VALDEZ, AND MARIO SALGADO

To determinate functional subsystems of urban and rural 
micro regions in Los Altos of Jalisco, there are applied 
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several criteria to value real capabilities for devel-
opment, including among these forces, funda-
mentally, the space produced through interaction 

among social groups between different places. In this way, 
we are looking for the urban and rural centers belonging 
to Los Altos of Jalisco, that may work to satisfied a series 
of economical requirements such as: insertion through 
production and employment, incorporation to wider 
circuits of global circulation, production and distribution 
of products and services in order to guarantee its further 
development.

JAIME PRECIADO CORONADO

After the demonstrations in Seattle, the integration and 
globalization of finance and trade have begun to encounter 
actors excluded from these processes to varying degrees. 
This calls into question the complex civic identities that are 
emerging beyond national identities, hindering the inclu-
sive cosmopolitan identities being proposed as worldwide 
alternatives to globalization and accentuating the crisis of 
the traditional democratic model of governability. A group 
of heterogeneous actors who  developed from dissimilar 
political trends (mainly anarchists, Trotskyites, and social-
ists), citizen identity affirmation movements, environmen-
tal protection, and multiculturalism (ecologists, ethnic and 
sexual minorities, etc.), rural and urban unions, regional 
religious groups, and human rights organizations, actors 
who confront the globalized spread of the neoliberal 
model from two perspectives: resistance to and total 
denial of globalization (“globalphobics”) or development 
of fundamental alternatives to the destructive effects of 
globalization (“global critics”). These alternatives conceive 
of deliberative democracy as a complex, bottom-up man-
agement system.

Abstracts      No. 27



Espiral: Estudios sobre Estado y Sociedad es una revista cuatrimestral de investi-
gación científica de la División de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad del Centro Uni-
versitario de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades de la Universidad de Guadalajara.

• Está abierta a investigadores de ciencias sociales nacionales y extranjeros.
•  Publica artículos inéditos que sean producto de investigaciones. Sólo en casos 

excepcionales, por su oportunidad y calidad, se aceptará publicar artículos que 
aparezcan en revistas de otros países.

•  Todos los artículos serán sometidos al arbitraje del Consejo Editorial, 
que los remitirá al dictamen de especialistas en el campo de investigación 
respectivo.

•  Quien envíe un manuscrito se compromete a no someterlo simultáneamente a 
la consideración de otras publicaciones.

•  Los artículos deberán presentarse en disquete y con dos copias impresas.
• La extensión del escrito deberá ser de 15 a 30 cuartillas, incluidos cuadros, 

gráficas, notas y bibliografía. Las cuartillas serán de 28 líneas (64 golpes por 
línea, separadas a doble espacio).

•  El artículo se deberá acompañar de su resumen o abstract (con una extensión 
aproximada de diez líneas), la indicación de cinco palabras clave, así como el 
señalamiento del cargo que ostenta actualmente el autor, la institución a la cual 
está adscrito y su dirección electrónica, si la tiene.

•  Cuando se cite o aluda a un autor, hágase la referencia en el mismo texto entre 
paréntesis, poniendo apellido del autor, año de la publicación citada: páginas 
citadas; por ejemplo: (Bowers, 1986: 90-95). Esto obliga a tener un apartado de 
bibliografía, ordenada alfabéticamente. Las notas a pie de página se utilizarán 
para hacer comentarios y aclaraciones.

• Para su dictaminación, se aceptan artículos en inglés o francés; pero, 
de ser aceptados, para que puedan ser publicados deberán traducirse 
al español, lo cual será responsabilidad del autor.

Toda correspondencia para Espiral, favor de dirigirla a:
División de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad
Centro Universitario de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades
Universidad de Guadalajara
Guanajuato, núm. 1047
Col. La Normal. C. P. 44260
Tel. (33)38 19 33 52
Guadalajara, Jalisco. México
Correo electrónico: espiral@fuentes.csh.udg.mx

Este número de Espiral se terminó de imprimir
en abril de 2003 en los talleres de

Ediciones de la Noche, Guadalajara, Jalisco


