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ODILE  HOFFMANN

CLAUS  OFFE

The ups and downs of the so-called European left are investigated from the
perspective of the end of the authoritarian socialism and the end of the Cold War.
There is a slip to the right of the political spectrum. The apathy and political
desintegration in the Europe of the end of the century are analized.  The consequences
of the expansion of national States towards transnational economical alliances are
visualized. After the 1989 liberations, pessimism and uncertainty have come up. New
challenges emerge that could keep on classifying themselves as right or left trends.

CARLOS  B ARBA

In this article, different diagnosis of modernity offered by Anthony Giddens, Niklas
Luhmann, Alan Touraine and Jürgen Habermas are compared. Their different outlooks
are pointed out, as well as their explicit agreements on the nature of present society,
and lines of empiric investigation that confront their questions are suggested.

MARIA  L ORENA  COOK

On the era of the NAFTA, new interests, new resources, new allies and new arenas
have been created for strategic action by both governmental and non-state actors.
Whereas many popular organizations considered the NAFTA a continuation of
inequality, they also found a juncture for the emergence of transnational coalitions of
popular shape. That was how support networks were formed between Mexican and
American workers.

Many non-state organizations overcame their distrust towards their northern
neighbors. There was mutual support to press the United States Congress. Due to the
NAFTA debate, there was a change not only in the institutional development and
economical integration which had already been changing, but in the political context
and the correlation of forces between several actors, and the meanings that people
have attributed to the developments in each country and their availability to get
involved with their counterparts and allies beyond their own borders.

JORGE  REGALADO

Analysis of conditions and way in which the political forces of the opposition were
shaped before and during the electoral campaing for the presidency of Mexico in 1994.
The texto is written over the political transition towards democracy, and it explains the
movements have been created in favour or against that change.

M IGUEL  HERNÁNDEZ

A re-reading on a key text for national political history is made. The succession of
1910 and 1994 share a junctural circumstance of political crisis: the rupture of the official
speach over democracy. The context of the Madero’s text is located and analyzed. It
is emphazised how, still in 1994, the desire proposed by Madero has not been
accomplished.
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Geografía del poder

GUADALUPE  RODRÍGUEZ  GÓMEZ  AND  GABRIEL  T ORRES

This essay centers on the study of two organizations of agricultural producers that
gave recently emerged in Jalisco, El Barzón an COMAGRO. These producers got
togheter searching for econocmic and political alternatives to cope with the "worst
crisis" or Mexican rual production in recent years. Intersestingly, these organizations
attracted a good deal of farmers fron all over Mexico while establishing themselves as
political forces in Jalisco. We argue that the present "modernization" of agricultural
production in Mexico es the outcome of ongoing negotiationa and struggles between
Mexican state apparatus and agricultural producers. Our analysis is based upon the
understanding of policy making as an interlocking process between different parties.
Althoug we analytically identify three stages of this process -desing, implementation,
and outcomes-, our discussion centers ont the examintation of the sequence of
canflicts and accommodations in which the members of these two organization have
been involved.

This essay is divided in of conflicts and accommodations in examine the large
neoliberal economic policis, particularly those unfolded by the Plan Nacional de
Modernización del Campo (National Program for Rural Modernization) (1989) and its
practices. The second section is a study of the interrelationship between these policies
and the distinctive strategies of COMAGRO and El Barzon. The third part is a discussion
on the processes of negotiation, struggles, and adjustment carried out by these
organizations. Finally, we close the discussion offering some reflections about short -
and mid-term perspectives foru policy making.

V ERONIQUE  M EUNIER

This article shows the complex processes of struggle for the land and production
through which a group of applicants has gone, in the South of Jalisco. It is focused on
studying the problems they face once they were constituted as collective common land
(ejido colectivo) in times of neoliberal modernization, in which the commercial opening
and privatization prevail. The detailed ethnography of the common land 5  de
Noviembre  (County of Zapotiltic) turns out to be very useful to understand the
contradictory dynamic, unfavourable to the low income producers, and allows to see
the everyday difficulties that they suffer in order to survive, which do not enable them
to capitalize and consolidate their economies.  Also, it is shown how different influences
and interests merge, which dominate over the collective. Finally, some development
perspectives that are opened or closed for the common lands are cleared out, and the
effects of the agricultural modernization are visualized, particularly over what the end
of the agrarian distribution and common land reforms mean.

S ERGIO  S ÁNCHEZ

It is a report over the main union streams or trends prevailing during the decades
of the 70’s and 80’s in Mexico. Various expressions are identified in both the state and
left syndicalism. Positions of independent syndicalism before the reorganization
process are analyzed, and possible scenes for an inmediate future are pointed out.
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