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AbstractsGUILLERMO  DE  LA  P EÑA

The vision of unilineal history is criticized. Individualist culture is analyzed. This
last one was controlled by social welfare and collective negotiation culture, which
came into crisis. The individualism reappeared in the globalization era. The
individualist culture of the global era is questioned by other cultural propositions.
There are rejections to the mercantilist reductioning. The globalization has not
sustituted the local ability to organize cultural differences. The new social
movements do not intend to come back to corporativism, neither to state
protectionism. A new community culture is gestating.

ARACELI  IBARRA  B ELLON      F ERNANDO  L EAL  CARRETERO

For historical reasons (and a certain intellectual laziness), we are inclined to
think of capitalism as a single social and economic structure. The partially recent
flourishing of capitalist cultures, which significantly depart from the liberal model
-first in the European continent, then in the Asian subcontinent- has imposed upon
us the urgent task of analyzing such diversity. The urgency of this task is particularly
poignant for Mexican social scientist, given the embryonic state of capitalism in this
country. This paper suggest and briefly describes 22 criteria, both at the macro and
the micro levels.

S USAN  S TREET

This article presents a synthetic report of some of the major conclusions of
a study into a particular Mexican social movement: the federal-level public school
teachers from Chiapas (1979-1992). The discussion is placed in the context of
theoretical and methodological issues believed to be relevant for current research
on democracy in Mexico. By reflecting on her own category-construction process,
which is used to present the Chiapas case material, the author suggest ways
analysts could more critically approach popular struggles’ efforts towards
democratizing the authoritarian regime. An argument is put forth for conceptualizing
“human dignity” as a fundamental component of popular democracy, one which
emphazises democracy’s substance over and above its procedures.

MARCO  A UGUSTO  GÓMEZ  S OLÓRZANO

The author presents an analysis  of the limits of labor participation schemes
in the United States. It questions said schemes of workers’ participation or
involvement in the labor processes they are part of, as a result of the consolidation
of the neoliberal program, which has implied deep reforms at the macro and
micro-economic levels, in order to free the capital of the restrictions to the “free”
enterprise.

In this sense, U.S. legal practice favours individuals rights above collective ones,
for instance, thru “desunionizing”, which purpose is to mine the basis of the power
of organized work, accelarating the declining of trade unions, which have not been
capable to grant the workers an alternative protection.
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ADRIÁN  S OTELO  V ALENCIA

This paper shows an exhaustive presentation of how labor markets in Mexico
suffered main changes upon the productive and technological restructuring of
work processes and in labor relationships, during the 80’s.

First, the study is placed within the historical context of the development of
capitalism in Latin America and particularly in Mexico till 1982.

Then the discussion presents the features of the gestating New Economical
Model, studying impacts and effects that are presented in the paper in general, and
about the formation of the “new internal work markets”.

IGNACIO  MEDINA  NÚÑEZ

The paper presents the development of the telephone communication in
Mexico since the end of the 19th Century to the introduction process of the
optical fiber at the beginning of the 80’s. The constitution of TELMEX is located
in this process in 1947, first with the integration of two transnational companies,
then as a private company in 1958, later as a semi-official (state) enterprise in 1972,
and finally within its process to become a private company again.

Before the technological modernization process of the 80’s, it is intended to
show that the telephone labor union could survive, achieving to keep their union
personnel on one side and, on the other, affecting positively certain plans of
telephone expansion with new labor relationships.
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