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Translation by
Ivan Dale

S ERGIO  P ÉREZ  CORTÉS

This work is an excerpt of the history of morality. Assuming that lying is a moral
problem, you are taken through history from San Agustin to Emmanuel Kant,
showing the series of mandates, prescriptions, and arguments which have been
offered to the individual to prohibit him from lying. The article seeks to prove if
lying is always reprehensible, then the reasons for prohibiting it are numerous: such
as sin, dishonor, or an infringement of liberty of the individual. The denial of lying
rests on that which civility always considers the bravest. This work, which forms
part of an investigation with the same title currently in progress, narrates a part,
insignificant if you like, of Western morality.

A LFONSO  IBÁÑEZ

The reflection seeks to affect what is happening in Latin America within the
critical-practical trend of the so called «education of the people». Thus the project
of «intellectual and moral reform» is evoked, making notes about the union that
demonstrate their political and cultural relevance in the complex context of the
end of the century.

JUAN  CASTAINGTS  T EILLERY

In the article the thesis is upheld that the key symbolic processes, on which
the Mexican economy is based, find themselves immersed in a deep global crisis.
Consequently, the understanding of the economic aspect of the crisis requires a
perception of the global symbolic structure on which the Mexican society is
founded. Neoliberalism has not only destroyed the material foundations of the
economic reproduction, but has also upset its symbolic, cultural, and imaginary
foundations.

The article is divided into three parts. The first shows the breaking-up of the
three foundation pillars of social stability: employment, money, and the State, as
well as the symbolic support of the latter. The second indicates social illness arising
from this disintegration and is the cause of a structural economic crisis. The third
deals with the relationship between confidence and culture and the origin of the
confidence crisis which is disrupting social values and the economic processes.

ANDRÉZ  VALDEZ  ZEPEDA

This essay examines, from an integrative perspective, the causes of the
political changes experienced in Jalisco in 1995, the absence of postelectoral
conflicts, the action taken, the improvements achieved by the current PAN
Government, and the future material challenges of political and social reform.

JAIME  ANTONIO  P RECIADO  CORONADO

With the beginning of this decade came the first post cold- war elections. Such
processes face a novel question; Is there a possible positive correlation between
the boom in the world economic market and the democratic proceedings in Latin
America? There is no unanimous answer on the part of the protagonists who were
elected during that period, nor on the part of social scientists studying such
processes. Although the economic reform of structural adjustment is taking the
lead as regards political reform, this is forcing a wide reconsideration concerning
the aims and results of the transition processes, consolidation or democratization
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of the countries of the region. This reflection is set in an era in which market
globalization is dominating the international agenda, which in turn, is revolutionizing
the State and its political and governmental institutions, as well as the connections
of that group to society.

P ATRICIA  A RIAS  AND  JORGE  DURAND

The article describes and analyzes two forms of non- agricultural industrial
development in rural regions; the great industry exemplified in the textile town of
El Salto, Jalisco, and the small industry, starting with the case of hat-manufacturing
in San Fransisco del Rincon, Guanajuato. The general hypothesis is that both forms
of industrialization contributed to the emergence of different cultural micro-
regions of employment which had consequences, not only for the future of the
industries, but also to organize and define the future of the places where they were
situated, life and the cultural scene, and the workers who made it all possible.

S ANTIAGO  B ASTOS

This article seeks to understand the present situation of the Indians of Latin
America from the perspective of the nation. It is based on the contributions of
Anderson (1983) concerning the emergence of nationalism, of John and Jean
Comoroff (1992) concerning the birth and permanence of ethnicity, and three
particular locations, Guatemala, Mexico and Bolivia. At the start it is argued that
the form which ethnicity is taking in Latin America is inseparable from the way in
which the nations of this subcontinent were formed. Subsequently it is shown how
the present movements of ethnic vindication assume parts of the nationalist
speech, placing in this area the necessity for political autonomy. Finally, these
proposals are made in relation to others with classist content also present in the
discourse of the Indian organizations, in which its meaning and possible consequences
are discussed.
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