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AbstractsJORGE  A LONSO

With regard to the electoral circumstances in the United States
in 1996, the struggles which occurred in connection with the North
American Free Trade Agreement, in a situation similar to that of four
years earlier, are examined. The principal points of view in terms of
this treaty are presented, and it is explained how, with time, the
arguments of the public opposition have shown its validity.

GLORIA  A LICIA  CAUDILLO  F ÉLIX

In this work a study is made of indigenous discourse, seeking to
show that, although the document is written in Spanish, by doing an
in depth reading of the text we discover a view of the world as
perceived by the West. The cosmic conceptualization of the four
corners of the world being balanced by one central point, which is
the link between the top and the bottom, the dimorphism based on
the opposing sources and how they complement each other to find
the balance, or the cyclic perception of time closely related to space,
refer undoubtedly to a cultural rationality particular to the indigenous
peoples, in particular the Mayan culture.

F RANÇOIS  DEMERS

The text analyzes the transformation of the political discourse
due to its adaptation to the communication of the masses, achieved
by television. In this context the electoral campaign of November
1989 in Quebec, Canada, is considered.

JAVIER  AGUILAR  GARCÍA

The post of Secretary General of the CTM has been held by Fidel
Velázquez for more than five decades. His duration in the political
and union power is not a very common occurrence in Latin America
and many other countries.

This leader is older than the party in power and, of course, has
participated in its fundamental activities. Fidel Velázquez is, without
doubt, the most outstanding leader in the  history of Mexican unions.
In this essay his main activities are reviewed.

GUILLERMO  DE  LA  P EÑA

The activities that generate monetary incomes which are not
submitted to the state regulations are called “informal” economy. In
this article, empirical materials are presented which were collected
in the metropolitan area of Guadalajara during the 1980’s. It is argued
that the “informality” is not characteristic of the low income class, on
a small scale, but it is a situation that might be present in any type of
business. The lack of control is not due to the government officers’
ignorance of the existence of such activities. Against the neoliberal
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theses which attribute “informality” to an excess of business power that is
seeking to break the red tape of the State, and corruption is defined as a
pragmatic measure to evade inadequate regulations, it is proposed that
the relationship between both phenomena must be understood within
the context of social inequality, of the economic endemic crisis and the
authoritarian corporativism as an eminent form of political representation
in Mexico, due to an absence of  genuine democratic institutions.

IGNACIO  RAMÍREZ  MUÑOZ

As of the new economic crisis in Mexico, which began in December
1994, this article claims a direct relationship with the magnitude of the
migratory process of Mexicans to the United States. The migration is
magnified not only when there is a center of attraction to the North, but
when the prime focus of expulsion becomes crucial in the traditional pla-
ce of origin of the immigrants. The Mexican economic crisis has accelerated
the migratory process. The United States Government has only been willing
to solve this situation by means of the military and the police.

E NRIQUE  MARROQUÍN

The adequate understanding of the armed conflict in Chiapas requires
a review from the point of view of religion. Through a general overview of
the previous rebellions, it can be concluded that the explanation of the
Zapatista movement does not lie completely with the socio-religious cau-
ses, but it can not be overlooked as a factor for its comprehension.

Zapatism is encountered in an open religion, plural and tolerant
environment, which allows it to be viewed sympathetically and to count
on the participation of Catholics, Evangelists and Atheists. A scene of massive
religious conversion of the natives to Protestantism is presented and, on
incorporating religion into the capitalist system, new forms of conflict
among the different churches, as well as sudden transformations in the
community, are generated. This situation puts the traditional religious system
at risk and facilitates the creation of new religious options.

The background to understanding the movement in Chiapas is found
in the interecclesiastic conflicts experienced by the Catholic church, the
conflict between distinct religious systems, and the political conflict.

MTRO . C ARLOS  B ARBA  S OLANO  Y
MTRA . E LENA  DE  LA  P AZ  HERNÁNDEZ

An interpretation is made of the manufacturing sector of Jalisco,
represented by the industrial park located in the Metropolitan Zone of
Guadalajara, where 63% of the industrial establishments are concentrated.
This essay expounds the consequences of globalization of  the national
manufacturing sector and the effects of  the commercial opening and the
change of the national industrial development strategy of businesses in
Jalisco, taking into account the line of business and size of the latter.
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