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Neoliberal Globalization as a Passive Revolution
Carlos Javier Maya Ambía

A critical assessment of neoliberal globalization can be considerably enriched by using
the conceptual apparatus constructed by Antonio Gramsci to explain the
modernization of capitalism that took place during the 1920s and 1930s, known by
the names of Americanism and Fordism.

After highlighting the central elements of Gramsci’s stance on the matter, this
paper proposes a recovery of the Gramscian concept of the passive revolution, which
would allow the focus of analysis to be placed on the question of hegemony and for
several forms of the state —Keynesian, Neoliberal— to be considered in terms of the
attempts made by the dominant class groups to overcome crises of both economics
and hegemony.

By criticizing some of the basic principles of neoliberal ideology, the text offers
some elements for a noneconomistic interpretation of neoliberal globalization.

Just-in-Time and Kanban Systems: A Paradigm for Production
Huberto Juárez Núñez

Just-in-Time and Kanban systems arose during the reconstruction of the Japanese
economy in the middle years of the 20th century. The automobile corporations (Toyota
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in particular) succeeded in critically analyzing the weaknesses and strengths of Fordism
and, following those lines, found alternative routes that proved how important they
were when, during their elevation to the international stage, they provided answers
to certain systemic problems of capitalism. Their impact on productive structures
has been enormous: they have encouraged other forms of industrial integration (lean
production, modular production) and they have radically changed the cultures of
management and labor with respect to concepts such as productivity and quality.
This paper provides an overview of these systems’ development, their transfer to the
international stage, and their recent repercussions on transformations within
the automobile industry.

Globalization and Foodstuffs: Trends and Countertrends
Magda Fritscher

This paper attempts to explain why the agricultural sector behaves atypically vis-à-
vis globalization, particularly as regards basic aspects of its dynamics, such as mobility,
flexibility, and decentralization of production. Thus, for example, physical and spatial
determinations and the natural constraints present in agricultural processes invest
the activity with inflexibilities that render it incompatible with the global paradigm.
In turn, the food industry also behaves atypically, largely on account of the nature of
its ties with the primary sector. Finally, political and cultural factors, such as
protectionist farm policies and consumption patterns that favor local and organic
production methods, also help hold back global influences in the food sector.

The Puebla-Panama Plan in the Context of Hemispheric Integration
Alejandro Álvarez Béjar

The USA is at present the central driving force behind several economic integration
processes in the continent, most notably a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).
Against that backdrop, Mexico is striving to play its own role within Central America:
thus, the Puebla-Panama Plan (PPP) —although it appears like a regional development
strategy aimed at “national rearticulation” by attenuating the economic imbalances
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that exist between the north and south of the country— is an attempt, on the one
hand, to promote integration between the nations of Central America and Mexico
and, on the other, to integrate Mexico and Central America with the United States.
Because of its content and budgetary priorities, the PPP has to date been dominated
by tendencies that would open the region up to the interests of large-scale domestic
and foreign capital rather than work to close the gap in human development.

Cabeza de Vaca: An Intercultural Encounter
Aleksandra Jablonska

This essay analyzes the interpretation offered by the motion picture Cabeza de Vaca
of the encounter between cultures and consequent transformation of the identities of
the participants in that experience, which is a central theme in Los naufragios, a 16th-
century text on which the film was based. This enables the way in which the film has
updated the sense of that event to be identified. It is argued that the transformation
of the intercultural encounter’s meaning has major ideological implications, which
distance Echevarría’s film from the radical and militant tradition of new Latin American
cinema, although the work still follows its esthetic and narrative lines.

A Critical View of Traditionality and Modernity
H. C. F. Mansilla

The elimination of premodern institutions and conceptions is generally believed to
be essential and, consequently, positive if we are to speed up historical evolution and
attain the longed-for goal of material progress. From the perspective of modernity,
traditionality has been considered fundamentally negative. However, the process of
modernization involves destructive factors that have only recently begun to be
perceived realistically. Some premodern elements deserve a better fate within
intellectual awareness, such as religion as a source of meaning and comfort, the
conception of art and literature as an esthetic based on beauty, and some values that
cannot be quantified in material terms.
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International Law and Foreign Policy: An Approach to Reality
Andrea Christianne Zomosa Signoret

This article presents a general theoretical analysis of the relationship between
international law and foreign policy, with the aim of casting some light on the currency
and enforcement of the former within international relations. It thus suggests that
states should normally respect the codified or customary rules that, over time, have
created a corpus of legal thought that regulates the behavior of most nations. It also
presents, from the perspective of the decision-makers, the reasons why states can
choose to observe or violate these precepts.

Challenges of Union Democracy: The Case of the SITUAM

Ignacio Gatica Lara

The crisis in trade unionism —understood as the apathy of workers in belonging to
a union, dwindling relevance of union leaders, and an inability to respond effectively
to the new challenges posed by global economics and technical and organizational
innovations— is a broadly accepted fact. This paper maintains that the crisis is generally
attributed to factors external to union organizations, and less emphasis is placed on
the possible impact of endogenous elements. Among the latter factors, it is suggested,
is the type of union democracy that is practiced. Working from this general
supposition, the paper studies how legitimacy and representativity have been
constructed in the specific case of one university trade union.

The Social Sciences and Their Ties with Medical Science
Verónica Gil Montes

This article addresses the relationship between social sciences and medicine, and it
describes the first guidelines that gave shape to what we now know as social medici-
ne. It offers an overview of some of the research these two disciplines have carried out
in our country, including studies of the history of medicine, of gender studies, and of
social security.
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Disequilibrium, Stability, and Price Formation:
A View from a Classical Perspective
Jorge Ruiz

This article contains two classically inspired offerings that address the problem of
price formation and stability. Its starting point is a situation of disequilibrium, whereby
there is no uniformity in profit rates, and it goes on to explain the way in which the
process of capitalistic competition leads to the convergence of market prices and
equilibrium prices.

It aims to show that there is no consensus about how to formalize the process
of classical competition, and to showcase the current problems, which must be taken
into account if a satisfactory solution is to be reached. These problems include: the
functioning of the economy, price formation, quantity formation, and the conditions
needed for convergence.

Banished from the Polis
Patricia Gaytán

Hannah Arendt has provided political theory with a view of politics as something
that is essentially human, egalitarian, democratic, and plural. This article inquires
into the role that the author gave to the feminine condition in her work and attempts
to offer a critical assessment of the aspects of her thought that allow us to identify the
contributions and question the obstacles that arise from it with respect to democratic
participation by women.

Three kinds of source are used: explicit references to feminist movements and
the status of women in her works; implicit references in her works that provide
important insights into the issue; and biographical data that reflect the author’s per-
sonal position.


