
 

 

 

 
Abstract

The present article addresses the methods of construction employed by Japanese immigrants, who settled the city of Registro, in

the region of the Ribeira valley of Iguape, located in the State of Sao Paulo, in the year of 1918. This settlement received

incentives from the State Government of Sao Paulo, in order to promote the colonization of the Ribeira valley of Iguape, as well as

to boost local economical development, by means of expanding the agricultural production of coffee to this region. The

characteristics of this group of immigrants were notably different from others, due to fact that they arrived in Brazil already as

landholders, sponsored financially and logistically by a Japanese private company, which was responsible for the management of

this enterprise. These immigrants could count on a complex infrastructure, which aided them in their mission to advance the

development of this region. Even though the particularities of this group of immigrants gave them a certain amount of freedom to

recreate their own culture in Brazilian land, the reality of this new environment, its new physical, economical and social

contingencies forced them to reinterpret their cultural traditions and customs. In order to understand this adaptation process, a

study of the construction methods employed by this group of immigrants in their buildings was undertaken, based on their

knowledge of traditional Japanese architecture. This study rendered possible the analysis of a long process of cultural syncretism

between oriental culture and the vernacular architecture of the inhabitants of the Ribeira valley of Iguape. 
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