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Developments in English for Specific
Purposes. A Multi-Disciplinary
Approach

Tony Dudley-Evans and Maggie Jo St John. 1998
Cambridge: CUP. 301 pp. ISBN 0 521 59675-0 (Paperback)/0 521
59329-8 (Hardback)

English for Specific Purposes is a new area of study for many scholars, but the work of

both Tony Du dl ey - Evans and Ma ggie Jo St John is well - k n own all over the worl d ,

especially among those of us working in English for Business Purposes. It is a pleasure

to say, at last, that this long-awaited book is already available worldwide. It does not

s eem nece s s a ry to point out the qu a l i ty of this boo k , wh i ch is simply what we have

been expecting from these two widely-respected authors.

Dudley-Evans and St John state that the general aim of Developments in English for

S pecific Pu rpo s e s . A Mu l ti - Di s c i p l i n a ry Approach is to pull toget h er the theory and

practi ce of E n glish for Specific Pu rpo s e s , using their ex peri en ce as lectu rers and

practitioners in this subject (p.viii). Additionally, they assume that their experience in

both English for Ac ademic Pu rposes (EAP) and English for Occ u p a ti onal Pu rpo s e s

(EOP) wi ll help them to su rvey these ex trem ely fascinating areas of s tu dy, trying to

de s i gn an up-to - d a te , i n trodu ctory overvi ew. The aut h ors have also made a spec i a l

effort to include activities, extracts from ESP textbooks and academic texts, and some

recommended bibliography on each of the units of this book.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of concepts and issues that will recur in subsequent

ch a pters , i n troducing a gen eral def i n i ti on of E S P, a basic stu dy on differen t

cl a s s i f i c a ti ons of E S P, and an analysis of the figure of the ESP practi ti on er under

d i f ferent pers pectives (te ach er, re s e a rch er, eva lu a tor, co u rse de s i gn er, a n d

collaborator). This general introduction will help the reader to understand ESP as a

multi-disciplinary activity.

Ch a pter 2 retraces the recent history of E n glish for Specific Pu rposes and ex p l ores the

basis of tod ay's thinking. Si n ce its ori gin in the 1960s, ESP has interacted cl o s ely wi t h

App l i ed Linguistics and ELT, and Du dl ey - Evans and St John has paid atten ti on to this fact ,
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a n a lysing in detail that rel a ti on s h i p. Ad d i ti on a lly, it is high ly fascinating their stu dy on the

trends in English for Occ u p a ti onal Pu rpo s e s . It is important to point out , as the aut h ors

con f i rm (p. 3 2 ) , that "EST was the dominant movem ent for many ye a rs , but ESP tod ay is a

mu ch broader activi ty in wh i ch English for Business Pu rposes (EBP) has becom e

i n c re a s i n gly important." Due to this, the next two ch a pters focus on EAP and EBP.

In my opinion, the core of the book begins with Chapter 3, which discusses the four

d i f ferent types of ori en t a ti ons ob s erved within English for Ac ademic Pu rpo s e s . It

seems important to point out, as it has been previously commented by Blue (1988),

that there is an important difference between English for General Academic Purposes

and English for Specific Academic Purposes. Additionally, the authors accurately point

out that there are different authors mixing definitions,assuming that, in certain cases,

there is not a very clear distinguishing border between EAP and EOP.

Ch a pter 4 discusses one of the most important fields of s tu dy within ESP, n a m ely

E n glish for Business Pu rpo s e s . As the aut h ors point out , the profe s s i onal dem a n d s

p l aced on Business English te ach ers may be high er than on those in other fiel d s , a s

there is a clear need in order to learn the language. This is, in my opinion, the most

i n tere s ting ch a pter of this boo k , as the aut h ors analyse a nu m ber of key issues for

Business Engl i s h , su ch as the con cepts of d i s co u rse com mu n i ty, business gen re s ,

learners' expectations and strategies, and different cross-cultural features in order to

imply a communicative process. It is important to point out that the book also includes

an analysis about the importance of the needs analysis in Business English (something

that will be studies in further detail in chapter 7), as well as a study on the role of the

teacher in these specific settings.

In the fo ll owing ch a pter, the aut h ors examine the different language issues in ESP, p ayi n g

s pecial atten ti on to grammar (verbs and ten s e s ,m od a l i ty, use of a rti cl e s , and con n ectors ) ,

voc a bu l a ry (tech n i c a l ,s em i - technical and gen era l ) , and gen re analys i s . In my op i n i on ,a n d

even understanding that many re s e a rch ers have alre ady worked on these different aspect s ,

I would have loved to see more inform a ti on and examples in this ch a pter.

Chapter 6 examines the different skills used in both EAP and EOP. Dudley-Evans and

St Jo h n , d ivi de the skills in five different units: re ad i n g, l i s tening to mon o l og u e ,

listening and speaking, speaking, and writing. After each of these skills,they discuss the

various approaches that can be followed in order to teach our students these skills. This

chapter is especially interesting, as it gives us a number of clues on how to improve the

overall quality of our classes.
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The import a n ce of the need analysis and the eva lu a ti on are the main topics of ch a pter 7.

The aut h ors define both con cept s , s tressing their import a n ce in order to de s i gn our

co u rses and, what is more import a n t , of fering an example on a pre - co u rse inform a ti on

qu e s ti on n a i re . Nevert h el e s s , I con s i der that this ch a pter could have been implem en ted

with more inform a ti on abo ut different eva lu a ti on sys tem s , wh i ch are barely men ti on ed .

The use of examples could have improved the acce s s i bi l i ty of this part of the boo k .

Ch a pter 8 revi ews and eva lu a tes co u rse de s i gn . The aut h ors stress those steps and

criteria that should take part in an integrated approach to course designing. They pay

a t ten ti on to the different para m eters to be fo ll owed (inten s ive or ex ten s ive co u rs e s ,

assessed or non-assessed, role of the teacher, broad or narrow focus, pre-experience or

p a ra ll el with ex peri en ce , com m on - core or specific materi a l , type of s tu dents in the

classroom), trying to define what can be better in every situation. After a very thorough

study on the use of case studies in the classroom, the writers offer a general overview

on how to de s i gn the co u rs e . This part of the book is high ly motiva ting for those

l ectu rers and practi ti on ers who are curren t ly asked to start te aching new gro u p s , a s

they may be aware of all those specific features that every teaching situation may have.

In Chapter 9,the authors deal with the purpose and role of the materials to be used in

the ESP classroom. Although it may seem interesting, I must say that, in my modest

op i n i on , this is the we a kest part of the boo k , as the aut h ors omit some rel eva n t

i n form a ti on on the use of n ew tech n o l ogies as cl a s s room materi a l . In fact , Du dl ey -

Evans and St John only devote a mere paragraph to this purpose, whereas it seems that

we cannot avoid observing the impact that Internet has had in recent years in order to

transmit materials all over the world (Alejo et al., 1997). Fortunately, they also devote

some information on the subject in the following chapter, though I found it slightly

misleading, and I would have preferred to find it in this part of the book.

The following chapter deals with aspects such as class size,and all those things that can

be carri ed out beyond the cl a s s room . It is funny to ob s erve , on ce again (Co l em a n ,

1997; Palmer, 1999), that the concept large class is a very tricky one, as many people

would consider large classes in a different way, depending on the culture they come

from. As Dudley-Evans and St John (p. 197) point out, a large class "cannot, therefore,

be define numerically. It is probably best thought of as a size that requires a conscious

and substantial alteration to approach." 

F i n a lly, Ch a pter 11 deals with the need of h aving con ti nuous assessment and

te s ting in the ESP cl a s s room . The aut h ors also pay atten ti on to the differen t

ex a m i n a ti ons devel oped in the Un i ted Ki n gdom , of fering the most stri k i n g
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s i m i l a ri ties and differen ces among these. In my op i n i on , I  think that it  is

e s pec i a lly intere s ting to ob s erve the type of ESP test qu e s ti ons that the aut h ors

recom m en d . Gu i d a n ce for tasks fo ll ows .

As a conclusion, let me point out that Developments in English for Specific Purposes.

A Multi-Disciplinary Approach is a useful and interesting addition to the bookshelves

of practising and future ESP professionals,as it pays detailed attention to most relevant

a s pects for any English language practi ti on er. This is a book that any ESP lectu rer

should have.

Juan Carlos Palmer Silveira

Universitat Jaume I - Castelló
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