
 

 

 

 
Abstract

Introduction. In this paper we present a comparative analysis of three samples of teachers from Coimbra, Barcelona and Murcia

that provides insight into the importance attached by teachers to disruptive behaviour and how different perspectives and values

affect their daily work. Method. This research is part of a quantitative empirical-analytic design. This is a descriptive study that

compares the data obtained from the application of a questionnaire to a sample of 146 school teachers of primary and secondary

education in three European cities: Barcelona, Murcia and Coimbra. The questionnaire, an unobtrusive type, has been developed

by the authors to minimize the distortions associated with language. Results. The results highlight the trend consistently proposed

by the study hypothesis. In general, social behaviours have to score higher than instructional behaviours, except in the case of

disobedience that gets the high score. Teachers tend to attribute higher scores to the behaviour of instructional female colleagues

and a tendency to attribute most seriously instructional behaviours with increasing years of teaching experience. Discussion and

Conclusion. The teachers sampled in this study show greater concern for the general social transgressions that occur in the class

group, relegating to minor positions of disruptive behaviours, such as involvement in instructional teaching-learning processes

which are rigorously proven. Moreover, years of experience appear to exert a moderating effect on the concern for social

behaviours to the extend to equate the same gravity with the instructional processes observed. Such parity is observed between

male teachers and among their female partners as well.
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