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In 1603 it was printed in Nagasaki the Vocabulario da Lingua do
Japam, a great work presenting the translation of 32.798 words. Produced
by the Jesuits, this dictionary was an important tool for the missionary
work. However it is, for sure, much more important for Cultural and
Linguistically History, because we find in its pages the result of the first
great study of Japanese Language made by a Western people, which would
be completed with the edition of the Arte da Lingua do Japam, printed in
Nagasaki from 1604 to 1608.

400 years later, we thought it should be interesting to remember such
event, looking at one of the most famous Portuguese interpreters – João
Rodrigues Tçuzu –, and also to the present interactions between Portuguese
and Japanese languages. The articles of Hino Hiroshi, Ellen Nakamizu and
Isabel Pina present some aspects of those two themes.

We include in this issue of the Bulletin two papers, which were
presented to the Congresso Internacional sobre o Cristianismo no Japão
(Lisbon, 1999). The study of Juan Ruiz-de-Medina was one of his last works,
before his sudden death, and we present it now remembering with emotion
a dear friend and a great scholar. Finally we present also a study of
Alexandra Curvelo about the Dutch presence in Nagasaki.

As in the previous issues you will find general studies about the rela-
tions between the West and East Asia, focused specially in Portugal and
Japan, but dealing with History and the present times and with other areas
or peoples such as China, the Brazilians or the Dutch.

This issue was sent to the print later then usual, due to the technical
improvement we have done, including abstracts in Japanese. 

Lisbon, 30 June 2003 

João Paulo Oliveira e Costa
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