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FOREWORD

In this volume we pay homage to Maria Helena Mendes Pinto, one 
of the most important Portuguese authors on Portuguese/Japanese rela-
tions in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Maria Helena Mendes Pinto began her career as a museum curator. 
She worked for the National Museum of Ancient Art (Lisbon) and 
collaborated with the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation for the organi-
zation of many exhibitions of Luso-Asiatic art, which were presented in 
many different countries, in Europe as well as in Brazil, India, Indonesia 
and Japan. Amongst other fields, she has worked extensively with nanban 
artefacts, which became the leitmotif of her career. She was the first 
Portuguese author to publish books with systematic research on nanban 
art. Even today, she is still a reference for all of us, who study the Portu-
guese presence in Japan in the Early Modern Period.

Thanks to Maria Helena Mendes Pinto’s pioneering work, we now 
have several scholars doing research on the subjects she explored as a 
beginner three decades ago. In this volume some of her collaborators or 
disciples have contributed articles exploring different themes of nanban 
art. We have also included a study about the legacy of Maria Helena 
Mendes Pinto as a creator of exhibitions and finally we present some 
unknown ukiyo-e prints from the Gulbenkian collection.

This was an issue prepared with great affection by the authors and 
by the sponsors. I would especially like to thank Alexandra Curvelo who 
coordinated this issue despite giving birth at the end of March. Madalena 
Ribeiro and Pedro Lage Correia gave their technical support with extraor-
dinary dedication and enabled this issue to come out on time for a public 
presentation on July 12, Maria Helena Mendes Pinto’s birthday.

This issue was printed in full colour due to the generous support of 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. Three years ago, the Gulbenkian 
Foundation paid a great homage to Maria Helena Mendes Pinto with the 
exhibition Peregrinações. De Portugal ao Japão: artes decorativas entre os 



séculos XVI e XIX. Homenagem a Maria Helena Mendes Pinto (Lisbon, 
2003) but immediately supported this project when we presented it to 
the International Service. Therefore our deep gratitude to Dr. João Pedro 
Garcia and Dr. Maria Fernanda Matias. A special word also to another 
old friend of Maria Helena Mendes Pinto, Pedro Canavarro; he was the 
one who introduced me to Maria Helena Mendes Pinto 20 years ago 
and he also contributed to this volume through the Passos Canavarro 
Foundation.

Our affection and admiration for a remarkable lady motivated us to 
produce this issue, and we hope this is amply reflected in the scientific 
quality of the contributions.

Lisbon, 1 June 2006

João Paulo oliveira e Costa


