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FOREWORD

This issue of the Bulletin presents some of the results of the 
Research Project Portuguese Jesuits in East Asia in the 16th and 17th 
centuries, which has been carried on by CHAM in cooperation with 
Brotéria, since September 2005.  This was a project evaluated by an 
international panel of the Foundation for Science and Technology. 
It was considered “Very Good” and it received funds from the Founda-
tion (POCTI/HAR/55684/2004).

Its main theme was the analysis of the contribution of Portuguese 
Jesuits to the debate on the accommodation methods as well as to 
the leading of the Chinese and Japanese missions. The most signifi-
cant result of this project will appear by the end of 2008, with the 
presentation on line of the letters of bishop Luis Cerqueira, the Jesuit 
who was the head of the Japanese Church from 1598 to 1614. Bishop 
Cerqueira was a man who devoted his work to develop a National 
Church in Japan, and he had to face the opposition of Francesco Pasio 
in his will of giving priesthood orders to Japanese Jesuits. He was 
the sole bishop who worked only with native diocesan priests, and he 
tried also to accommodate Catholic feasts to the Japanese Holidays 
in order to avoid that Japanese Christians would not participate in 
public feasts. In his letters, the bishop explained often his views about 
the Japanese Christendom, so we expect that their presentation will 
provide scholars with a new tool for a better understanding of the 
Early Modern Japanese mission.

In this volume we present other contributions for a better knowl-
edge of the action of some important Portuguese missionaries, whose 
deeds are not so well known.

Lisbon, 4 December 2007

João Paulo oliveira e Costa


