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INTRODUCTION

 The Macau Scientific and Cultural Centre is a Public Institute of the 
Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education for matters relating 
to China and Macau and their relations with Portugal in the past and the 
present. The institution is responsible for organizing, preserving, and 
conducting research on the common heritage (in the broadest sense of the 
term) that joins Portugal and China through their mutual temporal-spatial 
border of Macau.
 The CCCM undertakes its research, training, publishing and dissemina-
tion activities as part of a national and international network and partner-
ships. The CCCM/CHAM co-edition of this issue of the Bulletin of Portuguese/
Japanese Studies on Macau is in fulfillment of these principles. Cooperation 
is a necessary part of the present and future of research Centres. No research 
centre can respond alone to the challenges raised by research at the start 
of the 21st century. The quality and quantity, the internationalization and the 
ability for constant updating of scientific and cultural knowledge increasingly 
requires multidisciplinary and inter-institutional cooperation.
 This issue of the Bulletin of Portuguese/Japanese Studies reflects some of 
the research priorities of the Macau Scientific and Cultural Centre. Firstly, 
that of working as a team and individually on unpublished manuscripts, the 
exhaustive and serial inventorying of archive documentation that allows 
Social Sciences to work with reliable signs and evidence and thus formulate 
well-founded descriptions and interpretations. PhD Ana Cristina da Costa 
Gomes, researcher in charge of the CCCM Library and Archive, presents a 
report on the documental funds of the National Library of Rio de Janeiro for 
the History of Macau.
 The panorama of the state of the art is also relevant to research, as is the 
inventory of the topics and problems that have, or not, been developed, the 
series of books, articles and sources that all allow a picture to be drawn of 
what is known and how, and of what might be a priority or need for further 
and more in-depth study. Professor Francisco Roque de Oliveira from the 
Humanities Faculty of the University of Lisbon and PhD scholar Tereza Sena 
(MA) from CCCM present a bibliographic survey on international and inter-
cultural relations of Portugal/Ming China and on Macau’s autonomous status.
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 One of CCCM’s commitments is that of case studies conducted by 
History, Historical Sociology and Historical Anthropology. Three studies on 
Macau in the 16th and 17th centuries appear in this co-edition of CHAM’s 
Bulletin of Portuguese Japanese Studies. The Ph.D. student and CCCM/FCT 
fellow, Elisabetta Colla (M.A.), addresses the work of Francesco Carletti in 
the framework of a research project aimed at CCCM’s publication of Ragiona-
mento. Ph.D. Elsa Penalva and PhD scholar Miguel Lourenço (MA), both 
authors with CCCM publications and with new editions forthcoming from 
this Public Institute, unveil hidden aspects of Macau’s society and culture.
 The Macau Scientific and Cultural Centre conducts research on longer 
lasting socio-cultural phenomena, on the complex temporal archway that 
brings together a past, present and future through situational logic, initial 
circumstances and previous conditions.
 Professor Moisés Silva Fernandes, Director of Lisbon University’s Con-
fucius Institute and a CCCM researcher with work published in a co-edition 
with the Diplomatic Institute, addresses the Macau-China situation in the 
1960s. Alfredo Gomes Dias, PhD scholar at the Setúbal Polytechnic Institute 
discusses the paths of the Macanese Diaspora between the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.
 This issue of Bulletin of Portuguese/Japanese Studies comprises an 
archive inventory, states of the question and case studies from the 16th/17th 
to the 19th and 20th centuries. I would like to extend my gratitude to all those 
from CCCM who have participated in this project. The aim of this issue was 
to inform the public on some of the ways in which research into Macau and 
Portugal/China relations is conducted at the start of the 21st century and its 
perspectives.
 A final word of thanks goes to Professor João Paulo Oliveira e Costa. 
Intellectual affinities and the sharing of a common horizon make the close 
cooperation between CCCM and CHAM increasingly possible. Macau is a 
multilateral reality that involves Japan and all of East Asia, Southeast Asia, 
the Indian Ocean, the Atlantic and the American Pacific. Macao’s fundamental 
structure results from bilateral relations between groups and institutions of 
Portugal and China. Nevertheless, Macao’s long term existence is sustained 
by multilateral relations. The cooperation between CCCM and CHAM is not 
limited to this issue on Macau, or to a simple co-edition. Joint training and 
research programs, symposia and exhibitions are signs of the sharing and 
interaction which is increasingly necessary and mutually beneficial.

Luís FiLipe Barreto

(Guest Editor)
Director of the Macau Scientific and Cultural Centre, P. I.


