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FOREWORD

More than ten years have passed since the publication of the first volume 
of the Bulletin of Portguese / Japanese Studies (BPJS) in December 2000. 
Throughout this first twelve years of activity and after publishing nineteen 
volumes, scholars and students interested in the numerous disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary aspects peculiar to Portuguese-Japanese relations referred 
to the BPJS as a container of new ideas, approaches, and reliable historical 
research. At the same time, the BPJS has been considered an important venue 
for publications in the fields of political, social and religious history, but also 
the fields of anthropology, sociology, the visual arts and the conservation of 
objects. There is, however, always space for improvement and advancement.

When João Paulo Oliveira e Costa invited me to take the reins of the 
BPJS as new editor of the Journal I was honoured to be given the chance 
to undertake this important and delicate task. Yet, the challenges faced by 
the BPJS are numerous. As it is expected, the adaptation to new academic 
contexts and (inter)disciplinary frameworks, to new and ever-improving 
criteria of scientific production, as well as the urge to meet new profiles 
of academic research will determine a new outline for the BPJS. In this 
process, I have been counting with, and relying on, the help of two new 
members of the editorial team. Giovanni Raneri, Ph.D. candidate in Art 
History and Visual Studies at the School of Arts, Histories, and Cultures at 
the University of Manchester, whose background, experience and working 
skills have been absolutely fundamental in the attempt to renew this project, 
will be the new Associate Editor. Also Catarina Simões, Ph.D candidate from 
the Universidade Nova de Lisboa and a researcher from CHAM, is a new 
member of the Editorial Board, and has been and will still be a key-person in 
the editing of each number. Useless to say how important is the contribution 
of all the members of the Editorial Board and of the Advisory Board which 
for reason of space I will not mention here, but whose names can be found 
listed in the opening page of this number.

Our first aim is a most pragmatic one: to update the publication of 
the BPJS. The two volumes of 2010 will appear almost simultaneously. 
The volumes of 2011 and 2012 will be double numbers. In fact, this is going to 



be the new periodicity of the BPJS: a number per year. This solution will also 
allow us to publish several thematic issues. Some of them will correspond, 
at least in part, to the publication of Conference Proceedings and others 
will be the result of call for texts. Each paper is and will be peer reviewed 
as it is expected from any academic journal. With this new format we hope 
to explore new approaches and subjects even more deeply and widely, and to 
meet the needs and the interest of even a larger number of scholars and 
students all over the world.

The achievement of these goals is our main concern at this moment. 
We are sure that the spirit that advised the very appearance of the BPJS will 
be preserved, although adjusting itself to the present.

Lisbon, 5th December 2012

AlexAndrA Curvelo
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