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celebration that sought to rehabilitate
suppressed memories in order to reveal
the “true” history of the island and
confront the construction of a
continuous history, all in an effort to
galvanize Puerto Ricans towards a
collective resistance. In a game well
known to Spanish and American
colonial agents, the protesters and
oppositional political parties were
hoping to gain support for their
political projects by taking over public
space and seeking to legitimize their
presence in the social, political, and
cultural spheres of the nation.

There were other methods by which
a varied demographic of Puerto Ricans
made themselves felt in the public
sphere, when the 25th and 4th of July
holidays threatened to be taken over
with colonial schemes. Intrinsic to the
legitimization and active performance
of these holidays formulated by local
elites and colonial agents was the
symbolic and material consumption of
the national culture by the Puerto
Rican people. As consumption studies
have shown, consumer experiences
offer vital information, in a sense
speaking back to the dominant forces
that structure consumption, be it, for
example, capitalism in general or
network television in particular.
Lamentably, the consumption
experiences of Puerto Ricans during
these holidays are, with the exception
of minor interviews included in the
news articles, absent from Flores
Collazo’s text. Even the most
memorable examples I noted—the
“asopao del 25 de Julio” and “the free
for all de gallos”—fall short of a
satisfactory analysis. I suggest that 
the inclusion of interviews and/or
ethnographic accounts would have
been a propitious addition to the
narrative. For as it is, I have yet to
completely understand who the
consumer is and how and where this

consumption takes place, and,
particularly concerning a material
consumption, whether or not Puerto
Ricans engaged in any subversive
processes in which they could have
bought and used goods in ways
unintended by the planned and
regulated national culture celebrated
during these holidays. I am missing the
voice of the Puerto Rican population
speaking back to the organizers of the
national culture and 25th and 4th of July
celebrations. What is more, the inclusion
of interviews and/or ethnographic
research would prevent Flores Collazo’s
choice of resources from privileging the
voice of the local elite, U.S. officials, and
newspaper editors. It might have also
avoided the “consumir” subtitle of the
book to come across as an overstatement.

Flores Collazo’s repeated claims to
carry throughout the text an analysis 
on consumption and citizenship are
short interjections that often seem
secondary to the larger historical
narrative, an issue that is part of a 
larger problem in which the author’s
promising insights are often stymied 
by the narrative’s fragmented structure
within broad thematic chapters.
Nevertheless, Flores Collazo’s work
is a testament to rigorous archival

research. The book succeeds in offering
a comprehensive, albeit not exhaustive,
account of the ways in which the
commemorative days of the 25th 
and 4th of July helped imagine a
nation, and a collective Puerto Rican
identity while also trying to attend 
to the various modes of consuming 
this symbolic image of a nation. 
Flores Collazo convincingly shows 
that traditions and festivities were
intentionally used to establish and
maintain a colonial order in the 
island. 25/4 Julio is a recommended 
read for anyone interested in the
political relations between the U.S. 
and Puerto Rico.
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The considerable academic literature on
Puerto Rican migration and settlement in
the United States deals mostly with the
New York City experience. One of the
values of this book is its focus on the
history of the many other cities and
communities the nearly four million
Puerto Ricans in the United States live
and work in. This publication provides 
a historical perspective on the Puerto
Rican presence in Hawaii; Philadelphia;
Morris County, New Jersey; Chicago;
Lorain, Ohio; Bridgeport, Connecticut;
and Boston, as well as New York. It
brings together, in one volume, the
results of years of research by a group of
highly dedicated and talented scholars
that includes Félix V. Matos Rodríguez,
the former director of the Centro de
Estudios Puertorriqueños of the City
University of New York; Rutgers
University Professor Emeritus Olga
Jímenez de Wagenheim; anthropologist
Iris López; and community historian
Víctor Vásquez-Hernández.

Despite the differences in the time of
migration, destination, and settlement
history examined in regard to the many
communities that are the subject of this
text, a striking feature of this collection
of essays is the similarities it reveals in
the Puerto Rican migration experience 
in the United States. Irrespective of
when, where, or how they moved to 
this country, Puerto Ricans confronted
similar problems and engaged in many 
of the same strategies to overcome
difficulties and make the most of the
opportunities they found. Wherever 
they settled, Puerto Rican migrants
encountered discrimination, ethnic
conflict, police brutality, violence, poor

housing and social conditions, language
difficulties, and the lack of social services
and familiar cultural amenities. Yet, they
consistently persevered. Everywhere they
settled, Puerto Rican migrants engaged
in community building. They established
social networks, founded political and
community organizations and institutions
to serve their particular needs, participated
in labor struggles in solidarity with co-
workers of all nationalities, engaged in
cross-cultural exchanges with other ethnic
groups, built churches and strong religious
communities, and established a meaningful
cultural life for themselves that celebrated
their traditions. All of these many efforts
are documented in this book as it explores
the history of Puerto Rican communities
across the United States from the
beginning of the twentieth century to our
day. In addition, many of the pieces in this
volume examine critical issues on a local
community level that are nevertheless of
great relevance to the entire Puerto Rican
population in the country as a whole.

In her essay on the community in
Hawaii, Iris López considers the
question of identity. Are Puerto Ricans
in Hawaii disappearing, reaffirming their
identity, or are they redefining what it
means to be Puerto Rican? Although the
author acknowledges that this remains
an open question, she states that in the
multiethnic and multicultural
environment of Hawaii all its peoples
have borrowed aspects of each other’s
culture. She notes that Puerto Ricans in
Hawaii have embraced North American
global culture and, at the same time, the
pan-Hispanic identity that has emerged
in the United States. This has been
facilitated by the growing presence of
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Mexicans and other Latinos in Hawaii.
She claims that Puerto Ricans in Hawaii
will not disappear nor, however, will they
witness a complete revitalization of their
community either. Instead, Iris López
concludes that they are choosing more
traditions and customs from several
ethnic groups while expanding the
meaning of Puerto Rican identity. 
As in other parts of the country, she sees
Puerto Ricans in Hawaii in transition as
they create new sociocultural, linguistic,
and political definitions of Puerto Rican
and Latino identity.

Another matter examined on a local
level, but that is important for Puerto
Ricans everywhere on the mainland, is
the increasingly diverse Latino
population in the United States. 
This situation creates new opportunities
and challenges. In their respective
research on Puerto Rican communities
in Philadelphia and Boston, Félix Matos
and Víctor Vásquez consider the impact
this phenomenon has had on Puerto
Rican politics. In his work, Víctor
Vásquez observes how the growing
number of Dominicans, Colombians,
Mexicans, and other Hispanic groups in
Philadelphia provides the framework for
political work across national lines that
could well serve the interests of all
Latinos in the city. Yet the new Latino
diversity can also lead to strained inter-
group relations. In Boston, Félix Matos
notes how, in the context of the
Latinization of the city, some Puerto
Ricans wish to maintain separate Puerto
Rican political organizations out of fear
they might “lose themselves,” while
others see Latino unity as the only real
basis for political power that will benefit
their particular situation. This is a
dilemma faced by Puerto Rican
communities all over the country.

Félix Matos examines another
significant source of tension among
Puerto Ricans in the Boston area, one
that also resonates among Puerto Ricans

in other communities as well, namely,
class divisions within the community. 
He notes the presence of a large and
influential Puerto Rican professional and
upper-middle-class population in Boston.
While the contributions of this class to
the political, economic, and cultural life
of the community are acknowledged and
appreciated by many, others raise
concerns about the momentary presence
of members of this class in the
community and their “hierarchical and
messianic approaches to collaboration.”
In her essay, Maura I. Toro-Morn
explores gender as well as class relations
in the migration and settlement of
Puerto Ricans in Chicago. Gender
issues, another important topic taken 
up in this anthology, are of great
significance and need to be studied in all
Puerto Rican communities in America.

Puerto Rican migration to the United
States has a long history. In her
contribution to this collection, Carmen
Teresa Whalen explains that this
migration has taken place within the
framework of U.S. colonialism in Puerto
Rico. She points out how American
policies and economic investments on
the island negatively impacted on the
Puerto Rican economy and its workers
while providing U.S. employers on the
mainland with the benefits of low wage
workers unrestricted by immigration
barriers. Colonialism also framed the
second class citizenship status Puerto
Ricans in the U.S. have endured. 
Yet Puerto Ricans migrants in search 
of a better life did not passively accept
conditions of unemployment, poverty,
and dreadful working conditions. 
They struggled to improve their
situation. In his essay, Eugene Rivera
pays tribute to the abuelitos, the founders
of the Lorain, Ohio, Puerto Rican com-
munity who fought in a hostile environ-
ment to obtain justice and a better life
for themselves and their families. 
They did not allow others to select their
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leaders or set their political agenda.
Together they established a politically
powerful Latino presence in Lorain. He
highlights the importance of celebrating
their achievements and suggests that we
have much to learn from their experience
as Puerto Rican communities across the

United States search for answers to the
many social and economic problems 
they continue to confront. According to
Rivera, “The power of collective action
is a lesson too important to be
forgotten.” This book goes a long way 
to ensure that we remember that lesson.
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Fernando Picó is one of Puerto Rico’s
most distinguished historians. He has
written on general Puerto Rico history
and about specific times and places. His
work is known not only for its meticulous
review of archival documents, but also for
a concern about the histories of people
usually marginalized in history books: the
jíbaro forced to work in the coffee farms
and the daughter of ex-slaves laboring in
the mansions of the elite—namely, the
true majority who made Puerto Rico.
Some of Picó’s books focused on
particular towns and communities. For
example, Los gallos peleados (1981) utilized
police records, analyzed within their
economic and political context, to
describe social relations in early
twentieth-century Utuado. His acclaimed
Vivir en Caimito (1989), traced the history
of a vibrant community founded in the
eighteenth century by free blacks and
mulatos, which today struggles for survival
against gentrification and metropolitan
San Juan’s expansion. 

This latest book takes on the challenge
of writing a similar history of Carolina,
Puerto Rico’s third largest city, which has
existed in the shadows of neighboring
San Juan—to the point where even
friends mocked his project, asking 
“Ca-Ro-Li-Na has a history?” (p. 13). 
Picó admits that, while his works on
Utuado and Caimito began as labors of

love that became work projects, Carolina
was the reverse. Those remarks about
Carolina angered him; however, they 
also inspired him to “fall in love” with
“Carolina la Fea” (Carolina the Ugly), 
as he sarcastically compares his project 
to a popular television novela in the
introduction. In this book Picó invites
the reader to discover Carolina in order
to better understand twenty-first century
Puerto Rico. Six chapters recount the
history of Carolina in chronological
order, while a very brief (three pages)
seventh chapter discusses the challenges
confronting the municipio in the twenty-
first century. Extensive archival sources
are documented, both in the bibliography
and in the introduction.

Chapter One traces the history of the
territory that would eventually become
Carolina, beginning with a description of
the coastal system of the mangroves,
lagoons, and rich alluvial soil of Puerto
Rico’s largest river—el Río Grande de Loíza
—that includes most of the lands of the
future city. The area’s human history
begins with indigenous settlements and
resistance to conquest by Spanish
colonizers, as well as local resistance to
other European invaders (such as the
British invasion of 1797). The chapter
describes the formation of the municipio
of Trujillo in 1793 by separation from
Loíza, as well as its further division in
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