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Mexicans and other Latinos in Hawaii.
She claims that Puerto Ricans in Hawaii
will not disappear nor, however, will they
witness a complete revitalization of their
community either. Instead, Iris López
concludes that they are choosing more
traditions and customs from several
ethnic groups while expanding the
meaning of Puerto Rican identity. 
As in other parts of the country, she sees
Puerto Ricans in Hawaii in transition as
they create new sociocultural, linguistic,
and political definitions of Puerto Rican
and Latino identity.

Another matter examined on a local
level, but that is important for Puerto
Ricans everywhere on the mainland, is
the increasingly diverse Latino
population in the United States. 
This situation creates new opportunities
and challenges. In their respective
research on Puerto Rican communities
in Philadelphia and Boston, Félix Matos
and Víctor Vásquez consider the impact
this phenomenon has had on Puerto
Rican politics. In his work, Víctor
Vásquez observes how the growing
number of Dominicans, Colombians,
Mexicans, and other Hispanic groups in
Philadelphia provides the framework for
political work across national lines that
could well serve the interests of all
Latinos in the city. Yet the new Latino
diversity can also lead to strained inter-
group relations. In Boston, Félix Matos
notes how, in the context of the
Latinization of the city, some Puerto
Ricans wish to maintain separate Puerto
Rican political organizations out of fear
they might “lose themselves,” while
others see Latino unity as the only real
basis for political power that will benefit
their particular situation. This is a
dilemma faced by Puerto Rican
communities all over the country.

Félix Matos examines another
significant source of tension among
Puerto Ricans in the Boston area, one
that also resonates among Puerto Ricans

in other communities as well, namely,
class divisions within the community. 
He notes the presence of a large and
influential Puerto Rican professional and
upper-middle-class population in Boston.
While the contributions of this class to
the political, economic, and cultural life
of the community are acknowledged and
appreciated by many, others raise
concerns about the momentary presence
of members of this class in the
community and their “hierarchical and
messianic approaches to collaboration.”
In her essay, Maura I. Toro-Morn
explores gender as well as class relations
in the migration and settlement of
Puerto Ricans in Chicago. Gender
issues, another important topic taken 
up in this anthology, are of great
significance and need to be studied in all
Puerto Rican communities in America.

Puerto Rican migration to the United
States has a long history. In her
contribution to this collection, Carmen
Teresa Whalen explains that this
migration has taken place within the
framework of U.S. colonialism in Puerto
Rico. She points out how American
policies and economic investments on
the island negatively impacted on the
Puerto Rican economy and its workers
while providing U.S. employers on the
mainland with the benefits of low wage
workers unrestricted by immigration
barriers. Colonialism also framed the
second class citizenship status Puerto
Ricans in the U.S. have endured. 
Yet Puerto Ricans migrants in search 
of a better life did not passively accept
conditions of unemployment, poverty,
and dreadful working conditions. 
They struggled to improve their
situation. In his essay, Eugene Rivera
pays tribute to the abuelitos, the founders
of the Lorain, Ohio, Puerto Rican com-
munity who fought in a hostile environ-
ment to obtain justice and a better life
for themselves and their families. 
They did not allow others to select their
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leaders or set their political agenda.
Together they established a politically
powerful Latino presence in Lorain. He
highlights the importance of celebrating
their achievements and suggests that we
have much to learn from their experience
as Puerto Rican communities across the

United States search for answers to the
many social and economic problems 
they continue to confront. According to
Rivera, “The power of collective action
is a lesson too important to be
forgotten.” This book goes a long way 
to ensure that we remember that lesson.

San Fernando de la Carolina: 
identidades y representaciones
By Fernando Picó
Río Piedras, PR: Ediciones Huracán, 2005 • 203 pp.; $18.96 [paper]

REVIEWER: Déborah Berman Santana, Mills College

Fernando Picó is one of Puerto Rico’s
most distinguished historians. He has
written on general Puerto Rico history
and about specific times and places. His
work is known not only for its meticulous
review of archival documents, but also for
a concern about the histories of people
usually marginalized in history books: the
jíbaro forced to work in the coffee farms
and the daughter of ex-slaves laboring in
the mansions of the elite—namely, the
true majority who made Puerto Rico.
Some of Picó’s books focused on
particular towns and communities. For
example, Los gallos peleados (1981) utilized
police records, analyzed within their
economic and political context, to
describe social relations in early
twentieth-century Utuado. His acclaimed
Vivir en Caimito (1989), traced the history
of a vibrant community founded in the
eighteenth century by free blacks and
mulatos, which today struggles for survival
against gentrification and metropolitan
San Juan’s expansion. 

This latest book takes on the challenge
of writing a similar history of Carolina,
Puerto Rico’s third largest city, which has
existed in the shadows of neighboring
San Juan—to the point where even
friends mocked his project, asking 
“Ca-Ro-Li-Na has a history?” (p. 13). 
Picó admits that, while his works on
Utuado and Caimito began as labors of

love that became work projects, Carolina
was the reverse. Those remarks about
Carolina angered him; however, they 
also inspired him to “fall in love” with
“Carolina la Fea” (Carolina the Ugly), 
as he sarcastically compares his project 
to a popular television novela in the
introduction. In this book Picó invites
the reader to discover Carolina in order
to better understand twenty-first century
Puerto Rico. Six chapters recount the
history of Carolina in chronological
order, while a very brief (three pages)
seventh chapter discusses the challenges
confronting the municipio in the twenty-
first century. Extensive archival sources
are documented, both in the bibliography
and in the introduction.

Chapter One traces the history of the
territory that would eventually become
Carolina, beginning with a description of
the coastal system of the mangroves,
lagoons, and rich alluvial soil of Puerto
Rico’s largest river—el Río Grande de Loíza
—that includes most of the lands of the
future city. The area’s human history
begins with indigenous settlements and
resistance to conquest by Spanish
colonizers, as well as local resistance to
other European invaders (such as the
British invasion of 1797). The chapter
describes the formation of the municipio
of Trujillo in 1793 by separation from
Loíza, as well as its further division in
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coastline between San Juan and Loíza.
Newspapers and other documents of

the era indicate that, unlike elsewhere in
Puerto Rico, Carolina politics were not
sharply and actively divided along lines of
support for closer ties to Spain versus
activism for independence or autonomy.
Instead, less ideological, more practical
local economic concerns predominated
(pp. 73–4). This may have been largely due
to Carolina’s recent creation and serious
deficiencies regarding municipal
infrastructure and services—which would
logically dominate political themes. Picó
also documents cases of institutionalized
race and class discrimination, such as the
forced exile of a local ex-convict to Vieques
without trial, after merchants complained
that he demanded food without having the
means to pay (pp. 64–5).

Chapter Three recounts Carolina’s
history after the U.S. takeover in 1898
until the disastrous Hurricane San Felipe
of 1928. According to Picó, Carolina is
rarely mentioned in documents regarding
the U.S. invasion and occupation. Among
those scarce references is the fact that
some residents of San Juan took refuge in
Carolina from the U.S. bombardment of
the capital in May 1898, and that Spain
officially turned over the municipio to
U.S. forces on October 6, 1898, twelve
days before handing over San Juan. U.S.
documentation is also scarce, although
one December 1898 military report
mentioned stationing troops in town
because of a rumored uprising organized
by leaders of Puerto Rico’s former
autonomous government. Nonetheless,
the occupation forces did not confront
the same problems as in the mountainous
region, perhaps in part due to Carolina’s
being the seat of military forces for the
surrounding area (pp.76–7).

Hurricane San Cipriaco of 1899
devastated Carolina, partly because—
unlike Spanish authorities in years past—
U.S. authorities failed to alert the mayor
of the imminent threat, so that many

people were taken by surprise (p. 78). 
The hurricane and related flooding of 
the river destroyed most of the houses,
although the church and alcaldía (city
hall) were saved. Upland residents lost
their farms and were forced to add
themselves to the sugar cane labor force.
As in much of Puerto Rico, the coffee
industry never recovered, and sugar cane
reigned supreme in Carolina. The early
twentieth century “Carolinan calendar”
was based upon sugar cane seasons. 
From mid-January until June abundant
employment provided by the dominant
industry quickened the pace of
commercial activity, decreased crime, 
and inspired weekend parties and
festivals. By contrast, during the “dead
time” from June through December,
workers sought work alternatives and
lived on credit, while crime increased 
and businesses suffered (p. 87).

As Picó does not detail Puerto Rico’s
political landscape, his account of early
partisan intrigues are interesting only for
readers with prior knowledge. Unionist
Party domination of Carolina might seem
surprising for a sugar-dominated
municipio located near the capital given
that party’s relatively nationalistic
rhetoric, while the Republican Party
generally found favor among sugar
interests eager for even closer ties to the
United States. However, it is worth
mentioning that the Autonomous Puerto
Rican Government of 1898—voted into
power just before U.S. invasion—was the
first island election to enjoy universal
male suffrage (p. 80).

Chapter Four deals with Depression-
era Carolina, the Second World War, 
and the beginning of Puerto Rico’s
modern economic and political transition
through Operation Bootstrap and the
Commonwealth political status during
the 1950s. Carolina residents reacted in
various ways to the collapse of sugar and
other elements of Puerto Rico’s grave
Depression-era crisis, from increased

1820 into hilly Trujillo Alto and riverine
Trujillo Bajo (p. 38).

As in other books Picó often frames
his discussion of documents within
regional and historical contexts. 
For example, Puerto Rico experienced
significant white immigration during the
early nineteenth century. Many of these
new immigrants—including non-
Spaniards—were attracted by offers of
title to large extensions of land, in
exchange for investment of capital and
experience in the sugarcane industry.
Liberalization of Spanish trade policy to
allow direct trade with countries other
than Spain, plus the 1815 Cédula de Gracias
allowing non-Spanish whites to
immigrate to Spanish colonies, took
advantage of the Haitian revolution and
subsequent removal of its sugar from the
world market, as well as the ongoing
independence revolutions throughout
Latin America (p. 36).

The municipio of Trujillo Bajo
comprised territory through which the
Río Grande de Loíza flows as it descends
from the mountains, but before it
reaches the sea. The seat of municipal
government was located east and south 
of the river; that area’s residents were
mostly Puerto Rican-born criollos who
owned small farms specializing in
products such as coffee, and slavery was
uncommon. By contrast, the northern
and western banks featured large
extensions of territory planted with sugar
cane, owned largely by a small number of
wealthy, often immigrant entrepreneurs,
many of whom lived in San Juan. 
The labor force depended heavily on 
the enslaved labor of people of African
descent; they included people illegally
brought into Puerto Rico directly from
Africa, even after Spain signed the
international agreement in 1820 banning
the slave trade (p. 57). Large landowners
complained that frequent flooding of the
river hampered access to municipal
services for which they were taxed

heavily, based on agricultural production.
On the other hand, upland criollos
resented the influence of rich absentee
foreigners on the other side of the river.
These and other tensions helped lead to
Carolina’s founding in 1857. This chapter
in particular would have benefited greatly
by including maps to help the reader
locate particular places and understand
the territory’s evolving relationships with
San Juan and surrounding regions.

Chapter Two tells the story of Carolina
from its founding until the US invasion in
1898. Interestingly, in its earliest years
Carolina’s mayor was appointed by the
governor; thus from the start the
interests of San Juan-based landowners
and the central government heavily
influenced local politics, a situation that
locals have struggled against ever since.

From the beginning of its existence
Carolina’s population was
overwhelmingly of color. The census of
1858 (p. 52) makes it clear that most of
Trujillo Bajo’s white population—already
the minority—remained with that
municipio when Carolina separated.
Nearly all of the enslaved population
ended up in Carolina; it was a sugar-
dependent municipio, dominated by a
small white elite—many of whom were
not residents—yet comprised mainly
people of African descent with a legacy 
of enslavement and resistance. Even after
slavery was abolished in 1873, Carolina’s
population of color increased,
particularly due to immigration of sugar
cane workers from the Eastern Caribbean
(pp. 62–3), illustrated by “typical
Carolinan” surnames such as Walker
(which was also Carolinan baseball hero
Roberto Clemente’s maternal family
name). In 1862 neighboring Cangrejos lost
its municipal status due to the 
“lack of white men to assume public
positions” (p. 58). The land considered
least valuable, Cangrejos Arriba, was added
to Carolina. It was comprised largely of
wetlands, lagoons, mangroves, and the
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numbers of women accepting sewing
piecework and a rise in property-related
crime, to increased labor and socialist
activism and even support for the
Nationalist Party (although Carolina
never was a leading center for the latter).
Another feature of the era was the
development of “public” recreation
spaces on former ranches, known as
“country clubs” but restricted to the San
Juan elite and some privileged members
of the local middle class; by contrast, the
poor majority had to be content with the
riverbanks as recreational spaces, one
more manifestation of Carolina’s
profoundly classist social relations 
(p. 143). Finally, during the Second World
War, Puerto Rican government planners
began considering San Juan and its
municipal neighbors as a single regional
urban entity. In 1950 Carolina became 
the third municipio to have a zoning
plan, preceded only by San Juan and Río
Piedras (p. 145). Construction of the
international airport in the coastal
wetlands of Isla Verde (once part of
Cangrejos Arriba) heralded tremendous
changes for Carolina’s future. 

Chapter Five recounts Carolina’s
transition to modern urban suburb from
the 1950s to 1980. The new airport
helped initiate Puerto Rico’s conversion
into a major tourist destination, while the
creeping advance of high rise beachfront
condominiums and luxury hotels
eventually eliminated the nostalgic Isla
Verde of deserted beaches and informal
eating and dancing establishments so
loved by the locals (p. 161). The rest of
Carolina began to experience an
explosion of suburban housing
developments and large shopping centers,
also described in Chapter Six. Yet for
most poor families displaced by the 
death of sugar cane the new urbanizaciones
and industrial jobs were out of reach. 
As elsewhere in Puerto Rico and Latin
America, land invasions (known
popularly as rescues) took over unused

lands under control of Puerto Rico’s
Land Authority; in Carolina the most
famous was Villa Justicia, home to more
than 1,300 families who the government
never managed to dislodge (p. 173).

Chapter Six brings Carolina up to the
present as the reinvented “Land of
Giants.” The 1980 Census revealed not
only that Carolina had become the
island’s third largest city, but that most 
of its residents had been born elsewhere,
thus illustrating the impact of
urbanization on the city’s development.
Carolina had left its rural past, yet “it
must be asked where it was going” (p.
180). Local leaders faced the dilemma of
satisfying the need, for example, of easier
access to jobs—often in San Juan—while
at the same time creating a sense of ident-
ity among a population without historical
ties to the place. The municipio’s long-
term plan for using historical figures,
sports, and public works to encourage
this Carolinan identity is noted but not
fully analyzed. There are also brief
references to women’s and senior citizen’s
concerns, as well as the serious issue of
crime and juvenile delinquency. The final
chapter—more of an epilogue—
enumerates some of the most recent
statistics. Picó concludes by categorizing
Carolina not as a “Land of Giants” but 
of “mills”: a city of workers, whose daily
milling supplies the energy upon which
society is based.

Picó’s previous histories of particular
communities are known for emphasizing
the common people: working class,
marginalized, non-white. Although he
desired to do the same for Carolina, the
fact that he relied almost exclusively on
official records—instead of providing
balance through extensive oral history—
resulted in much of the book’s reading like
the “lifestyles of the rich and famous”
similar to many other Puerto Rican
municipal histories, instead of the more
popular history he intended. Additionally,
more extensive use of contextual analysis,
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situating Carolina’s history within Puerto
Rico, the Caribbean, and the world, would
also have strengthened and enlivened the
narrative. Nonetheless, the level of detail
based on official and periodical records
makes this book a valuable resource for
Puerto Rican urban and social history.

R E F E R E N C E S
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Contrapunto de género y raza en Puerto Rico
Edited by Idsa E. Alegría Ortega and Palmira N. Ríos González
San Juan: Centro de Investigaciones Sociales, Universidad de Puerto Rico, 2006 
294 pages; $20.00 [paper]

REVIEWER: Milagros Denis, Rutgers: The State University of New Jersey—
New Brunswick/Piscataway

Contrapunto de género y raza is an
anthology designed to explore the
intersectional of race and gender in Puerto
Rico. The book is a result of an effort by 
a conscious and committed group of
scholars who seek to combine their
disciplines and creative talents to observe,
analyze, and dismantle racial and sexual
structures in Puerto Rican society. 
The essays and poems, which are elegantly
composed by fifteen women and one man,
document racism and sexism in Puerto
Rico. And more importantly, the writers
provide new evidence, case studies, and
methodology of study how race and
gender intersect to perpetuate systems 
of racial and gender discrimination. 
This review emphasizes primarily the 
key topics addressed in the book.

Racial discrimination is well
documented, and to keen observers it is
an integral part of Puerto Rican history.
And yet the subject is a source of
constant debate and denial among the
intellectuals. Early 18th-century accounts
of racism in Puerto Rico, for instance, is
found in Fray Iñigo Abbad y La Sierra’s
Historia geográfica y civil. He makes two
important observations: the majority of
the island’s population turned mulata, and
criollos oppressed the black Puerto
Ricans. In another historical account
pertaining to the Haitian Revolution,

which engulfed the Atlantic world,
historians have documented the fears 
of white Puerto Ricans planters and the
codes enacted by the Spanish colonial
government to control the black
population. Despite the numerous
narratives of the period, some Puerto
Rican intellectuals refuse to acknowledge
racial oppression. They insist on seeing
what they characterize as a class issue.
Again, Puerto Rican intellectuals, like
many of their counterparts in Latin
America, continue to insist on defining
the issue exclusively in class and not
racial terms.

For instance, in the 1940s, authors
such as Tomás Blanco labeled racial issue
as "un juego de niños" or kid’s game in 
his book El prejucio racial en PuertoRico. 
In that same decade, however, José
Colombán Rosario and Justina Carrión’s
El negro en Puerto Rico, contrary to the
assertion of Blanco, demonstrates the
problem of racism and the economic
disadvantages of black Puerto Ricans.
Admittedly, there is a gap of twenty years
with no major publications on the topic.
In 1963, we have a major publication
addressing the issue. Eduardo Seda-
Bonilla’s Los Derechos Civiles en la sociedad
puertorriqueña, and ten years later, we
have Isabelo Zenón Cruz’s Narciso
descubre su trasero. Most recent
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