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afectaron y sirvieron para su desarrollo intelectual y estético. Pienso en otros posibles 
ensayos de Márquez en los cuales nos presente su contacto positivo o negativo con 
Nicolás Guillén, Luis Muñoz Marín, Edgardo Rodríguez Juliá, Denah Lida, Antonio 
Benítez Rojo, entre otros y otras. Creo que el ensayo sobre Baldwin propone esos 
otros posibles textos que también serían una contribución de importancia, aunque de 
otra naturaleza, a los que nos ofrece ahora en A	World	Among	These	Islands.	Essays	on	
Literature,	Race,	and	National	Identity	in	Antillean	America. Satisfechos con la lectura 
de estos textos, dispersos y unidos a la vez, queremos saber más del autor mismo.  

The Young Lords: A Reader 
Edited by Darrel Enck-Wanzer
New York: New York University Press, 2010
228 pages; $26.00 [paper]

reviewer: Saulo Colón Zavala, University of Massachussetts—Amherst 

Palante,	Siempre	Palante!	is the well-known political slogan of the Young Lords Party 
(YLP). However, to move forward (palante) we sometimes have to look back in order 
to see where we came from and to clarify in which direction we should move next. 
Therefore, the recent collection of original writings by the YLP adds to the growing 
research on the “new social movements” of the 1960s and enables us to reflect on and 
make meaning of that world historical moment. This endeavor becomes increasingly 
relevant due to our own historical moment being similarly characterized by economic 
recession, foreign wars, patriotic racism, and political revolutions. An example of the 
expanding interest into this interdisciplinary sub-field is the new scholarly journal, 
The	Sixties:	A	Journal	of	History,	Politics,	and	Culture. The book here reviewed,  
The	Young	Lords:	A	Reader (2010), edited by Darrel Enck-Wanzer, draws from articles 
published in the Palante newspaper from 1970–1972. As Juan Flores states in a blurb 
and as Angelo Falcón reiterates in his review of the book for the National Institute 
for Latino Policy (NILP), this compilation of writings is “the documentary” (Flores) 
and “the definitive” (Falcón) sourcebook on the YLP.

 These assessments are true mainly because of the lack of scholarly publishing 
on the YLP, as pointed out by the editor, since the 1971 publication of the now 
classic Palante book of essays and pictures by the YLP and Michael Abramson 
(p. 2). Enck-Wanzer is not the first to note the lack of academic publications 
on the Puerto Rican Diaspora’s New Left. In this same CENTRO	Journal, 
more than fifteen years ago, Roberto Rodríguez-Morazzani wrote that “as for 
the generation of the sixties, with the exception of a few articles, mostly about 
one organization (of the YLP), there is no book-length treatment to be found” 
(Rodríguez-Morazzani 1994–95: 20–21), and Agustín Lao expressed shock that 
“despite the enormous significance of the Young Lords as a groundbreaking 
urban social movement [and] as the most visible actor of the Puerto Rican left 
of the sixties... there is not much scholarly work” (Lao 1994–95: 34). Since the 
time of their writing, a few academic articles have been published (Johanna 
Fernandez’s dissertation on the YLP has yet to be published in its entirety),  
as well as oral histories, interviews, a memoir, and chapters in broader 
publications that look at the “New Communist Movement” (Elbaum 2002), 
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“Freedom Struggles” (Fernandez 2003), and “the Third World Left” (Young 2006). 
These are listed in the book’s bibliography. 

Enck-Wanzer’s own dissertation was on the YLP and this compilation is a result 
of the research he did in the archives of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies. 
Hopefully, this more recent scholarship on the YLP will stimulate continued 
interest into organizations of the Puerto Rican Diasporic Left. Other work 
includes a recent dissertation by Rose Muzio on el	Comite-MINP, a compilation 
of essays and interviews published more than a decade ago on “The Puerto Rican 
Movement“ (Torres and Velazquez 1998), and a historical documentation project 
on the Puerto Rican Socialist Party in the United States, coordinated by Carmen 
Vivian Rivera and Andy Torres that has already produced several papers on the 
PSP (see boricuamovement.org). Some of this new research was presented at the 
Puerto Rican Studies Conference in Hartford in 2010.

However, in comparison to the increasing scholarly research that attempts to 
provide political interpretations of the diversity of organizations that existed and 
developed during “the long 60s,” especially on Students for a Democratic Society/
Weathermen and the Black Panther Party/Black Power Movement, the historical 
and sociological literature on the YLP is still scarce. So far, the best known 
attempt at crafting and presenting the history and the importance of the Young 
Lords Party has been the documentary ¡Palante,	Siempre	Palante!:	The	Young	Lords, 
produced more than a decade ago by Iris Morales, a former member who, along 
with Denise Oliver, wrote the Foreword to this book. Of course, there was the 
film El	Pueblo	Se	Levanta done in 1971 by Third World Newsreel, which captures 
the YLP in “reel time,” but the film Palante is noteworthy because it intentionally 
recognizes, explores, and presents the cultural and political significance of the YLP 
from the perspective of a former member grappling with its lessons and loss long 
after “the party” had ended.

In this review, I will offer some comments on how this compilation of texts 
is interpreted and my view of what is missing in the interpretation. This reader 
includes the already mentioned Foreword, an introduction by Professor Enck-
Wanzer, a few pages of pictures, “Puerto Rican Obituary,” by the recently 
deceased poet Pedro Pietri (first performed at the first People’s Church takeover, 
a fact revealed in both of the video documentaries but not mentioned in the 
introduction to the poem), and twelve sections of writings divided according 
to thematic content: Young Lords’ Platform and Rules; The Ideology of the 
Young Lords Party; The Origins and History of the Young Lords; On History; 
On Education and Students; On Revolution, Nationalism, and Revolutionary 
Nationalism; On Women in the Revolution; The Garbage Offensive; Health and 
Hospitals; The People’s Church; Social Justice Programs; and the Puerto Rican 
Revolutionary Workers Organization (PRRWO). 

These writings express the positions of the YLP on a variety of historical, social, 
and political issues. While it may seem that the writings of the YLP can speak for 
themselves (or as the editor puts it on page 2, “set the historical record straight... 
in their own words), that would negate the ideologically conservative impact of the 
transition from radicalism to reaction that took place in the 1970s, the ideological 
role of free market neo-liberalism (TINA: There Is No Alternative) in shifting 
emancipatory desires from citizenship to consumption, and the need for the historical 
and “sociological imagination.” These writings may be hard to grasp without a 
contextual and theoretical comprehension of some of the issues. An example of this 
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difficulty is expressed by Enck-Wanzer when he writes that “they (the YLP) sought 
transformations in the community that cannot be measured sufficiently through lenses 
of “influence” or “policy” success” (p. 3). He is correct: without an understanding of 
the political concept of “self-determination” or its historical basis (point 2 in the YLP 
Program and Platform), then the “serve the people,” or what he labels as social justice, 
programs become an example of community “betterment” (Introduction, p. 1) instead 
of “the need for systemic societal change,” which meant revolution, as stated by the 
former members in their Foreword (p. xiii). 

 The YLP was one of the most important “anti-systemic” (Arrighi, Hopkins, 
and Wallerstein 1989) political formations in communities of color, which 
were called “oppressed nationalities” during the “global sixties” (Dubinsky, 
Krull, Lord, Mills, and Rutherford 2009). This difference between terms is not 
about different ontological definitions based on evolved political contexts but 
is instead about the radically different political epistemologies that exist now 
compared to then. This difference is crucial to our understanding of the YLP 
because it pinpoints the central role of, and attention to, the development of 
liberatory ideology, or as Morales and Oliver put it in the Foreword “a clear 
vision of the interrelationships of oppression” (p. xiii) or what we would call 
“intersectionality” today, as a socio-historical “system of ideas” (p. 16) that was 
understood as necessary at the time “as the framework from which we move”  
(p. 25). The impact of ideological struggle on the YLP’s development is 
manifested by its separation from the YLO in Chicago, by its focus on and  
move to Puerto Rico in Ofensiva Rompe Cadenas (Offensive to Break the 
Chains), and by its transformation into the PRRWO. Yet these developments 
are presented by the editor as “complicated” in the first case, an “expansion”  
in the second, and as “a radical shift” in the latter (p. 5).

Another example of my disagreement with Enck-Wanzer is his description of 
the politics of the YLP and his grasp of the ideological frameworks (for example, 
Marxism and national liberation) that influenced the YLP members’ conception 
of themselves, their work, and their goals. He describes the 13 Point Program and 
Platform as consisting of “slogans for public recitation” that would be similar to 
what we call today “talking points.” Since these points ultimately state that the 
YLP is a revolutionary political party whose goal is “a socialist society,” I would 
disagree that they can be characterized as talking points because “talking points” 
are understood as part of a pluralist conception of politics and don’t express the 
ideological meanings inherent in their transformative intent (p. 9).

While the editor is to be congratulated for his effort in researching and 
compiling these writings into coherent sections, the chapter introductions  
are in fact interpretations disguised as historical or organizational context. 
The editor claims not to offer an analysis of the YLP, but simply to provide an 
“attempt at a fair introduction” (p. 6). However, in his attempt to re-present 
the YLP as he understands it based on the party’s own words, the lack of a 
comprehensive interpretation supports the point about the need for a full-
length interpretive accounting of the politics and practices of the YLP based 
on the context of the times, the specificity of their locations, and the racial, 
gender, class, and political conditions that existed. In order to understand 
“what the Young Lords might mean to us today” (p. 2), we need, as Agustín 
Laó writes in his CENTRO	Journal article, a “theoretically inclined... historical 
analysis” (1994–95: 36). Palante!	  
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Latino Politics
By Lisa García Bedolla
Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2009
288 pages; $26.95 [paper]

reviewer: Melissa R. Michelson, Menlo College

This book is an excellent addition to the literature, filling a crucial need for an accessible 
and thought-provoking introduction to the field of Latino politics. Drawing on her solid 
grounding in both Latin American and Latino politics, Dr. García Bedolla presents the 
mainland-based demographics and experiences of major Latino national-origin groups in 
the United States, as well as crucial home-country experiences (including those resulting 
from U.S. foreign policy) that shape the opportunity structures available to Latinos and 
contribute to continued flows of migrants and ongoing political behavior in the U.S. In 
other words, to borrow the author’s own terminology, the book addresses both agency 
(individual decisions and actions) and structure (the opportunities and barriers available 
to individuals). This structure places Latinos within the U.S. racial hierarchy, combines 
them into a pan-ethnic group, and affects individual social, political, and economic 
opportunities. In using this book to teach my Latino Politics class, I found this framing 
very helpful and accessible to students. For example, rather than viewing the issue of 
undocumented immigration to the U.S. simply as one of economic refugees seeking a 
better life, they could also see the influence of U.S. policies such as the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and internal policies in Latin America such as Mexico’s 
Porfiriato, which transformed subsistence farmers into landless peasants in need of wage 
labor. Similarly, rather than viewing the issue of Latino voter turnout (or the lack thereof) 
as one of individual choice, they could also see the role of institutions and of the rules 
of the game. Overall, students were better able to see the larger picture—the complex 
overall political systems and policies that lead to what at first glance seem to be isolated 
personal decisions by individual Latinos. 
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