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Handbook of Latinos and Education: Theory, Research, and Practice
Edited by Enrique J. Murillo, Jr., Sofia A. Villenas, Ruth Trinidad Galván, Juan Sánchez Muñoz, 
Corinne Martínez, and Margartia Machado-Casas
New York: Routledge, Inc., 2010
644 pages; $119.95 [paper]

reviewer: : Déborah Berman Santana, Mills College 

This edited volume is a very extensive and detailed compilation of historical  
and current scholarship about the education of Latinos in the United States.  
The list of nearly one hundred contributors reads like a “Who’s Who” in the field 
of Latino studies in general, and Latino education in particular. One of the most 
striking aspects is that most of the chapters are co-authored, which underscores 
the collaborative nature of the book. Each chapter includes extensive footnotes 
and citations of sources, which provide invaluable references for scholars, 
students, and practitioners of Latino education. In addition to the authors and 
editors, there is a three page-long list of consultants and advisors for each of the 
sections of this book. The editors offer a special note of appreciation for the 
support for this project given by the staff of the Journal	of	Latinos	and	Education, 
which is located at the California State University-San Bernardino. 

In the Foreword José Salvador Hernández recounts his experience as an 
elementary school teacher during the 1970s, always searching for information 
to help him understand the persistent academic underperformance by Mexican 
American children. He recalls that at the time there were very few resources 
available at the K-12 or even university levels, and what did exist usually placed 
blame upon “backward” Hispanic culture and “education-averse” Mexican-
American and Puerto Rican families. There was one emerging exception to the 
“blame the victim” school of thought regarding Latino education: namely, the 
emerging discipline of Ethnic Studies inspired by Chicano and Puerto Rican 
youth, student, and community movements. In Hernández’s view, this book is 
testament to transformation of Latino education in the U.S. over the last forty 
years. Specifically, he points to three major accomplishments. First, it documents 
“the legitimization of Latino education as a valued field of study.” Second, it 
highlights the “emergence of a new generation of scholars” that speaks to both 
the diversity of Latino communities and the multidisciplinary nature of Latino 
studies. Third, it is a testament to “the continuing evolution of how the Latino 
community thinks, feels, and sees itself” (p. xiii).

Enrique G. Murillo, Jr., sets the stage in the Preface for this work on Latino 
education by reminding the reader that the land we know today as the United 
States of America was a “rich seedbed of indigenous languages, cultures, and 
life patterns” (p. xv) long before European colonization. Spanish rule created a 
culturally mixed society that developed its own educational and social traditions 
over hundreds of years in Latin America, in general, and Mexico, Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, in particular. These were not erased with conquest of those lands  
by the U.S., despite the dominant U.S. narrative of Anglo-Saxon supremacy  
and consequent attempts to erase the cultural memory of its new subjects.  
In fact, Murillo points out that since its inception the U.S. has struggled  
with the contradiction between the ideals of equality, justice, and inclusion,  
and institutionalized practices of inequality, injustice and exclusion of groups 
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that were considered unwilling or unable to blend into the dominant “Anglo” 
national narrative. As such, Latino education has long provided a site for 
domination, contestation, and resistance. Even as the field of Latino studies  
has begun to gain some academic legitimacy, Murillo notes that in recent years 
“the underclass of Latino/a and immigrant workers and poor people at the margins 
of society has grown” (p. xvii). There remains, he argues, much to do. Murillo adds 
that this book intends to capture the breadth and depth of the research in the 
field of Latinos and education up to the close of the first decade of the twenty-first 
century. This may fairly be described as ambitious in scope; nonetheless,  
the impressive quantity and quality of the collaboration has arguably resulted in  
a landmark testament to the power of socially relevant academic production.

The book is divided into five sections of roughly equal length. Part One is  
an introduction to the history, theory, and methodology of Latino education  
in the United States; this section is edited and introduced by Sofía A. Villenas 
and Douglas Foley. Two chapters offer a history of Latino education.  
Their authors argue that such a history must begin with Spanish colonization 
in 1508 and Mexican independence in 1824 in what is today the U.S. southwest, 
as well as Cuban and Puerto Rican education especially after the U.S. invasions 
of 1898. Three chapters discuss the contribution of Latino education to various 
theories, methodologies, and praxis of education for marginalized communities. 
Of special note is the documentation of the still evolving field of Latino studies. 
During the past half century, this intellectually rigorous and community-informed 
body of work has powerfully challenged the mainstream views that disparage 
Latino culture and blame the victims for persistent underperformance of Latino 
children, while ignoring the role of institutionalized racism. Part One provides a 
historical and theoretical context that helps to situate the rest of the book. 

Part Two, edited and introduced by Ruth Trinidad Galván and Norma 
González, focuses on policies and politics. Ten wide-ranging chapters explore 
how processes such as transnationalism, diaspora, and the construction of “race” 
and ethnicity interact with the education of Latinos, including their role in 
the development of the “testing regime” in K-12 education. Several chapters 
are devoted to particular—and growing—challenges faced by Latinos in higher 
education, both as students and as faculty. Two chapters also highlight the 
critical role of community activism in increasing access, voice, and power for 
Latinos at all levels of education. 

Perhaps no other issue in Latino education has been more contentious in the 
U.S. than the role of the Spanish language and diverse Latino cultures and histories 
in the education of Latinos. Part Three is comprised of nine chapters that challenge 
myths and detail research-based realities of identity formation, language retention, 
and cultural affirmation as part of the education of Latinos. Several chapters 
challenging the misrepresentation of curricula that reinforce Latino students’ 
cultural and linguistic heritage as marginalizing or “anti-American” resonate 
profoundly, particularly in the current climate of attacks and even legislation that 
attempt to criminalize bilingual education and ethnic studies.

Part Four is dedicated to teaching and learning. While one chapter analyzes 
the impact of misleading or stereotypical Hollywood portrayals of Latino 
high school students, another outlines strategies for dismantling group-based 
inequality for “at risk” Latino students. There is a strong emphasis in this 
section on positive and detailed efforts to aid the professional development of 
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teachers of Latino children and youth, including creation of effective practices 
of accountability and assessment. This section of the book in particular seeks 
to study multiple aspects of Latino educational achievement through what one 
chapter refers to as “a framework of hope.” Readers of the book will no doubt 
welcome such a positive emphasis.

The concluding Part Five, edited and introduced by Margarita Machado-Casas, 
lists additional resources and information. Twelve brief chapters offer what might 
be considered a kind of “annotated bibliography” for a wide range of educational 
resources for Latinos, including adult/continuing education, commercial 
educational products, libraries and museums, and periodicals and non-print 
media. Some of these chapters are specifically targeted at parents, teachers, and 
community groups. One chapter is dedicated to resources in higher education, 
while another focuses on government relations, demographic information and 
statistics. Unsurprisingly, one chapter focuses on Internet tools and technology,  
a noble effort even though it may already be a bit out of date. 

Earlier works such as the critical reader edited by Darder, Torres, and 
Gutierrez (1997) and a history of education practices directed at Latinos by 
MacDonald (2004), have provided essential reading in the study of Latino 
education. While the prohibitively expensive price of the Handbook	of	Latinos	and	
Education:	Theory,	Research,	and	Practice may limit is usefulness as a classroom text, 
its value as a resource for research and teaching is undeniable.
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