
 

 

 

 
Abstract

The article is a theoretical testimonio of my experience as a translator of Luisa Capetillo (18791922), pioneering feminist, anarchist,

union organizer, activist, and espiritista. Translating Mi opinión sobre las libertades, derechos y deberes de la mujer provoked

many questions about the nature of translation and gender: What happens when a male author translates a female author? Do you

simply put the female author in the male role, and vice versa so that everyone involved ends up cross-dressing, so to speak? Does

language become a father tongue instead? Is there a way that translation can be seen in a less adversarial, predatory or

suspicious light that still respects gender, sexual, and racial difference? What are the political implications of translating Luisa

Capetillo into English, since in her time and to this day Puerto Rico is a colonial possession of the U.S.? The article offers a

tentative model of gender-sensitive translation based on Gemma Corradi-Fiumaras philosophy of listening and the ethical-erotic

mechanisms of feminist self-representation as they apply to Capetillo and her Spiritist beliefs.

 
Keywords 

philosophy of listening, gendered translation, anarchism,

visibility of translator, theories of translation

   

Centro Journal

ISSN: 1538-6279

centro-journal@hunter.cuny.edu

The City University of New York

Estados Unidos

West-Durán, Alan

Luisa Capetillo in translation: Notas para un testimonio

Centro Journal, vol. XIX, núm. 2, 2007, pp. 140-149

The City University of New York

New York, Estados Unidos

Available in: http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=37719208

   How to cite

   Complete issue

   More information about this article

   Journal's homepage in redalyc.org

Scientific Information System

Network of Scientific Journals from Latin America, the Caribbean, Spain and Portugal

Non-profit academic project, developed under the open access initiative

http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=377
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=37719208
http://www.redalyc.org/comocitar.oa?id=37719208
http://www.redalyc.org/fasciculo.oa?id=377&numero=7939
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=37719208
http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=377
http://www.redalyc.org

