
   

Caribbean Studies

ISSN: 0008-6533

iec.ics@upr.edu

Instituto de Estudios del Caribe

Puerto Rico

Shell-Weiss, Melanie

Reseña de "Revisiting Caribbean Labour: Essays in Honour of O. Nigel Bolland" de Constance R.

Sutton, ed.

Caribbean Studies, vol. 35, núm. 2, julio-diciembre, 2007, pp. 209-212

Instituto de Estudios del Caribe

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Available in: http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=39215017014

   How to cite

   Complete issue

   More information about this article

   Journal's homepage in redalyc.org

Scientific Information System

Network of Scientific Journals from Latin America, the Caribbean, Spain and Portugal

Non-profit academic project, developed under the open access initiative

http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=392
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=39215017014
http://www.redalyc.org/comocitar.oa?id=39215017014
http://www.redalyc.org/fasciculo.oa?id=392&numero=15017
http://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=39215017014
http://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=392
http://www.redalyc.org


Reseñas de libRos • book Reviews • Comptes Rendus 209

Vol. 35, No. 2 (July - December 2007), 195-233 Caribbean Studies

This English translation captures beautifully the richness, sensi-
bility and poetic style of Glissant’s writing as well as the author’s 
own sense of pleasure in “the sprinkling of Creole lines,” which for 
Edouard Glissant represent “above all the pure pleasure of writing at 
last a language as one hears it” (p. 14). Monsieur Toussaint consti-
tutes a unique account of one of the most fascinating historical figures 
of Haiti. It is an important contribution to the study of Caribbean his-
tory and its place in the largest context of world affairs. Glissant’s and 
Dash’s efforts are essential reading for all of those who are interested 
in colonial and postcolonial studies.

Nicole Kaplan
Central College, Iowa
KAPLANN@central.edu

Constance R. Sutton, ed. 2005. Revisiting Caribbean Labour: 
Essays in Honour of O. Nigel Bolland. Kingston, Jamaica: 
Ian Randle Publishers. 150 pp. ISBN: 976-637-190-3.

This edited collection of labor history essays grows out of discus-
sions begun at the 2003 Caribbean Studies Association meeting 

in Belize and promises to “provide today’s Caribbean labour move-
ments with an understanding of their history that can help them more 
effectively face the challenges of today.” (from the backcover) But 
it is also much more. Inspired by the work of O. Nigel Bolland the 
book brings together a mix of scholars from the well established to the 
newly minted. Like Bolland’s own path-breaking work, this collection 
spans both English and Spanish-speaking regions of the Caribbean. 
Written for both a scholarly audience and contemporary organizers, 
the work should serve as a shot in the arm to Caribbean labor histo-
rians, pointing a way forward while reminding the reader of just how 
far the field has come.

For scholars of the Caribbean, Bolland’s work needs little intro-
duction. And indeed it gets very little here. Sutton notes only Bolland’s 
multidisciplinary approach to issues of race, class and gender and his 
comparative framework as the issues the authors in this collection 
bring to bear on their subjects. She leaves the authors themselves to 
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describe the specific ways Bolland’s work has influenced their own 
analyses.

Broken into seven chapters, the book opens along roughly chrono-
logical lines. Antonio Lauria-Pericelli begins with a chapter describ-
ing how the force of labour was “co-opted by new political parties 
into the mass base of reformist regimes” in Puerto Rico of the 1930s. 
Lauria-Pericelli argues that Governor Muñoz Marín effectively cre-
ated new forms of colonialism “and a new haven for fractions of U.S. 
capital previously uninvolved in Puerto Rico” (p. 17).

Rhoda Reddock’s piece moves the reader to the English-speaking 
Caribbean over this same period and examines her own struggles to 
integrate the study of women’s work into a Marxist framework. Oral 
traditions and the wealth of new sources to chart this history are the 
focus of her article. By emphasizing women’s activism over this period, 
Reddock hopes to infuse a discussion of struggle and organization into 
discussions of work and labour, which she argues have largely become 
focused on “human resource management” instead (p. 37). 

The pieces by Constance Sutton and John Dumoulin move the 
reader forward in time to the mid-twentieth century period. Again, their 
work alternates between the English and Spanish speaking Caribbean. 
Sutton’s chapter recalls her own involvement in the 1958 Wildcat 
Strike among Barbadian sugar workers, over a period when she was 
completing her dissertation research and living in Ellerton, St. George. 
Sutton describes the events of the strike in vivid and striking detail. 
And through these reflections on this early period in her career, any 
reader familiar with Sutton’s extensive scholarship certainly can see 
both how her thinking and evolved over time as well as how closely 
she had remained tied to those events and the people who inspired her 
work from the beginning. Dumoulin’s work is equally personal, draw-
ing on fieldwork he conducted among Cuban sugarworkers between 
1959 and 1966 and concluding with his current impressions of the 
village he calls “La Nuñez” some twenty years later.

The final three chapters are more thematic than chronological, 
and prove the most theoretically engaging. A. Lynn Bolles explores 
how placing women at the center of Caribbean history has enlivened 
the study of labor history across the region. Entitled “Making Women 
Matter: Anglophone Caribbean Women Trade Union Leaders,” 
Bolles’ piece underscores the meaning history can have in everyday 
life. Placing women at the center of our histories not only changes 
how we understand the past, it empowers women in the present. Yet 

melanie shell-Weiss
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hers is not a view through rosy-coloured glasses but a call to arms. 
“Looking just at the role of women trade union leaders, the need is 
great because women as a group lagged behind on all front in orga-
nized labor,” Bolles writes. “There is a need for a full complement of 
skills to face the challenges in their respective country’s space in the 
global market” (p. 96). Still, like Boland, Bolles hopes that the “tradi-
tion and depth of experience of so many trade unionists...are grounds 
for optimism” (p. 97).

Karla Slocum’s chapter focuses on “Globalization, the Nation, and 
Labor Struggles within St. Lucia’s Banana Industry” to ask: “[D]oes 
the fact that Caribbean banana industries are centered within trends 
of global free trade mean that the national context has an insignificant 
role in determining labour’s status and action?” (p. 99). Answering a 
clear “no,” Slocum’s piece addresses how a transnational framework 
can enhance our understandings of the intersection between the local 
and the global. The result is a clear set of “best practices” for writing a 
case study that includes an important discussion of class, gender, and 
race alike.

Jean Stubbs has the final word in a chapter devoted to “Reflections 
on Class, Race, Gender and Nation in Cuban Tobacco, 1850-2000.” 
Like Bolland, Stubbs is a British scholar who is well recognized for 
her many path-breaking works in Caribbean Studies. Her chapter thus 
provides a reflection on how her own scholarship has evolved over the 
past twenty years, as well as how the nature of race, class and gender 
have changed in the Cuban nation. It is an appropriate note on which 
to end this collection because in many ways it is these types of articles 
that are its greatest strength. Work on the Caribbean, Stubbs reminds 
us, must inherently be “transregional,” spanning language regions, 
islands, and mainlands —in North, Central and South America— alike. 
The contributions of local scholars are important as well, as it is these 
types of “participatory historical research” which have helped “to 
stimulate research in what have been under-researched areas” (p. 134) 
and have enlivened the field of Caribbean Studies without doubt.

On balance, the result is an excellent collection that brings together 
a diverse body of scholars and scholarship into a single, concise vol-
ume. Sutton’s task was not an easy one. To be certain, scholars of 
the Spanish-speaking Caribbean will note that the number of articles 
on English-speaking islands outnumber those on Spanish-speaking 
regions by a small margin. It is also notable that while the United 
States and United Kingdom get a fair amount of attention in the col-
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lection, ties between the Caribbean Islands and Central America are 
mentioned only in Stubbs’ final chapter, and are missing altogether 
from the chapters on the Anglophone Caribbean. 

But Sutton’s mission, of course, was not to create an exhaustive, 
regional collection but to point a way forward, provide an assessment 
of how far the field has come, and to pay tribute to the large foot-
print O. Nigel Bolland has left in the field of Caribbean labor stud-
ies. The collection hits this mark squarely. A pleasure to read, this 
book deserves a place on the shelves of labor history scholars, whether 
they are working in the Caribbean or in borderlands of the U.S. and 
Latin America. Sutton is to be credited with creating a welcome book 
that breathes new life into the study of labor, and which underscores 
how just how vibrant and exciting the field of Caribbean labor studies 
remains.

Melanie Shell-Weiss
Department of History
The Johns Hopkins University
shellweiss@jhu.edu

Matthew Mulcahy. 2006. Hurricanes and Society in the 
British Greater Caribbean, 1624-1783. Baltimore: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press. 257pp. ISBN: 0-8018-8223-0.

When colonial hurricane victims ventured out of doors after the 
winds subsided, they described familiar worlds in a state of 

“strange havoc” (p. 2). It is this “havoc,” the impact of natural disas-
ters on human lives and endeavors, that Matthew Mulcahy uses as an 
effective focusing device to describe the vulnerabilities and the resil-
ience of Britain’s American plantation societies. 

Hurricanes plied a zone of destruction that was no respecter of 
conventional definitions of region. As storms gathered power in trop-
ical waters and were put into motion by Caribbean winds and cur-
rents, hurricanes surged across West Indian islands and pummeled 
the coastlines of southeastern North America. Shared risks defied a 
clean division between British colonies on the mainland and those in 
the West Indies. Mulcahy makes use of the idea of a “British Greater 
Caribbean” to let the natural range of hurricanes themselves deter-
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