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La obra de Maingot es lectura obligada para cualquier estudioso 
de las relaciones caribeñas y estadounidenses a lo largo del siglo XX. 
El texto establece un balance entre la línea argumentativa del autor y 
el desarrollo temporal de los eventos desarrollados por éste facilitando 
al lector una perspectiva clara de los temas aludidos. Sin embargo, 
por haberse escrito a mediados de la década del 1990 el texto presenta 
áreas que deberían ser matizadas ante el desarrollo de acontecimientos 
actuales especialmente en los temas concernientes a la migración y 
la situación de Haití. De igual forma sería interesante observar como 
acontecimientos tales como los del 11 de septiembre de 2001 y las 
nuevas políticas que surgieron como parte de la lucha contra del terro-
rismo han contribuido a trasformar las condiciones geopolíticas entre 
los Estados Unidos y el Caribe en los inicios del siglo XXI. El desa-
rrollo de las áreas anteriormente aludidas contribuirían a ampliar las 
posibilidades de un texto de gran calidad y profundidad académica 
que inicia un debate que sin dudas trascenderá una larga tradición de 
estudios caribeños que contemplaban las relaciones con los Estados 
Unidos desde la causalidad, el dictum econométrico y la racionalidad 
imperial.

Manuel R. Rodríguez
Departamento de Historia
Universidad de Puerto Rico
Recinto de Río Piedras
mrrv@onelinkpr.net

Ricardo Quiza Moreno. 2005. Nuevas voces…viejos asuntos: 
Panorama de la reciente historiografía cubana. Havana: 
Editorial de Ciencias Sociales. 297 pp. ISBN: 959-06-072706.

Oscar zanetti  2005. Isla en la historia: La historiografía de 
Cuba en el siglo XX.  Havana: Ediciones UNION.  124 pp. 
ISBN: 959-209-684-8.

Arguably, all histories (and histories of histories) are influenced by 
the political attitudes of their authors and their societies to one 

degree or another.  The history of Cuba and those historians who write 
it are no different. Beginning soon after the rise of the revolutionary 
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government of 1959, the island’s history became a tool by which both 
supporters and detractors of the revolution read their own interpre-
tations into Cuba’s past to critique its present and predict its future. 
Island and exile historians have either overtly or subtly used history 
for their current agendas, whether it has been exile studies of Cuban 
labor that conclude that labor under the Castro regime was actually 
worse than the days of chattel slavery or island-based histories from 
the 1960s to 1980s that religiously praised José Martí and the Cuban 
Revolution in their concluding pages.  

Recent history and historiography from the island has, thankfully, 
moved beyond blatant rhetoric to explore more systematically and 
truthfully a broader array of Cuban historical subjects than perhaps 
at any time in the island’s life. Two books published in 2005 are testi-
mony to how changes in nearly all aspects of Cuban life since 1992 can 
be seen in academia.  The historian Oscar Zanetti Lecuona’s Isla en la 
historia: La historiografía de Cuba en el siglo XX provides a whirl-
wind overview of central themes and approaches taken by mostly (but 
not exclusively) Cuban writers since the colonial period. Meanwhile, 
Nuevas voces…viejos asuntos: Panorama de la reciente historiografía 
cubana highlights recent research into previously understudied Cuban 
social history conducted by a new wave of Cuban historians who 
entered the profession mainly in the late 1980s and 1990s. Both books 
are useful tools to understand historical trends in Cuban scholarship 
and how the latest trend that explores social history is revolutionizing 
the way Cuban historians are creating new knowledge without the pre-
vious obligatory hallelujahs to Marxism and nationalism.

Zanetti’s Isla en la historia is an 89-page historiographical review 
that masterfully delineates how historians since the colonial period 
have examined Cuba. Rather than illustrate how historical research on 
given issues and times has evolved over the years, the author focuses 
on the themes and approaches that historians have utilized. Thus, 
Zanetti shows how and why historians focused on the things they 
did in the 1800s, the early 1900s, the 1930s to 1950s, during the first 
decades of the revolution, and finally since the onset of the Special 
Period in the 1990s. Ultimately, this approach suggests that histori-
ans are primarily guided by the historical forces in which they live, 
and this in turn influences their approaches to Cuban history. Zanetti 
observes that such teleological approaches to history shape much 
of the island’s historiography. For example, the writings of Ramiro 
Guerra, Fernando Ortiz and Emilio Roig de Leuchsenring were prod-
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ucts of these authors’ attempts to forge a new national consciousness 
in the 1920s and 1930s. The same was especially true during the first 
decades of the revolution when, as Zanetti laments, the production of 
history was too readily linked to the service of the island’s revolution-
ary agenda as Marxism and nationalism guided historical production. 
Such a use of history found historians rejecting non-Marxist historians 
and theorists while focusing predominantly on economic history to 
fit an economic determinist political agenda. Consequently, whether 
the colonial era, the 1920s or the 1970s, historians’ interpretations of 
the past —guided by their present interests— were intended to have 
political and nationalist import for the future.

The book’s concluding section on the production of history after 
the beginning of the Special Period continues this line. In Spain and 
the United States especially, historians have published a plethora of 
works focusing on the social history of pre-1959 Cuba —abandon-
ing the over-focus on the revolutionary era. Zanetti barely mentions 
this voluminous international literature, but he acknowledges that in 
Cuba during the 1990s historians began questioning, and even ignor-
ing, Marxist history. Scholars entering the profession had increased 
contact with international academics and more access to feminist, 
post-structuralist, micro-history and other approaches. As a result, the 
political atmosphere that came to question the authority of Marxism 
on the island influenced the production of history once again.

Isla en la historia is a useful guide for both the novice and expert 
on Cuban history. The book provides a thorough overview of Cuban 
writers —with a focus on books and manuscripts, but almost no aca-
demic articles. Zanetti does not exclude Cuban historians writing from 
exile, though he does not dwell much on their scholarship. Likewise, he 
does not ignore histories of Cuba written in Spain, the rest of Europe, 
Latin America, the U.S. or the former Soviet Bloc.  However, these are 
generally given brief mention and not fully incorporated into his larger 
project of examining how the island’s historians have evolved in how 
they treat their own history.

The book is not intended to be a thorough review of how histori-
cal research about key events and issues in Cuban history has evolved. 
With that said, such an approach would have been appreciated. For 
instance, during the past fifteen years there has been an explosion of 
new research —especially in Europe and the United States— about 
pre-1959 Cuban history. It would have been useful to see how, for 
instance, the writing of the history of slavery and Afro-Cuban culture 
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has evolved over the last century from different perspectives and from 
outside Cuba. Or, one could benefit by seeing how the labor move-
ment has been treated in the historiography written both on and off the 
island. Unfortunately, the approach taken in this book focuses mostly 
on post-1959 historians in Cuba and of that, one third of the book is 
on the 1960s-80s.

While Zanetti leaves the reader with a better understanding of 
how political issues have influenced the creation of history over the 
centuries, the collection of articles in Nuevas voces…viejos asuntos 
illustrates how a new wave of Cuban historians who began work in the 
1980s and 1990s has applied new approaches to traditional historical 
topics, reflecting a new interest in pre-revolutionary Cuban social his-
tory. Compiled by Ricardo Quiza Moreno, with a prologue by Jorge 
Ibarra Cuesta, Nuevas voces…viejos asuntos best works as a new his-
torical reader. Arranged chronologically, the book includes chapters 
on the pre-colonial Taíno, slavery and sexuality during the colonial 
era, military life and Protestantism during the War for Independence, 
education, the Rural Guard and international relations in the early 
republic, and land reform and the military in the 1950s.  

The book would be particularly useful to teachers wishing to 
infuse their treatments of Cuban history with some intriguing social 
history. For instance, for those wishing to examine the Taíno culture 
comparatively with the better known Taíno on Hispaniola, one could 
do worse than Ivette García González’s treatment of the indigenous 
in eastern Cuba. To overcome a common political approach to Cuba’s 
1890s War for Independence, teachers could refer to Yolanda Díaz 
Martínez, who explores how both Spanish and Cuban soldiers, by way 
of official procurements and thievery, fed and clothed themselves in 
order to fight the war while Yoana Hernández Núñez outlines the role 
of Cuba’s small Protestant community, its links to North American 
Protestants and the role of Cuban Protestants in the José Martí’s 
Cuban Revolutionary Party during the war. Those looking to human-
ize and socialize Cuban military history can consider three of the 
book’s chapters: the above-mentioned study by Díaz Martínez, Marilú 
Uralde Cancio’s examination of how the Guardia Rural emerged after 
independence, and Servando Valdés Sánchez’s composite biography 
of military officers during the 1950s.

It is refreshing to see these social histories and the use of theo-
retical approaches utilized outside Cuba for nearly two decades now. 
Unfortunately, the insularity that delayed the use of new theories con-
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tinues when one notices the absence of key works produced abroad on 
similar topics.  For instance, one finds no reference to the abundant 
scholarship on Taíno life elsewhere in the Caribbean or the plethora of 
international scholarship on slavery and slave life. Similar concerns 
exist for all of the chapters. In addition, most chapters simply end, 
with few conclusions or overall concluding remarks. Also, the book 
lacks a concluding chapter that could have brought together some 
common threads. In fact, other than reflecting a new wave of social 
history, the reader is hard pressed to find a common theme. One is left 
asking, why these articles and not others?  

While both Isla en la historia and Nuevas voces…viejos asuntos 
have modest drawbacks, each is an important work that showcases 
the richness of Cuban history and Cuban historiography. Undoubtedly, 
historians will be forever influenced by their times and political beliefs. 
Zanetti shows how this has played out in Cuba, especially in the past 
century. But as politics changes on the island, one would naturally 
expect historians to move with these changes, and Nuevas voces…
viejos asuntos clearly shows that the demise of Marxist rhetoric on the 
political scene is resulting in a new academic openness and creativity 
that bodes well for the production of future Cuban histories.

Kirwin R. Shaffer
Department of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
The Pennsylvania State University—Berks College
krs14@psu.edu

Christine Ayorinde. 2004. Afro-Cuban Religiosity, Revolution, 
and National Identity. Gainesville: University Press of Florida. 
383 pp. ISBN 13: 978-0-8130-2755-5 (Tapa rústica).

En este libro, Christine Ayorinde, conferenciante asociada de The Open 
University, Reino Unido, aborda las dimensiones históricas y socio-
antropológicas de la transformación socio-cultural y política de Cuba 
desde el período colonial hasta la era “revolucionaria” contemporánea. 
Desde un abordaje etnológico e histórico, esta obra en sus seis capítu-
los, una conclusión, un apéndice, su sección de notas bibliográficas, un 
glosario y una amplia selección de referencias bibliográficas, describe, 
discute y analiza la relación compleja y contradictoria entre la religión 
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