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noción avatariana insertada en este es una propuesta que merece ser 
analizada críticamente debido a las narrativas centristas que pueden 
estar subyacentes en esta proposición.

Aparte de estos elementos, el libro de Keegan constituye una impor-
tante contribución a la arqueología antillana ya que nos invita a rebasar 
el conteo de ceramios que ha caracterizado el quehacer arqueológico 
en las Antillas y demuestra la necesidad de aunar diversas fuentes de 
información con el propósito de construir historias polivalentes, que 
puedan a su vez ser reinterpretadas desde diversas perspectivas. El 
carácter permeable de la perspectiva presentada por Keegan en esta 
obra se desvía de las argumentaciones monolíticas que tienden a tener 
los textos de arqueología antillana, destacándose así este libro como el 
primero escrito en las islas utilizando esta perspectiva teórica y estilo 
narrativo. Esperamos que los interesados en la historia precolonial y 
en los momentos iniciales del contacto indo-europeo en el Caribe se 
animen a leer esta obra la cual ofrece una ruta, aunque caótica, para 
un entendimiento más íntegro de las múltiples dinámicas que se dieron 
en los primeros estratos de la secuencia histórico-cultural de las islas.
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Global Intrigues: The Era of the Spanish-American War and the 
Rise of the United States to World Power, written by Juan R. 

Torruella, is a short, concise and well documented summary of the geo-
political situation and the views and sympathies of the major economic 
powers exploiting the resources of the world during the latter part of the 
19th century. It also encompasses, as specified in the title, the intrigues 
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in which the major non-belligerent powers engaged before, during and 
immediately after the Spanish-American War. The thrust of the book is 
the manner in which the United States slowly forced itself into the exclu-
sive club of the major world powers at the end of the 19th century and 
entered the realm of world domineering states through an event which, 
to most people in that country, was a minor or insignificant event. At 
the end of the century some of the existing empires were on the rise, as 
was the case of Germany, Japan and the United States. At the peak were 
the British, the French, and the Portuguese. Russia was at its height, but 
its expansion was just in Asia, while the others, the Ottoman, Chinese, 
Austro-Hungarian and Spanish Empires were in decline or in decay. All, 
to a larger or minor extent, participated in an attempt to prevent the 
outbreak of the hostilities. Some, like Germany and Japan, stood on the 
sidelines during the War trying to obtain some advantage of the outcome. 
And, again, to a larger or lesser extent, they all exercised some influence 
during the peace negotiations.

The first half of the first chapter of the book is devoted to a brief 
description of the major powers, their strength, weaknesses and spheres 
of influence. The second half is dedicated to the growth of the United 
States and its development of a “Darwinian [type of] imperialism 
—a combination of geopolitics, religious righteousness and just plain 
commercial entrepreneurship—to justify its territorial aggrandizement 
and the conquering, subjugation and absorption of other people” (p. 28). 
At the end of the nineteenth century, the United States is sufficiently 
strong to pick a fight with a decaying power in what appears to be an 
insignificant war of a localized nature. However, its impact would be felt 
beyond the small theater of war, for it not only extended its effect to the 
participants on a short term basis but it also resulted in a long lasting 
geopolitical impact throughout the world. 

The European nations were uneasy with the expanding role being 
played by the United States, with the exception of Britain; their sym-
pathies were with Spain. France and Germany, for example, viewed the 
United States as insolent or as an “American Menace” or “The American 
Peril.” The Latin American countries, fully aware of the propensity of the 
United States to use force to promote its national interest, particularly, 
after the Mexican War, remained officially and cautiously neutral before, 
during and after the war. That caution or fear of the giant from the North 
was openly justified as demonstrated by the continuous interventions and 
unjustifiable use of force during the twentieth century. 

When referring to the Spanish-American War, many people think 
of the sinking of the Maine or the noble mission of freeing the Cuban 
people from Spanish oppression, but most people forget the Philippines. 
This was an essential part of the war effort. Why would the United States 
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want to grab a small group of islands on the other side of the Pacific? The 
acquisition of the Philippines provided an “imposing strategy advantage” 
in protecting the interest of the United States on the other side of the 
world (p. 164). This military presidio on the fringe of mainland China 
was a stepping stone to all Asian markets, since its conquest changed 
the geopolitical map of the entire Pacific region. It also set the stage 
for the grievances from Japan and the devastating event of forty years 
later. If the war with Spain in Cuba and Puerto Rico was short, with very 
few casualties, it was the opposite in the Philippines. The humanitarian 
efforts in the Philippines was converted into a “pacification” war which 
lasted three years, causing several thousand casualties to the U.S. mili-
tary and losses to the Filipinos running into tens of thousands. In addi-
tion, large areas of the Philippines and its economy would be destroyed.

The book concludes with an Epilogue which makes a worthwhile 
comparison which the author recognizes as “somewhat perilous.” 
Notwithstanding that assertion, the comparative analysis between the 
Spanish-American War and the war in Iraq is well taken. As stated by the 
author: “There are several remarkable points of coincidence not only in 
the conflicts themselves, but also in the attitudes and actions of the non-
belligerent in both encounters, as well as in the personalities involved, 
particularly on the American side.” Both wars were commenced on 
supposedly “moral and humanistic grounds.” On both, the immediate 
provocation—the sinking of the Maine in one and the weapons of mass 
destruction on the other—resulted in unfruitful or rather fictitious 
grounds. In both wars, the United States “…ultimately damaged its 
image as the standard bearer of fairness and respect for international 
law. In the latter, the damage “may be irreparable and long lasting” (pp. 
173-174).  

Global Intrigues makes fascinating reading. Its documentation is 
extensive and well reviewed. For scholars and students of history it is 
basically mandatory reading.


