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HUGo viera varGas

 comprensión del contexto social y cultural de cada género. En cambio, en 
los capítulos sobre las manifestaciones musicales en Jamaica, Trinidad, 
Cuba, Brasil y las Islas Bahamas su mirada se torna la de un observa-
dor acucioso pero en un contexto socio-cultural claramente ajeno. En 
Jamaica, el autor describe más su aprensión por un Kingston asediado 
por las drogas, la corrupción y la violencia que en vincular esta realidad 
con el surgimiento del reggae.

A pesar de que Charters alude a la idea de un lenguaje musical 
común en las experiencias musicales afrodiaspóricas, éste nunca llega a 
elaborar con nitidez cuáles son las características de este lenguaje. ¿A 
qué se refiere Charters cuando acuña la frase A Language of Songs? ¿Se 
refiere a características estrictamente musicales? ¿Cómo se desarrolló 
este supuesto lenguaje común? Aunque el autor advierte matices, las 
alusiones a este lenguaje común tienden a ser superficiales. El autor 
no utilizó, por ejemplo, conceptos como sincretismo, transculturación, 
y criollización, que hubiesen facilitado una mejor comprensión de la 
cultura musical africana en su diáspora. 

No hay duda de que Samuel Charters ostenta una escritura afable 
y entretenida. Este es un libro para un público no especializado ávido 
de conocer las experiencias de un ser humano sensible que ha tenido el 
privilegio de viajar y adentrarse en un mundo fascinantemente creativo.

Monique Bégot, Pascal Buléon, and Patrice Roth. 2009. 
emerging Caribbean: a political Geography. Jamaica: Ian 
Randle Publishers. 80 pp. ISBN-10:97663373930; ISBN-
13:978-9766373931.

Antonio González-Toro 
Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy 

Rutgers University, New Jersey  
antonio.gonzaleztoro@rutgers.edu

This book is an interesting addition to the geographic literature 
of the Caribbean. It contains a good combination of maps, 

diagrams, and text. Its landscape format (12.5 x 10.25 inches) permits 
large areas of the pages to be used for displaying the maps, which for 
the most part are very well designed, informative, and attractive. The 
general design makes it almost a coffee table book intended to reach a 
general audience.  
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The book is organized in five sections, that are titled “Situation,” (pp. 
4-11) “The Power of the Sea,” (pp. 13-28) “Mosaic,” (pp. 29-44) “Stir-
rings,” (pp. 45-59) and “From One Resource to Another” (pp. 61-75). 
In this review I will summarize the individual content of each section, 
followed by general comments about the book.

The first chapter titled “Situation” is a brief introduction to the 
Caribbean region. This chapter attempts to present the different geo-
graphical definitions of the Caribbean. The book does not limit itself to 
any one definition, as the maps in all chapters vary their scale to show 
the Caribbean. However many of the maps contain the greater Caribbean 
region from the archipelago of The Bahamas all the way South to Trini-
dad to the greater Caribbean region including coastal parts of North, 
Central, and South America. A quote shows the problem of defining the 
Caribbean: “the Caribbean at different times has appeared continuous/
discontinuous, single/multiple, large/small; its boundaries are not clear 
cut but when one searches for them, their reality is confirmed” (p. 4).

The chapter shows a map of the relative geographic location of 
the Caribbean on a global scale as well by hemisphere. A second map 
shows the major mountain ranges in North America, the northern part 
of South America, as well as the deepest points in the ocean in the 
Caribbean region. Another map shows the 17th and 18th century French, 
British and Spanish possessions. It also presents maps dedicated to the 
languages currently spoken in the Greater and Lesser Antilles. The 
section concludes with various hand drawn diagrams/maps that visually 
explain different versions of what the Caribbean may be interpreted as; 
for example a double ford between the Americas, the island archipelago, 
and the greater Caribbean region.

The emphasis in Chapter Two is on the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea’s historical importance as trade lanes. Therefore chapter 
text and maps are tied with economic, political, and historical issues. 
There are five beautiful maps in this chapter. The first one shows the 
geographic shifting of the “Atlantic Mediterranean” over time beginning 
in the 9th and ending in the 19th century. There is a second map of ports 
and seaways in the greater Caribbean, as well as a map showing Exclusive 
Economic Zones. A fourth map titled “Backyard of the United States” 
shows the military presence and political influence of the United States 
in the Caribbean. A final map shows the geographic extent and the 
impact of regional economic organizations such as the Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) and the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS), as well as economic links to Europe and to the United States.

Chapter Three is mainly about cultural, socio-political and demo-
graphic aspects of the Caribbean. It addresses issues like diversity, diver-
gence, independence and dependence, as well as demographic trends like 
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population growth and density in the region. The maps in this chapter 
show the process of achieving political independence, regime and status, 
and population. The final map of the section shows regional Human 
Development Index (HDI) for 2005. The HDI is a composite index that 
combines health, education, and economic indicators onto one number 
between 0 and 1. This is perhaps the only map in the book that requires 
reading the text to understand it due to its more technical nature.

The fourth chapter, “Stirrings,” starts with a note about one of the 
English-speaking Caribbean’s most notable writers, Nobel laureate 
V.S. Naipaul. It is written in such a way that, for those with literary curios-
ity, almost invites them to go pick up a book by this master of letters. The 
chapter itself is a collage that connects via both cartography and text, the 
physical geography of the region with its population, emigration patterns, 
and economics. The maps by themselves tell the story, but the reading 
is engaging and ties well with the maps. This chapter’s maps begin with 
illustrations representing three dimensional views of the physical Carib-
bean as in viewed from space. In my opinion, these 3D representations 
are not presented with the best resolution, which makes the four illustra-
tions hard to interpret as well as not very useful to the reader. A second 
map shows in vivid colors the various kinds of natural hazards to which 
the region is exposed including major hurricanes, volcanoes, as well as 
tectonic activity in the region until 2006. The third map in this section 
presents the location and relative size of the major cities in the greater 
Caribbean region. It describes the migrations from the Caribbean to the 
United States and to Europe. Finally a fourth map shows the air trans-
portation patterns both passengers and freight for the region. 

Chapter Five directs the reader’s attention to the economic history 
of the region. From the “Age precious metals” referring to the time at 
the beginning of colonization when the islands were primarily mined for 
gold, and silver, to “Age of spatial” which refers to the importance of 
the region for both the North American and European space programs, 
in Florida and in French Guiana respectively. The text of this section 
explains the history and transitions between these two ages. The first map 
shows sugar production along with bananas and coffee. The second map 
presents the primary hydrocarbon and mineral production areas as well 
as their transport routes. A third map presents the tourism industry (total 
tourist numbers per country, in cruise lines as well as expenditures). The 
fourth map in this section shows free port zones, fiscal havens, and illicit 
trafficking routes. A fifth map is a collection of six maps that show the 
historical growth and location of Universities, starting in 1538 to the 
present. The final map of this section (and the final of the book) shows 
the communication technologies interconnection that the region has 
with the rest of the world.
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The final part of the book includes a glossary of the more techni-
cal terms found in the text, followed with a list of books, websites and 
journals that may be of interest to the lay reader  The list however is not 
comprehensive enough for academics.

Design-wise, the cartography of the maps shown in the book is gener-
ally very good.  Most of the maps are located in two pages therefore they 
are split by the hinge of the book.  Depending on the area covered by the 
map this may or may not impede proper reading of some of the maps. 
This is a decidedly non-academic book. The texts are written without 
direct references, in an essay fashion which makes them easy to read and 
understand. As the book “epilogue” (located in the back cover of the 
book) expresses, it was conceived as, “accessible to a family readership, 
as well as providing a handbook for curious travelers, secondary school 
and university students.” I would recommend this book to “Caribbean-
ists” as well, given the general lack of a current atlas for the region as it 
provides a good visual reference.

B.w. Higman and Kathleen E.A. Monteith, eds. 2010. West 
Indian Business History: enterprise and entrepreneurship. 
Kingston, Jamaica: University of the west Indies Press. 236 
pp. ISBN: 976640240X.

Eric Armstrong. 2010. a History of Money and Banking in 
Barbados, 1627-1973. Kingston, Jamaica: University of west 
Indies Press. 160pp. ISBN: 1461906849.

Peter James Hudson 
Department of History 

Vanderbilt University 
peter.hudson@vanderbilt.edu

Business and banking history are relatively underdeveloped fields 
within the English-speaking Caribbean and many of the books 

published on particular business and banking institutions are of dubi-
ous merit. A good number of these monographs are little more than 
vanity publications issued to commemorate a marketing milestone or 
a corporate birthday. Often, these texts are lavishly illustrated, expen-
sively bound, and, given their privileged access to archives, well sourced. 
Generally published to serve an audience of shareholders and staff 


