
 

 

 

 
Abstract

This paper assesses the performance of Mexican electoral authorities during the 2012 presidential campaigns concerning citizens’

right of information. By means of a theoretical review of the concepts of freedom of speech and right of information a case is made

for the necessary complementarity and interdependence of both concepts. The paper explores the approach that electoral

authorities adopted on three different spheres, namely, the "suggested guidelines" that were submitted to radio and television

agencies for the coverage of electoral campaigns; the mo- nitoring of campaigns coverage by radio and TV news broadcasts; and

the organization and promotion of electoral debates among Mexico’s presidential candidates. This review reveals a considerable

clash between theory and the ife’s and tepjf’s practices. The paper closes with some general remarks on freedom  of speech and

the role of electoral bodies in Mexican politics, as well as with a proposal of various reforms that could reinforce freedom of speech

and the right of information in the coming electoral campaigns.
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