
 

 

 

 
Abstract

This paper begins with a series of findings on the increasing focus on the memories of the recent past, particularly in societies that

have undergone periods of political violence, dictatorships and civil war s. In analysing the moment of installation of the

institutional, territorial and symbolic marks (understood as expressions produced by various actors and state policies and social

movements that respond to the demands of these social actors), one can see h ow memories of the recent past, suffering and

political violence act as stimuli for countless rituals, cultural productions, and a search for interpretations and explanations. This

paper seeks to question some of the basic assumptions and basic innuendos i mplicit in the "duty of memory": an exploration of the

relationship between memory and justice, between memory and democracy, and between preservation - preservation and

transmission. By analysing these relationships, this paper aims to relocate memories in the context of broader and longer - lasting

structures and social processes; centrally linked to the persistence of multiple social inequalities and the relationship between

memory and political present. To do this, some institutional state processes are ana lysed, both at the symbolic level and in the

field of education and transmission, in order to present some situations that allow the task of rethinking and raising further

questions about the relationship between memory and democracy.
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