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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the ethos of interculturality at the Intercultural Universities (IU) in Mexico. Based on the
documents and interviews carried out at five universities between 2006 and 2009, it has been observed that the institutionalization
of intercultural education within the state sector has created a space of encountering and debate between the politics of recognition
and the radical ideas of educators in the tradition of Latin American constructivism and popular schooling. The paper concludes by
highlighting the great gap between the academic debates on multiculturalism and the sometimes anguished debates of iu
professors facing entirely new challenges in education, such as teaching indigenous origin people their own language with teaching
methods suitable for a second language, or students using scientific research methods in their hometowns where the division of
the role as relative or family member and that of researcher is not always acknowledged. This interweaving of ideas and identities,
intended and recovered, intermingled with the language and birthplace, in a context clearly marked by socioeconomic class
inequalities and social mobility aspirations, constitute the tapestry of the debate at the IU.
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