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Currently, there are more than 30 000 
crustacean species described, mainly from 
the plankton, the nekton, and the benthos. 
They can be found in marine waters of 
different depths; however, they are also 
known to occur in freshwater and terres-
trial habitats. These arthropods play an 
important role in the energy flux and 
food webs of different ecosystems. Many 
crustaceans, especially decapods, are eco-
nomically very important: they support 
artisanal as well as industrial fisheries, 
and are cultivated in intensive or extensive 
systems. All these activities have a strong 
social-economical impact in most Latin 
American countries.

In recent years, there has been a 
growing interest in environmental topics, 
including those related to the marine 
realm and its resources. One notable 
and steadily increasing group are the 
carcinologists who are contributing with 
their studies to our knowledge concer-
ning these crustaceans. Currently, this 
taxonomic group receives growing inter-
est to study different aspects of its life 
cycle, fishery-related activities, aqua-
culture, as well as its responsible explo-
itation. Therefore, crustacean specialists 
were invited to present the results of 
their ongoing research during the XXV 
Congreso de Ciencias del Mar de Chile 
and the XXV Congreso de Ciencias del 
Mar de Chile, which were organized 
by the Escuela de Ciencias del Mar of 

the Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Valparaíso, Chile. The jointly organized 
congress was celebrated during 16th to 
20th of May 2005 in Viña del Mar, Chile, 
and was supported by the Sociedad 
Chilena de Ciencias del Mar (SCHCM) 
and the Asociación Latinoamericana 
de Investigadores en Ciencias del Mar 
(ALICMAR). 

The presentations given during the 
Crustacean Symposium were beyond 
expectations, and all of them were 
valuable contributions to our knowled-
ge of these organisms. This sympo-
sium was supported by the Asociación 
Latinoamérica de Carcinología 
(ALCARCINUS), which aims to pro-
mote the integrated development of 
carcinological studies of its different 
disciplines in Latin America. 

The present volume consists of 18 
contributions presented during this sym-
posium, and is intended to provide new 
insights concerning the carcinological 
resources in Latin American waters. The 
scientific editors of this volume would like 
to express their most sincere gratitude to 
the authors who decided to submit their 
manuscripts, to the referees for their criti-
cal and helpful revision of the manuscripts, 
to the Revista de Biología Tropical and its 
editor, Julián Monge N., for accepting and 
supporting our proposal to publish this 
special volume, and to Mónica Chávez for 
her excellent and constructive collabo-
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ration as assistant during the edition of the 
present supplement. Finally, we would like 
to thank Ristic AG, Oberferrieden, Germany, 
and the Vicerrectoría de Investigación of the 

Universidad de Costa Rica for their econo-
mic support; thanks to their contributions is 
was possible to finance the present special 
volume of the Revista de Biología Tropical. 
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