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Lydia Rodríguez-Hahn, Titular Professor of Chemistry at the
Institute of Chemistry, National University of Mexico (UNAM)
in Mexico City and a member of the Editorial Board of Planta
Medica, died on May 20, 1998. As a natural products chemist of
international distinction, her death is a serious loss to the
Institute of Chemistry as well as the scientific community as a
whole.

Lydia was born in Madrid, Spain, but she and her family
had to leave the country during the Spanish Civil War in 1936.
After nine years in the Soviet Union, she came to Mexico at
the end of the Second World War. She completed her under-
graduate education at the School of Chemical Sciences at
UNAM in 1954. After three years as a research scientist at the
Catholic University and the University of Chile in Santiago,
Chile, she studied with D. H. R. Barton at the Imperial College
of Science and Technology in London, England, where she
received her Ph.D. in 1962. She returned to Mexico and joined
the Institute of Chemistry at UNAM, moving through the aca-
demic ranks to achieve the highest rank of Titular Professor in
1979. Besides her studies in organic photochemistry, her
major scientific contributions were in the areas of structure
determination and chemistry of natural products from higher
plants and their use as biochemical systematic markers. Her
studies of the diterpenes and other constituents of the Salvia
complex (Labiatae) were elegant and concise. She educated a
new generation of excellent scientists who will continue her
legacy. Her scientific work resulted in about 100 peer-revie-
wed publications. Her lasting contributions to the chemistry
and biochemical systematics of Mexican Salvia species are
summarized in several review chapters. Lydia was a long-time
member of the Mexican Academy of Sciences, and in 1997
she was awarded the “Premio Universidad Nacional” for her
life-time research accomplishments in Natural Sciences.

Lydia’s interests and human endeavours were manyfold.
As an educator, she was a highly demanding and dedicated
teacher and research adviser. Among the students in the
Institute she was respectfully known as the “iron Lady”.
During her whole scientific career she was dedicated to the
advancement of natural products chemistry and the education
of her students. In her private life, she and her husband

Ludwig Margules, a renowned theater director, created a
humanistic and artistic environment for their children and
friends. Her enthusiasm for literature was common knowledge
among her colleagues and friends.

One of my everlasting memories of Lydia will be her
symposium lecture at the Fifth Chemical Congress of North
America in Cancun, México, in November 1997. Severely
weakened by her illness and barely able to speak, her presenta-
tion was a demonstration of inner strength and dedication to
her scientific community. During my visit in Mexico City in
early May last year, I was fortunate to pay her a short visit at
her home. In spite of her severe illness, she was preparing an
obituary for her mentor, the Nobel Laureate D. H. R. Barton,
who had died in early 1998. At that time, I was not prepared to
entertain the thought that I would write an obituary for her so
soon after.

She will be missed by her colleagues at UNAM and many
other scientists and friends around the world. We extend our
sincere sympathies to her husband Ludwig Margules and other
members of her family.
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