
 

 

 

 
Abstract

This document displays information regarding the presence, structure and dynamics of agricultural-systems of Quito’s Metropolitan

District (DMQ) and its evolution in the last decades. Some of the changes in the evolution could be occurring in response to the

demographic growth and to the global warming effects. The global warming effects on this socio economical sector are certainly

gradual and they are subject to some degree of uncer- tainty due to climate variability (short term) and the Global Warming itself

(mid-term). Those changes could be related directly to the weather, for example to the alterations on the annual rainfall patterns,

but also indirectly. The changes occurring in agricultural systems and its productivity are visible only over several years of study.

Unfortunately, agricultural systems and its activity have not been studied and characterized in detail in the DMQ. The local

government and universities have not considered these kind of studies as priorities. As a matter of fact, the evaluation of the

impact caused by Global warming directly and indirectly on this socio-economical sector is still incomplete, principally due to the

lack of information concerning the dynamics of local agrosystems. With the currently available information, it is possible to

demonstrated that this productive sector is quite sensitive [mid-term] to the increase of the average temperature and to the

increased on frequency and intensity of extreme events (extended droughts during dry seasons, rainfall increasing and floods

during rainy seasons, as well as the decreasing of irrigation with water from glaciers).
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