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Economía Urbana
Roberto Camagni
Antoni Bosch Editor, 2005
303 pp. 

What’s the raison d’étre of cities?  How are organized the productive
activities in urban areas? On what elements the sustainability of the urban
development is based? From the back cover of the Spanish translation,
these and another questions show that urban economics is an exciting
research program, as this book luckily teaches us.

These are some of the basic questions which will be treated in this
book, indispensable for all researchers and public policies professionals
interested on urban planning, urban economics, sustainability, and
economic development.

As pointed out in the Introduction of the Spanish translation, com-
pared with the original edition (the Italian edition), the book has a tre-
atment of urban sustainability and elements of the territorial, regional
and urban policies. At the same time, the Spanish translation, as again
is observed at the Introduction, some technical foundations and mat-
hematicians foundations of the original edition have been suppressed.
This characteristic allows the use of this book in undergraduate courses
in urban economics, government, public policies, law and economics.

The book has an interesting introduction about cities dynamics, its cons-
titutive logic and forms of structuring. After this short and very interes-
ting introduction, the traditional subjects in urban economics are studied.

Firstly, the book starts with an introduction to the basic elements of
space economics, with highlights about problems of localization and urba-
nization, passing trough a detailed analysis about the optimum size of
urban agglomerations. As the author notices, one of the great advan-
tages of the cities is the creation and some kinds of networking and sca-
le economies, despite the creation of synergies, or in a more specific eco-
nomic jargon, positive externalities. The problem posed is that, from a
point of view, the urban agglomerations generate diseconomies of the
scale and considerable negative externalities. So, the problem is, obviously,
to know how big must be a city or what is its optimum size.
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The author explains that this trivial question does not have an easy
reply. To answer this and other questions, the author starts to analyze
important aspects of space theory and space competition (and the acces-
sibility). He provides a simple, however elegant presentation, of the
model of Von Tünen. 

After that, thirdly, the book approaches problem of space organiza-
tion and the principle of hierarchy. Fourthly, the book describes, in as
exhausting form, the problem of the urban rents.

After this presentation, the problem of the sustainability is descri-
bed in the book. It is important to notice that until the 90’s this kind
of subject –inescapable– was unusual in books of regional and urban eco-
nomics. The chapter about sustainability is basic and essential.

Finally, the author approaches the problem of regional and urban plan-
ning, concluding the basic presentation of the book in an elegant and
“economical” form.

This book can be used as a text book in undergraduate courses and
in introductory level graduate courses, since the mathematical treatment
is simplified. Nevertheless, the book is an excellent manual to urban eco-
nomics students and professionals.

This text book introduces proper elements to the European institu-
tional reality, differentiating it from books produced in the Anglo-Saxon
world, which only retrace some specific realities. However, this book could
be perfectly used in a development course, mainly in Latin American coun-
tries. The book, by the way, is already adopted in some Universities of
Brazil, in courses as such as urbanism, public policies and economics.

It is important to say that Roberto Camagni is an authority in urban
and regional economics. He was director of the Department of Urban
Areas, in Rome, during the Government of Romano Prodi. Additionally,
he was vice-president of the Urban Affairs Committee of the OECD, and
president of the Associazione Italiana di Scienze Regionali. Nowadays
he is professor of Urban Economics and European Territorial Policies at
the Polytechnic School in Milano, and president of the Regional Euro-
pean Science Association.

— Marcos Fernandes Gonçalves da Silva
Escola de Economia de São Paulo, Fundação Getulio Vargas


