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Facing cultural diversity. Cities under stress
Alain-G. Gagnon, Bernard Jouve, Eds.
Ed. Pul, 2009
140 págs.

Cultural diversity is a fundamental aspect of urban life, particularly in 
large metropolitan cities. In this book, the authors, experience a new 
division of labor between cities and the State regarding political, institu-
tional and the procedural handling of the ethnic minorities. This cosmo-
politanism now extends beyond the metropolitan context and affects all 
cities that have experienced significant diversification of their populations 
in recent years. 

This book underlines the various policies that have been elaborated by 
local authorities on the issue of ethnic minorities by using a comparison 
between Canada, United States, France, Germany, Great Britain, i.e. 
between Europe and North America. The ethnic diversification of the 
population is felt most keenly at the local level. 

The study is structured in seven contributions. In the first, the 
author explores everyday life in the cities and neighborhoods in which 
Muslim groups choose to reside in France and Britain. In both coun-
tries, mosques have moved from being marginal actors to key players 
in the field of municipal politics. In the last years Muslims express 
sentiments of deprivation in a variety of ways and demand corrective 
measures.

Frank Eckardt provides a vision at the local and urban levels by address-
ing the issue of cultural diversity in the field of housing in Germany. In 
particular, the author describes the German model of integration, exam-
ining relative measures of successful integration among immigrants in 
Hamburg, Frankfurt and Dresden, cities with their own political strategies 
with a view to accounting for ethnic and cultural diversity in the develop-
ment of city politics. 

The contribution of Liette Gilbert continues the discussion to the 
North American context. In the Canadian context, social policy has con-
tributed to a facilitation of immigrant integration. In the United States, 
in contrast, discourses based on the principle of equality of opportunity 
have been prominent. 

Ottawa and Vancouver are studies by Christian Poirier focus their study 
in democratic governance, stresses the management of ethnic diversity. 
He explores administrative and political structures in which identity-



U
rb

an
 P

ub
li

c 
Ec

on
om

ic
s 

Re
vi

ew
  |

  R
ev

is
ta

 d
e 

Ec
on

om
ía

 P
úb

lic
a 

U
rb

an
a

110110

building, interest articulation and political discourses are being shaped 
and advanced. 

Germain and Alain study the management of ethnocultural diversity 
in metropolitan Montréal through a systematic study of municipal reforms. 
Immigrants have had a discrete presence on the local political scene.

Bernard Jouve, in the last chapter, shows the extent to which socio-
political and institutional considerations have a significant impact on the 
implementation of public policies at the local level. He think that the 
restructuring of modern states, which is gradually resulting in multi-
level institutional governance of minority demands in liberal democracies, 
has meant that cities are now being transformed into political spaces 
within which otherness is addressed. 

In short, the communities that result from immigration are increas-
ingly part of an identity dimension of social movements that see cities 
and related public institutions as additional arenas for voicing claims.

— María Cadaval
Universidad de Santiago de Compostela


