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JUAN R. CUADRADO-
ROURA (ed.). Springer-
Verlag 2010, Regional 
Policy, Economic Growth 
and Convergence. Les-
sons from the Spanish 
Case, XI-311 pages.

in this book we can find several 
analysis in regional development poli-
cies and the study of changes which 
have taken place in specific cases, 
concentrated these ones in spanish re-
gions.  the goal of this book has been to 
offer some contributions to the analysis 
of the relationship between economic 
growth, regional convergence and the 
regional policies applied in this country, 
using different approaches to an speci-
fic case study.

the book has two parts clearly 
differentiated. the first part, entitled, 
“the spanish experiences of regional 
Policies”, where three works gave a 
review about regional problems and 
policies in spain and its regions. the 
first paper, “spain as a Case-study: 
regional Problems and Policies” by 
J.r. Cudrado-roura, begins with a 
historical vision of the regional problems 
since Xvth Century until our days. the 
second work, “regional economy and 
Policy in spain (1960-1975)”, by the 
same author, considers the main fea-
tures of regional policy in spain during 
this period, with a brief description of 
some of the most significant results, 

describing some background too, with 
reference to several previous policies. to 
finalize this first part, t. Mancha-navarro 
and r. garrido, in “the evolution of 
spanish regional Policy, 1977-2008”, 
offers an overview of the evolution of 
spain´s regional policy since joining the 
european union (eu), focusing in the 
effects of the european structural Funds 
Benchmarks. 

the second part, “regional 
growth, structural Changes and Con-
vergence”, collects ten papers centred 
in the different views –with different 
methodologies- of the regional deve-
lopment in spain during recent years. 
this part begins with a paper entitled 
“Macroeconomic effects of the euro-
pean Cohesion Policy in the spanish 
economy”, by s. sosvilla-rivero, where 
using HerMin macroeconometric mo-
del of the spanish economy, analysis at 
national level, the effects of the funds 
received in the two benchmarks 1989-
2006 and 2007-2013. r. garrido and 
t. Mancha-navarro, in “the spanish 
regional Puzzle: Convergence, diver-
gence and structural Change”, provide 
new empirical evidence on the evolution 
of regional disparities in spain, and to 
relate such evolution to the structural 
changes that ocurred in the spanish 
economy and its regions from 1986 to 
2007. in chapter 6, M. Mas, F. Pérez 
and J. Quesada, analyze over the last 
20 years, the spanish economy and 
the growth trend in “the sources of 
spanish regional growth”. an analy-
sis of the regional convergence using 
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0-convergence test. J.r. Cuadrado-
roura and a. Maroto-sánchez, in “re-
gional Productivity Convergence and 
Changes in the Productive structure”, 
provide some results and elements from 
an analysis of regional economic con-
vergence in spain taking into account 
the relationship between structural 
changes and productivity trends. in 
“infrastructure investment, growth, and 
regional Convergence in spain”, by a. 
de la Fuente, estimates the contribution 
investment to the growth of output and 
employment in spain and its regions 
analysing the impact of this factor on 
the process of regional convergence 
using a simple supply-side model esti-
mated with a panel of spanish regional 
data. o. roca-sagalés and H. sala in 
“Public Capital effects and regional 
spillover in spain”, evaluate to what 
extent spain as a whole and each of 
its regions individually respond to the 
economic stimulus provided by this 
investment using var methodology. in 
chapter 10, J.M. Pastor, J.l. raymond, 
J.l. roig and l. serrano, “supply and 
use of Human Capital in the spanish 
regions”, go over the achievements of 
spanish society as regards improve-
ments in the per capita endowments of 
human capital, the degree of use of this 
potential human capital and the returns 
of this one, during the 1977-2007. in 
this same line, l. ayala, a. Jurado and 
F. Pedraja, in “inequality and Welfare 
in intra-territorial income distribution” 
assess the variations in the differences 
regarding inequality and welfare level 

across the spanish regions. in chapter 
12, e. reig, “the Competiveness of 
the spanish regions”, reflects about 
the competitiveness following two 
approaches: prices and costs versus 
productivity. Finally, in chapter 13, J.r. 
Cuadrado-roura, in “regional growth 
and regional Policies: lessons from 
the spanish experience”, gives a new 
review of the last three decades in spain 
and the spanish researchers’s contribu-
tions in economics, at regional level.

so, to resume, in this book you 
can find several approaches to the 
regional spanish reality with different 
types of methodologies as panel 
data, macroeconometric models, var 
analysis, -convergence tests, structural 
analysis, etc. We can miss other types 
of methodologies as an input-output, 
social accounting matrices or similars, 
but it is impossible to collect the different 
approaches in one book. the work is 
useful for researchers and politicians 
to be clearer the regional reality in 
spain, but with applicability to other 
countries.

M. alejandro Cardenete


