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En este artículo se desarrolla una definición y se ofrece un uso 
de la retórica de las fronteras, borderlands rhetorics, en contex-
tos académicos y no académicos. El enfoque se encuentra 
en el potencial del activismo transformativo, y de coalición 
inherente en retóricas/os de las fronteras. Zines, o revistas no 
comerciales y frecuentemente autopublicadas, representan 
los contextos no académicos en este ensayo. La autora re-

cupera el potencial de 
las perspectivas teóri-
cas de la frontera y las 
experiencias vividas. 
Borderlands rhetorics o 
retórica de las fronte-

ras es la retórica de la resistencia, la coalición, la educación de 
la comunidad, el activismo, la imaginación y la representa-
ción que se producen (y se reproducen) en lo que identifica la 
autora como contextos del tercer espacio. Para ella, éste tiene 
la misma epistemología que la retórica de las fronteras. 

Peregrinaciones fronterizas

Retórica de las fronteras, Palabras
clave:

sentido coalicional,  
política de la articulación

tercer espacio, revistas no comerciales, 
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Th is article develops a defi nition and off ers 
an application of borderlands rhetorics in 

academic and non-academic contexts. Th e 
focus is on the transformational and coalitional 

potential inherent in borderlands rhetorics. 
Zines, or non-commercial often self-published 

magazines represent the 
non-academic contexts in 

this essay. Th roughout, the 
author reclaims the potential in 

borderlands’ perspectives and 
lived experiences. Borderlands 

rhetorics are rhetorics of resistance, coalition, 
community education, activism, imagination, 

and re-presentation that are produced (and 
reproduced) in what the author identifi es as third 

space contexts. For her, third space is the very 
epistemology of borderlands rhetoric. 
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I have been interested in the limits and im-possibilities of discourse 
and its representational potentials beyond the binary ever since I 

can remember. My intrigue with language and its in/ability to captu-
re and represent borderlands experiences began when I was a child. 
Words, meanings, and truths commingled and contradicted one 
another in the borderlands of my youth. Proper language and pro-
per perspectives had little to do with my everyday except when they 
were deployed by my great-aunt, mi tía, who worked hard to teach 
us all that was proper. The proper had been codified for my great-
aunt in the Velázquez Spanish-English / English-Spanish bilingual 
dictionary and in the works of Emily Post —both texts she referred 
to with regularity and seemingly appropriate rigidity. My intentions 
here are informed by the disconnect I experienced in my childhood 
between what I was taught, what I experienced, and how people, 
practices, and places were mis/represented to me along the way. I 
remain interested in rhetorical practices and performances and in 
mis/representations of lived experiences.

Beyond the Limits of Divisions and Dichotomies

I am of and from the border. I embody the border. It is how I know 
and experience the world. Growing up on the U.S./México border 
gave me particular insights —ways of moving, being, reading, wri-
ting, and knowing the world. For too long these insights have been 
devalued and corrected. This essay is an effort, in part, to reclaim the 
value of that which doesn’t need, never needed to be corrected. I am a 
borderlands being. I am aware, painfully at times, of the consequences 
and risks of my names and how I self identify. Saldiver-Hull (1999) 
notes that when the new mestiza “names all her names, once again she 
enacts the culmination of unearthing her multiple [and I would add, 
at times, contradictory] subjectivities” (7). On each side of the border 
of my beginnings I can be in/authenticated —not quite American 
and not quite Mexican either. Fronteriza? Chicana? Latina? Ameri-
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can/a? Mestiza? Lived borderlands experiences challenge notions of 
purity and even authenticity which fit neatly within a dichotomous 
framework of either/or but not so neatly within a borderlands fra-
mework of both/and. It is the lived condition of crossing borders and 
existing in the realm of both/and that together allow for the conscio-
us movement into the re-creative terrain of what I term third space. 
Third space is an interstitial space of intersections and overlaps. It is 
an epistemological as well as an ontological space revealing ways of 
knowing and being in the world. Acknowledging third-space ways of 
knowing and being can be subversive in that it defies the values that 
are implicated in the “authentic,” the “proper,” and the “pure.” Third 
space is a space that materializes what borders serve to divide and 
obscure.

Borders are arbitrary lines that constructs and are constructed. 
They are meaningful and meaningless, material and metaphoric, 
visible and invisible. They divide and unite. They are powerful and 
powerless, peaceful and violent and scar the (psychic) landscape for 
those of us who lived divided as a result of their imposition. Borders 
have historically been spaces of colonization where powerful forces 
have imposed, represented, and mis/interpreted historical truths. Bor-
ders, in my experience, have all too often been understood and utilized 
only to divide and order things. Like borders, binaries have served as 
demarctions that have divided and defined in the context of identity 
formation. Traditionally, rhetorics of identity have relied on moder-
nist tendencies that have promoted a notion of self that is unitary, 
unified, whole, fixed, and stable. Identity configured accordingly di-
sallows the visibility of lived experience and those third spaces which 
exceed and are excluded from identity binaries. Revealing multiple 
(inter)subjectivities is a result of a deconstructive process as it requires 
a conscious challenge and ultimate dismantling of the identity binary.2 

2  Víctor Villanueva, in his essay “Blind: Talking about the New Racism,” (2006) 
makes reference to the way in which identity politics has been invoked in the 
academy to undercut its potential. Specifically, he notes the ways in which 
some understand identity politics to imply a simple choice. Those of 
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Borderlands rhetorics express this dismantling and reveal third-space 
ways of being and knowing beyond binaries.3

As I have argued elsewhere, borderlands rhetorics are subversi-
ve third-space tactics that can prove discursively disobedient to the 
confines of phallogocentrism and its neo-colonizing effects over time 
and space.4 Like many third-space subjects I have needed to read and 
reread, and interpret and reinterpret, contexts in multiple directions. 
Growing up on the El Paso/Juárez border, this tactic of reading bet-
ween the lines was part of how I read and understood the world. It 
was representative for me of my location and the ways in which I 
moved in the world —always between the lines. I learned this tactic 
before I can remember and perfected it in simultaneity with my for-

 us still working for the potential and promise of identity politics understand 
that it is not so easy. In our introduction to our NWSAJ cluster issue titled 
“Moving Locations: The Politics of Identities in Motion,” (2005) Aimee Ca-
rrillo Rowe and I move from identity politics to the politics of identity in 
motion. Our efforts were undertaken to identify and pursue the potential in 
alliances formed across borders of difference. Identities and locations can be 
shifting and fluid and so imply movement. Moving, for us, is both spatialized 
and affective. A spatialized approach to identity and location (and here I am 
drawing from the work of feminist geographers including Doreen Massey) 
allows us to move from a fixed listing of identity markers along different 
axes of power to a relational understanding between people and places; what 
Massey (2005) refers to as “stories so far.”

3  Elsewhere I have written of the borderlands rhetorics that circulate specifica-
lly in academic third spaces to reveal new perspectives and new knowledges. I 
am especially intrigued by the work of feminist biologist Anne Fausto-Ster-
ling (2000) whose work engages a borderlands rhetoric to actively subvert a 
rigid gender binary. My work in this essay will shift the focus from academic 
to non-academic third space to demonstrate how the two overlap and how 
the academic / non-academic divide is rather artificial. Ultimately, my goal is 
to reveal a way of being and knowing in the world that is third space which 
is reciprocally related to a borderlands rhetoric I am working to define.

4  My understanding of neocolonization as informed by reading Chela San-
doval (2000) and Susan Bordo (1993) is that the neocolonial is the appro-
priation and commodification of difference in late capitalism to effect what 
Bordo terms normalized heterogeneity or sameness.
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mal education. I remember vividly how these practices emerged for 
me in elementary school when I read Dick and Jane and Spot books. 
At home we, too, had a dog Spot only we called him Lunares. Lu-
nares, in Spanish, means mole which translates roughly into Spot in 
English. I read and reread, and interpreted and reinterpreted my first 
grade reader from both a dominant and a non-dominant perspective. 
Through a silent, unauthorized and subversive act, I inserted myself 
—y mi familia— into the text by first reimagining myself and my his-
tory as a central part of the text and then by rewriting the story to fit 
my lived experience.5 Only then could I make meaning and sense of 
what I was supposed to be learning. This subversive reading allowed 
me to function within and yet beyond a dominant knowledge system. 
I was six years old. Such a reading practice demonstrates a differential 
consciousness developed and deployed over time (Sandoval, 2000).

I play with language. I always have. I reimagine its potential. Bor-
derlands rhetorics can be playful rhetorics that allow for the explo-
ration of un/authorized terrain. By un/authorized terrain I mean the 
spaces between and beyond binaries and those created at intersections. 
Since my childhood, those spaces identified as “off limits” remain of 
intrigue to me. Sandoval (2000) notes that “[t]his process of taking 
and using whatever is necessary and available in order to negotiate, 
confront, or speak to power —and then moving on to new forms, ex-
pressions, and ethos when necessary— is a method for survival” (29).6 

5  Because I was not then attempting, am not altogether now attempting, to 
have dominant audiences understand the subversiveness in this third space 
naming practice, I do not see my effort as autoethnographic. Instead, more 
like the survival skills identified by Sandoval (2000), it is what I did to legi-
timate my presence in an elementary school that otherwise erased my lived 
experience and invalidated my tactics for understanding the context within 
which I was learning to be and know.

6  There are dis/similarities between third space and notions of the contact zone 
and autoethnography. 

 While I do believe third space can be considered a contact zone as defi-
ned by Mary Louise Pratt (1992), I do not believe my efforts are altogether 
autoethnographic. My project is an attempt to understand and engage the 
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By investigating the multiple ways in which words are used, my inten-
tions are to broaden our (academic) understanding of language and its 
implications for practices of representation that have meaning beyond 
dominant culture. Mis/representations are sources of objectification 
that, when re/visioned, can allow subjects to engage in new ways of 
interpreting and representing lived experiences and new knowledges. 
Borderlands rhetorics are those rhetorics that have the potential to 
reconstruct stories, identities, places, histories, and experiences in such 
a way as to expose new perspectives and even new knowledges (see 
Brummett and Bowers, 1999).

In this essay, I refine my definitions of third space and borderlands 
rhetoric, paying particular attention to the relationship between the two, 
and to their implications for subject formation and representation.7 I 
then explore third-space sites, subjectivities, our dissident performances 
and rhetorical practices as materialized academic contexts and then in 
zines, or non-commercial, often self-published magazines. I will dis-

 world from a third-space perspective and deployed borderlands rhetoric. 
While there can be similarities identified between my efforts and those de-
fined by Mary Louise Pratt as autoethnographic, there are some distinctions 
to be made. While I do, at times, engage the misrepresentations others may 
have made of me, my purpose is to reclaim the promise and potential of a 
non-dominant and coalitional way of making sense of the world. This other 
way is a borderlands rhetoric and third space. It is a space from which to pur-
sue coalitional understandings and new ways of being collectively. Because I 
believe my considerations work to subvert dichotomy they are also distinct 
from autoethnography as defined by Pratt. She notes that autoethnography 
works by using or appropriating colonial (mis)representations to re-present 
oneself and one’s history. I am searching for ways —through a borderlands 
rhetoric— of speaking our locatedness that reveals a both/and consciousness 
that is always shifting and always relational.

7  In Crossing Borderlands: Composition and Postcolonial Studies (2004), Andrea 
Lunsford and Lahoucine Ouzgane’s identify the counter-hegemonic poten-
tial in non-dominant representations from and of “difference.” Their project 
is exciting in that it puts postcolonialists, compositionists, and rhetoricians 
in conversation with one another. My efforts move from their reference of a 
middle way as a space of suggested compromise to third space as borderlands 
rhetoric.
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cuss zines in greater detail in what follows. However, for those perhaps 
unfamiliar with zines I turn to Stephen Duncombe (año). In zines he 
has identified “the seeds of a different possibility: a novel form of com-
munication and creation that burst with an angry idealism and a fierce 
devotion to democratic expression,” (228). I am continuing to explore 
the coalitional potential I believe feminist and particularly feminist zi-
nes-of-color promote and pursue. Throughout my consideration I will 
draw parallels with alternative discourses and borderlands rhetorical 
practices within the academy and in zines as a means of demonstrating 
the ways in which a borderlands rhetorical framework is about a theory 
and practice of coalition and potential transformation.8 My ideas regar-
ding borderlands rhetorics are informed by lived experiences and visions 
of a socially just world. Previously, I have focused on the potential in 
zines to subvert the borders and boundaries of gender dichotomies. For 
purposes of this paper I focus on the ways zines materialize third space 
and borderlands’ rhetorics to demonstrate the emergence of a coalitional 
consciousness and practices of articulation that serve the creation and 
mobilization of coalitions for social justice.9

8  In Alt Dis: Alternative Discourses in  the Academy (2002), Schroeder, Fox, and 
Bizzell identify the mixed forms of intellectual work being produced from 
within the academy. See also Víctor Villanueva (1999; 2004; 2006), and Kei-
th Gilyard (2001). I like to think my efforts are in keeping with their unders-
tanding of what alternative discourses are and what democratic functions 
they might serve from within, and beyond, the academy.

9  It is important to note others who have written extensively of zines across 
a number of different contexts. In a cultural studies context, Stephen Dun-
combe (2002) has analyzed zines as tools of resistance and potential particu-
larly focused on punk culture. Michelle Comstock (2001) has written from 
a composition and communication studies perspective to investigate what 
zines can teach us about writing practices. And Rory Dicker and Allison 
Piepmeir (2003) have co-edited Catching a Wave on generational feminisms 
that brings together essays addressing the activist potential in third wave fe-
minism some of which is expressed in zines. My work extends these projects 
to focus on the rhetorical import and implication of zines-of-color and those 
zines conscious of the politics of identity-in-motion that pursue alliances and 
serve a radical coalitional democratics.
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By borderlands I mean the in-between spaces —third spaces— that 
are created at virtual and material intersections. Borderlands rhetorics 
and third space each can be understood as a practice and a location. As 
practices they reveal a differential consciousness and as locations they 
reveal spaces of opportunity for the building of coalitions. Borderlands 
rhetorics can potentially inform egalitarian social relations and social 
justice as they are rhetorics of resistance, coalition, community edu-
cation, activism, imagination, and re-presentation that are produced 
and reproduced in third space contexts. Third space then is the very 
epistemology of borderlands rhetoric.10

Third-space consciousness is inherent in the deliberate deployment 
of a borderlands rhetoric. Third space is a possibility for many con-
current, interacting, ambiguous and even contradictory discourses.11 
In my explorations of third space I have begun to draw on feminist 
critical geographers, particularly Doreen Massey (2005). For Massey, 
space is a relational production, that is to say, a product of social re-
lations, and thus, necessarily political. Space emerges through active 
material practices (see Massey, 2005; Katz, 2006). It is never complete, 
never finished. Rather, it is the sphere of dynamic simultaneity cons-
tantly disconnected by new arrivals and determined by new relations. 
To capture such a dynamic and contested nature of space, I engage the 
narrative-based part of Massey’s definition of space as “stories so far” 
(see Hayden, 2006; Massey, 2005). This conceptualization allows me 
to identify third spaces within what I am calling borderlands rheto-
rics. Third spaces are both indeterminate and constructive. They are 
constructed by and they construct —geographies, histories, embodied 
subjectivities, and borderlands rhetorics. Revealed third-space locatio-

10  I am grateful to the conversations I had with Víctor Villanueva throughout 
the revisions to this manuscript as they helped me to articulate this impor-
tant relationship as one that moves beyond both a fixed geography and a 
fixed identity.

11  I am grateful for the virtual conversations with Víctor Villanueva ( July, 2007) 
who helped me both clarify the definition of third space and more clearly 
articulate its potential.
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ns illuminate the spaces from which third-space subjects self-identify 
as well as the spaces we occupy and/or are relegated to, individually 
and collectively. Third space is borderlands rhetoric.12

Borders have been imposed on the land and re-inscribed on and 
in our bodies in ways that have proven oppressive and subordina-
ting.13 The notion of embodiment is of importance to my discussion 
of non-unitary subjectivity and agency, or relationships that together 
make up the possibility for social action, because it serves as a ma-
terial grounding of sorts to resist the potential for discursive essen-
tialism in purely constructivist arguments regarding subjectivity.14 
Identifying a relationship between the material self as embodied and 
the discursive self as constructed allows for a discussion of subjectivi-
ty that takes into account the “durable but not eternal” self as subject 
in the world. In resisting the arbitrary nature of borders, third-space 
subjects and borderlands rhetorics can blur the divisions and expose 
fertile spaces/places for re-invention of “new subject formations, new 
cultural formations, [and] new political formations,” (Pérez-Torres, 
1995: 12). My efforts bring together Sandoval’s (2000) differential 
consciousness and Pérez’ (1999) decolonial imaginary as necessarily 

12  I offer a more detailed treatment of the relationship between critical and fe-
minist geography and third space in an unpublished manuscript I collabora-
ted on with Marta Maldonado titled “Rethinking Integrations as a Recipro-
cal and Spatialized Process,” (2007). We delivered this paper at the Cumbre 
2007 Conference in Omaha, NE.

13  For further discussion of bodies inscribed with history, see also Cixous 
(1986), Kristeva (1984), De Lauretis (1987), and Pérez (1999). Feminist 
theorists across disciplines have been writing about the body and the ways in 
which (discursive) borders have marked and played themselves out on bodies. 
Cixous, in particular, has written about the discursive disorderings effected 
by language on the body of the Other. Ultimately Cixous opposes and sees 
as artificial the sexual and gendered dichotomies dictated by the heterosexual 
imperative on the body and beyond. See, too, De Certeau (1984) writes, “a 
body is itself defined, delimited, and articulated by what writes it” (139).

14  For a study on non-unitary subjectivity, representation, and feminist metho-
dology see Leslie Bloom’s Under the Sign of Hope: Feminist Methodology and 
Narrative Interpretation (1998).
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present in, and important to third space contexts and borderlands 
rhetorics.15

The demarcating line of the border —not always a straight line— 
obscures third space or fertile ground of unrealized potentials. Third 
space becomes a space of rhetorical struggle and of shared understan-
ding or conocimiento. Third space, as I understand it, provides the 
conjuncture of space and time —an opportunity— to reflect on, and 
revision the ways in which discourses have been used to mis/repre-
sent histories that have erased lived experiences not coinciding with 
dominant interpretations of life on and of the border(s). Coming to 
identify and name a borderlands rhetoric is not without struggle and 
conflict for me. It has the potential to dilute and conflate important 
differences. I am conscious then of my own potential misrepresenta-
tions. In employing a borderlands rhetoric, a rhetoric of third space, I 
do not lose sight of the tangible and material realities, inequities, and 
injustices that prevail in the México-U.S. borderlands from which I 
come. I am arguing, however, for the epistemological significance of 
third space and the promise and potential for a borderlands rhetoric 
to communicate a vibrant and important way of knowing and being 
in the world across borders of difference.16

15  The decolonial imaginary, broadly deployed, allows us to re-claim certain 
spaces in time to re-tell our stories and thereby resist and transform historical 
misrepresentations. Specifically, for Chicanas to revision ourselves as active 
participants in history. Pérez’ (1999) emphasis on the decolonial moves us 
to remember, even reimagine, our history from a non-colonial perspective. 
Chicanas are utilizing collective imaginations in literature to retell our de-
colonialized tales. Imaginative historical reversals, revisionings, and remem-
berings allow us to see ourselves as active agents in history. In “Memoria is 
a Friend of Ours: On the Discourse of Color,” (2004) Villanueva notes that 
memoria calls and pushes us forward. He insists that we must “invite her into 
our classrooms and into our scholarship.” This call itself reveals a borderlands 
rhetoric that invites dissidence through rememory. See also Morrison (año) 
on remembering as a necessary act of survival.

16  See Lugones (2003); Carrillo Rowe & Licona (2005); Alcoff (2006); and 
Villanueva (2005).
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I am interested in exploring and re-producing borderlands rhetorics 
that represent the discursive, symbolic, material, and disciplinary bor-
ders and boundaries that constrain and produce us and our discourses 
in the everyday. I propose that it is through the in-depth exploration 
of third-space and borderlands rhetorics that meaningful re/discove-
ries can be made to reveal important insights into the transformative 
potentials of third space. For Sandoval (2000) “the social space repre-
sented by these —‘third-term’ identities is that place out of which a 
politicized differential consciousness arises. It is this personal, politi-
cal, and cultural configuration that [has] permitted feminists of color 
from very different racial, ethnic, physical, national, or sexual identities 
access to the same psychic domain, where they recognized one ano-
ther as ‘countrywomen’ of a new kind of global and public domain, 
and as a result generated a new kind of coalition identity politics, a 
‘coalitional consciousness’” (71). Borderlands rhetorics reveal a shared 
understanding of non-dominant experiences that can build coalition.

I have chosen to focus my efforts on zines that work to address 
social injustices and then pursue a coalitional politics that are trans-
formative in their agendas. The borderlands rhetorics deployed in 
feminist zines of color17 illustrate the creative and generative ca-
pacity of third-space, borderlands rhetorical practices, and cultural 
reproduction that offer third-space subjects a potentially powerful 
site for representation. Zines can be single-authored and are often 
anonymously authored. Next, I move from borderlands rhetorics in 
academic contexts to focus on zines written to represent non-domi-
nant community interests and coalitional practices that inform, and 
are informed by borderlands rhetorics and third-spaces theory. While 
they can be sleek productions, zines are often put together in a raw 
cut-and-paste style, (photo) copied, and traded or sold in non-domi-

17  Except where noted in text, the zines I analyze here are housed at the Sallie 
Bingham Center for Women’s History and Culture in the Rare Books, Ma-
nuscript, and Special Collections Library at Duke University. Specifically, the 
zines come from either the Sarah Dyer (ca. 1988–1999) or Dwayne Dixon 
(ca. 1984–1995) collections or from the Sarah Woods collection.
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nant spaces.18 The zines I have researched are creative and generative 
third-space sites in which borderlands rhetorics represent non-domi-
nant lived experiences and the conscious pursuit of political coalitio-
ns. Anzaldúa and Keating (2002) spoke of activist authors who have 
gone before us as “luchadoras que nos dejaron un legado de protesta 
y activismo por medio de la pluma” (5). The very act of writing zines 
is undertaken as an act of subversion and revision and so represents a 
technology of potential transformation.

In its powerful challenges to the limits and obfuscation of dualistic 
representational rhetoric, much of the discourse in the zines I have 
studied is recognizable as borderlands rhetorics. I was and remain 
hope-filled by the new knowledges, and the new cultures that are part 
of a social reconfiguration emerging in zines. These emergent cultural 
reformations are sites and discourses of third-space activist subjects 
and borderlands rhetorics. Many of the zines I studied reflect not just 
the injustices of third-space subjectivity but the joys of nepantla that 
can be uncovered and encountered as well. As Anzaldúa (1999) notes, 
“[l]iving on borders and in margins, keeping intact one’s shifting and 
multiple identity and integrity, is like trying to swim in a new element, 
an ‘alien’ element. There is an exhilaration in being a participant in the 
further evolution of humankind” (preface to the first edition, n.p.). 
Like Anzaldúa, I, too, believe that in “every border resident, colored or 
non-colored —…dormant areas of consciousness are being activated, 
awakened” (n.p). My work suggests that this activation can be found 

18  Zines are often reproduced subversively, on company time and with company 
resources. Office copy machines are often the unauthorized tools of repro-
duction. These tactics of reproduction are not themselves transformational, 
but the potential for countercultural resistance and transformation can be 
found in the consciousness-raising, knowledge-generating, information-dis-
seminating, and community-building action in zines. In creating coalitions, 
zines are a space for the production of knowledges and an outlet for the 
dissemination of information. Zines are also spaces of reconfigured commu-
nity. Zinesters, as third-space subjects, resist myriad mechanisms of social 
controls. Many zines work to disarticulate identified modalities of control 
and interrupt networks of power relationships.
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in (micro) practices of rearticulation and resistance in borderlands 
rhetorics. The politics of articulation are reconfiguring third-space 
sites, subjectivities, and rhetorical practices in pursuit of an activist, 
transformative agenda. Zines use subversive tactics and strategies of 
interruption and resistance to challenge and potentially transform 
dominant practices of subordination, division, and exclusion. While 
my focus will be on zines as non-academic third-space sites, I want 
to first briefly identify the ways in which similar approaches to the 
representation of lived truths, the production of knowledge, the role 
of the imagination and the imagined, and the process of deconstruc-
ting subordinating divisions are present and circulating in academic 
contexts. Ultimately, but also beyond the scope of this paper, my goal 
is to demonstrate that borderlands rhetorics and third spaces are other 
ways of being and knowing that offer hopeful potentials for what has 
been referred to as a radical, transcultural, and for me coalitional de-
mocratics.19

Re-imagining Third Space and Borderlands Rhetorics In and 
Beyond the Academy

In Woman, Native, Other: Writing Postcoloniality and Feminism (1989), 
Trinh T. Minh-Ha reflects on acts and notions of writing and story-
telling, history and literature, fact and fiction. As a demonstration of 
the subordinating effects of dichotomous thinking, she reconsiders 
how fact is privileged over fiction. Specifically, she looks to the valued 
consumption of facts as an act subordinating and devaluing imagi-
nation. “Imagination,” she writes, “is thus equated with falsification” 
(121). She writes that “being truthful is being in the in-between of 
all regimes of truth” (121). She continues with the understanding that 
“there does not seem to be any possibility either as to the existence of 
such things as, for example, two (or more) different realms of make-
believe or two (or more) different realms of truth. The ‘civilized’ mind 
is an indisputably clear-cut mind” (125). The “civilized mind” she wri-

19  See Gilyard (2001); Sandoval (2000); and Laclau and Mouffe (1985).
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tes of, values that which is “clear-cut” as the proper, the authentic, and 
the pure over the ambiguous and the imaginative. These reflections 
on liminal truths are familiar to me as borderlands rhetorics.20 Au-
thoritative practices of devaluing and dismissing the imagined, the 
ambiguous, and the contradictory as merely fictive, represent those 
dominant and domesticating practices that have obscured third space 
and borderlands rhetorics and their potentials as valid and legitima-
te sites and practices of knowledge re-production and representation. 
Different realms of truth exposed through borderlands rhetorics and 
third space can reveal opportunities for shared meaning, understan-
ding, and coalition.

The politics of articulation as discussed by Haraway (1992), and as 
traditionally defined in cultural studies, are at play in zines to recon-
figure intentional communities.21 Laclau and Mouffe (1985: 2001) 
discuss the politics of articulation in terms of partiality. Articulations 
of structures, practices, and discourse are open-ended and so never 
able to represent a (discursive) totality. This translates into the un-
derstanding that the politics of articulation are always also the politics 
of disarticulation in an unending potential of new cultural formations 
and practices. Borderlands rhetorics are deployed in these reconfigu-

20  Similarly, Foucault (1972) also engages the notion of truths, among other 
ways, by noting that a “fictional discourse [can] induce effects of truth …a 
true discourse engenders or ‘manufactures’ something that does not as yet 
exist, that is ‘fictions’ it” (193).

21  In Code’s (1995) explorations of alternative epistemologies she reconsiders 
how sociopolitical agendas, based on (non)dominant ways of knowing and a 
sense of mutuality, can be moved forward thereby revealing the matrices of 
social relationships that prove potentially transformational and agentive. Her 
ideas are based in the power and potential of empathetic knowledge and the 
notion of a potential mutuality that can inform coalitions and socially just 
agendas. Specifically, she states that “[e]mpathy at its best preserves yet seeks 
to know the ‘strangeness’ [of the Other], respects the boundaries between self 
and other… Its ambiguity is manifested in coming to terms simultaneous-
ly with the other’s likeness to oneself, and her/his irreducible strangeness, 
otherness” (141).
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red spaces to re-imagine and re-present third ways of being and of 
knowing. These borderlands rhetorical practices and performances are 
deployed to revision and explain the world differently and demonstra-
te a practiced resistance to dominant mis/representational practices 
while insisting on recognition.22

Third-space tactics often include code-switching or bilingualism 
as a means of representing borderlands experiences and thereby resis-
ting the limits of dominant discourses. Code-switching can be a chan-
ge in language within a given context. Those of us able to follow and 
generate the switched codes understand and are able to identify one 
another. As Edén Torres notes in her work Chicana Without Apolo-
gy: The New Chicana Cultural Studies (2003), “attacks on bilingualism, 
English-only laws, and the elitism of European Spanish mean that 
our code-switching abilities are seen as colloquial and thus insignifi-
cant in public discourse” (22). Code-switching is identified in domi-
nant contexts as illegitimate, impure, improper, and therefore invalid. 
As a practice, code-switching demonstrates the validity and import of 
the (allegedly) impure in non-dominant contexts. In Queer Latinidad: 
Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces (2003), Juana María Rodríguez ac-
knowledges the code-switching that goes on in queered Latina spaces 
between quotidian language, or what she calls street vernacular, and 
political theoretical discourse. She also invites us to “reimagine the 
practice of knowledge production” and (3). Code-switching blurs the 
boundaries between discourses which, for me, create third-space dis-
courses and borderlands rhetorics of representation.

Coalitions are tactical groupings undertaken in space and time to 
move forward transformative sociopolitical agendas. Coalitions provi-
de (non)dominant subjects with relational and agentive opportunities 
for resistance and transformation. The investigation of these identi-
fied coalitions informs my understanding of the conceptual tools and 
tactics that pursue resistance and transformation as part of the agenda 
of a radical cultural politics. In work on coalitional consciousness and 
its potential to generate knowledge and build community, strategic es-

22  See Brettschneider’s Democratic Theorizing from the Margins (2002).
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sentialisms23 and code-switching emerge as tactics and tools of change. 
Code switching is an act of solidarity, communication, and coalition 
that can be identified throughout a number of zines. It occurs in zines 
to reveal an alternative, mixed discourse that, in turn, speaks ambiguity 
that resonates with third-space subjects.

Resistance in zines comes into view through a politics of dis/re/ar-
ticulation that promotes and pursues a reimagined world based on a 
radical democratic politics and a community agenda of social justice.24 
Disarticulations interrupt, even dismantle, the taken-for-grantedness 
of networks and relationships of control. Often zinesters begin a pro-
cess of disarticulation through the investigation of their own privile-
ges. As countercultural third-space sites, zines offer fertile ground for 
exploration of the political, practical, and transformative tactics and 
goals of reconfigured and reimagined coalitions.25

23  Spivak, G. The Post-Colonial Critic: Interviews, Strategies, Dialogues. In: Sarah 
Harasym (ed.). New York, Routledge, 1990.

24  I am inspired by Keith Gilyard’s work to pursue King’s vision of a “radical, 
transcultural democracy” that can be potentially achieved through “maximi-
zing various epistemologies, searching for transcultural understandings, ope-
ning up spaces for imaginative wanderings, [and] for scholarly recreation,” 
(College Composition and Communication, No. 2, Vol. 52, December, 2001). 
Third space is a space to be engaged imaginatively. It is an epistemological 
space and borderlands rhetorics are made up of the discourses of these spa-
ces.

25  Methodologies of the oppressed, as defined by Sandoval (2000), are com-
prised of both “inner and outer technologies” (3). As third-space subjects, 
we utilize these skills or technologies to reveal third-space meaning in our 
practices of re-reading, re-writing, re-interpreting, re-presenting, and re-
membering ourselves, our stories, our histories, and our futures. These tech-
nologies, identified by Sandoval as semiotics, deconstruction, metaideologi-
zing, differential movement, and democratics, are undertaken and utilized in 
our work through oppositional consciousness to differential consciousness to 
coalitional consciousness and back again (3). They are creative technologies 
of movement and transformation undertaken in fertile third-space terrain 
by mobile, border-crossing, third-space subjects. More specifically these te-
chnologies demonstrate how signs are re-read or decoded, and re-written or 
recoded from different locations and with the purpose of transforming mis
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Third-Space Peregrinations: Dissident Performances, 
Borderlands Rhetorics, and Zines

The performed and discursive acts of resistance in the zine ¡Mama-
sita!, Issue No. 1 (año), begin with an act of code-switching as evi-
dent in both the zine’s title and the grammatical markings that su-
rround it. Third-spaces are exposed throughout this zine. Even the 
space between childhood and adulthood becomes one of legitimate 
inquiry for to question expertise and authority as potentially repres-
sive and even silencing. Issue No. 1 also questions the role of rules 
in artistic expression. In the ensuing discussion rules are identified 
as delimiting and oppressing to imagination, expression, and (artis-
tic) representation. In an unnumbered issue, this zinester questions 
the information reproduced in authorized spaces such as dictionaries. 
She then explores the implication of word pairs such as like “big and 
stupid,” and “skinny and pretty” to demonstrate an awareness of how 
dichotomous discourse reproduces hierarchy and inequity (n.p.). A 
borderlands rhetorical strategy is also evident in the identification of 
those discursive practices that sustain subordination and oppression. 
Throughout ¡Mamasita! dominant language practices are consciously 
re/considered and experienced as a form of power and are associated 
with the re-production of the statu quo. Through creative third-spa-
ce tactics and borderlands rhetorical strategies a modeled resistance 
emerges to dismantle the imposed limitations to dichotomous and 
neatly oppositional discourses.

In Gift Idea, 1 & ½ (año), Seanna reflects on the potential for a 
more just world throughout her zine. One entry reveals her imagina-
tion at play as she wishes “they’d come out with a tang instant social 
consciousness juice powder that everyone could drink.”(7) She ack-

 representations and other injustices. These technologies further demonstrate 
how some practices are interrupted and others are proposed and perpetua-
ted as acts of orthopraxis, or reflected upon right-action. My project offers 
important insights into understandings of agency and authority as they are 
implicated in activism, representation, and transformation.
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nowledges that social transformation takes time and coalitional effort. 
As a third-space act of knowledge-building and meaning-making, she 
includes a glossary at the end of her zine because “there just seems to 
be so much vocabulary that’s very important and last year I didn’t rea-
lly have an idea of what these words mean! so it would be assy for me 
to just use them and not define them” (11). Seanna has included her 
own neologisms as well as provided definitions for concepts such as 
“oppression, imperialism, colonialism, critique, dialogue, institution or 
‘institutionalized,’ and privilege” (11). Borderlands rhetorical practices 
subvert exclusionary practices and boundaries that keep information 
and knowledge inaccessible. The questioning of the authorized and 
expert, especially in terms of knowledge production, is a third-space 
and borderlands rhetorical practice. This zine works to consciously 
imagine and reconfigure community and community agendas that va-
lue accessibility to information based on lived experiences.

Bamboo Girl, Issue No. 1, also pursues coalition through the de-
ployment of borderlands rhetorics. It is a zine written specifically for 
“brown” women for the pursuit of coalition across difference to cha-
llenge practices and notions of colorblindness and its ill-effect of con-
flating difference with sameness.26 Sabrina Sandata (2002) begins her 
zine switching from English to a Tagalog greeting. She defines her 
reasons for creating the zine stating that she has “always been a little 
perturbed by the fact that nobody sees ethnic chics in the hardcore 
[punk] scene [but she knows] they exist, because [she’s] one of them. 
[She’s] a Filipina/Spanish/Irish mestiza of sorts [who has] always wan-
ted to express [her] frustration toward racist assholes who think that 
the hardcore scene belongs to the white middle-class boyz alone” (1). 
The goal seems to be to break from the tyranny of the practices that 
zinesters have experienced as alienating over time. In the lives of many 
zinesters, these social networks are mechanisms of control and disci-

26  For an excellent critique of post-civil rights era discourse and policies of co-
lorblindness see Bonilla Silva’s Racism without Racists: Color-Blind Racism 
and the Persistance of Racial Inequality in the United States (2006).
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pline that need to be subverted and reimagined.27 Borderlands rheto-
rics resist and reveal the active obfuscation and exclusions Sabrina dis-
cusses. In this first issue of Bamboo Girl there are critical reflections on 
the lack of diversity and gender-equity in punk and other sub-cultural 
contexts. Further evidence of a coalitional consciousness is revealed in 
an entry that chronicles the coalitional efforts of different community 
groups. This zine manifests a decolonized, third-space site and bor-
derlands rhetorics reminiscent for me of Sandoval’s (2000) decoloni-
zed cyberspace “in which alternative realities provide individuals and 
communities increased and novel means of communication, creativity, 
productivity, mobility, and a different sense of ‘control’” (136). Entries 
throughout this zine provide insight into the challenges of attempting 
coalition through diversity by questioning the ideas that only same-
ness can serve coalitional practices and politics.28

Other contributions in Bamboo Girl manifest practices of resistance 
and the politics of articulation to include practices of code-switching 
and bilingualism. One entry is based on a political flyer the author 
acquired at “the festival of resistance,” which reproduces a political 
slogan/logo naming the “coalición por los derechos humanos de los 
inmigrantes / coalition for human rights of immigrants” (55). Arti-
cles throughout this issue that call for community action based on 
pursued coalitions and promotes activism and social change include: 
“rally against street beat sweatshops,” “calling all asian brothers and 
sisters,” “working our world by painting it,” and “Interview with Dr. 
Zieba Shorish-Shamley: Director of Women’s Alliance for Peace and 
Human Rights in Afghanistan (WAPHA)” (3). Essays are written 
expressly to disseminate information in community contexts. Criti-
cal borderlands rhetorical reflections propose new perspectives that 
speak the personal in order to enter into dialogue with a created (vir-

27  Foucault (1972) notes that “connections, cross-references, complementari-
ties and demarcations,” are established between “family, medicine, psychiatry, 
psychoanalysis, the school, and justice,” with each to varying degrees retai-
ning its own modalities (159).

28  See Essed (1991); Lorde (1984); Alcoff (2006).

Ad
ela

 C
. L

ico
na



N
óe

sis

34

tual) community, generate new knowledges, and pursue new articu-
lations. The submissions in this zine exemplify the multidimensional 
and creative borderlands rhetorics as rhetorics of resistance, coalition, 
community education, and activism.

 Believing that women learn from women’s lives, one zine, Women’s 
Self Defense: Stories & Strategies of Survival (2003), employs a border-
lands rhetoric to privilege lived experiences as a valid, valuable, and 
legitmate source of knowledge and theory.29 Specifically, the zine’s 
writers state that the zine is meant to “give women more options to 
choose from when using self-defense by sharing a diverse range of 
strategies successfully used by women in real life situations… so that 
we can talk about it, take action, and overcome it” (4). Borderlands 
rhetorics interrupt the notion of a singular response to any given so-
cial problem and allow for the exploration of multiple voices and ex-
periences in the search for solutions. The significance of this zine is 
in its valuing of women’s everyday lived experiences and individual 
stories of sexual assault and harassment. As tactics of third space, the 
reproduction of these stories expressed through a borderlands rheto-
ric validates individual experiences and authorizes the telling of these 
experiences as informative, educational, and valuable —even healing. 
These validations are an important function of borderlands rhetorics.

Borderlands rhetorics in zines challenge a deficit approach to non-
dominant contexts and peoples and instead insist on an approach that 
acknowledges lived truths as potential strengths and assets in and 
across communities.30 Specifically, the valuing of one’s story and its 
application to a broader context are activist political acts with con-
sequences for the greater community.31 Borderlands rhetorics deplo-
yed in zines offer voices and counter-stories from third space which 

29  See González, Moll, & Amanti (1992).
30  See critiques of deficit theories for non-majoritarian populations in Valen-

zuela (año) and also Delgado Bernal (año).
31  I am drawing from the work of González, Moll, & Amanti (1992) who 

identify and reclaim the power and potential of the funds of knowledge that 
circulate in non-dominant community contexts.
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can be disruptive and re-creative. They can serve to interrupt domi-
nant discourses, which can be restrictive, reductive, and even objecti-
fying.32 Borderlands rhetorics in zines provide insight into third-space 
practices, relationships, and discourses in their cultural contexts. The 
borderlands rhetorics in zines can contribute to the refutation and 
(re)visioning of (colonizing) histories that have obscured and silenced 
shared, and yet diverse, lived experiences.

Dorothea (año) is a zine dedicated to revisioning mental health and 
madness in a society that is identified as often divisive, alienating, and 
maddening. This zine’s work is accomplished by first reclaiming the 
presence and activism of Dorothea Dix in (women’s) history. A vital 
and vibrant third space practice in so many zines I reviewed is the 
research and reclaiming of contested histories and especially women’s 
works and words historically. It is a revisioning that gives voice, re-
newed vision, and hope to the zinesters engaged in these kinds of 
recovery projects. Dorothea Dix is introduced in this zine as “the first” 
advocate for the mentally ill. Her activism disarticulated the mentally 
ill from those deemed criminals. She advocated for better living con-
ditions and a revised understanding of mental health and mental well-
being. The zinester notes that changes occurred gradually as a result 
of Dix’s persistent, even relentless activism. Micropractices that result 

32  In The Practice of Everyday Life, De Certeau (1984) investigates quotidian 
language and the tactical and strategic practices and deployments of discour-
se especially for purposes of resistance and disruption. He states that “the 
approach to culture begins when the ordinary man becomes the narrator, when 
it is he who defines the (common) place of discourse and the (anonymous) 
space of its development” (5). In his discussion about discourse at work in the 
world he believes that normative discourse becomes operationalized when 
it becomes a story “recounted by bodies” (149). Ultimately his ideas about 
narratives are that they authorize delimitations or transcendences of limits. 
Similarly, in their essay “Subject Positions as a Site of Rhetorical Struggle: 
Representing African Americans”, Brummet and Bowers (1999) investigate 
“what symbolic means… people have to refuse a text that calls to them as 
objects” (123). Their investigation locates the subject/object duality as a site 
of rhetorical struggle.
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in transformations over time are unearthed and reclaimed in this zine, 
demonstrating borderlands rhetorical practices while providing an al-
ternative model for social activism and change.

Bamboo Girl, Issue No. 8 (1999), like Dorothea, promotes aware-
ness about mental health and reflects on families and family structu-
re. This issue of Bamboo Girl promotes awareness about the taboo of 
mental health issues particularly in communities of color. Through a 
borderlands rhetoric this issue offers a playful demonstration of its 
dissatisfaction with the injustices in society through its “table of con-
tempts,” which lists articles, essays, contributions in which third-space 
subjects practice a politics of articulation, resistance, and activism (3). 
Third space reveals itself to be a shared space of understanding and, as 
such, it is often a component in the politics of articulation. Through a 
borderlands rhetoric one entry begins with a third-space reflection on 
identity: “Thinking about adoption and identity is difficult because, 
for me, adoptees stand in-between identities: biological and adopted. 
And identity politics don’t seem to allow for ambiguity” (19). Border-
lands rhetorics speak ambiguity as an integral part of lived experience 
in third-space contexts. Amy, a self-identified Korean adoptee into a 
Jewish home, situates herself in third space and uses borderlands rhe-
torical strategies to discuss how she faced being “Korean-but-not” and 
“Jewish-but-not” for the first time (19). The borderlands rhetorics she 
uses reveal a recognition of the need to build her own community —a 
goal she is committed to pursuing.

Issue No. 11 of Bamboo Girl practices the politics of articulation 
and borderlands rhetorics to represent third-space understanding and 
coalitional consciousness. One interview titled “Samira (Un)Veiled,” 
describes Samira Ali Gutoc as 

a spirited Muslim-Filipina [and] law student at the Arellano University 
School of Law… A cultural hybrid, [who] openly discusses the intersections 
of her identity —on being born and raised Filipina in Saudi Arabia, getting 
in touch with Muslim identity and culture during the early part of her move 
to the Philippines, articulating Islam with feminism as well as the feminist 
implications of keeping her veil on— and relating these with her commitment 
as a journalist to take Muslim struggles, youth perspectives, cultural diversity 
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and women’s stories to the mainstream. She’s both a f ighter and a pop culture 
junkie. (Villacorta, 2002: 47)

This passage offers a third-space re/presentation of a young Mus-
lim-Filipina not available in mainstream media. A borderlands rhe-
toric reveals a contradictorily positioned and ambiguous coalitional 
subject who is understandable and knowable.

Another entry in Bamboo Girl, Issue No. 11, uses the veil metaphor 
as a borderlands rhetoric to acknowledge the “veil of invisibility” Fili-
pina/os have lived under for far too long (79). The writer expresses a 
theoretical and quotidian understanding of racism based on lived ex-
perience.33 Borderlands rhetorics are evident in her demonstration of 
a multivoiced perspective and of the code-switching she performs as 
third-space practice. The code-switching in this entry occurs between 
dominant and non-dominant (discursive) practices to demonstrate 
how third-space subjects are able to navigate both dominant and non-
dominant terrains. Specifically, the “Angst Column” is written with 
consciencia de la mestiza / third-space consciousness (83). It is entit-
led “How Filipino/Philipino Are You?” and begins with the question: 
“Who is anybody to tell you you’re not ‘enough’ of anything?” (83). 
This entry embodies the understanding for third space subjects of the 
empty signifiers and alienating myths of authenticity, purity, and legi-
timacy. The author is aware that these myths need to be shattered by 
a conscious understanding and represenation of what it means to live 
as a borderlands inhabitant with a borderlands identity. She describes 
grappling with the taunts that she was not “Filipino enough,” “femi-
nine enough,” “queer enough,” or even “dark enough” (83). Demons-
trating an awareness of the ways in which borders can not only divide 
but inauthenticate subjects, the author asks what it means to be real or 
true Filipino (emphasis my own).

An emergent environmental consciousness and call to action 
around the issue and experience of environmental racism is revealed 

33  For an academic treatment of everyday racism see Philomena Essed’s work 
by the same title (1991).

Ad
ela

 C
. L

ico
na



N
óe

sis

38

in this zine. FACES is defined as a “nationwide coalition that’s com-
mitted to pressuring the U.S. government to take responsibility for 
the toxic wastes that were left behind at former U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines, namely Clark and Subic” (103). The presence of 
this article demonstrates an understanding of the relationship across 
difference in the context of both the local and the global. Lived expe-
riences of non-dominant populations are being articulated to practices 
of environmental degradation defined as environmental racism.

Issue No. 11 of Bamboo Girl is also identified as a post 9/11 zine. 
The back cover of this zine focuses on a photograph taken of a sidewalk 
spray-painted with the words “Please don’t attack other americans.” Sa-
brina notes how 9/11 has led to dangerous expressions of patriotism 
that are feeding into a culture of fear AND allowing for the profiling 
of brown people referred to throughout this zine as brothers and sisters. 
As noted, brown is a named ambiguity that is deployed strategically to 
build community and forge coalition across borders of difference. One 
entry reproduces a poster stating “Not in our name! Women of color 
AGAINST WAR” (45). There is a caption that encourages readers 
to hang the slogan “on your computer at work. Surely to impress the 
powers that be. Exercise your goddess right! Unless of course, it gets you 
fired” (45). This call for agitation in mundane contexts is made with the 
understanding that one is differently constricted in different contexts. 
This third space understanding demonstrates the ways in which con-
tradictions are understood and navigated in the everyday. Throughout 
each issue of Bamboo Girl there are dis/re/articulations that demonstrate 
a developed and deployed coalitional consciousness and commitment 
to community representation, education, and outreach —all elements 
of third space and borderlands rhetorical practices.

The editrix of Esperanza, Issue No. 2, December 2002,  demonstra-
tes a commitment to the kinds of disarticulations and rearticulations 
that pave the way for pursuits of community action and social justice. 
The disclaimer that expresses this commitment reads: “any [zine] tra-
des I get that are racist, sexist, homophobic or otherwise offensive get 
recycled in the city dumpster” (inside cover). Like many zinesters she 
calls for other zines with which to make trades in order to engage in 
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a kind of community dialogue. Trading zines is a third space practi-
ce of alternative consumption and community building that offers a 
means of entering into a community dialogue and action. There is a 
“womanifesto” included in this zine written “in order to encourage 
and support the blossoming of female friendship and community” (6). 
A deployed borderlands rhetorics reveals a critically engaged act of di-
sarticulation that acknowledges the intersecting systems and practices 
of oppression. This zinester states that she will

Refuse to engage in self-loathing that corporations profit from and perpetuate. 
Understand that ‘all forms of subordination are interlocking and mutually 
reinforcing’ by using Mari Matsuda’s ‘other question’ technique: ‘when I see 
something racist, I ask, ‘Where is the patriarchy in this?’ When I see something 
that looks sexist, I ask, ‘Where is the heterosexism in this?’ When I see something 
homophobic, I ask, ‘Where are the class interests in this? (6)

This zinester offers a borderlands rhetorical approach to the di-
sarticulation and rearticulation of social structures and (discursive) 
practices in pursuit of social equity and equality. In using Matsuda’s 
(año) work this zinester demonstrates that zines are crossing borders 
between the academic and the non-academic to inform everyday 
practices.
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Conclusion

Borderlands contexts are familiar to me. I read and experience —even 
imagine— the world through a borderlands rhetorical framework that 
speaks to my history and my earliest ways of knowing and being on the 
Juárez/El Paso border. The border, however, shifts. It is re-created and 
re-produced through practices and representations in multiple spaces. 
This essay attends to an applied theoretical application of what I term 
borderlands rhetoric and third space theory and practice. Third-spa-
ce practices unearth the colonizing tendencies of dominant rhetorical 
structures and practices, and then deploy rhetorics of resistance, trans-
formation, and (partial and potential) emancipation.34 This is also a 
project of re-spatialization because the border is not, cannot be, res-
tricted to a geographic space as a fixed location. Borderlands spaces 
are material narratives —stories in the making— that are contested 
and contingent.35 My relationship to this space called borderlands is 
embodied such that I now know the world through my experience li-
ving, breathing, being, and becoming on the border. Borders, however, 
are re-created, resisted, and reshaped through our interactions. They 
are at play in different spaces, relationships and practices.

In this essay I have demonstrated that third space and borderlands 
rhetorics are mutually constitutive. I have explored what I identify 
as a reciprocal and productive relationship between third space sites, 
subjectivities, and borderlands rhetorical practices. I have examined 
and applied a borderlands rhetorical lens to better understand rheto-
rical relationships, interactions, and representations that are pursued 
in spatialized contexts to build coalition and enact conscious social 
change. Zines materialize third space and reflect borderlands rheto-
rics of representation through the language of resistance, opposition, 
and, most importantly, coalition. As third-space subjects practicing 
and performing and producing what I consider third-space theory, 

34  For discussions on the colonizing effects of discourses and discursive prac-
tices, see also Anzaldúa (1987); Nye (1990); Pérez (1999); Tuhiwai Smith 
(1999); Gray-Rosendale and Gruber (2000); and Carrillo-Rowe (2005).
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zinesters, as well as academics are performing coalitional subjectivities, 
building community, disseminating information, questioning practi-
ces, and sharing knowledge across the seeming impervious bounda-
ries and borders of language, race, class, color, gender, size, sexuality, 
education, and ability. Investigating the borderlands rhetorical activity 
within the context of third space, I contend, is a scholarly, pedagogi-
cal, and activist enterprise. It offers the potential to examine issues 
of self and community representation and to investigate the dissemi-
nation of information and the re-production of new knowledges, as 
well as the contradictions and ambiguities that reflect the realities of 
multiply-situated subjects. The third space of ambiguity is a genera-
tive, creative, and productive space, and the discursive practices from 
these spaces are tied to the production of identities. My purpose is 
to apply lived theory and to make visible the sites, subjectivities, and 
borderlands rhetorical practices of resistance undertaken to generate 
alternative knowledges, practices, and relations that first imagine, and 
then re-construct and promote antiracist agendas and models of so-
cial justice. I, too, am unearthing and investigating third-space sites 
and subjectivities as “sitios, lenguas y empleos de resistencia, protesta 
y transformación”.36 This project unearths, identifies, and applies the 
methodologies of the borderlands as I understand and have lived and 
un/learned them.

35  See Doreen Massey (2005).
36  The tools and technologies utilized in this unearthing are primarily, though 

not exclusively, those of the methodology of the oppressed as defined and 
described by Chela Sandoval (2000) in her book by the same title. My efforts 
are, at least in part, an answer to the invitation made by Sandoval to ack-
nowledge our complicated places and consciously drift into the abyss beyond 
dualisms in order to speak a third voice, re-vision third meaning (142–145). 
This abyss is a third space where subjectivities can be re-imagined and re-
membered and from which they can be (re)presented.
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