
 

 

 

 
Abstract

The teaching of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) arose at the University of Zulia (LUZ) in response to student needs to deal

with English texts from their fields of specialization. This research analyzes the transversality of ESP in the integral training being

developed at LUZ. A bibliographic curricular search was carried out, from integral curriculum to competency-based curricula,

supported by Polo (2006), Canquíz and Inciarte (2006), Bravo (2007), Tobón (2005), Delors (1999), Morin (2000), among others.

The research is descriptive, of the non-experimental, field type, developed under the qualitative paradigm. The study worked with

37 ESP teachers from different schools at LUZ, representing 100% of all ESP teachers during the 1st period in 2010. Data was

collected using a structured survey for the teachers and a content analysis matrix for the syllabus. The reliability coefficient was

calculated using the Cronbach Alpha method; it proved to be moderately reliable, with a value of 0.85. Data analysis was carried

out with descriptive statistics, measuring central tendency, position, dispersion and variance analysis. Results show that the

transversal positioning of ESP is favorable in the integral curriculum at LUZ. However, according to content analysis, the thinking

processes limiting such insertion are creative thinking, critical thinking and problem solving. Also, the values of responsibility, ethics

and love for learning, which should be explicit in English programs, are absent. Recommendations are to redesign the curricula for

all fields of study at LUZ in order to position ESP transversally to enhance students’ academic-social performance.
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