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Over the past four decades, the analysis of regional and urban issues has attained a prime position in research, particularly from an economic perspective. Evidently, geographers have always paid very close attention to these matters, as they represent the very essence of their discipline. Moreover, they have also made splendid contributions. Economists, however, took far longer to incorporate spatial considerations into their economic analyses. In fact, only the topic of localisation and some issues on market competition had warranted any measure of theoretical and applied effort, albeit brilliant, in some instances. In other Social Sciences, such as Sociology, Politics and History, the focus on regional and urban issues has also benefitted from some outstanding testimonies and contributions in the past, but such topics rarely enjoyed a clear position within the central cores of those disciplines.

This is not, without a doubt, the situation we are currently in. Today, there are world associations, such as RSAI, RSA and UGI, to cite just three relevant examples between a high number of them, which bring together researchers from different backgrounds in an effort to analyse spatial issues. At the same time, there are numerous academic-scientific journals focusing specifically on regional and urban problems, including our own modest effort. Likewise, several universities offer postgraduate, and even graduate, courses focusing on regional analysis, urban topics, local development and other more or less directly related themes. The present situation is, therefore, clearly very different from that of a few decades ago.

The historical evolution of any field of study requires some form of self-examination from time to time, in order to calibrate and evaluate the current path, and also to explore possible issues that may deserve a closer look by researchers. This is particularly necessary in the case of Social Sciences, more so considering that our societies evolve continuously, as does the global environment, that technological progress is generating changes in wide array of disciplines, that demographic dynamics are generating new problems and demands, and that, to limit this list, international and intrastate migratory movements are bringing new challenges, attitudes and problems. All of this is reflected and materialised very clearly at a spatial level.

Over a year ago, the Editorial Board of this Journal considered that this is a good time to reflect on the developments taking place in the field of regional and urban research and, above all, to explore which issues and approaches might be most relevant for future research. The objective was, and remains, undoubtedly ambitious. In fact, it clearly exceeded the possibilities of this Journal. However, we believed that it was worth making, at least, a modest contribution to this reflection through a monographic issue seeking to explore the «new frontiers» of Regional and Urban Analysis.

To face this challenge, we asked a group of academics and researchers of international prestige to provide their ideas on certain topics and problems that could represent the new frontiers of Regional Science, always respecting their freedom of choice and approach. The result is this monographic issue. As readers will see, we have gathered contributions from well-known academics and researchers from various continents. Once again, this time with a completed work in our hands, we wish to extend our warmest gratitude to these excellent professionals.

We trust that the variety of themes considered, the authority of our contributors and the multiple suggestions stemming from several works included in this issue will encourage many researchers to advance towards those frontiers of territorial analysis. We also hope that any future contributions will serve to guide the objectives and content of regional and urban policies.

We are in need of theoretical contributions and empirical analyses with a scope beyond mere speculation and strictly scientific and academic values. If there is one goal that social scientists should always strive for, it is to contribute to solve any problems they perceive and which people suffer from, many of which are manifested in the places where they live and work; in other words, their territory. This is clearly the case of poverty, inequality, environmental issues, creation of wealth and employment, and the changes stemming from new technologies and digitalisation, among others.
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