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F R O M  T H E  M E D I T E R R A N E A N  T O  T H E  A M E R I C A S .   

I T A L I A N  E T H N I C  S C H O O L S  I N  R I O  G R A N D E  D O  S U L  B E T W E E N  

E M I G R A T I O N ,  C O L O N I A L I S M  A N D  N A T I O N A L I S M  ( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 2 5 )  

AL B E R T O  BA R A US S E  

barausse@unimol.it | Università degli Studi del Molise, Italy 

A B S T R A C T  

Between the second half of the nineteenth century and the first decades of the twentieth 

century, the development of Italian educational institutions has been associated with 

new processes. The needs related to the formation of Nation-State, widen and 

intertwined with those determined by new phenomena as the colonialism and massive 

emigration. Millions of Italians crossed the Mediterranean to reach the coasts of the 

Americas: there arose new colonies of immigrants. The dynamics that involved the Italian 

society have requested schools to take on new and relevant functions for the basic 

education of citizens in the states of emigration and in those of colonization. The essay 

presents the case study of Italian ethnic schools abroad: it aims to examine the functions 

performed by institutions and school cultures—by textbooks—used to ensure the 

preservation and the promotion of specific educational models by ethnical and identitary 

characteristics in a national sense in a different context, like the Brazilian State of Rio 

Grande do Sul. 

K E Y  W O R D S  

Italian migration and education in Brazil;  

Educational policy nineteenth and twentieth century; Italian ethnic schools in Brazil;  

Educational culture and Italian schools abroad. 
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2  The birth of the Italian colonial area was a consequence of the reestablishment of the colonization policy of the 

Imperial Government after the failure of the previous colonization policies of the Province. In 1875, the Imperial 

Government engaged in promoting and populating the colonies of Conde D 'Eu and D. Isabel, already demarcated, 



 

 

 

                                                             

and in the foundation of a third colony called “Fundos de Nova Palmira”, (later called Caxias) whose boundaries were 
defined by Campos de Cima da Serra, and by the colonies of Nova Petrópolis, Nova Palmira and Picada Feliz. Two 

years later, the Imperial Government created a fourth colony to accommodate new immigrants who arrived in the 

province. This colony was called Silveira Martins and it completed the initial basic center of Italian immigration in Rio 

Grande do Sul. The Imperial Government had arranged for the installation of agricultural colonies in the areas 

specifically managed and controlled by the Repartição Geral das Terras Públicas. Therefore, the agricultural colonies 

in the northeast of Rio Grande do Sul were divided into square leagues, limited by the so called linhas and travessões. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                             

3  In relation to the negative situation of schools, the consul made reference to the fruits of the “absenteeism of 
the Royal Government” what resulted in some nuisance within the Directorate General. The demands of Trabalza were 

not helpful to change the tones and make them more compatible with what was indeed analyzed and reported by the 

consular agent of Italica Gens, Cesare Bompard, who had sent the ministry a report that contained a less pessimistic 

view. As in the note by Ciro Trabalza of 3 December 1925 in ASMAE, Archivio Scuola 1923-1928, b. 637. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                             

4  Bando di concorso a premio per un testo di storia patria ad uso delle scuole elementari e popolari italiane 

all'estero, Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero della Pubblica Istruzione [henceforward BUMPI], n. 25 Vol. II, - June 22nd, 

1922, pp. 968-969. 

5  Bando di concorso a premio per un libro di lettura ad uso delle scuole elementari italiane all’estero, BUMPI, 
January 12th, 1922, II, pp. 44-45. 

6  Ministerial Decree of August, 20th, 1922 - Concorsi per libri di testo nelle scuole primarie della Tripolitania e 

della Cirenaica (published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale of October 31st, 1922, n. 256), BUMPI, n. 45, Vol. II, - November 

9th, 1922, pp. 2081-2085, now also in A. Barausse, 2008, vol.II, p. 1331. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


