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Abstract: is paper on the Mithilanchal Urdu, a dialect of the Indo-Aryan language
family, would be an interesting study in the time of the Corona Pandemic, as it may
be considered a minority language or dialect and such languages and dialects have been
found to be especially vulnerable in the times of calamities like the present COVID-19
pandemic. However, this paper would basically provide a baseline upon which post-
pandamic studies can be based for exploring the effect of the pandemic. e present
study reflects the segmental phonology of Maithili Urdu, a dialect of the Indo-Aryan
language family, spoken mainly in the Mithilanchal region of the state of Bihar in India.
Maithili Urdu does not have its own script or literature, yet it has maintained an oral
history over many centuries. It has contributed in enriching the Maithili, Hindi and
Urdu language and literature very profoundly. ere are ten vowels in Maithili Urdu.
It would be very interesting to know that out of these, there are four front vowels, four
back vowels, and two central vowels. Lip rounding is not distinctive, but only the back
vowels are rounded. Out of these ten vowels, three are short and seven are long. Length,
thus, is a distinctive feature in Maithili Urdu, where short and long vowels show full
phonological opposition in all positions. ese are all pure vowels, non-nasalized. All
vowels in Maithili Urdu can be nasalized. Consonantal phonemes in Maithili Urdu
show four-way contrast between voiceless and voiced and unaspirated and aspirated at
bilabial, dental, retroflex, palatal, velar, and glottal places of articulation. Phonetically,
affricates also behave like stops. Similarly, the taps, laterals, and nasals also show a
two-way contrast between unaspirated and aspirated. Aspiration, thus, is an overriding
characteristic of the Maithili Urdu sound system. is study has greatly benifited from
the similar work done by Dixit, 1963; Halle & Mohannan 1985; Masud Husain Khan,
1986; Hyman, 2003. In this paper, a brief overview of segmental phonology of Maithili
Urdu will be presented wherein vowels and consonants and their phonotactic behavior
will be described in detail.
Keywords: Biolinguistic diversity, Language Acquisition, Language Transmission,
Linguistics Domains.

I. INTRODUCTION

e present work is a grammatical description of Mithilanchal Urdu,
a dialect of the Indo-Aryan language family, spoken by around twenty
percent speakers mainly in the Mithilanchal region of the state of Bihar in
India. Besides, it is also spoken by a majority of the Mithilanchal diaspora
community. Very rich in literary style, Mithilanchal Urdu has maintained
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a literary history over many decades. It has contributed in enriching the
Hindi and Urdu language and literature very profoundly.

II. Geography

Mithilanchal is the historic name for the large area of Bihar that includes
roughly present day Rajsamand, Bhilwara, Udaipur, and Chittaurgarh
districts of Rajasthan state of India. Mithilanchal region lies across the
Aravalli mountain range to the northwest; Ajmer lies to the north; Wagar
region of Rajasthan and Gujarat lies to the south; Malwa region of
Madhya Pradesh state lies to the southeast; and the Harauti region of
Rajasthan lies to the east. e northern part of Mithilanchal is a gently
sloping plain, drained by the Banas river and its tributaries, which empty
northwest into the Chambal river, a tributary of the Yamuna river. e
southern part of the region is hilly and marks the divide between the
Banas and its tributaries and the headwaters of the Sabarmati and Mahi
rivers and their tributaries, which drain south into the Gulf of Cambay
through Gujarat state.

Mithilanchal has a tropical climate. Rainfall averages 660 millimeter
per annumand is generally higher in the southwest and lower in the
northeast of the region. Over ninety percent of the rain typically falls
between June to September every year, during the southwest monsoon.
e region is part of the Kathiawar-Gir dry deciduous forests' eco-
region. Protected areas include the Jaisamand Wildlife Sanctuary, the
Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, the Bassi Wildlife Sanctuary and the
Sitamata Game Sanctuary.

III. Sociolinguistic data

e term “Mithilanchal Urdu” literally refers to someone who hails from
or is an inhabitant of the Mithilanchal region in Rajasthan. Mithilanchal
Urdu people prefer to speak Mithilanchal Urdu dialect of Rajasthani, but
nowadays Hindi is gradually replacing Rajasthani as it is the medium of
instruction at all levels. Moreover, one will find English speakers in all the
major cities and in remote villages too.

Hinduism is the main religion of Mithilanchal region and other
significant religious groups in this area are the Jains and the Muslims.
ere are many local folk heroes and local deities.

IV. Existing research

ough Mithilanchal Urdu had contributed profoundly to Rajasthani
literature in medieval periods, however extensive linguistic research work
has not been conducted on it. Some native scholars have done research on
its word lists and there is scanty work on phonology. However, the work
done by Yadav 2011; Ohala Manjari, 1991; Chomsky and Halle, 1968 are
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of great importance. In addition, sketches of its morphology and syntax
are found in some texts and monographs.

V. Vowels

ere are ten vowels in Mithilanchal Urdu. Out of these, there are four
front vowels, four back vowels, and two central vowels (see Table 1). Lip
rounding is not distinctive, but only the back vowels are rounded. Out
of these ten vowels, three are short and seven are long. Length, thus, is
a distinctive feature in Mithilanchal Urdu, where short and long vowels
show full phonological opposition in all positions.

ese are all pure vowels, non-nasalized. All vowels in Mithilanchal
Urdu can be nasalized. To each vowel, there corresponds a nasalized
counterpart (see 1.1.9).

Table 1:
Vowels in Mithilanchal Urdu

1. Front vowels

e phonological contrast between the front vowels /i, #, e, æ/ is shown
below at all levels:



IARS' International Research Journal, 2021, vol. 11, núm. 1, ISSN: 2202-2821 / 1839-6518

PDF generado a partir de XML-JATS4R por Redalyc
Proyecto académico sin fines de lucro, desarrollado bajo la iniciativa de acceso abierto 54

Table 2:
Front vowels Initial Medial Final

2. Central vowels

e central vowels /ə, a/ show full phonological contrast at all levels:

3. Back vowels

e back vowels /u, #, o, #/ are rounded and show phonological
opposition in all positions:
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4. High vowels

e high vowels /i, u/ contrast in all positions:

5. Low-high vowels

e low-high vowels /I, #/ contrast at all positions, but occur rarely at
word-final position:

6. Mid vowels

e mid vowels /e, ə, o/ show phonological contrast in all positions:

7. Low vowels

e low vowels /æ, a, #/ show phonological contrasts at all positions:
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B. Vowel length

ere are three pairs of short and long vowels in Mithilanchal Urdu: /
#/ and /i/; /#/ and /u/; and /ə/ and /a/. ey show full phonological
contrast at all—initial, medial, and final— positions, but short vowels
generally occur at less frequently at final position. e following words
illustrate the length contrast between short and long vowels at initial and
medial positions

1. Initial

2. Medial

3. Final
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C. Nasalized vowels

Vowel nasality is distinctive in Mithilanchal Urdu. e contrast between
oral and nasalized vowels at initial, medial, and final position is shown
below:

1. Initial

2. Medial
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3. Final
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VI. Consonants

ere are three notions that help distinguish one sound from another in
describing the consonant sounds of Mithilanchal Urdu. ey are:

(i) place of articulation
(ii) manner of articulation, and
(iii) voicing.
Mithilanchal Urdu consonantal phonemes are described in terms

of the following articulatory features: (i) Labial position (ii) Dental
position (iii) Palatal position (iv) Velar position (v) Glottal position
(vi) Closure (vii) Trill (viii) Frictionless aperture (ix) Lateral opening
(x) Retroflexion (xi) Nasality (xii) Voicing, and (xiii) Aspiration. e
consonantal phonemes are seen in Table 2.

Table 2
Front vowels Initial Medial Final
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A. Description of individual consonantal phonemes with allophonic
variations.

ere are 28 consonantal phonemes in Mithilanchal Urdu that show
four-way contrast between voiceless vs. voiced and unaspirated vs.
aspirated at bilabial, dental, retroflex, palatal, velar, and glottal places of
articulation. Aspiration is an overriding characteristic of the Mithilanchal
Urdu sound system. Description of each consonant phoneme is given
below:

1. Stops
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B. Nasals
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C. Fricatives

D. Laterals

E. Trill



IARS' International Research Journal, 2021, vol. 11, núm. 1, ISSN: 2202-2821 / 1839-6518

PDF generado a partir de XML-JATS4R por Redalyc
Proyecto académico sin fines de lucro, desarrollado bajo la iniciativa de acceso abierto 68

F. Frictionless continuants

VII. Distribution and contrast

All consonants, except /ŋ, n#, #/, occur at initial, medial and final
positions.

VIII. Contrast of articulation

e examples of contrast of voiceless versus voiced and aspiration versus
un-aspirated are given below and these illustrate phonemic contrasts:
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IX. Stops

1. Voiceless vs. Voiced
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2. Unaspirated vs. aspirated
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X. Fricatives

XI. Frictionless continuants

Frictionless continuants /w, y/ show phonological contrast at all
positions:
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XII. Contrast of manner

A. Stop vs. ictionless continuant: /b : w/

B. Trill vs. lateral: /r : l/ show phonological contrast at all positions:

XIII. Consonantal length

ere are two degrees of phonetic length in consonants in Mithilanchal
Urdu: (i) simple, and

(ii) geminates. Simple consonants occur in all the positions whereas
geminated occur only in the intervocalic position. All the consonants,
except /r, y, h/, can occur geminated whichoccur only aer short vowels.
Geminates behave like consonant clusters in the syllabic structure of the
language; the first half goes with the preceding vowel and the latter half
with the following one. e following examples illustrate the contrast
between simple and geminate consonants:
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XIV. Diphthongs

ere are two diphthongs in Mithilanchal Urdu: /əi/ and /əu/. /əi/
is generally pronounced loosely as ə-i, and, /əu/ as ə-u. Mithilanchal
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Urdu, however, is somewhat tighter in its pronunciation so it depends
more or less on the option of the speaker, if s/he contracts /əi/ or/
əu/ into a real diphthong or pronounce them separately as two distinct
vowels. e process of diphthongization in Mithilanchal Urdu is closely
related to vowel clustering. Diphthongs in Mithilanchal Urdu are rising
diphthongs, i.e. they end in high vowels /i/ and /u/:

XV. Suprasegmentals

A. Stress

e stress is not an important feature in Mithilanchal Urdu, yet it
seems that its existence and phonemic status cannot be ruled out. Stress
is utilized in disyllabic syllables to distinguish between grammatical
categories. In nouns, stress accent falls on the initial syllable and in the
verb category it falls on the final syllable. e stressed syllable is marked
by the symbol ['].

Phonetically, stress is employed to express emphasis. e phonetic
correlate is the combination of length and pitch. Emphasized syllables
contain a greater amount of energy.

B. Juncture

Juncture is also phonemic in Mithilanchal Urdu. is is not audible as a
distinct sound but is realized as a gap in speech in a normal or slow speech.
e following contrasts establish the juncture phoneme in Mithilanchal
Urdu:

i. /mənana/ ‘to convince’ /mən+a+na/ ‘to be agree + come’
ii. /pərdesi/ ‘stranger’ /pər+de+si/ ‘curtains + sew (imp.)’
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C. Intonation

Accent and stress are not distinctive features in Mithilanchal Urdu.
Stress in Mithilanchal Urdu is mainly used for emphasis. However,
some minor variations in intonation are observed which are shown
below: For example, /həm gao3j#ai-be/ ‘I will go to the village’ is is
a simplestatement of fact. e intonation changes, if this sentence is
interrogative. In this sentence any item may be stressed according to the
context and emphasis, which results in change of intonation.

a) Həm gao3j#ai-be?
b) Həm3gao32j#ai-be1
c) Həm1gao33j#ai-be2
d) Həm2gao31j#ai-be3

Of the above examples, sentence (a) is a question; whereas in sentences
(b, c, d) there are emphases on /həm/ /gao3/ and /jai- be/ respectively.

XVI. Concluding remarks

In this study, a brief sketch of segmental phonology of Mithilanchal Urdu
has been presented where in vowels and consonants and their phonotactic
behavior is described in detail. A brief discussion on suprasegmental
features such as, stress, juncture and intonation has been presented as
unique features of Mithilanchal Urdu.
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