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Abstract: For centuries girls were not treated equal to boys in many ways. e education
of girls has become one of the most important concerns of 21st century not only at local
level but also at the national level. Efforts by the government are on to ensure gender
equality but government initiatives alone would not be sufficient to achieve this goal.
Society must take initiative to create a climate in which there is no gender discrimination
and girls have full opportunity to receive good quality elementary education without
any barrier. e female literacy rate is also lower than the male literacy rate. e ground
reality is deprivation and exploitation of girls especially from rural areas and those
belonging to deprived sections of the society. Education is a powerful tool of social
transformation. Hence, education for girls has to be paid special attention. Greater
access for education must be ensured in the educational system. Gender sensitivity must
be developed. A watch has to be kept on dropout rate of girls and corrective measures
should be taken to check the dropout rates. ere is no denying the fact that education
of girls have made considerable progress in almost every aspect, but they still have to
struggle against many handicaps and social evils in the male dominated society. e study
found that there are 222 children in the age group of 06-14 years who are out of school
from a single education zone. Taking this thing into consideration it seems a dream to
achieve 100% literacy rate at elementary level if time bound steps are not taken to solve
this problem. Hence, the study will help all stakeholders to become aware of the present
situation and issues prevailing in the education zone Khag and can play an active role in
solving these problems effectively and fruitfully.
Keywords: Gender Equality, Elementary Education .

I. Introduction

"Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be ee, at least
in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall
be compulsory…. Education shall be directed to the full development of
human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental eedoms." (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article
26)

To achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) there is a
need to tackle the alarming problem of out of school children (OOSC),
especially in developing countries. India has launched several programs to
reach the remotest corners of the country; however, the issue of equity,
quality, enrolment, retention, infrastructure, and learning achievement of
children remains a neglected area. No matter the enrolment has increased,
but at the same time dropout level is growing respectively at the primary
and elementary level. e serious concern of the present times is that
different sources show different figures of OOSC in India, which does
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not reveal the true picture. e data presented by various sources is
questionable when compared with each other. In India, a significant
number of children remain OOSC, especially from low-income families,
marginalized sections of society, and mostly girls.

II. Preface of Research

As it is a common belief, particularly in rural areas, that education of
girls is not of much importance as his prime job is to perform household
activities. Some of them show great interest in studies but ends up being
marginalized due to this particular notion of parents. So there is a need to
tackle the obstacle of gender discrimination. So keeping these things into
consideration, there is an urgent need to fill these gaps, whether it is an
economic gap, social gap, gender gap, enrolment gap, or learning gap.

Due to the several social and political disturbances in Kashmir valley,
the condition of the education sector is very poor, because it lacks
proper educational planning and infrastructure. In recent years the
government with the help of central government try their best to bring
an improvement in the field of education by launching many program,
projects, and policies. e school education ladder is bifurcated into
Primary, Middle, Secondary, and Higher Secondary stages. "e school
education is undoubtedly one of the largest departments under the J&K
government, but the same is administratively so poor that one can take
it as nothing more than a transfer industry and GP fund office. ere
are various loopholes in the administrative setup of this department
for which government is least bothered about" (Shah, H: p110). "e
government is trying to take various initiatives from time to time to
improve the education system. e government runs many centers and
state-supported schemes, especially for the backward/underprivileged
sections of the society, so that they are not deprived of education.
It includes providing free education up to the college level, mobile
institutions for the nomadic population, scholarships, free books, and
uniform to deserving students.” (Galgotra, M. 2015). (J&K Government
Report, 2007) "Identified 1.07 lakh out of school children in the age
group of 6-11 years, 4.60% of the children are out of school children
whereas 7.85% of ST children and 10.15% of ST girls are out of school
in this age group. In the 11-14 age groups, 8.19% of children are out of
school, whereas 20.15% of ST children and 26.09% of ST girls are out
of school in this age group. Kupwara, Budgam, Srinagar, Anantnag and
Doda have the highest proportion of out of school children”.

e literacy rate of J&K as per census 2011 is 68.74 percent, which
is below the national average literacy rate, which is 74.04 percent.
e economic survey report of 2016-2017 presented in the legislative
assembly has shown a decreasing trend in the out of school children. As
per the report, in the year 2015-2016, the total number of OOSC in J&K
was 79598 children who have noticeably decreased to 54713 in 2016-
2017. e report also revealed that the number of out of school girls has
decreased from 46218 in 2015-2016 to 31856 in 2016-2017. While as the
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report shows an increasing trend in the dropout rate of primary and upper
primary school children from 6.93 percent and 5.36 percent in the year
2015-2016 to 10.30 percent and 10.20 percent in the year 2016-2017.

A. Education zone Khag

Khag is blessed with deep valley and breath-taking sceneries. It is a town,
Municipal committee, and headquarters of the Budgam District. It is
located 34 kilometres away from Srinagar. As per census 2011, the literacy
rate in tehsil khag is 38.31% which is far below than literacy rate at
district level (57.98%), state-level (67.16%) and national level (74.04%).
Education zone Khag has a number of educational institutions from
primary to higher secondary level. Almost 114 government and private
schools of nearly 35 villages come under the education zone of Khag.
Education zone Khag starts from village Bamurada to Sitharn. Zone
Khag is distributed in 08 clusters, which are: Khag, Khanpora, Poshker,
Panziyari, Shunglipora, Hamchipora, Khud Lassipora, and Bamurada.

B. Rationale of the study

e present study is very useful because it sheds light on different aspects
of the study. e importance and progress of elementary education
are being highlighted in many programs, policies, reports, and research
studies, but no such study has been conducted in the education zone
khag. erefore, the present study has opened up a new direction in
this respect. e problem which has been identified by the investigator
will give a proper track to the authorities concerned in developing and
modifying the programs and policies regarding the education of children
at the elementary level.

III. Objectives of the Study

e present study is framed based on the following objectives:

• To find out the total number of children in the age group of 06-14
years who have never been enrolled in school.

• o find out the total number of children in the age group of 06-14
years who got dropout from the school.

• To find out the total number of out of school children in the age
group of 06-14 years.

IV. Review of Related Literature

In the present chapter, the investigator attempts to analyse the previously
existing piece of documented literature regarding out of school children
available through various sources. is chapter includes the review on
main categories such as demographic status of OOSC, determining
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factors contributing children to be out of school, implications of children
being out of school, the current situation of OOSC, parental perception
on the education of OOSC,

e investigator has gone through a few studies conducted in Jammu
and Kashmir, India and abroad related to the area the overview of the
studies are as under:

• Hazarika, G., Bedi and Arjun, S. (2010), Seetharaman, A.S., &
Ushadevi, M.D. (2008), Sharma, R., Sharma S., & Nagar, S.
(2007) and Dreze, J. and Gazdar. H. (1996) studied that illiteracy
and low education of the parents is a factor for out of school
children.

• Combining Data on Out-of-school Children (2019), Global
initiative on out-of-school children (2018), Din, et al. (2011),
Mukherjee, D. (2011), Naval, F.J.G (2009)  Jeyaraj, D., and
Subramanian, S. (2005), Govindaraju, R., and Vasavi and
Mehendale, A. (2003) studied that poverty of parents is a big
hurdle in the way of education of children which directly or
indirectly give rise to the problem of OOSC.

• Farooq, M.S. (2013) found that the most reported reason for
out of school children was the boring teaching style, physical
punishment fear of teacher, lack of essential facilities in schools
and unattractive school atmosphere.

• Child labor is also mentioned in the studies of Sinha, S. (2000),
and Bauddha, V. (1997) as a factor for non- enrollment and drop
out of children from school.

• Family-related reasons are also seen in the studies of Huisman J.,
& Smits, J. (2012), Khan, G.A., Tahir, M., & Shah, S.A. (2011),
Goswami, A.S. (2009),. Kotwal, N., Neelima, & Rani, S. (2007)
and Sharma, 2007 as a factor which influences the dropout or
non-school going children.

• Gender differences are also seen in the studies of Khan, S., &
Pandey, G. (2012), Li, D., & Tsang. M.C (2002) in which the
dropout rate of girls is more than boys.

V. Methodology

e choice of methods for research work depends upon the nature of the
problem selected. Mainly methodology consists of tools, techniques, and
procedures. e success of the investigation depends on the priority of the
method and the tools and techniques the researcher uses.

A. Locale of the study

e present study is carried out in education zone Khag of district
Budgam Jammu and Kashmir.
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B. Research design

In the present study, a descriptive survey method of research is used by the
investigator in order to know about the OOSC in education zone Khag.

1. Sampling Design

Non Probability sampling was used for the present study.

2. Sample and sampling technique

e sample for the present study consists of 222 OOSC children and their
parents. A purposive sampling technique was used to collect the data from
the respondents.

3. Tools used for data collection

e following tools were employed in the present study for data
collection.

Interview schedule-I (for out of school children)
Interview schedule-II (for parents of out of school children)

VI. Analysis and Interpretation of Data

e present article provides analysis and interpretation of the field level
data collected from parents, out of school children, community, and from
other sources. e investigator was guided by an interest in understanding
the total number of OOSC in the age group of 06-14 years.

Table 1:
Number of dropout from school

If we analyze the table 1 carefully, we will find that out of 170 dropout
cases, the number of boys was 92 while the number of girls is 78. One
of the important things to consider is that more girls (60%) than boys
(40%) were dropped out at the primary stage, while more boys (57%) as
compared to girls (43%) were dropped out at the upper primary stage. e
dropout rate is more at the upper primary stage as the majority (85.29%)
of the dropout children are in the age group 11-14 years whereas only
(14.17%) of the dropout children are in the age group of 06-11 years.
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Table 2:
Showing the number of children who were never enrolled in school

During the survey, the investigator found 52 such children in the
education zone, Khag, who had never been enrolled in any type of school.
e table 2 show that out of 52 children that have never been enrolled
in schools, 39 are girls, and the remaining 13 are boys. With the total
estimated out of school children, 52 (23.4%) have never been enrolled in
any school. e above table gives a clear indication that the percentage of
girls (75%) that were never enrolled is much higher than boys (25%).

Table 3:
Showing total number of out of school children

e table 3 shows that the total number of OOSC in the age group
of 06 to 14 years is 222, out of which 117 are girls and 105 are boys. In
the age group of 06 to 11years, 55 children are OOS, and the remaining
167 children who are out of school fall in the age group of 11 to 14
years. Disaggregating gender-wise (52.70%) of girls are OOS as compare
to (47.29%) of boys. Within the age group of 6-11 years, (65.45%) of girls
are OOS as compared to (34.54%) of boys in the same age group. In the
age group of 11-14 years (48.50%) of girls and (51.49%) of boys are OOS.

Table 4:
Willingness of parents to send OOSC to school

e table 4 shows that majority (54%) of parents are interested to send
their out of school children to school and (37%) of parents are not willing
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for the same. However, (9%) of parents have not yet decided whether to
enroll their children in schools or not.

VII. Major Findings of the Study

Based on the analysis and interpretation presented in the previous
chapter, one gets the idea that education zone Khag progressed
enormously; however, it has some areas of concern, which are mainly
responsible for the un-fulfilment of the goals of universalization of
elementary education. Findings which are coming aer analysing and
interpreting the data are:

1. e dropout rate is higher at the upper primary stage, which
is 85.30%, and to some extent, it is less in the primary stage,
which is 14.70%.

2. 60% of girls drop out at the primary stage as compared to 40%
of boys.

3. e number of boys is more than girls in case of dropout at the
upper primary stage, which is 57% of boys as compared to 43%
of girls.

4. Out of the total number of OOSC, it was found that never
enrolled children constitute 23.42% of children who are out
of school.

5. e number of girls that are never enrolled is much higher than
boys. e percentage of girls is 75% as compared to 25% of
boys.

6. Disaggregating gender-wise (52.70%) of girls are OOS as
compare to (47.29%) of boys.

7. e majority (54%) of the parents are interested in sending
their OOSC to school, and (37%) of the parents are not
willing. Whereas, (9%) of parents were undecided about the
education of their children.

8. e study found that dropout is more among poor students as
compared to higher economic class students.

9. Due to unfavorable circumstances in Kashmir valley, schools
remain frequently closed, which directly or indirectly affects
the quality of the education system.

VIII. Suggestions

1. School dropout and non-school going is a very complex
phenomenon, a very dangerous one, but it happens too much
easily and frequently. It is a very complex problem with a
mixture of different factors responsible for expanding this
issue. A comprehensive approach is required to tackle these
issues as well as to improve the socio-economic conditions
which contribute to the problem.
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2. Regular schools with an inclusive orientation are the
most important means of fighting discrimination, creating
welcoming communities, building an inclusive society, and
achieving education for all. Moreover, these schools will
provide effective education to the majority of children and
improve efficiency and, ultimately, the cost-effectiveness of the
entire education system.

3. Illiteracy and ignorance among a sizeable population of adults
is also a contributory factor for their indifferent mindset
towards their children's schooling. Extensive awareness
programs, especially in hilly areas and tribal areas, should be
carried out on a regular basis to highlight the value of education
for every child. More voluntary organizations may be engaged
in this area to establish close linkage with the community,
which is heterogeneous and diverse. e private sector should
view it as a collaborator rather than a competitor.

4. Out-of-school is a multifaceted phenomenon. e
identification of out-of-school children and the motivation of
their parents should be planned carefully. A campaign should
be set to let all people know about the related educational
policies as well as the benefits of education to the children and
to society.

5. e environment of the school plays a significant position
in generating the interest of the students towards education.
us, the school's environment should be made propitious
with the availability of adequate infrastructure facilities and
proper buildings.

6. Special bridge courses must be started to create interest
and familiarize never-enrolled and dropout children towards
education.

7. e government should provide Special scholarship schemes
to low-income families who will motivate them to send their
children to schools regularly until they complete elementary
education. Parents of children working in low salaried
occupations will be covered under this scheme. eses should
be provided to the children in order to tackle socio- economic
factors. Incentives may also be introduced for those poor
children who are regular and performing well.

8. Prime priority should be given to the removal of illiteracy
among girls, and, in this regard, the community can play an
active role in enrolling and retaining OOSC in schools.

9. Parent-teacher meetings should be organized at regular
intervals for developing mutual understanding and discussing
the performance of children.
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IX. Conclusion

In line with the commitment to provide good quality elementary
education to all children, the education system does not do enough
justice. Zone khag has remained educationally backward despite various
initiatives undertaken by the government from time to time. So, the
government and voluntary sector should highlight the importance of
education at the elementary level and make efforts to encourage children
of low-income families especially girls to pursue good quality elementary
education without any impediments. Underprivileged families must
be specially educated with a proper social formula to help them as a
foundation for empowerment. New schemes and educational programs
for OOSC, mainly residing in far-flung areas, should be implemented at
the grass-root level.

e investigator observed that no one is going to blame himself for his
faults. Most of the parents responded that educational factors and lack
of interest of the child in studies are responsible for the child being out
of school. In contrast, majority of the teachers blame that the negligence
of parents is responsible for children being out of school. When the same
question was asked to OOSC, they responded that Poverty, education
not considered necessary by parents, and school- related factors are
responsible for it.
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