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Abstract

. The great spread of the phenomenon of MeToo, a global movement promoting the publicity of the facts of sexual harassment,
has also received a response in Lithuania: anonymous stories in blogs have grown into a provocative discourse that has attracted
a great deal of attention. The aim of the research presented in this article is to characterise the discourse of MeToo in terms of
rhetorical expression that has not been discussed yet: to identify and elicit the dominant elements of rhetorical argumentation.
The empirical research was conducted using the method of rhetorical analysis that allows distinguishing and defining in
rhetorical categories the models characteristic to rhetoric appeals. The method of rhetorical analysis combined with directed
content analysis, as well as with critical discourse analysis. Following the methodology of provocative narrative research, it was
analysed the material published at the time of maximum intensity and involvement in the discourse, such as testimonies,
publications, interviews, and comments of women who have been subjected to sexual harassment. The results of rhetorical
discourse analysis allow us to discuss the culture of accusation in which the normalization of victim condemnation is prevalent,
and logical reasoning gives way to prejudice-based emotional appeals.
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Introduction

Modern means of media have led to changes in the scope, intensity, and effectiveness of communication.
New technologies that are being developed every day help create even more effective communication at all
levels, changing the perception of its participants about the phenomena of human reality and existence
(Benjamin, 2005: 2014). The multi-layered and interactive nature of the media legitimized free
dissemination of information and active dialogue (Baléytiené, 2000: 117). The democratization of content
production and dissemination has resulted in content users becoming both creators and sources, especially
on social networking platforms (Pérez-Soler, 2017: 74-81). The online medium, which offers unlimited
opportunities for dialogue and polylogue, is an advantageous place for the dissemination of subjective
truths and the intersection of different views and attitudes.

Online media that intertwines different genres and even more diverse relationships of discourse
participants have also become an attractive arena for the birth and performance of provocation. In online
media, different genres and sub-genres “overlap” and texts here become heterogeneous (Marcinkevicieng,
2008: 80). Not only does the provocative narrative inspire these processes, but it emerges as a result of such
a genre modification, at the same time as a condition for discourse actuality, in other words, readability,
and notoriety.

An example of a typical modern, provocative discourse is the worldwide movement, which has attracted
much attention and provoked controversial reactions that promote the publicity of the issues of sexual
harassment, abuse, and violence against women. The intensive dissemination of the phenomenon has also
received a response in Lithuania: anonymous stories on the blogs emerged as a sign of solidarity that has
grown into a provocative discourse that has received a great deal of agiotage. Provocation is defined as the
activity of questioning and contradicting norms, values, laws, rules, and symbolic power (Driessens, 2013:
556). It is associated with the provocation of backward reaction (Paris, 1989, quoted from Boudana, Segev,
2017: 8). This understanding of provocation opens up the possibility of creating a discourse that consists
of the source and its sequences, i.e., reaction to it, reaction to reaction, and others. The chain discourse
perception determines the bias of causality and exceptionally subjective judgment of events (Boudana,
Segev, 2017: 10-13). The rhetorical analysis of MeToo discourse as a provocative narrative allows
decoding the rhetorical strategies of influence that discourse creators adopt. The article aims to
characterize the discourse in terms of rhetorical expression, ie., to identify and elicit the dominant
clements of rhetorical argumentation. The objectives of the article are: (1) to reveal specific logical and
rhetorical tops in the testimonies of victims of harassment; (2) to identify dominant eristic arguments in
the discourse of sexual harassment; (3) to discuss the specifics of linguistic expression in comments about
sexual harassment; (4) to comment on probable transformations of provocative rhetoric in the observed
discourse.

In recent years, the discourse of sexual harassment has received a great deal of attention from various
institutions and organizations. There are plenty of events related to the topic of sexual harassment, as well
as preventative-methodological material on how to identify sexual harassment and take prevention
(Vengalé-Dits, 2012). In the academic field, this issue has been studied mainly in legal terms (Versekys,
2008; Vaicitiniené, 2003), social terms (Sidlauskiené, Poceviditte, 2015), and psychological terms (above-
mentioned research carried out by M. Ceponyté and K. Zardeckaité-Matulaitiené): the meaning of sexist
attitudes for the identification of sexual harassment was investigated (2017), the analysis of young adults’
subjective perceptions of sexual harassment experiences, response to sexual harassment and consequences
of sexual harassment were performed (2018), and options of solving the issue of sexual harassment in
Lithuania and worldwide were discussed (2019).

The research conducted by the authors of this article is an attempt to analyse the discourse of sexual
harassment in a new, yet not specified, rhetorical aspect. In this case, rhetoric is understood as “the science
of the conditions and forms of effective communication, ways of persuasion applied not only to the texts of
cloquence but of all genres” (KoZeniauskiené, 2001: 15). One of the founders of the modern rhetoric
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theory, Dubois, attributes rhetorical communication to any form and content of the communication, the
primary purpose of which is effective communication (Dubois, 1986: 18-20).

Through the analysis of the research material, it was aimed to distance from subjective judgment, to
“disembowel” the discourse through the method of rhetorical analysis that allows distinguishing and
defining characteristic models of rhetoric appeals in rhetorical categories. The chosen method of rhetorical
analysis was combined with a directed content analysis (Hsieh, Shannon, 2005), which consisted of several
stages: (1) the rhetorical categories of the phenomenon under investigation were identified according to
the frequency and repeatability criteria during the exploratory analysis; (2) the analysed cases fall into the
respective category, the type of rhetorical argumentation; (3) extended content of categories, i.c. performed
rhetoric content analysis. It is worth to note that the investigated discourse is exclusively contextual and
intertextual, and its perception is inseparable from critical discourse analysis that incorporates elements of
the influence of social context and social groups on the dissemination and evaluation of discourse.

Following the methodology of provocative narrative analysis, it was examined the material published at
the time of maximum intensity and involvement into the discourse (Paris, 1989, quoted from Driessens,
2013: 562), i.c. testimonies, publications, interviews, and comments of women who have been subjected to
sexual harassment published during November 2017-February 2018, as well during November of 2019. It
was focused on the articles published in the most read news portals Delfi, 15min.It and in the articles for
the typical users irrespective of his/her social and intellectual characteristics. There were analysed
testimonies of women who have been sexually harassed, that were published on purposefully created
website Akadés paslaptis, as well as on social networking Facebook accounts. In the research were used
comments published under the most commented articles in the portal Delfi, as well as under the posts of
the individuals that spoke about sexual harassment on the social network. A total of over 400 samples from
26 sources were collected.

The approach chosen for the research is the analysis of the relationship between the victim and society.
Such a research to a large extent reveals the relationship between the accused harasser and the public, i.e.
attitudes of the public towards the accused of sexual harassment, though probably, does not cover all the
possible narratives that could be elucidated by separate research of such a relationship. The terms victim,
the accused harasser used in the article refer to the roles of discourse participants, not to the legal status of
the mentioned individuals.

MeToo discourse: elements of the logic topic

The discourse of MeToo is created by three sources, i.e. authors of testimonies (victims of sexual
harassment), individuals accused of sexual harassment, and the society that takes the main role, i.e. the
discourse evaluator. It is noteworthy that the role of society is twofold: it not only consumes but also
produces the discourse itself, and creates its sequels. In addition, the public reaction and response is also
the main indicator of (in)tolerance to the phenomenon.

MeToo discourse takes the characteristics of duality, i.e. the testimony serves the function of the
accusation; an individual accused of sexual harassment takes a position of defense; the society that receives
the testimony also splits into accusers and defenders. This narrative of accusation and justification affects
all discourse levels: as well pre-verbal, i.e. the selection of logical topos, arguments, discourse composition,
and verbal, i.e. wording of arguments, strategies of verbal expression.

Testimonies of the victims of harassment posted on the website dedicated to the publication of the
harassment facts Akadés paslaptis, as well as women’s confessions on Facebook accounts hashtagged
MeToo, are rather fragmented in terms of thought consistency, text composition, and slightly incoherent,
incomplete. Nevertheless, testimonies are connected by an almost identical topic, close to the topic of the
speeches of legal accused persons. Logical topos should be interpreted “as a kind of abstraction, a medium,
where one can find pre-made generalised schemes of argumentation, models of interpretation, and sets of
assumptions. The logical topos is like a skeleton, a carcass that the addressee during the creation of
discourse applies in a specific situation and fills with content” (Gabrénait¢, 2010: 28). The application of
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schemes and models of the logic topic in the discourse, i.c. their concrete realization called the rhetoric
topic. The rhetorical topos functions as a worded argument, a complete phrase that answers the question p
osed by the logic topic (Kozenauskieng¢, 2005: 134).

All a little more explicated stories of experienced harassment are constructed according to the logical
scheme in which the accused harasser speaks in court (Kozeniauskiené, 2005: 118): an activity (criminal) is
described, the guilt of the accused harasser is indicated, motives and circumstances of the crime are
disclosed, the characteristics of the accused person are provided, and the nature of the damage is
mentioned (see Table 1).

Such a topic scheme, a model of theme development in testimonies, is an intuitive choice of their
authors, determined by the essence of the discussed subject, as “the rhetoric of speech and text governs the
rhetoric of speech or text” (Nackinaité, 2002: 60). It confirms the versatility and applicability of certain
toposes to a variety of discourses, both professional and the ones created intuitively. Even though the topic
characteristic to the speeches of accusation dominates in testimonies, there are significant elements of
defense speeches: here its prominence gains a topos of (self)explanation, implied by the need to explain the
causes of certain act, to justify one or another decision, therefore, every part of discourse logic composition
is twofold as well: it is stated what happened and explained why it happened. This presupposes the
peculiarity of the discourse: as an independent part of the composition, usually, the topos of introduction
or the final part, the explanation, why the author kept silent after the event of harassment and/or decided
(now) to talk, is discussed: To tell to someone about it scemed unimaginable, I was afraid of being
condemned for the sexual intercourse with the teacher, that it could affect the studies I had started.
(AKADES PASLAPTIS 1, 30/01/2018); By this post I want to tell those who sufter or suftered from this
person: I support you, I will fight till running out of power as he said. (AKADES PASLAPTIS 1,
30/01/2018).
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Table 1

Scheme of logical topic

Scheme of logical topic

Realization of logical topic

Guilt of the accused | Harassment

It is a cruel truth. I studied in the department of Painting: J.G. uses psychological violence against the students of the
Department; the content of sexual humiliation dominates. The ones who make a stand are humiliated and prosecuted.
(1SMIN 02/02/2018).

Motives of the crime | Fulfilment of
sexual needs

...he took my hands, started to repeat a mantra that both of us are grown up people, and that what is going is nothing
wrong, as he feels that I like him, that the feeling is mutual. (DELFI 10/11/2017)

Circumstances | Limiting the
opportunities for the victim to resist

After the classes, he used to ask me for a drink at the Department, studios, joinery, he used to say that he knew what was
better for me. After a few bottles of beer, he used to start sexual intercourse. (AKADES PASLAPTIS, 1,30/01/2018).

Characteristics of the accused
harasser | Limiting the
opportunities for the victim to resist

At that time J.G. was considered as the most progressive among painting teachers, his students — the strongest and the

most talented, the most promising. J.G. was fierce for those who opposed him, and fiercely defended “his own”.
(AKADES PASLAPTIS 1,30/01/2018).

Damage done by the crime

I felt self-destructively, at that time it seemed that self-destruction is the only way to resist him. I lived as if two lives: one
as a talented, good grade receiving student, and the other: as his sex toy. (AKADES PASLAPTIS 1,30/01/2018).
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The rhetoric topic of MeToo discourse

Philosopher Martin Heidegger argued that language is “home of being”: it is the word that reveals the
essence of the phenomenon, and it opens up as much as the word as an instrument opens it (Heidegger,
1989: 224-225). By retelling past experiences, a person experiences them again and conveys these
experiences through specific linguistic expression (Labov, 1972, quoted from Boudana, Segev, 2017: 17~
18). A victim’s testimony of experienced sexual harassment and violence should be perceived as a
controlled process: the narrator makes decisions about to whom and what experiences to disclose, how to
construct a narrative (Fileborn, 2019, quoted from Mendes, Keller, Ringrose, 2019: 1292). With the
opportunity to recreate the course of events from the perspective, to consider their causes and
consequences, and having formulated the purpose of the narrative, having anticipated the reactions of the
audience, an element of persuasion appears, i.e. a pursuit to create an influential discourse, to form the
attitude of addressees, to influence their opinion, consciously or intuitively through the use of certain
rhetorical instruments. After all, “writing down discourse, the world is being rewritten, and the rewriting is
not a repetition, it is a metamorphosis” (Ricoeur, 2000: 53).

As already mentioned, the logical topic is the ground fo the creation of the rhetorical topic, it is not only
a specific model, scheme, framework of discourse which is filled with the rhetoric topic, in other words,
they are worded. The essential difference between logical and rhetorical topos is that the logical topic obeys
the laws of logic, which oblige to follow certain rules of logical reasoning, consistency, identity, and
validity; the function of rhetoric topic is by using a variety of linguistic and stylistic means of expression to
create persuasiveness of discourse, to persuade the addressee, therefore, often in general, logical
argumentation is supplemented or replaced by emotional appeals.

In terms of rhetoric persuasion, written testimonies of individuals that have experienced sexual
harassment are a mixed discourse: the strength of rhetoric appeals here ranges from deliberate attempts to
disclose the accused harasser, to prove his guilt and persuade by the truthfulness of events, to emotional
despair, and finally, to concise reporting of the experience. Depending on the intent of the discourse, its
scope, the abundance and nature of the used rhetoric instruments, however, considering the total of
testimonies, certain characteristic models of rhetorical reasoning emerge.

First of all, the rhetorical analysis of the content of testimony reveals the duality of the already
mentioned discourse, i.e. the interpretation of the essence of a thing through contradictions.
Contradictions are created by contrastive qualitative and quantitative toposes emphasizing the difference
between age, gender, social status, and power relationships, as for example, young girl — experienced man, a
female student — a male teacher, insignificant — influential, and others. Fundamentally, these are variations
of the classical topos an old man and a boy that illustrates and interprets contrasts (Abramowska, 1982:
10). Such contrasting and at the same time complementary, ie. opportunities of each other
complementing pairs of toposes are very high. Quite often, the same topos might be taken as a basis to
prove contrasting theses, as for example: if a young person violates the norms of society, he can be blamed
for irresponsibility, to rebuke for frivolity; however, it can also be justified: a young person lacks
experience, life wisdom. In both cases, the same topos of quantity applies: by observing many individual
cases, the norm is set, or a concrete case is presented as (not) conforming to the norm. The duality of the
topos, when the same topos might be used in different and even contradictory contexts, is determined by
its open semantics (Gabrénaité, 2010: 30-31).

Most the rhetorical toposes in the discourse of MeToo function as eristic arguments justifying the
victim and condemning the accused harasser or turned to opposite directions: condemn the victim and
justify the accused of harassment. Eristics (in Greek ’epiotiny téyvn — the art of dispute), i.c. the art to
defend one’s arguments, to gain the acceptance of others, using all the ways and means available to
accomplish this aim. The purpose of eristic argumentation is not the objective dissemination of facts, truth
is not sought through it, rather the appearance of truth that is created, opinion, evaluation are being
expressed. The relationship between rhetoric and eristic is complicated: eristic is a part of the theory of
rhetoric, it exists in refutatio or in the refutation of opposite opinion, one of the constituent parts of
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classical rhetoric composition, however, otherwise than classical rhetoric, eristic does not seek for credible
evidence, it uses all means both reliable and unreliable. In the words of German philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer, the author of the study The Art of Being Right (“Die eristische Dialektik”, 1830), which
explains the ways and means of eristic argumentation, in the case of eristic argumentation the objective
truth is pushed aside or considered accidental, the attention is focused on the defense of own position and
the denial of the opponent’s position. Schopenhauer provides a comparison with a fenster, who should not
be interested in who is right in the dispute that provoked the fight, as “here it is only important to beat and
beat back” (Schopenhauer, 1997: 48).

Thus, eristic argumentation is not a type of emotional argumentation that is directed towards
persuasion and interpretation but not towards evidence, therefore, it is understandable that in the
discourse of sensitive sexual harassment there are plenty of these arguments, they appear in both classical
and modified forms that match the specifics of the narrative. In the examined texts, rhetorical
argumentation very often intertwines with the eristic one, and sometimes it is generally suppressed by the
latter.

The stories of the victims that have experienced sexual harassment explain individual decisions of the
authors of testimonies by rhetorical arguments, often the excuses are made for failing to resist to a harasser.
One of such arguments, inevitably appearing in all testimonies, is argumentum ad verecundiam or the
appeal to an authority. Circumstances of harassment that the victim encountered are explained in terms of
power of the authority (teacher, creator): At that time I admired the environment of the Academy, and J.
G. became the authority I believed in recklessly (AKADES PASLAPTIS 1, 30/01/2018); I felt as if had
won the total of jackpot. I, so “raw”, and without experience, just after the Academy was invited by such a
great and honoured director to his team... And not for whatever but to create the decorations for the play
directed by him (DELFI 04/02/2018); ... at that time he was an authority for me. At that time it was a
great achievement for me to stay with S. B. and talk. (ISMIN 13/11/2017); To enter that world seemed as
a great achievement. ... for this I wanted to be at the same place as he was. (1ISMIN 13/11/2017).

The testimonies of victims of sexual harassment abound in fear, fright, and motives of anxiety, by fear
are explained actions, decisions, and their consequences. It is a variation of the eristic argument
argumentum in terrorem, appealing to the sense of fear, in its reverse expression. The traditional form of
this argument is to appeal to the addressee’s sense of insecurity by intimidating and even threatening. In
the examined discourse, a strong confrontation between fear and courage is created. It is most prominent
when the authors of testimonies are explaining why they kept their experiences in silence then and why
they decided to open up now.

In all cases without exceptions, silence is interpreted as a fear of being condemned and loose real or
supposed professional prospects: To tell someone about it seemed unimaginable, I was afraid of being
condemned for the sexual intercourse with the teacher, that it could affect the studies I had started.
(AKADES PASLAPTIS 1, 30/01/2018); Why anonymously? As our society, unfortunately, does not
accept such stories, judges the victims, it is enough to read comments under articles on similar topics.
(AKADES PASLAPTIS 2, 30/01/2018); In the field of art, in the field of painting, he was an influential
person, at least at that time. Therefore, later, for the published situations, brutal persecution for the works
starts, oppression on how you paint, it is told that you have no talent. There is open psychological violence.
As a result, people, students, did not speak out loud for a long time (15SMIN 02/02/2018); I even
recognize the individuals who share those stories, however, I also understand their will to keep anonymous,
as the reaction of the public is terrible. (15SMIN 02/02/2018); I kepe this story for me for a long time, I
told no one, as I blamed myself. I didn’t understand completely what had happened. And only now, when I
started to speak about it, I understood that what had happened was not normal (15MIN 13/11/2017).

Speaking, sharing of own knowledge and experiences are perceived as liberation, solidarity with other
victims, as well as warning: Please, do not remain silent, as it hurts more when you keep silent (AKADES
PASLAPTIS 1, 30/01/2018); I write only because someone has to start talking about it. ... I know, when
you are “there’, it seems that there is no option, though it is. (AKADES PASLAPTIS 2, 30/01/2018); I
waited quite a long time for a good opportunity to share this personal experience that I want to describe
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here; finally the expanding, growing #metoo gives me the opportunity to do it locally and very on time.
(DELFI 04/02/2018); There are two circumstances. Firstly, the movement #metoo that has encouraged
and made to think over many things. Secondly, rumours about other girls who have suffered from it have
reached me. I understood that I am not afraid, and I am ready to talk about it. It seems to me that it is
necessary. Not for me but in order to protect ourselves from future stories. (1SMIN 13/11/2017).

The essential moment in the narratives of harassment: the indifference of the environment, the
surrounding people’s acceptance of the existing situation and the ignorance of the fact of harassment cases.
It is a variation of an eristic argument to masses, argumentum ad populum, when the moment of the
adaptation to the opinion and position of the majority, being part of the crowd is stated. In the discourses
of persuasion, argumentum ad populum is usually used to construct positive images of universal joy, the
right choice, communality, and common and therefore appropriate opinion. In testimonies on sexual
harassment, the appeal to masses takes the form of an inclusive stereotype that eliminates the possibility of
resistance: everyone knows it/everyone does like that. The impotence caused by the apathy and lack of
external help of those around them, course colleagues, colleagues, teachers, and administration. The
recurrence of harassment as a common, non-reprehensible phenomenon reappears in the testimonies: On
the other hand, to resist against his will seemed pointless simply because so many people in secret already
knew his romances with female students. ... Many people and many institutions ... tolerated and
unconditionally supported the behaviour and works of this person. (AKADES PASLAPTIS 1,
30/01/2018); It is the hardest when the Department sees and understands it and chooses to be blind and
silent. (1SMIN 30/01/2018); It is absolutely an inadequate behaviour, ... sometimes you hear what he say
and cannot believe that it has been said as the surrounding people do not react. ... you are standing and
cannot understand whether you have heard that right or wrong, and then you are looking to the
surrounding people, and they keep silent. (1SMIN 02/02/2018); Why have I been waiting and (publicly)
kept silent for almost ten years, since 20092 Because what I wanted to tell everyone was and probably still is
taken for granted and tolerated both in the general public and in my narrow professional contexts.
Especially in the case of the latter, it is so “normal and natural” that the topic is “just as it is no longer
necessary as everyone already knows and understands what is happening, nothing new can be said here”.
Give a laugh, if you can and want, or keep silent and respect the high authority. (DELFI 04/02/2018).

The pivot of the discourse of sexual harassment is the personal experiences of harassment. In terms of
eristic argumentation, they are considered as argumentum misericordiam — appealing to sympathy. This
argument again adapts to the specifics of the narrative and performs the function of (self)explanation.
Emotional appeals are not fully developed, more fragmented than detailing, however, through them,
marginal feelings are expressed, therefore, the testimonies are shocking and persuasive: I felt self-
destructively, at that time, it seemed that self-destruction is the only way to resist him. I lived as if two lives:
one as a talented, good grade receiving student, and the other: as his sex toy. ... After the completion of the
Bachelor’s degree, I underwent severe traumas — inferiority complex, frustration, insomnia, panic attacks...
(AKADES PASLAPTIS 1, 30/01/2018); I went into panic, alcohol, stopped sleeping; I felt not
important, I could not handle painting assignments alone ... ... In such a state, I ruined a lot of my works,
everything seemed hopeless. Finally, I had to take doctors’ consultations, take medicine, take academic
leave, which was unexpected to many as I was a good student. However, at that time, the day used to start
with the thoughts of jumping oft the roof and the particular one. (AKADES PASLAPTIS 2,
30/01/2018).

The quoted statements support the data of various studies, that “individuals experiencing sexual
harassment, quite often experience anxiety, depression, headaches, as well are characterized with lower self-
esteem, or sexual harassment experienced by students is related not only with long-term anxiety, anger,
depression but also with alcohol consumption (Ceponyté, Zardeckaité-Matulaitiené, 2018: 30).

The rhetoric of defense: the response of the accused of sexual harassment
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The public reaction of the accused of sexual harassment and their response is an essential factor in the
development of provocative discourse. In the analysed discourse such a response — public statements,
answers to questions of the interviews — does not create a coherent narrative. However, in this rather poor
material, the prevailing rhetorical toposes that essentially define the content of the “response” that reached
the public sphere might be distinguished.

The first reaction in all cases of Lithuanian MeToo was denial, expressed during the interviews given to
journalists or making public announcements. The rhetoric of denial highlighted the absurdity of the
situation, the reaction of strict rejection and indignation at given accusations: Considering the social
harassment campaigns on social networks that are directed against me personally, only characterize the
organizers of the campaign themselves and no one else. Neither our theatre nor I have anything to do with
this content. (DELFI 06/02/2018); First of all, all the ramblings on these imaginary situations should end
.... It is a total bluff that there were things of some kind that prevented them from creative expression. I
deny entirely sexual relations, it is total nonsense. (15SMIN 31/01/2018); I radically deny reproaches
(DELFI 31/01/2018); To respond to the accusations made against me on social network Facebook, I
would like to inform you that I do not agree with the accusations made against me. (DELFI 24/11/2017).
As the assertion of personal position and proof of innocence, the opportunity to appeal to the institutions
of law enforcement was declared: Vaitkus also stated that he reserves the right to sue for the offense against
his honour. (DELFI 06/02/2018).

Subsequently, the rhetoric of denial was complemented by the understatement of the significance of
the event and the accusations: It seems to me these things need to be told a little differently, I do not
understand why people are frightened, afraid, silent, thinking that there is such a high crime that it is
necessary to escape the situation, to hide. (DELFI 04/02/2018); After all, even if it was like I was
indiscreetly talking to someone somewhere, how can I remember this now in my head? Nine years have
passed. (DELFI 31/01/2018). The understatement of the significance balances at the line of argumentum
ad personam, arguments against a person, in separate cases, answering the questions of an interview, the
cynicism addressed to the authors of the testimonies erupts: ... those girls were quite sophisticated as
personalities. Many people can testity. (1SMIN 31/01/2018); A harsh feministic position, lets call it like
that. And what she writes goes far beyond reality. (1SMIN 31/01/2018). The significance of the
accusations is understated more by choosing the strategy of dissociation, without making public
comments, without answering to questions of journalists, totally ignoring any attention from the public
space: The director insisted on respecting his and others’ privacy and therefore did not intend “to defend
himself or argue on social networks or media”. (DELFI 24/11/2017). There is the rhetoric of conspiracy in
the statements of the accused of sexual harassment — emphasizing third-party attempts to dispose of and
making suspicions of conspiracy theories. The accused harassers in the public sphere have widely
commented on attempts to dispose with them for their professional activities, one has envisaged a
campaign of defamation of a hostile party, another accused of revenge his immediate supervisor: — I believe
that the public must be informed about the recent targeted and currently intensified defamation campaign
against the activities of the Russian Drama Theatre, and against me as the director of the theatre. This
campaign is systematically carried out by the propaganda portals controlled by unfriendly forces in
Lithuania through their means of public information. ... It is characteristic that this defamation campaign
is mainly directed against my person. (DELFI 06/02/2018); ...I suppose, the head staged this avalanche of
complaints by taking my drafts of the complaint from the table some time ago and in a strange, humiliating
way, tries to dispose of me. (15SMIN 31/01/2018).

Argumentum ad personam: the rhetoric of victim accusation

The provocative MeToo narrative is characterised by the strong dimension of subjectivity, covering
many biased and even manipulative aspects. Subjectivity here is to be interpreted as the substitution of a
coherent succession of events by the causal link that implies an emotional evaluation of discourse. The
two-sided perception of provocation as an invitation to react or as a reaction results in the bias and
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subjective judgment of the chain of causality of events. (Boudana, Segev 2017b: 10-13). Subjectivity is
characteristic to the argumentation of all actors of the discourse, ie. depending on the context and
position (victim or accuser, different social status, age, etc.), self-supporting arguments and techniques of
persuasion creation are sought.

The testimonies of possible sexual harassment cases that have appeared on the social network Facebook
and purposefully created website Akadés paslaptis have divided public reactions into defending and
accusing. From the perspective of the authors of testimonies and evaluations of their narratives, negative
rhetoric broadcasted in the public sphere is easily schematized, and its expression is also typical: appeals of
argumentum ad personam dominates, the rhetorical topic of the third power is a bit rarer (It seems to me
that she has probably been offered some money (DELFI 08/02/2018); That contrapositioning of men and
women Is conscious and has a purpose, L.c. the control of people’ personal lives. You can see it with a naked
eye. (1SMIN, 02/02/2018); I believe that the same control is being pursued by these actions. Hitler also
sought perfection. Besides, what she does, now equates to violence. And just a question — how many
enemies we have, you will be next #Youtoo. (1SMIN 02/02/2018).

It is interesting to note that the negative supporting rhetoric of colleagues, friends of the individuals
accused of sexual harassment in the articles published on news portals, in general, does not differ from the
rhetoric expressed in anonymous comments. Similarly, there is no greater difference between known
public figures, influencers, politicians, representatives of the entertainment world, professionals,
representatives of the media, and ordinary social networks’ users, comparing their comments both in terms
of their chosen rhetoric arguments and the wording of those arguments: full of demeaning, subject to
vulgarity lexis, irony against the authors of testimonies, and straightforward humiliation.

Known public figures who made public announcements take the position of accusers and start the
personal attacking of the authors of testimonies. Their comments are dominated by the straightforward
argumentum ad personam, reinforced by diminutives that imply the ironic judgment, and lexis of vulgar
shades or even nonstandard: ... I know little Simona — she is the kind of person that is a crazy artist, always
late, forgets everything, loses things, does not remember, creates stories, and then says — “you told me so”.
...... she is a kind of artist that is lost between reality and fantasy. (DELFI 08/02/2018); She is the person
who seeing the man approaches, you know, when the woman makes a signal — she is the one who flirts,
who sits down demonstrating her pretty thigh, she starts with a simple joke, something fun, not by
introducing the peculiarities of her work. Imagine the presentation of my scenographic ideas or my play in
the same Klaipéda Musical Theatre — she comes, starts to talk not about the play but starts to smile,
something like purr, bow-wow. She is like this. (1SMIN 08/02/2018); He forced her? By power or
violence? No. Intimidated or bulldozed? No. Has the girl clearly resisted? No. Was she a minor? No. Was
she afraid? Now she says that yes, she was. Was she afraid of disposal? No. (15SMIN 02/02/2018). The
appeals against the individual become generalizations that are developed to the stereotypical narrative of
“all females are like that™: ... most of the actors, both during the repetitions and any other time — all the
time there is kind of little flirt, joke... ... The mental status of these girls should be thoroughly analysed. ..
Why not men accuse women of harassments, how many there are female actors that get on the same
Korsunovas, and on Vaitkus. Men with their teeth clenched sit and keep silent, not saying anything, and
women are screaming. (DELFI 08/02/2018).

The argumentum ad personam targeted to the condemnation of the victim functions as a three-way
appeal: (1) a victim secks self-promotion and popularity (Always somchow getting harassed and harassed,
could not think of another type of promotion (FB 10/11/2017); Didn 't get the role, chose this way to carn
fame... Might remember when in kindergarten a kind of little John wanted to kiss her (FB 10/11/2017);
Have you imagined yourself already as a Hollywood actress? It’s way too far for you, unfortunately... (FB
13/11/2017); (2) the victim is cheating as makes the accusations too late ( Woke up after 5 years? I do not
believe in any word. Every woman can accuse of this any man, there is no evidence, especially after so many
years. It is the same as to address the police and tell them that five years ago my neighbour Peter has stolen
my barrow :):):) Find other ways to win fame, e.g. go to the X-Factor (FB 10/11/2017); It is deplorable
and sad when girls drink so much to remember that after 5 years. (FB 10/11/2017); You didn’t want fame
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5 years ago, kept silent, now you woke up, something is wrong here, you should be sued for defamation (FB
10/11/2017); (3) the victim herself provoked the accused harasser (Also think about whether you want to
defend or judge as nothing has been proven yet, and often, the fact that girls themselves make their careers
through beds is not a news. (FB 10/11/2017); It’s a pity that all kinds of tramps attempt to harden the life
of a man, little girl of easy virtue, you better keep silent (FB 13/11/2017); But first, you shouldn’t drink
with an old man. (FB 13/11/2017). Often, in the same comment, such appeals support one another,
“ground” the speaker’s position. A typical example of this rhetorical expression: I am a woman and I
should support women; however, I am not the one of those who support the person only because she is a
woman too. I don’t know who should be blamed in this situation, but to speak after 5 years without any
evidence is illogical, secondly, what kind of girl who is not 16-year-old and being sane would stay with an
older man and is so naive and does not know what will happen? It’s hard to believe, I don’t want to
condemn the woman who got into this situation, but it is very to easy to accuse a person, it might be that
she didn’t get the role and this is her revenge. Actually, nowadays girls themselves would do anything to be
promoted. (FB 13/22/2017).

The quoted examples reveal the way the contraposition of courage and fear actualized in the whole
discourse of sexual harassment acquires a paradoxical expression — circulus vitiosus, in other words, starts
running in the vicious circle of irrational argumentation. The authors of the testimonies explain/argue
that the reasons of hidings the stories of harassment for a long time have been fear to be condemned by the
society, loss a fragile social status, and the supporters of the harassed women — form the highest ranks
officials of country, well known individuals in the public to anonymous commenters — unanimously
praised them for their courage (But the fact that people dare to speak is something I welcome, as you really
do not need to conciliate. I wish for everyone to dare to speak and do not let things like these happen in
our society. (Dalia Grybauskaité, DELFI 05/02/2018); We must congratulate the brave people who finally
decide to speak about such cases ... (Saulius Skvernelis, DELFI 05/02/2018); I am happy that women are
no longer afraid to speak. I strongly invite others to open up, not to be afraid, you have great support.
(Neringa Rekasiaté, DELFI 2, 10/11/2017); It is very sad to hear, a terrible shame that such things
happen, you are extremely brave. (FB 10/11/2017); Thank you for daring to share! I imagine how much
courage it took to speak out loud. (FB 10/11/2017); Strength, girls! Thank you for daring to speak out
(FB 13/11/2017). However, one of the main argument of negative evaluation of the authors of
testimonies is the accusation of delay, delayed reaction, and reproaches under cover of irrational fears: I
would suggest you think over and you might remember who else was harassing you. ...Don’t get angry,
woman, now is not the time of Stalin when you had to be afraid... and to be silent for so many years... it’s
not adequate... (FB 10/11/2017); And what is the reason here for the cult of fear? If you have really been
raped, go and do obduction, make a statement and put in prison the citizen unworthy man’s name. Simple
(FB 17/11/2019).

It is clear that the narrative of accusation of the victims of sexual harassment in the public sphere
dominate. The rhetoric of the comments is complemented by data from the surveys of the public opinion
on sexual harassment in the country: “Eight out of ten respondents (81 %) said that it should be done by
the person who is being harassed, to the question who has to make the limits in case of sexual harassment,.
Three-fifths (63 %) of respondents said victims themselves contribute to sexual harassment by
inappropriate outfit or provocative behaviour, half of the respondents stated that victims actually enjoy the
attention they get (47 %), or tend exaggerate (49 %). A significant part of the respondents (40 %) also said
that people who had spoken of sexual harassment had misunderstood flirting. (Mano teisés, 05/12/2018).

The rhetorical biases of the MeToo narrative

After two years of the first testimonies of sexual harassment experiences and the stormy public reaction
to it it is possible to estimate the (in)effectiveness of the discussed rhetorical appeals from the perspective.
However, it is even more interesting to observe new sequels of provocative narrative and biases of
rhetorical expression.



InrorMATION & MEDIA, 2021, voL. 92, ISSN: 2783-6207

As mentioned above, one of the response strategies of the accused of sexual harassment were to distance
from any communication. Julija Steponaityte, the first actress in Lithuania who marked her testimony
with the tag #MeToo, after being asked why in her opinion she had not received any reaction from the
director accused of sexual harassment, replied: Well, it’s an interesting silence which anywhere in the world
would be accepted as an obvious escape from the problem and basically acknowledging that you have
nothing to say. And in Lithuania, it was accepted as a silence of the honourable man. By keeping in silence,
he completely eluded the answer and many people accepted it as an honourable silence. It is absurd, but it
works in our society. .Mano teisés, 05/10/2018). This opinion is supported by plenty of comments in the
public sphere, a characteristic example: Lack of attention and intellect initiates such behaviour of girls.
Respect ... for behaving firmly and not distracting. (DELFI 13/11/2019).

Zmonés, the most popular magazine in the country, which promotes the image of a socially responsible
publication, in November 2019 announced an interview with the director who was silent for two years and
printed his picture on the cover, takes over and develops this narrative. The previously vital argumentum
ad verecundiam — the appeal to the authority of a famous man, a talented artist, a professional in his field —
is supplemented by new colours: the journalist, who took the interview, created a portrait of a nearly
mystified, misunderstood hero and a lonely person: Finally I saw the way the little fir trees, that Saranas
Bartas told me about nearly two decades ago, have grown up. They surrounded, hid and fenced oft from
strangers his homestead near the lake. In the house surrounded by evening dusk, it seemed that he himself,
his thoughts and his movies were hiding. ... I felt like I had been in one more Bartas movie made of real-life
fragments. . ZMONES 46 (837). The journalist was developing the rhetoric of “honourable man” when
she presented an interview on her social network account: I know very well that there will be some who
will say: what have you done?! He is almost a criminal. I'm not used to judge people in their absence. It is
not me who proves the truth but men in black robes and the one who is above us. I determined to listen.
Sariinas immediately said: I won'’t talk about girls, it is dishonourable for a man to talk about women with
whom he had a close relationship. (FB 13/11/2019).

Analogical narrative is used bythe director who speaked after two years about accusations thrown
against him. History is commented laconically, the rhetoric of dissociation and superiority is dominant: [
did not realiz what was happening at once. Later I got a lot of calls. I watched my name being discussed
online, in the press, on television. It was really sad and absolutely clear: talking at that time meant being
unheard. Nobody cared what was really going on, everyone needed noise and scandal. No one would had
heard what I was trying to say. In those days truth and lie fell in one pile and when that happens, the
boundaries are erased, and the truth cannot be proved. ... My life is not a reality show. I have no power to
influence other people’s determination and decision to speak lies. And there is no other starting point,
only my conscience. (DELFI 13/11/2019).

It is important to notice that the content of the interview and especially the decision of the magazine’s
publishers to choose the man who was accused of sexual harassment as the face of magazine’s cover
received a lot of negative attention in the public sphere. Stimulated by these or other reasons management
of magazine publicly expressed regret over their decision: As a publisher of magazine Zmonés, I want to
react to a discussion about the decision of our team to put Sartinas Bartas picture on the cover and make
the interview with him. In my opinion, we made a mistake and we have to learn from it. I apologize to
everyone who was offended by this decision. I see that people in our society find it difficult to understand
this problem and that this topic requires even more discussion. (Tomas Balzekas, FB 17/11/2019).
Regardless of its ethical and/or marketing motives, such a move by magazine publishers is likely to inspire a
certain public rhetorical biases, especially having in mind the statement, by communication science
theorist Denis McQuail’s, that mass media is, for many people, a major channel for cultural expression and

representation and main material of social reality that forms and creates social identity (McQuail, 2010:
12).

The dissemination of the vulgar expression
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When speaking of the discourse of sexual harassment, specifics of linguistic expression cannot be left
unmentioned. The linguistic expression of the discourse (which can hardly be judged by such categories as
the correctness of the language or its compliance with the norms) in a way also illustrates the level of
emotional culture of its participants.

Language of both, articles and (non) anonymous commentary on the topic of sexual harassment very
strongly represents the process of legitimizing vulgar culture in the public sphere. Kristina Stankeviciate,
who analysed the manifestations of vulgar journalism, observes that “recent political and social events ...
encourage us to start considering vulgarity as a formation of the category of particular thinking” and
certain examples of disregard for generally accepted standards of conduct “allow to presume that vulgarity
has become a new standard” (Stankeviciate, 2018: 177). The discourse of MeToo is the perfect illustration
of the researcher’s statements.

Rude sarcasm and even plainspoken insults are found not only in anonymous commentary but also in
the speeches of the ones who have their names and surnames visible to the public. In fact, the amount of
sarcasm and insults in those commentaries leaves us no other option but to agree to the fact that vulgarity
is accepted as a standard of verbal expression in this discourse. Vulgarity in the discourse of MeToo “is
equal to straightforwardness, simplified presentation of reality and perception as well as banal
documentation of it” (Stankevicitité, 2018: 169). Such strongly emotionally connotated expression
undoubtedly even further intensifies the negative stance and supports ad personam argumentation: Where
are these prudes coming from??? What'’s the phrase “accused of sexual harassment” itself worth? Is it
proven? Some chick spreads her legs for a successtul and well-known man and then after a few years decides
to become famous out of it? And here comes the choir of the prudes “the famous women of Lithuania”. It
would be sad if it wasn 't so ridiculously funny (FB 17/11/2019); What kind of moron does one have to be
(regardless of the gender) to pretend to be a victim of sexual harassment even though they've made that
decision themselves to boost their career? As for the magazine — it’s for fools. It’s about nothing. My
wedding was photographed too, for some unknown reason. They could put two goats banging on the
cover, I wouldn’t care (FB 17/11/2019); The last report from the prude front. ... Bitches may bark but the
caravan moves on (proverb). Everybody have a nice weekend (FB 17/11/2019).

Conclusions

The discourse of MeToo in the public sphere resembles a battlefield court in which the public
enthusiastically takes on the roles of accusers and defenders. The provided analysis reveals the following
generalizations:

1. The effectiveness of logical and rhetorical toposes in the discourse of sexual harassment is
associated with their versatility and universality: topos functions as a particular component of the
discourse, as a structural-notional model. Toposes serve as stimulus capable of effecting perception
of information and its emotional value. Topic reflects general principles of our society thinking, it is
also a particular indicator of intellectual and spiritual maturity of the society, a determinant of
cultural community.

2. Eristic argumentation is dominant in observed discourse (argumentum ad verecundiam,
argumentum in terrorem, argumentum ad populum, argumentum ad personam, etc.). Eristic
arguments, coarse means of expression balancing on the verge of vulgarity, and often beyond it,
eliminate the possibility of rational discussion. It is not the lack of tangible facts and evidence that
makes the logical argumentation to be left behind but more the axiomatic position based on
prejudices that rejects or ignores objective reality. The results of rhetorical discourse analysis allow
us to speak about a culture of accusation with entrenched normalization of victim condemnation,
from expressions of sophisticated sympathy to straightforward accusations.

3. The nature of discourse also determines the specifics of linguistic expression — selection of tools
which impact and reinforce drama, personalized approach, psichological tension. The analysis of
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comments language allows to speak about validation of vulgarity as a norm of verbal expression and
reveals the level of emotional culture of discourse participants

4. The analysis of rhetorical appeals not only confirms the research on societal attitudes related with
sexual harassment but also reveals the principles of the creation of provocative discourse content, as
well as lets us notice justifications for violent behaviour, resilient stereotypical attitudes when
judging sexual harassment cases, and from a perspective we can also notice the bias of those
attitudes. Provocative transformations of rhetoric illustrate the flexibility and manipulative nature
of rhetorical means of expression. On the other hand, the increasing reactions to the phenomenon
of intolerance allow us to talk about the processes of self-education of society and to draw the
directions of the trajectories of consciousness.



EcLé GABRENAITE, ET AL. THE RHETORIC OF LITHUANIAN MET00 DISCOURSE

References

ABRAMOWSKA, Janina (1982). Topos i nicktére miejsca wspélne badan literackich. Pamigtnik
Literacki, Nr. 1-2, p. 3-23.

BALCYTIENE, Auksé (2000). Ziniasklaidos tekstai. Darbai ir dienos, Nr. 24, p. 109-120.

BENJAMIN, Walter (2005). Meno kiirinys techninio jo reprodukuojamumo epochoje. Nusvitimai: esé
rinktiné. Vilnius: Vaga, p. 214-243. ISBN: 5-415-01811-5.

BOUDANA, Sandrine; SEGEV, Elad (2017). Theorizing Provocation Narratives as Communication
Strategies. Communication Theory, Vol. 27(2), p. 329-346. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved
from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
318150841_Theorizing Provocation_Narratives_as_Communication_Strategies_Provocation_Nar
ratives

CEPONYTE, Monika; ZARDECKAITE-MATULAITIENE, Kristina (2017). Seksistiniy nuostaty
reik§mé seksualinio prieckabiavimo atpazinimui. Informacijos mokslai, Nr. 80, p. 61-80. [accessed 20
December 2019]. Retrieved from http://www.zurnalai.vult/informacijos-mokslai/article/view/
11708/10289

CEPONYTE, Monika; ZARDECKAITE-MATULAITIENE, Kristina (2018).  Seksualinio
prickabiavimo problemos sprendimo galimybés Lietuvoje ir pasaulyje. Visuomenés sveikata, Nr.
1(80), p. 29-37. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from http://www.hi.lt/uploads/pdf/
visuomenes%20sveikata/2018.1(80)/
VS%202018%201(80)%20LIT%20A%20Seksualinis%20prickabiavimas.pdf

CEPONYTE, Monika; ZARDECKAITE-MATULAITIENE, Kristina (2019). Jauny suaugusiyjy
subjektyviai suvokto seksualinio priekabiavimo patyrimo, atsako j seksualinj priekabiavima ir
seksualinio priekabiavimo pasekmiy analizé. Visuomenés sveikata, Nr. 2(85), p. 35-45. [accessed 20
December  2019].  Retrieved  from  http://www.hilt/uploads/pdf/visuomenes%20sveikata/
2019.2(85)/VS%202019%202(85)%200RIG%20Prickabiavimo%20patyrimas.pdf

DRIESSENS, Olivier (2013). “Do (not) go to vote!” Media provocation explained. European Journal of
Communication, Vol. 28(5), p. 556-569. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from hteps://
core.ac.uk/download/pdf/19578454.pdf.

GABRENAITE, Eglé (2010). Reklamos topika: persvazijos instrumentai. Daktaro disertacija. Vilnius: VU
leidykla. 231 p.

HEIDEGGER, Martin (1989). Laiskas apie humanizma. Gério kontiirai: is XX a. uZsienio etikos. Vilnius:
Mintis. 410 p. ISBN 5-417-00157-0.

HSIEH, Hsiu-Fang; SHANNON, Sarah E. (2005). Three approaches to qualitative content analysis.
Qualitative Health Reaserch, Vol. 15(9), p. 1277-1288. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved
from http://iiseagrant.org/pdt/glssn/Supplemental_Reading on_Coding 2.pdf.

KOZENIAUSKIENE, Regina (2001). Retorika: iskalbos stilistika. Vilnius: Mokslo ir enciklopedijy
leidybos institutas. 461 p. ISBN 5-420-01484-X .

KOZENIAUSKIENE, Regina (2005). Juridiné retorika. Vilnius: Teisinés informacijos centras. 472 p.
ISBN: 9955-557-77-X.

MARCINKEVICIENE, Rata (2008). Zanro ribos ir paribiai. Spaudos patirtys. Vilnius: Versus aureus.
303 p. ISBN 978-9955-34-117-8.

MCQUAIL, Denis (2005). McQuail’s mass communication theory. Sage Publications. 616 p. ISBN
9780857027894

MENDES, Kaitlynn; KELLER, Jessalynn; RINGROSE, Jessica (2019). Digitized narratives of sexual
violence: Making sexual violence felt and known through digital disclosures. New media & society


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318150841_Theorizing_Provocation_Narratives_as_Communication_Strategies_Provocation_Narratives
http://www.zurnalai.vu.lt/informacijos-mokslai/article/view/11708/10289
http://www.hi.lt/uploads/pdf/visuomenes%20sveikata/2018.1(80)/VS%202018%201(80)%20LIT%20A%20Seksualinis%20priekabiavimas.pdf
http://www.hi.lt/uploads/pdf/visuomenes%20sveikata/2019.2(85)/VS%202019%202(85)%20ORIG%20Priekabiavimo%20patyrimas.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/19578454.pdf
http://iiseagrant.org/pdf/glssn/Supplemental_Reading_on_Coding_2.pdf

InrorMATION & MEDIA, 2021, voL. 92, ISSN: 2783-6207

[interaktyvus], Vol. 21(6), p. 1290-1310. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from hteps://
journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461444818820069.

NAUCKUNAITE, Zita (2002). Klasikiné retorika kaip komunikacinés kompetencijos ugdymo
paradigma. Zmogus irzodis, T. 1, Nr. 4, p. 59-65.

PEREZ-SOLER, Susana (2017). Periodismo y redes sociales. Claves para la gestién de contenidos digitales.
Barcelona: Editorial UOC. 146 p. ISBN: 9788491169864.

Pirmasis tyrimas apie seksualinj prickabiavima Lietuvoje: visuomené smerkia priekabiavima, bet kalte
permeta aukoms. Manoteisés.lt, 2018 12 05. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from https://
manoteises.lt/straipsnis/pirmasis-tyrimas-apie-seksualini-priekabiavima-lietuvoje-visuomene-
smerkia-prickabiavima-bet-kalte-permeta-aukoms/

RICOEUR, Paul (2000). Interpretacijos teorija: diskursas ir reiksmés perteklius. Vilnius: Atviros Lietuvos
fondas. 116 p. ISBN 9986-813-59-X.

SCHOPENHAUER, Arthur (1997). Erystyka czyli sztuka prowadzenia sporéw. Warszawa: Alma Press.
128 p. ISBN 9788370204891.

SKURDENIENE, Irena (2005). Retoriné norma XIX a. pradiios Iietuviq poezijoje. Lituanistica, T. 61,
Nr. 1, p. 56-64.

STANKEVICIUTE, Kristina (2018). Vulgarioji publicistika Lietuvoje: kultirologiné Zanro apZvalga.
Logos, Nr. 94, p. 167-178. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from http://www litlogos.eu/
L94/Logos_94_167_178_Stankeviciute.pdf.

SIDLAUSKIENE, Virginija; POCEVICIUTE, Rasa (2015). Ly¢iy segregacija uzimtumo ir $vietimo
srityse: lyginamoji analizé. Lyciy studijos ir tyrimai, Nr. 13, p. 55-73. [accessed 20 December 2019].
Retrieved from hteps://etalpyklalituanistikadb.lt/object/LT-
LDB-0001:J.04~2015~1563520470278/].04~2015~1563520470278.pdf.

VAICIUNIENE, Laima (2003). Seksualinis priekabiavimas: nekaltas flirtas ar Zmogaus teisiy paZeidimas.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, Jungtiniy Tauty vystymo programa. [accessed 20 December 2019].
Retrieved from http:// www3.Irs.lt/owa-bin/owarepl/inter/owa/U0118274.pdf

VENGALE-DITS, Laima (2012). Metodinés rekomendacijos dél seksualinio priekabiavimo ir
priekabiavimo dél Iyties bei nurodymo diskriminuoti prevencijos. Vilnius: Lygiy galimybiy
kontrolieriaus tarnyba. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from http://lygybe.virtualu.lt/ data/
public/uploads/2015/11/metodines-rekomendacijos-delseksualinio- prickabiavimo-ir-
prickabiavimo-del-lyties-beinurodymo- diskriminuoti-prevencijos.pdf

VERSEKYS, Paulius (2008). BaudZiamosios atsakomybés uz seksualinj priekabiavima Lietuvoje
problemos. Teisé, Nr. 68, p. 186-198. [accessed 20 December 2019]. Retrieved from htep://

www.journals.vu.lt/teise/article/view/329/276.

AIOBYA, XKax; 9AEAMH, ®pancuc; KAMHKEHBEPT, JKan-Mapu (1986). Obmas pHUTOpHKA.
Mocxksa: ITporpecc. 391 p.Sources

Aktoré apkaltino reZisieriy S. Barta seksualiniu priekabiavimu. Delfi, 10 11 2017. Retrieved from https://
www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/aktore-apkaltino-rezisieriu-s-barta-seksualiniu-priekabiavimu.d?
id=76320765.

Be pavadinimo. Akadés paslaptis: blogas pries seksualinj priekabiavimg $vietimo institucijose, 30 01 2018.
Retrieved from https://akadespaslaptis.wordpress.com/2018/01/30/be-pavadinimo/.

Devyni metai tyléjimo: VDA tapybos katedra. Akadés paslaptis: blogas pries seksualinj priekabiavimg
Svietimo institucijose, 30 01 2018. Retrieved from https://akadespaslaptis.wordpress.com/
2018/01/30/devyni-metai-tylejimo-vda-tapybos-katedra/.

Egle Grebliauskaité liudija: ,Jonas Gasitinas psichologiskai smurtauja prie§ katedros studentus®. 15min.I,
02 02 2018. Retrieved from https://www.15min.It/vardai/naujiena/lictuva/egle-grebliauskaite-
liudija-jonas-gasiunas-psichologiskai-smurtauja-pries-katedros-studentus-1050-9198802copied.

16


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461444818820069
https://manoteises.lt/straipsnis/pirmasis-tyrimas-apie-seksualini-priekabiavima-lietuvoje-visuomene-smerkia-priekabiavima-bet-kalte-permeta-aukoms
http://www.litlogos.eu/L94/Logos_94_167_178_Stankeviciute.pdf
https://etalpykla.lituanistikadb.lt/object/LT-LDB-0001:J.04~2015~1563520470278/J.04~2015~1563520470278.pdf
http://lygybe.virtualu.lt
http://www.journals.vu.lt/teise/article/view/329/276
https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/aktore-apkaltino-rezisieriu-s-barta-seksualiniu-priekabiavimu.d?id=76320765
https://akadespaslaptis.wordpress.com/2018/01/30/be-pavadinimo
https://akadespaslaptis.wordpress.com/2018/01/30/devyni-metai-tylejimo-vda-tapybos-katedra
https://www.15min.lt/vardai/naujiena/lietuva/egle-grebliauskaite-liudija-jonas-gasiunas-psichologiskai-smurtauja-pries-katedros-studentus-1050-919880?copied

EcLé GABRENAITE, ET AL. THE RHETORIC OF LITHUANIAN MET00 DISCOURSE

GIMBUTAITE, Monika, JURCENKAITE, Indre. Seksualiniu priekabiavimu kaltinamas dailininkas
J.Gasiunas: ,Su manimi bando susidoroti“. I5min./t; 31 01 2018. Retrieved from https://
www.15min.It/kultura/naujiena/naujienos/seksualiniu-priekabiavimu-kaltinamas-dailininkas-j-
gasiunas-puola-vda-tapybos-katedros-vedeja-su-manimi-bando-susidoroti-1104-9190502copied.

GIMBUTAITE, Monika. J.Steponaityté apie kaltinimus S. Bartui: ,Supratau, kad nebebijau ir esu
pasiruosusi kalbeti®. 15min.lt, 13 11 2018. Retrieved from https://www.15min.lt/kultura/naujiena/
kinas/j-steponaityte-apie-kaltinimus-s-bartui-supratau-kad-nebebijau-ir-esu-pasiruosusi-
kalbeti-4-880422?
tbclid=IwAR3XCyYfjWvT33L08sd A2twa3cvCRxiMD 1bpSRh5zf5Eusm_nZ AN8XYcmjE&copie
d.

]ACKEVICIUS, Mindaugas. Rezisieré gina Vaitky: pacios aktorés ant Jono lipa kaip katés. Delfi, 08 02
2018. Retrieved from https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/rezisiere-gina-vaitku-pacios-aktores-
ant-jono-lipa-kaip-kates.d?id=77119759.

JACKEVICIUS, Mindaugas; PUKENE, Riita. Prabilo VDA déstytojas: nusisalina nuo pareigy ir pateikia
savo versija. Delfi, 31 01 2018. Retrieved from https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/prabilo-
vda-destytojas-nusisalina-nuo-pareigu-ir-pateikia-savo-versija.d?id=77046209.

]ACKEVICIUS, Mindaugas; VAITELE, Tomas. Naujas #MeToo skandalas: scenografé kaltina Jona
Vaitky. Delfi, 04 02 2018. Retrieved from https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/naujas-metoo-
skandalas-scenografe-kaltina-jona-vaitku.d?id=77079295.

Julija Steponaityte, Facebook, 10 11 2017. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/julija.steponaityte/
posts/10210154522600049.

Julija Steponaityteé, Facebook, 13 11 2017. Retrieved from https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid: 10210172532610288&id=1248139867.

Jurga Lago — apie Jono Gasitno seksualinj skandala: ,,Laikau tai vie$u susidorojimu®. 15min.It, 02 02 2018.
Retrieved  from  https://www.15min.lt/vardai/naujiena/lietuva/jurga-lago-apie-jono-gasiuno-
seksualini-skandala-laikau-tai-viesu-susidorojimu-1050-920122 ?2all#print&copied.

JUSKAITE, Jaraté. Julija Steponaityté: tyly #MeToo metu Lietuvos visuomené priémé kaip garbingg
pozicija. Manoteisés.l; 05 10 2018. Retrieved from https://manoteises.lt/straipsnis/julija-
steponaityte-tyla-metoo-metu-lietuvos-visuomene-prieme-kaip-garbinga-pozicija/?
tbclid=IwAR3MeCRiS7mv3Wznncat TpzW5i-CnEZLy4lnelQ79aT4vV3Lm30oW3ug96uA.

RADZEVICIENE, Laisvé. Facebook, 13 11 2019. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/laisvidar/
posts/102127651214011762hc_location=ufi.

RADZEVICIENE, Laisvé. Kito atskaitos tasko néra, tik mano saziné. Zmonés, 2019, 46 (837), p. 22.

Pagaliau prabilo seksualiniu priekabiavimu kaltinamas reZisierius Bartas: nesutinku su kaltinimais. Delfs,
14 11 2017. Retrieved from https://www.delfilt/veidai/zmones/pagaliau-prabilo-seksualiniu-
prickabiavimu-kaltinamas-rezisierius-bartas-nesutinku-su-kaltinimais.d?id=76344241.

Pirmasis tyrimas apie seksualinj prickabiavima Lietuvoje: visuomené smerkia prickabiavima, bet kalte
permeta aukoms. Manoteisés.lt; 05 12 2018. Retrieved from https://manoteises.lt/straipsnis/
pirmasis-tyrimas-apie-seksualini-priekabiavima-lietuvoje-visuomene-smerkia-priekabiavima-bet-
kalte-permeta-aukoms/.

PUKENE, Riita. Gasiiino versija dél kilusiy skandaly: papasakojo apie uzkulisius ir pinigus. Delfi, 03 02
2018. Retrieved from  https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/education/gasiuno-versija-del-kilusiu-
skandalu-papasakojo-apie-uzkulisius-ir-pinigus.d?id=77074883.

PUKENTE, Riita. Jonas Vaitkus paskelbé savo viesa atsak: §j puolimg jau aptariau su VSD. Delfi, 06 02
2018. Retrieved from https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/jonas-vaitkus-paskelbe-savo-viesa-
atsaka-si-puolima-jau-aptariau-su-vsd.d?id=77094087.


https://www.15min.lt/kultura/naujiena/naujienos/seksualiniu-priekabiavimu-kaltinamas-dailininkas-j-gasiunas-puola-vda-tapybos-katedros-vedeja-su-manimi-bando-susidoroti-1104-919050?copied
https://www.15min.lt/kultura/naujiena/kinas/j-steponaityte-apie-kaltinimus-s-bartui-supratau-kad-nebebijau-ir-esu-pasiruosusi-kalbeti-4-880422?fbclid=IwAR3XCyYfjWvT33L08sdA2twa3cvCRxiMD1bpSRh5zf5Eusm_nZAN8XYcmjE&copied
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/rezisiere-gina-vaitku-pacios-aktores-ant-jono-lipa-kaip-kates.d?id=77119759
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/prabilo-vda-destytojas-nusisalina-nuo-pareigu-ir-pateikia-savo-versija.d?id=77046209
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/naujas-metoo-skandalas-scenografe-kaltina-jona-vaitku.d?id=77079295
https://www.facebook.com/julija.steponaityte/posts/10210154522600049
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10210172532610288&id=1248139867
https://www.15min.lt/vardai/naujiena/lietuva/jurga-lago-apie-jono-gasiuno-seksualini-skandala-laikau-tai-viesu-susidorojimu-1050-920122?all#print&copied
https://manoteises.lt/straipsnis/julija-steponaityte-tyla-metoo-metu-lietuvos-visuomene-prieme-kaip-garbinga-pozicija/?fbclid=IwAR3MeCRiS7mv3WznncatTpzW5i-CnEZLy4lneIQ79aT4vV3Lm3oW3ug96uA
https://www.facebook.com/laisvidar/posts/10212765121401176?hc_location=ufi
https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/pagaliau-prabilo-seksualiniu-priekabiavimu-kaltinamas-rezisierius-bartas-nesutinku-su-kaltinimais.d?id=76344241
https://manoteises.lt/straipsnis/pirmasis-tyrimas-apie-seksualini-priekabiavima-lietuvoje-visuomene-smerkia-priekabiavima-bet-kalte-permeta-aukoms
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/education/gasiuno-versija-del-kilusiu-skandalu-papasakojo-apie-uzkulisius-ir-pinigus.d?id=77074883
https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/jonas-vaitkus-paskelbe-savo-viesa-atsaka-si-puolima-jau-aptariau-su-vsd.d?id=77094087

InrorMATION & MEDIA, 2021, voL. 92, ISSN: 2783-6207

SALDZIUNAS, Vaidas. Grybauskaité ir Skvernelis pasisake apie #MeToo. Delfi, 05 02 2018. Retrieved
from  https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/grybauskaite-ir-skvernelis-pasisake-apie-metoo.d?
id=77086161.

Seksualiniu priekabiavimu apkaltintas Sariinas Bartas i$paZinéiai ryZosi tik po 2 mety: niekam tada
neriipéjo, kas i§ tiesy vyko. Delfr, 13 11 2019. Retrieved from https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/
seksualiniu-prickabiavimu-apkaltintas-sarunas- bartas-ispazinciai-ryzosi-tik-po-2-metu-nickam-tada-
nerupejo-kas-is-tiesu-vyko.d?id=82778903.

S. Bartg priekabiavimu apkaltinusi aktoré J. Steponaityté: nepatenkinau jo seksualiniy fantazijy. Delfi, 13
11 2017. Retrieved from https://www.delfilt/veidai/zmones/s-barta-prickabiavimu-apkaltinusi-
aktore-j-steponaityte-nepatenkinau-jo-seksualiniu-fantaziju.d?id=76327451.

Tomas Balzekas, Facebook, 16 11 2019. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/balzekas/posts/
10219522794955899.

Vaiva Rykstaité, Facebook, 17 11 2019. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/vaiva.rykstaite/posts/
10212468848076588 .

Zinomi Zmonés reaguoja j aktorés kaltinimus S. Bartui priekabiavimu: Lietuva ilgai tyléjo. Delfi, 10 11
2019. Retrieved from  https://www.delfilt/veidai/zmones/zinomi-zmones-reaguoja-i-aktores-
kaltinimus-s-bartui-priekabiavimu-lietuva-ilgai-tylejo.d?id=76320841.

Zmonés, Facebook, 13 11 2019. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/zurnalaszmones/posts/

2531355896955516.


https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/grybauskaite-ir-skvernelis-pasisake-apie-metoo.d?id=77086161
https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/seksualiniu-priekabiavimu-apkaltintas-sarunas
https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/s-barta-priekabiavimu-apkaltinusi-aktore-j-steponaityte-nepatenkinau-jo-seksualiniu-fantaziju.d?id=76327451
https://www.facebook.com/balzekas/posts/10219522794955899
https://www.facebook.com/vaiva.rykstaite/posts/10212468848076588
https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/zinomi-zmones-reaguoja-i-aktores-kaltinimus-s-bartui-priekabiavimu-lietuva-ilgai-tylejo.d?id=76320841
https://www.facebook.com/zurnalaszmones/posts/2531355896955516

