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Acceso abierto diamante

In the process of disseminating research advances and results, scientific journals play a fundamental role 

by serving as showgrounds for debate and collective construction of knowledge. In this sense, it is 

important to discuss the capacity of scientific journals to assemble multiple scientific communities that 

emerge from different parts of the world and in different languages, in pursuit of countless problem-

solving challenges that are in a continuous state of development.

Over time, I have come to conceive of journals as living organisms that constantly evolve, recognizing 

the principle of Heraclitus, "The only constant is change," in its truest sense, if one can say so. This 

constant transformation provides answers to the needs and expectations of having up-to-date knowledge 

in the shortest possible time, with the sole purpose of subjecting their findings to the sieve of reason, being 

valued, incorporated, or applied by the diverse scientific communities that remain interconnected in 

knowledge networks.

Adding to the above, considering the entry of journals into the digital era at a historical moment like the 

one we are experiencing with the Covid-19 pandemic means understanding how the speed of 

communication of scientific results serves humanity and the complex challenges that human evolution 

brings. If we had not adapted to the possibility of disseminating advances in medical processes and 

procedures, facing the pandemic would have been very complicated, precisely because it was about 

transcending geographical borders, languages, cultures, belief systems, among others, in favor of life.

Accordingly, it is crucial to highlight the importance of a journal fostering the dialogue of epistemic, 

methodological, theoretical, didactic, and other discourses. The questions that arise in this context are: 

Why is it so important for a journal to broaden its focus to other languages? What is the significance of 

becoming a space where glocal academic debates converge? Is it possible that, in their desire to construct a 

more complex science, journals end up becoming real towers of Babel? and many others that are left 

unaddressed due to the nature of this text.

Let's address these three questions in a general manner to broaden the understanding of holistic editorial 

comprehension, avoiding conceptual reductions, but also not falling into essentialisms that deviate from 

the recognition of the purpose of publication, its preeminent role in the construction of society, and 

collaborative teaching-learning processes (Artigas et al., 2023).

First and foremost, understanding why it is so important for a journal to expand its focus to other 

languages is not just a matter of language or translating texts to ensure an indicator that allows entry into 

databases, catalogs, indexers, among others. It is a cultural stance, an understanding of the position of the 

observing agent and its systems of observations. In addition to this, it is about sharing how realities are 

interpreted, how theories and methodologies are synchronized to respond to the existential complexities of 

individuals in everyday life, to see how they solve problems and how science is not a mere bystander but a 

factor of social transformation.
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Secondly, what is the purpose of becoming a space where "glocal" academic debates converge? As a major 

field of debate, journals, and specifically the editor and their team, inherit the great responsibility of 

recognizing the importance, relevance, and significance of knowledge that affects both communities in 

specific terms and the way in which those issues resonate in other contexts, structurally affecting how 

individuals live, think, feel, and act. Disseminating research advances and results allows us to understand 

how problems were addressed or new approaches were created from other locations. This does not imply a 

process of normalization or standardization, as the conditions of places and the individuals who inhabit 

them are different. However, it does serve as a foundation for fostering new cultural perspectives, as Isaac 

Newton would say, "We stand on the shoulders of giants," rewording Bernardo Bernard de Chartres.

As a response to the third and final question of whether scientific journals, in their desire to build a 

more complex science, might end up becoming true towers of Babel, the risk is ever-present. However, like 

any risk, it presents a challenge that we, as editors, are called to confront. Within the focus of journals, in 

addition to the topics we cover, we also determine the languages in which we accept contributions. This 

helps mitigate the risk of receiving submissions in languages that are unfamiliar to the journal and could 

potentially undermine its credibility. This does not mean that it is not possible to create a special issue that 

allows for the submission of articles in different languages than those specified in the journal's profile. It is 

also important to recognize that, in such cases, the importance of having Guest or Associate Editors to 

ensure the quality of contributions becomes a fundamental pillar of the journal, enabling the 

demonstration of its credibility, quality, and scientific rigor in the publications featured in that particular 

issue.

In conclusion, regarding the importance of having geographic diversity in scientific journals, the 

following points can be highlighted:

1. It is crucial for transcending individualistic cultures and preventing the narrowing of the 

conditions of possibility within the status quo. As editors, we are called to bring knowledge 

generated by both major research centers and research collectives committed to producing 

scientifically useful knowledge for society into the social sphere.

2. The recognition and unconditional respect for various types of knowledge construction are 

essential as a condition for possibility. Distinctions should be based on scientific rigor rather than 

the singularity of their origins.

3. Expanding the field and the agents involved in constructing science allows for the valuable 

intercultural dialogue necessary for processes of identity. Journals play a significant role in 

promoting these revolutionary actions on a continuous basis.

4. Languages, locations, and cultures shape the reality in which individuals exist, including the 

temporal and spatial relationships they navigate and the challenges they face. Publications serve as 

evidence of what others have experienced and how they have confronted or resolved those 

experiences.
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