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Violence against women in an
environment of social inequity:
deceitful homicides in Tijuana, Baja

California

David F. Fuentes Romero, Margarita Bargjas
Tinocoand SilviaFigueroaRamirez

Universidad Autdnoma de Baja California

Resumen

En este articulo analizamos informacién
correspondiente a homicidios dolosos
cometidos contra mujeres residentes de
Tijuana, Baja Cadlifornia, durante el periodo
2000-2005. Ademés de presentar €l perfil
social devictimasy victimarios, se amplia el
andlisis hacia el movil y modus operandi del
hecho. Lo anterior es mediado con lariqueza
que proporcionalateoria de género. La
informacion utilizada corresponde a la base de
datos generada dentro del proyecto de
investigacion denominado Caracterizacion
social de la muerte violenta en la frontera
norte de México: el caso de Baja California,
del Instituto de Investigaciones Sociales de la
Universidad Auténoma de Baja California.

Palabras clave: homicidios dolosos, violencia,
victima, victimario, Tijuana.

I ntroduction

Abstract

Violence against women in an environment
of social inequity: deceitful homicidesin
Tijuana, Baja California

In this work, information corresponding to
committed deceitful homicides against
resident women of Tijuana Baja Californiais
analyzed for the period 2000-2005. Besides
the socioeconomic profile of both victims and
murderers, the analysisis extended towards
the motivation and modus operandi of the
deeds. All is supported on gender theory. The
used information corresponds to the database
of Ph D. Romero sources, whose project title
is: Social characterization of the violence in
the North border of Mexico: the case of the
city of Tijuana, B. C.

Key words: Violence, social violence,
deceitful homicides, women, social inequity,
Tijuana, Baja California

n thiswork information corresponding to deceitful homicides committed

againstwomenwholiveinTijuana, BajaCalifornia,inthe2000-2005 period,

withintentionof outlinethesocial profileof victimsand murderers, andlearn
the motivations and modus operandi of the deeds. Deceitful homicide is
referred to the crime of depriving someone else of life in an aforethought,
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advantageous, treacherous or deceitful manner. There is premeditation when
there is reflection on the crime to be committed and the injuries caused are
intentional; in premeditationisal sofoundthetorment, depraved motivationsand
brutal ferocity. The advantage appears when the attacker’ s strength overcomes
that of thevictim, and they are unarmed. Likewise, when the murderer usesany
meansthat weakensvictims' defense or when the latter isfallen and the former
armed or standing, and when the number of attackers is superior to one. In
respect totreachery, the murderer usesthe surprisefactor or that of stalking; and
finally, deceit is referred to the use of perfidy, “violating the trust or security
explicitly promisedtothevictim, or thetacit security theattacker should provide
thevictimwithduetotheir kinship, gratitude, friendship or any other relationship
of trust” (Penal Codefor the State of BgjaCalifornia, articles: 123, 147-151: 24,
26-27; Codigo penal para € Estado de Baja California, articulos: 123,
147-151: 24, 26-27).

The aforementioned places this analysisin the context of the most extreme
violence which ends up in the death of women, where the relation victim-
murderer istotally unevenintermsof physical force, forinall theanalyzed cases,
murderers were men.

Theanalysisissupported oninformationfromthe Social Characterization of
violent death in the Northern Border of Mexico: the case of Bgja California
Project (Caracterizacion social de la muerte violenta en la Frontera Norte
de México: el caso de Baja California) (Fuentes, 2006), which was codified
and systematized in SPSS and analyzed for thisarticle’ sends.2 The universe of
deceitful homicides against women, corresponds to 63 cases which occurred
between 2000 and 2005, and represent 24 percent of atotal of 258 which took
placein Tijuana, BajaCalifornia, between 1999 and 2005. | n order to configure
thesocial inequality environment of thepeopl einvol ved, thecartographiclocation
of the neighborhoods where the victimsand murderers abode wasrel ated to the
marginalization indexes el aborated by Conapo (2002) for the City of Tijuana.

1 Apart fromthis, thereisunintentional murder, which occurswhen without theintention of performing
the forbidden behavior the juridical good —life— isinjured, even though thereisthe will to do it or,

when in the lack of aattention to aduty the juridical good isinjured; thisisto say, the negligencein
thebehavior becomesthe performanceof aforbidden deed (Federal Penal Code, Cédigo Penal Federal).

2 The marginalization index by Conapo (2002) incorporates five dimensions: access to health, access
to decent and decorous housing; the earning of sufficient monetary incomes and gender inequalities.
In order to estimate this index information from the X1l General Census of Population (XII Censo
General de Poblacion) was used as source, considering the AGEB. The geographic location of
neighborhoods and residences was realized with the support from Guillermo Alvarez DelaTorre; and
Judith Ley Garcia supported us providing the information corresponding to marginalization indexes.
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In addition to thisintroduction, thiswork contains four sections. Inthefirst
one, we present conceptua approaches to violence, retaking definitions of
violenceingeneral, aswell asthoseof gender, domesticand sexual; inthesecond
section, we incorporate statistics on homicides in Baja Californiawhich come
from diverse sources, locating the State’ sposition at national level. Inthethird
section, theprofilesof victimsand murderersinvolvedin deceitful homicidesin
BajaCaliforniain the period from 2000 to 2005 are outlined. And finally in the
fourthsection, themodusoperandi of thehomicidesintheregionisanayzed. The
article closes stating some considerations.

Conceptual approaches to violence

Violenceinitsetymol ogicroot remitstotheconcept of force, being centered onaform
of power exercise by means of the use of forceto solveinterpersonal conflicts. This
exerciseisperformed at aniniquity level which leadsto oneof theinvolved partsto
imposetheir will upontheother (Corsi, 1994).

Violence “is everywhere, omnipresent and multiform” (Helder Camara, in
Fernandez de Juan, 2001.: 9). For authorssuch asJulio Barreiro, itisthe“ natural
result of an unjust and oppressivesituati on of some human being upon others, or
the State on the individuals, collectivities or social groups when acting in
illegitimate exercise...” (Barreiro, in Fernandez de Juan, 2001: 9). Some
expressionsof violencecorrespond to: robberies, corruption, bribery, organi zed
crime, vandalism, drug dealing, suicides, kidnappings, general threatsto social
security, rapes, injuries and homicides (Ilescas, 2001: 135). Pérez Robledo
(2004) retakes the concept of symbolic violence by Pierre Bourdieu (1995),
understood as such exercised upon asocia agent with thisone' saccord, aslong
asitisno recognized as violence: the agents consider the world as self-evident
and find it natural because of the amost perfect agreement established, on the
onesideby socid structuresasthoseexpressed inthesocial organization of time
and space and labor gender division, and on the other, the cognitive structures
inscribed in bodies and minds (Pérez Robledo in Fernandez de Juan, 2004 53).

Bourdieu (1999) affirmsthat symbolic viol ence cannot be explained without
the intervention of habitus, which is the fruit of the incorporation of a social
structure in the form of an almost natural disposition, and that is the potential
energy, the dormant force and the place where symbolic violence draws its
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efficacy from. Thisauthor states (1996) that in order to understand habitusitis
necessary to evoke the formation work that is carried out, either through the
familiarity withasymbolically structuredworld, awork of collectiveincul cation,
moreimplicit than explicit, which thelarge collectiveritualsare part of, and by
means of which adurable transformation of the bodies and the usual way to use
them is operated (Bourdieu in Pérez Robledo in Fernandez de Juan 2004: 54).

Assuming violence is fundamentally practiced at an inequality level and
power, we consider pertinent to incorporate the meanings of gender, domestic,
and sexual violence against women.

Gender violence

The theory of gender states that differences between men and women, their
functions and roles, do not really come from their sexual nature, but they are
socia constructions, artificially created through sets of practices, symbols,
representations, regulations and val ues the soci eties el aborate from the sexual
anatomic-physiologic difference and which are the cause of discrimination
women have suffered from (Gayle Rubin in Hernandez, 1996: 11; De Barbieri
inHernandez, 1996: 12; CervantesdeJulian, 2004). Inviolence* theincapability
toindentify oneself intheother”, awomaninthiscase, and feel empathy for her,
isseen (Butterfield, 1996: 103, in Ruiz in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 90). Inthe
opinionof OliviaRuiz (2004), theaf orementionedindicatesthat mendo not have
identification with women astheir peers, nor empathy when they suffer (Ruiz,
in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 90). Violence occursin both the public and private
spheres. “it is mainly manifested as a control situation, where [...] abusive
relations became the cultivation field to satisfy the needs originated in power
disequilibrium” (Corsi, 1998, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 7-8).

World Health Organization (WHO) defines as gender violence any act that
resultsor canturnoutintophysical, sexual or psychological harm of sufferingfor
women, including threats of such deeds, coercion, or arbitrary privations of
freedom, which occur bothinpubicand privatelife(Garciay Saavedrainllescas,
2001: 138). Asaconsequenceof thisgender violence, WHO pointsout sexually
transmitted diseases, injuries, pelvic swollenness, unwanted pregnancy,
spontaneousmiscarriages, chronicpelvicache, headaches, gynecol ogicproblems,
drugandal cohol abuse, asthma, intestineor irritablecol on syndromes, behaviors
noxiousfor health (nicotinism, unprotected sexual intercourses), permanent or
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partial disabilities; and adds, for mental health, posttraumatic stress disorder,
depression, anxiety, sexual dysfunction, eating disorders, multiple personality
disorders, compul sive-obsessivedisorder (I1escas, 2001: 138).

The extreme form of gender violence against women has been called
femicideviolencethat istheresult of women’ shumanrightsviolationinthepublic
and private spheres. It is composed by the set of misogynist behaviors —
mistreatment and physical, psychological, sexual, educational, economic,
patrimonial, familial, institutional, communal violence—whichsocia and State' s
impunity carry and when putting womeninrisk and defensel essness can end up
inhomicideor itstentative, andinother formsof violent death of girlsandwomen:
accidents, suicides, avoidable deaths derived from insecurity, disregard and
exclusion from development and democracy.®

Domestic violence

Domestic violence refers to

Every form of abuse—physical, verbal and/ or psychol ogical— which takes place
among thefamily members’ relationships, wherethe dynamicsof power isoneof its
common characteristics. It supposes the use of physical force to control the
relationship and usually exercised from the strongest to the weakest. However, its
manifestationsal so comprehend child mistreatment [ ...] elderly and disabled people
mistreatment, marital violenceistheonewiththegreatestimpact—andwithgrowing
charcteristics— within the community’s conscience (Corsi, 1994 in Fernandez de
Juan, 2004 158).

In these situations of abuse cyclically and increasingly produced between
couples, 74 percent of the casescorrespond to mistreatment agai nst women, and
itsdamageintensity variesfrominsultto homicide (Corsi, 1994 in Fernandez de
Juan, 2004 158).

3Thefemicidecategory wasdevel oped fromthework by DianaRussel | and Jill Radford, showedintheir
text Femicide/The politics of woman killing, Prentice Hall International, New Y ork, 1992. In Spanish
Femicide (feminicidio) is a homologous voice and only identifies the assassination of women.
Conversely, femicide —as defined by Russell and Radford— is a hate crime against women, it isthe
set of forms of violence that on occasions concludes in the assassination and even suicides of women
(Representatives Chamber of the Honorable Congress of the Union LIX Legislature, 2006: 36,
Céamara de Diputados del H. Congreso de la Unién LIX Legislatura).
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Withtheexception of someminor indigenoustribes, domesticviolenceexists
inamost al of the world’s cultures. A larger number of these cases has been
found in societies where socia structure is patriarchal, i.e., the men heads of
family and men in general exercise more power and authority than women
(Campbell, 1992 in Welland-Akong, 2001: 168). Although it istrue there are
womenwhoareprimary aggressors, itis13timesmoreprobablethat maninjures
women than the contrary, except in the cases where weapons are involved
(American Psychological Association, 1996, in Welland-Akong, 2001: 165).
Evenif power relations are related to alarge extent with those of gender, these
arenot their singlecomponent. Thereisal so the power of mothersand mothers-
in-law upon their underage people and their husbands; likewise, fathers and
fathers-in-law power upon children (Pérez Robledo, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004:
55).

Three phases in the cycle of domestic violence in urban zones have been
proposed: firstly, anaccumul ation of violencewith minor blows, whichthewife
responds to by means of soothing her partner and the denia that it is an
aggression; the second stageischaracterized by the acuteincident of blows, and
the third by the man’s repented behavior with apology and greater affective
attention toward the wife attitudes (Walker, 1979, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004:
42).

Threerisk factorswhich stressdomestic violence, which are correspondent,
have been identified: a) history of familia violence; b) low socio-economic
(poverty) and academiclevel sand unemployment; and c) a cohol useand abuse
(andillegal drugs) (Welland-Akong, in Fernandez de Juan, 2001: 171). Studies
by Ferreira, 1989, and Lima Malvido, 1995, carried out in urban zones have
demonstrated that domestic violencea so occursinthemid and upper strataand
between couples of independent professionals (Alberti, in Fernandez de Juan,
2004: 27).
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Sexual violence

Sexual violenceisan act of both material and symboalical nature (blowsand blow
threats, for instance), directed towomen’ ssexuality whichattackstheir physical,
psychic, emotional and spiritual integrity (Ruiz, in Fernandez de Juan (coord.),
2004: 85). Thisviolence hasfive characteristics:

1. Itisaphysical or verbal deed recognized by women as an aggression or
threat totheir sexuality. A woman canidentify an experience assexual violence
or not, depending among other factors, on what the culture of origin hasdefined
as such.

2. Itisreferredtotheviolation of their genitaliaand breastsand thethreat they
will beraped.

3. Aggressions that transcend the regulations in respect to feminine body
treatment, especially of her sexuality. Regulations configure, for instance, that
aman or men can or cannot approach awoman’s body and regulate how and
when these approaches are possible.

4. They reflect theinequalitiesinthegender-sex rel ations. Insexual violation
‘a man appropriates a woman’s sexuality, as it is mediated by her body’ and
through thisaction proclaimsher sexuality “belongsto him, itissubordinated to
him” (Mckinnon, 1982, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 87-88). Neverthel ess, these
arealso aggressionsthat reflect inequalities between men [and against minors|.
Sexual violation hasbeen strategically employed to humiliateand demoralizethe
‘other’, either man or woman (Ruiz, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 87-88).

5. Sexual violenceisexplained through socio-cultural characteristicswhich
correspond to: the culture of gender, formal regulation of the culture of gender
andtheroleof violenceinsociety (Scully, 1990; Segal, 1990, inRuizinFerndndez
de Juan 2004: 89).

Mexicanjuridical systemislimitedinthedefenseof women’ srightsinrelation
totheir sexual integrity, asbefore an accusation of thisnature, most of thetimes
said system doesnot facilitatetheapprehensi on, judgment and puni shment of the
culprits (Scully, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 92). Moreover, in the analysis of
violence specific social and cultural contexts must be considered, since it can
take particularities and concrete formsin accordance with each context, within
which are previously defined the approved and socialy tolerated forms of
violence (Pérez, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 53).
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Violence and deceitful homicides against women in
Baja California

According to the National Survey on Violence against Women (Encuesta
Nacional de Violencia Contra las Mujeres, Envim), Baja Californiawith 37.2
percent isabovethenational level of womenwho havebeen victimsof violence
(34.5 percent) inrelationtowomen who suffered violencefromtheir partner for
life(womenwith aviolent relation with their partnersfor life, or thosewho have
experienced violent relations with their boyfriend, partner or husband oncein
their life). In the first place one finds the State of Oaxaca, with 45.2 percent
(Envim, in Representatives Chamber, 2006: 90). Likewise, Baja California
appearsinthe 12" place (62.9 percent) in respect to “ some sort of violence ever
inlife”, which corresponds to women who had experienced violence with their
partner once in their life or had been beaten or mistreated by their father or
stepfather, mother or stepmother, father- or mother-in-law, or any other family
member or person (National Institute of Public Health and Envim, in
Representatives Chamber, 2006: 90). In relation to sexual violencefor life—
which includes women who had suffered once sexua violence from their
boyfriend, husband, partner, former coupleor any other person during pregnancy
or before being 15 years of age—, Bgja California held the third place in the
country, with 23.4 percent, six percentage points above national average (17.3
percent) (Envim, Representatives Chamber, 2006: 91). According to INEGI,
Baja Cdlifornia registered arate of feminine homicides [deceitful and in first
degree] of 2.9 per 100 thousand i nhabitants, soit had the eighth placeamong the
Stateswiththehighest ratesinthecountry for thisentry (INEGI, inRepresentatives
Chamber, 2006: 94). Accordingtoofficia informationdisclosed by theAttorney
General of the State of Baja California in May 2005, and published in an
electronic document in 2006, inthe State therewere 191 femicide cases of girls
and women assassinated between 2000 and 2004 (Representatives Chamber,
2006: 99). Nonetheless, the statistics generated by the project source of this
project finds 182 casesof deceitful homicidesonly in Tijuanainsaid period. Our
statistical source and that of the Attorney General coincidethat it is Tijuanathe
municipality where the largest number of deceitful homicides against women
take place.
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Deceitful homicides against women in Tijuana (2000-
2005)

Inthissectionwewill describeand relate variablesrel ativeto the profilesof the
victimand murderer involvedin deceitful homicidesagainst womenin Tijuana,
considering a24-percent samplewhich correspondsto 63 cases out of atotal of
258.4 Likewise, the modus operandi and the relation victim-murderer are
analyzed.

Wefoundthat indeceitful homicides' distribution by year between 2003 and
2001 the highest frequency is concentrated, for during these years 55.6 percent
of thetotal of assassinationsin the 2000-2005 period took place. Conversely to
the expected, thetime of homi cide occurrence was concentrated between 12:01
and 19:00 hours (42.9 percent) and in May and June the greater number of
assassinations was registered (30.2 percent).

Victim's profile

Theuniverseof deceitful homicidescommitted against womenisconstituted by
atotal of 63 cases. The victims' nationality is fundamentally Mexican, even
though thereis not information for 17.5 percent of the cases. Only one of them
wasaforeigner (North American) and the murderer was also North American.
Inrelationtotheplaceof originof thevictims, thereisinformationthat 75 percent
of them comes from other States of the country, whereas 21.2 percent were
registered asinhabitants of Tijuana; only 1.9 percent from other municipalities
of Baja California, and in the same proportion from outside the country. Asfor
the victims' years of residence in Tijuana, there was only information in 4.8
percent, corresponding to three cases whose residence dates back to 4, 26 and
28 years. Thevictims' average age is 30.9 years of age, with amedian of 28.5
and amode of 21. The ageisprincipally concentrated between 15 and 44 years
of age (83.3 percent), which indicates that women who are being assassinated
in deceitful homicides arein productive and reproductive ages. Ten percent of
the victims were women of 55 years of age and older. It is noteworthy that the
agegroupfrom45to 54 doesnot reach two percent of occurrences. Thevictims

marital statusisknownin 53 of the 63 cases (84.1 percent); out of thisavailable

4 Let us clarify this analysis does not incorporate 1999 cases as we had not access to the respective
files.
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information, single women have the highest percentage: 43.4 percent; 22.6
percent lived in free union and 20.8 percent was married. If those married are
added to those in free union, the percentage is 43.3 percent. The marital status
of divorcees and separated correspondsto six cases (11.3 percent) and one (1.9
percent) refers to the case of widowhood. The association marital status —
victim-murderer demonstratesthat, independently from themarital statusof the
victims, therewasavictim-murderer rel ation that wasinacontext of acquai ntance
(neighbor, friends), family (boyfriend, husband or concubine), former partner,
sexual client and other integrants of the family. The only case where there was
not avictim-murderer relation wasin the case of theft. In relation to education,
weobtainedinformation for 39 cases (62 percent); fromthese, 17 (43.6 percent)
correspond to null and elementary schooling; next, 14 (36 percent) with
secondary schooling; whereas upper intermediate schooling (high school or
technical career) we found eight cases (20.5 percent). As for the occupation
profile, thereisinformation for 76.2 percent of the cases. From these, the most
frequent occupationisthat of ahousewife(35.4 percent), followed by employees
(22.9 percent), in the third place, no occupation, and in the fourth place,
prostitutes; fifth and sixth places are declared for merchants (8.3 percent) and
only one case of astudent. For thevictims' addictionswe found informationin
42 casesout of thetotal 63 (66.7 percent), thisindicatesthat most of them were
not addicted (45.2 percent); nevertheless, 12 (28.6 percent) used illegal drugs,
among which one finds, in descending order: crystal, amphetamines,
methamphetamines, benzodiazepines, cocaine and not specified addictions;
victims addicted to alcohol were 10 (23.8 percent); addictions do not apply for
the case of agirl under oneyear of age. The association of thevictim’' sagewith
addictionsis known for 42 cases (66.7) and indicates that 12 were addicted to
illegal drugs. From them, the age group with the highest consumption isthat of
15to 24 years of age, with 8 (66.7); in descending order we find the age group
from25to 34 yearsof age, withthree (25 percent), andfinally theagegroupfrom
35to 44 yearsof agewith one (8.3 percent) victimsof addictiontoillegal drugs.
I1legal drugsconsumed by thevictimsindescending order correspondto: crystal
(fivevictims), amphetamines(fivevictims), cocaine(onevictim) and unspecified
addictions (one victim). In relation to alcohol, there are ten victims who
consumed itand—aswithillegal drugs— thegroupwiththemost concentration
is that of 15-24 years of age, with four addict victims (40 percent), and in a
descending order next isthegroup of 25-44 years of agewiththree (30 percent);
that of 55 years of age and older with two (20 percent), and one (10 percent) in
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the 25-44 years of age group. One of the cases does not count toward this
statistics asit isthe one year old victim and 19 (45.2 percent) of thetotal of 42
caseswith information had not any addiction. Inillegal drugs consumption and
alcohal, itisseenthegroupsin productiveand reproductiveagesarethosewhich
these consumptions are concentrated. As for the association of the victim's
occupation and addictions, there is information on 36 cases. Out of them, 10
victimsconsumedillegal drugs. Stati sticsindicate6 (60 percent) of theunoccupied
victims concentrate the most use of illegal drugs, followed by housewives and
prostitutes, with 2 (20 percent), respectively. Considering the occupations, only
theemployed onesand merchantsdid not takedrugs. Asfor a cohol consumption,
10 out 36 known cases consumed it. Housewives concentrate the highest
consumption, five cases (50 percent); in descending order are the employees,
with 2 (20 percent) and the prostitute (10 percent), respectively. Only onevictim
(10 percent), registered as unoccupied, consumed alcohol. In relation with the
aforementioned, it is distinguishable that housewives concentrate alcohol
consumption, andinall of thevi ctims, empl oyed and unempl oyed, said consumption
isfound. Well now, 16 victimsdid not haveaddictions, among them 6 housewives
(37.5 percent), six employees (37.5 percent), two merchants (12.5 percent) and
two unoccupied women (12.5 percent) are notorious.
Inrelationtothemarginalizationindexes® of thevictims' neighborhoods, there
is information for 45 cases, and 22 neighborhoods were found to have
marginalization indexes, 8 high and 14 very high. An averageindex isfoundin
the neighborhoods where 13 victims resided. If we add the previous indexes
(very high, high, average) wefind aset of 35 neighborhoodswith theseindexes
(77.8 percent). Separately, the very low and low marginalization indexes
correspond to seven and three neighborhoods, which altogether sumup 10 (22.2
percent). Well now, there were neighborhoods where two and three victims
abode. These neighborhoods corresponded to Mariano Matamoros and Playas
deTijuana, withthreevictimseach; theformer withhighand mid marginalization
indexes, the latter with very low, low and high marginalization indexes. The
neighborhoods which had two victims are San Luis del Cafién de Saenz, La
Morital and 1, Fraccionamiento Emperadoresand M esade Otay northernzone,
which havevery high, high and medium marginalizationlevels. Inrespect tothe
neighborhoodscalled Grupo México and San Diego it wasnot possibletolocate

5 Let us remember that Conapo’s marginalization index (2002) incorporates five dimensions: access
tohealth, accessto decent and decoroushousing; the earning of sufficient monetary incomesand gender
inequalities.
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the respective marginalization indexes. Despite aneighborhood can internally
have different marginalization indexes, we observe the tendency that
neighborhoodswithvery high, highand mediummarginalizationindexes, donot
have very low and low indexes, and vice versa, except for Playas de Tijuana,
which has marginalization indexesfrom very low and low to high.

Murderers profile

In the 63 women’s homicides hereby analyzed 73 murderers were involved.
Their nationality isknown for 53 percent, fromwhich 81.8 percent areMexican
and 18.2 foreigners, among them we can find two North American and one
Guatemal ancitizens; theformer killed becauseof familial quarrelsandthelatter
inorder torob. Inrelation to the place of origin, 50 percent come from different
States of the country, 31.8 percent was born in Tijuanaand four (18.2 percent)
areforeigners; thereisnot information ontheresidence yearsin Tijuanafor the
murderers. From the available information (47.6 percent), the age of the
murderers’ is on average 30.77 years, with a standard deviation of 8.67 and a
varianceof 75.15; the age groupswhich contain the highest percentagesarethat
of 2510 34 (43.3 percent) and that of 35 to 44 (33.3) which altogether add 76.6
percent. In descending order they arefollowed by the 15-24 years of age group
(16.7 percent). We only found one murderer in the group of 0-14 years of age
and another in the group of 55 years of age and older. The murderers’ gender
is masculine in 47.6 percent of the documented cases; their marital statusis
knownin 36.5 percent of the cases, from which 69.6 percent are married and in
freeunionand 30.4 percentaresingle. Intherelationtothemurderers’ education,
thereisonly information for 28.6 percent of the cases. From this percentage, 50
percent is found in complete / incomplete secondary school; 22.2 percent in
complete/ incompletehigh school and 16.7 incompl ete/incompl eteel ementary
school and one (5.6 percent) without any schooling. As for the murderers

occupation profile, thereisinformation on 38.1 percent of the cases. Fromthese,
the greatest number of peopleisfound in employees, not further specified, and
self-employed people with 25 percent, followed by builderswith 20.8 percent;

and unoccupied with 16.7 percent and one factory worker, adrug dealer and a
student, which corresponds to 4.2 percent in each case. On addictions thereis

81t is important to point out that in the cases of multiple homicide, the ages of the murderers were
averaged, which was the age analyzed.
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information for 19 murderers (30.2 percent). From them, 13 (68.4 percent) take
illegd drugs, amongthemindescendingorder of usewefind: crystal, amphetamines,
methamphetamines, benzodi azepi nesand marijuana. Likewise, six (31.6 percent)
murdererstakeal cohol. Thereisinformationontheassociationof themurderer’s
age with addictions for 18 cases out of thetotal, and it indicates that 12 (66.7)
of them areaddicted toillegal drugs. From themthe group which holdsthe most
drug intake isthat of 25 to 34 years of age, with eight (66.7 percent), followed
by that of 15 to 24 years of age with three (25 percent) and the one of 35 to 44
years of age with one (8.3 percent). We observe the absence of illegal drugs
intake in the group of 55 years of age and older. In relation to alcohol
consumption, thereareregistrationsfor six cases, fromwhich threeare between
35 and 44 years of age (50 percent), two (33.3 percent) are between 15 and 24
and one (16.7 percent) is 55 years of age or older. We observe no acohol
consumption in the age group from 25 to 34 years of age. In respect to the
associationof themurderers’ occupationwithaddictions, thereisinformationon
18cases. Fromthese, 12 murdererstakeillegal drugs, four of them (33.3 percent)
work in construction, three (25 percent) are self-employed, two (16.7 percent)
are unspecified employees, two (16.7 percent) with no occupation and one (8.3
percent) factory worker. Asfor alcohol consumption, Six murderersconsumeit;
fromthem, three (50 percent) are unspecified employees, and onepersonineach
case (16.7 percent) self-employed, builder, unoccupied.

There are only conviction antecedentsfor 17 (27 percent) of the murderers.
Fromthese, 8 (47.1 percent) already had aconviction background and nine(52.9
percent) did not.

In relation to the marginalization indexes in the neighborhoods in Tijuana
wherethemurdererslive, 30 of the caseswithinformation, eight neighborhoods
witha'medium’ index, sevenwitha'high’ index andsix witha‘very high’ index
werefound. If weadd up thismarginalizationindexes, wewill findaconcentration
of 21 (70 percent). Separately, the‘very low’ and‘low’ marginalizationindexes
correspond to five and four neighborhoods respectively.
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Homicides modus operandi and victim-murderer
relation

In this section the modus operandi” of the 63 cases of deceitful homicides
committed in Tijuana, Baja California, is described. Likewise, the victim-
murderer relation is analyzed in association with some elements of thismodus;
we will use information on the motivation, manner of committing the crime,
utilized weapon, place where the corpse was found and number of victimsand
murderers(individual or multiple).

Themotivation of the63 deceitful murdersisknownin 39 cases. Fromthese,
the motivation with themost frequency correspondsto love or domestic quarrel
with afrequency of 25 (64.1 percent). In descending order we found: robbery,
infive (12.8 percent), and vengeance, with four (10.3 percent). Thereweretwo
cases (5.1 percent) where the motivation was punishment and the same
proportion for rape. There was a single case (2.6 percent) with payback as
motivation. Theway thehomicidewascommitted, whichimpliestheobject used,
is very particular in each case, nevertheless, some proceedings manners are
similar. In the majority of cases, 30 (47 percent), armory, puncturing objects,
contusive and constrictor objects were used, and in eight of the cases (12.7
percent), weaponsand blowswere combined. Seven homicideswereperformed
only by means of the use of physical force where the victims, after being
murdered, were also partially burnt; two (3.17 percent) in which thevictimwas
tied in order to commit the crime; in one (1.58) casethere were blows and rape;
andin another (1.58) mutilation. Infour cases(6.35 percent) thewomen and her
partner were simultaneously murdered and in three cases (4.76 percent) the
murderer committed suicide. Thereareregistrationsthat one of thevictimswas
pregnant. In four cases (6.3 percent) the modus operandi is not known and
there are only registrations for the finding of the corpses. The aforementioned
must be taken cautiously, as there could be more cases of blows and sexual
violation, which are not described in the description of the modus operandi. In
relation to the number of victimsin each case, 79.4 percent isindividual cases,
whereas in the rest (20.6 percent) two or three were the victims. In this group
of multiplehomicides, thevictimswerenever twowomen; it wasa wayswomen-
man (men). Asfor thenumber of murderers, from 34 with availableinformation

7 Expression fundamentally used in criminology and it is referred to a person’s characteristic way of
acting in the consecution of a crime.
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(54 percent), in29(85.3 percent) asinglepersoncommittedthecrime, andinfive,
several peopletook part, asitisdescribed here: two people committed thecrime
inacase; threein two and four peopletook part in two cases. In the association
of thehomicide committed by several peopleand their age, thereisinformation
on 30 cases. From them, five homicideswere committed by peoplefrom the 25
to 34 years of age group, and therest by individual murderers corresponding to
all of the age groups. Thevictims' causes of death are known in 55 homicides
(87.3 percent). From these, the mgjority, 25 (45.5 percent) were caused by
firearm wounds, followed by strangulation in 14 cases (25.5 percent) and nine
(16.4 percent) by puncture wounds. In seven homicides (12.7 percent) the case
of death was blows. About the place where the bodies were found —
corresponding or not to the place where the crime was committed—, there is
information for a of the cases. In 28 cases (44.4 percent) the body was found
inpublic spaces, and 26 (41.3 percent) inahousehold. Therest of the caseswere
foundinhotel rooms, health clinics, or another places (automobile, wreck yards)
in the same proportion of three cases (4.8 percent), respectively. In relation to
the Actsin the Ministry of Justice, we found 34 acts (54 percent) integrated to
the previousinguiries on the cases and 28 consigned acts (44.4 percent), which
were sent to a judge. From this, 27 apprehension orders (42.9 percent) were
issued.

Therelation victim-murderer isknown in 30 of the 63 analyzed cases (47.6
percent). The highest proportion corresponds to partners (boyfriend, husband,
and concubine) with 12 (40 percent). | ndescending order wefound acquai ntances
(neighbors, friends) with 11 (36.7 percent); three former partners (10 percent)
and three (10 percent) other family members. If we add the percentages of
partners and former partners with other family members we have that 56.7
percent of thecasesof deceitful homicidewascommitted by partnersand former
partners and victims' other family members. If we add the percentage of the
victims' acquaintances, we obtain 93.4 percent in which the murderers are
partners, former partners, family members and acquaintances of the victims.
Only inone case (3.3 percent), the murderer was aprostitute’ s sexual client and
inanother (3.3 percent) therewas no rel ation with the victim asrobbery wasthe
motivation. The victim-murderer relation with the place where the corpse was
found indicates: in the cases of partner, former partners and other family
members' relations, thevictims' bodieswerefoundinhousehol dsin 12 cases(40
percent), four (13.33 percent) in public spacesand one (3.33) in ahealth center.
Intherelation of thevictim with acquaintances (neighborsor friends), the body
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was found in seven cases (23.3 percent) in public spaces, three (10 percent) in
households and one in a closed space (3.3 percent). In the cases of the victim-
sexual client relation, the body was found in ahotel room, and in the case of no
relation between the victim and murderer, the victim’s body was found in her
household. Thisindicatesthat in partners, former partnersand family members
of thevictimsand in relation to themselves, most of the corpseswereleft inthe
household. Nonetheless, in the cases of the victim’ s acquai ntances (neighbors
andfriends), thevictimwasfound in public spaces, inaclosed space outsidethe
household in eight of the eleven cases (71.7 percent), and only in three cases
(27.3percent) thebody wasfoundinthevictim’ shousehol d. Theaf orementioned
data indicate that, either the murderers committed the crime in the victim’'s
household and later removed her body (possibly in order not to be seen as
suspects), or the homicides, from the start, were committed in public spaces or
another closed space. Fromthe29 caseswith availableinformationonthevictim-
murderer and homi cidemotivationrel ation, 20 cases(68.9 percent) themotivation
wasloveor domestic quarrel. Inthevictim-murderer and vengeancerelationwe
found, indescending order, acquai ntances (neighborsor friends) three cases (75
percent) and other family membersone case (25 percent) of atotal of four cases.
There were two cases where the motivation was rape and the relation with the
victimwasthat of acquai ntances(neighborsor friends). Another motivationwas
‘ punishment because of behavior’ where the murderer was an acquaintance of
thevictim. In respect to the association of the murderer’ s addictions, we found
information for 16 cases, where in nine cases (56.3 percent) the victim did not
registered addictions, whereas her murderersin seven cases took illegal drugs
and alcohol in two cases. In five cases (31.1 percent), the victims consumed
alcohol, whereas their murderersin three out of five cases also did and in two
they took illegal drugs. Only in two cases, both the victim and murderer took
illegal drugs.
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Final considerations

Despite the intense trans-border demographic mobility between Tijuana and
SouthernCalifornia, itisnoteworthy that intheregistered homicidesinthesample
of the analysisthereisonly one North American woman killed by her partner,
withthe same nationality. Thisshowsusthat the pattern of deceitful homicides,
foreign woman —uvisitor or residing in Tijuana—, at least thusfar has not been
the specific target of Mexican murderers. Asfor thevictims' origin, theintense
internal immigration of Tijuanaisverified, as 75 percent of thevictimscomefrom
other States of the country. In respect to the ages of the assassinated women,
they are preponderantly at productive and reproductive ages. The cost this
impliesisavery grave social and economic problem for the collective, since it
impacts on familial disintegration, emotional repercussions for close relatives
giventhesocial stigmatizationthey areobject of and theenvironment of violence
they have experienced;® the pressure on health servicesand needsof education
of theorphans; interruption of economic contributionto households. Themarital
status of the victimsis diversified, being similar the proportion of victimized
women who were united (married or in free union) and single. In reality,
women's vulnerability isin direct relation with their partners and, to a lesser
extent, with other family members and when thereisnot adirect relation, with
themurderer. Thisiscoherent with thehomicide’ smotivation, for domesticand
love quarrels appear asthe most frequent motivation, situation that reflectsthe
domestic violencewhich cyclically and growingly occursbetweenthecouple’s
members and in 75 percent of the cases corresponds to women' s mistreatment
(Corsi, 1994 in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 158). The domestic and love quarrels
motivationremitsustogender violencewhere* mendo not haveanidentification
with women as their peers or equals nor empathy when they suffer” (Ruiz, in
Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 90), so it is pertinent to propose the murderersfelt the
right to take violence to their last consequences as it is the case of deceitful
homicides. Inthesame sense, domestic violence coincideswith thecontribution
by Gellesand Strauss, for who: “itismore probablethat you are robbed, beaten
and assassinated at your own household and by some of their beloved relatives,
thaninanother placeand by any other people”’ (Gellesand Strauss, in Fernandez

8 There is polemic in relation to the fact that if children observe violence against their mothers, at
their adult agesthey will beviolent adults. Thisisaffirmed by Corsi, 1994; Ferreira, 1989, and Nétera,
1994b; however, Alberti found that thisis not always confirmed (Alberti, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004:
38).
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deJuan, 2004: 157). Asfor thevictims' schooling, homicidestook placeinwomen
with no formal education, upper intermediate schooling or technical career,
nevertheless, it isobserved that, the lesser education, the greater the homicides

concentration, which agrees with the information on women with incidents of
violenceintheirlife(Envim, in Representatives Chamber, 2006: 94). Inrespect
tothevictims' occupation, thehighest concentrationwaslocatedinthehousewives’
and in unoccupied women; this coincides with the affirmation that women
devoted to house chores are more exposed to economic and sexual violence,
whereitwasal sofoundthat among economically activewomenthereisagreater
prevalence of emotional and physical violence (Envim, in Representatives

Chamber, 2006: 94). Asfor theincome-generator occupations, itisobservedthat
they correspond to activities whose remunerations are supposed to be low, as
they areto befoundinfactories, offices, storesand sexual services. Weconsider
that the prostitute condition revea sasituation of gender violencewheremendo
not feel identification with women astheir peers— asal ready mentioned— and
take theright to finish with awoman’ slife who for most of men, socialy have
aweak or void valuation. The victims addictionstoillegal drugs and alcohol

reveal thelifestyle of the victimized women and somehow send usto scenarios
of violence propitiated and made acute by this sort of consumptions. The
aforementioned could constitute an element of nuance in relation to qualify
deceitful homicides in these particular cases, as the mere product of gender
violence, for, moreover, the information of these addictions suggests us an
environment of deterioration in therelation and interaction of victim-murderer
prior to the deceitful homicides. Thisisverified mainly in the caseswhen both
protagonistsin the homicide take drugs or alcohol, asin fact occurs. It isworth
mentioning that the victims addicted to illegal drugs, who are concentrated at
productive and reproductive ages, are at the time an economic and social

problem, principaly because their offspring could represent ailments and
propensity to similar addictions. In relation to marginalization indexes in the
victims' neighborhoods, we consider they allow usto show the environment of
social inequality wheremost of thepeopleinvolvedindeceitful homicideslived.
Thishasits counterpart in the profile of assassinated women in Ciudad Juérez,

9 In this category of occupation it is information registered in the acts of expedients of deceitful
homicides of the General Court of Justice of the State of Baja California, nonetheless, in the official
information on occupations, housewives are part of the economically active population, who does not
generate economic incomes, despite that socialy these women take the social responsibility of
gengational reproduction and present and future workforce, which is a dimension of the gender
problematic.
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corresponding to poor womenwho livedin high-risk places(Ferndndez de Juan,
2004: 9). It necessary to pinpoint that there were deceitful homicides in
neighborhoodswheretherearenaot highmarginalizationindexes, which supposes
domestic and gender violenceis present in diverse economic environments.
Menmurderersarepredominantly Mexicanwho victimized M exicanwomen,
asfor those of foreign nationality, we observethat two, out of three, victimized
Mexican women. In acasethefeatureisthat the motivation wasburglary inthe
victims' residence. This indicates that the constant arrival and presence of
immigrants into Tijuana contributes to the environment of insecurity for the
population. In respect to themurderers’ place of origin, it isobserved that more
than the half reinforces the internal immigration phenomenon Tijuana has
undergonethroughtime, however, thereislocal populationwhoistaking part as
murderer, to a lesser extent though. Referring to the concentration of the
murderers at productive and reproductive ages, the social and economic cost is
very important, since it impacts on family disintegration; social valuing and
emotional repercussions for the murderers close relatives, given the socia
stigmati zation they are object of ; interruption of economic contributionsto the
household, aswell astheunfol ding of thejuridical apparatusand sanctioningand
thesupport of themurderersin prisons, whichismaintained through taxes, inthe
exception of the cases when the murderers commit suicide in the place of the
homicide. Most of the murderers are united to a partner, a situation that
reinforcesthe social and economic cost just mentioned. Theinformation on the
murderers’ schooling expresseslesslow level sthan those of thevictims, which
remits usto a gender particularity associated to feminine schooling delays, in
relationtobetter social optionsand opportunitiesfor men. Related to occupations,
thesesend ustoactivitiesproper tosalaried, self-empl oyed peopleand unoccupied
peopl e, drug deal ersand thecase of onestudent; thisreveal sthat itisnot between
differenced social stratawheredeceitful homicidesoccur, for evenif thereisless
information on the murderer than on the victim, thereisa profile of the former
whose socio-economic condition is comparable to that of the latter, this
considering that schooling, occupationand neighborhood variablesthatingenera
werespaceswith highand very highlevelsof marginalization.° Referringtothe
intakeof illegal drugs, murderersbecomeasocial and economicproblem, mainly

1 There arethoselevels, in spite the State of Baja Californiaholdsthethird highest position at national
level (0.8401) and is above the national IDH (0.8014), which can provide a picture of a State where
environmentsof social inequality aredifficulty observed. IDH isafigure obtained from the conjunction
of threeindexesthat include: life expectancy, education index, and gross domestic product (GDP) per
capita (Representatives Chamber, 2006: 86).
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because their offspring could have similar addictions or physical-biological
alimentsintheir progeny, for instance, alcoholism syndrome.

Thefact that thedeceitful homicide smotivationisfundamentally concentrated
in passion or domestic quarrels and at the time it is committed by partners or
former partnersmakesthecrimegraver, for besidesthedisadvantagein physical
force and treachery involved, the murderer is atraitor as transgresses what is
expected from him due to his kinship, gratitude, friendship or any other that
implies trust from the victim. In a juridical manner, deceitful homicide is
aggravated by familial and non-familial relations, having the former heavier
punishments. Apparently, rapehomicideislow, nonethel ess, duetothedifficulty
toregister thisdeed, thisisunderestimated by the General Court of Justiceof the
State—the source of information used for thiswork—. Weareaware of greater
registrations of rape from coroners, on the cases we analyzed. Even if firearm
isthemost used weaponto commit homicides,inasimilar proportionwefindthe
murderer drawing to avariety of objectsat reach in order to commit the crime,
all of theminaframework of violence, takento theextremewhen physical force
isused astheonly meansto commit thecrimeanditscrudeexpressioninthecase
of body mutilations. Itisnoteworthy that other meansto murder areabsent, such
aspoisoningthat doesnotimply physical force. Thecasesof multiplehomicides
are especially explainablein the light of domestic and passion quarrels. Apart
from this, the place where the corpses were found is largely associated to the
rel ation of kinship between thevictimsand murderers, whichrefersto situations
of extreme emotional violence for the rest of the relatives. Information on
addictionspresent in both victimsand murderersallowsusto glimpsequotidian
relations deteriorated by domestic violence,** recrudesced when addictions are
present in the protagonists and culminate with the death of young women. As
other authors have proposed we believe that any attempt to eradicate violence
must directly attack its origins, so socia and political inequality of men and
women must betaken into account (Torres Falcon in Fernandez de Juan, 2004
10). Likewise, it isimportant to focus masculine violence as a social problem
because

1 Drunkenness is a vehicle for the potentiality of masculine violence toward women and children
(Ferreira 1989 in Alberti in Teresa Fernandez de Juan, 2004:39); moreover, it is an element closely
linked to the union/abandonment cycle of women. Situations of acute violence, generated by jealousy,
alcoholism and infidelity (Alberti, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 21,39).
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[...] itisimportant that men learn to see themselves as subjects that follow social
mandates which go beyond them and that —in the exercise of violence— execute
themwithout any further reflection [so educational work isessentially with men] for
itis*violentmen’ thosewho expressthedeepest paradox of thismasculinedomination
system(Garda, in Fernandez de Juan, 2004: 123,125).
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