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Causes, consequences and impact of
migrations in Latin America

Resumen

Este trabajo aborda las migraciones
|atinoamericanas producidas en el marco de la
globalizacion. El autor identificalas que
ocurren en Latinoamerica hacia paises
desarrollados como parte de una tendencia
mundial de carécter restrictivo en los paises de
destino, determinada por gobiernos que buscan
evitar flujos migratorios no deseados hacia sus
territorios. Esta situacion restrictivatiende a
seleccionar migrantes de acuerdo con las
necesidades inmediatas que tiene un pais para
cubrir puestos de trabajo, atrayendo asi a su
sociedad alos cientificos, tecnélogosy
especialistas que le hacen falta para cubrir sus
propias necesidades, fenémeno migratorio
Ilamado brain drain o ‘drenaje de cerebros .
Sin embargo, el autor también advierte de un
nuevo proyecto de recolonizacion que traera
nuevos flujos migratorios hacia L atinoamérica,
debido a su disponibilidad de agua potable y
alimentos.

Palabras clave: flujos migratorios, fuga de

cerebros, globalizacion migracion caificada,
América Latina.
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Roberto S. Aryj

Universidad de Buenos Aires

Abstract

Causes, conseguences, effects and impact of
the migrations in Latin America

This work approaches Latin American
migrations produced in the framework of
globalization. The author identifies those which
take place in Latin America toward developed
countries as part of the worldwide tendency
with restrictive character in the destination
countries, determined by governments which
try to avoid undesired migratory flowsinto
their territories. This restrictive situation tends
to select migrants according to the immediate
necessities of acountry to cover job positions,
hence attracting to their societies scientists,
technologists and specialists, who they lack, to
meet their own demands; amigratory
phenomenon called brain drain. However, the
author also warns on anew re-colonization
project which will bring new migratory flows
to Latin America because of its water and food
supplies.

Key words: migratory flows, brain drain,
globalization, qualified migration, Latin
America

cetheend of the X1X Century uptonow onecanidentify four significant
omentsinthemigratory phenomenonin L atin AmericaandtheCaribbean:
hefirst oneislinked to transoceanic migrations, the second to internal
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migrationswhich areaproduct of theeconomiccrisisinthe30’ sand 40’ s, athird
movement isseenwith thetransborder migrationsand thefourthisrelatedtothe
migrations produced by globalization. These are the object of thiswork.

Thefirst migration, fromtheend of the X1X century to themiddle of the XX,
mobilized approximately 55million Europeansandwasarelief valvethat allowed
the organization or reorganization of the European states. The second, a
consequence of the economic crisis of the 30’'s, damaged the rural sphere, and
generated a migration from the country to the cities. The third migration, a
product of political, economic and social conflicts, generated a migration
between bordering countries since the 60’ s. The fourth occurs as from the last
two decades of the XX century until now and, according to some estimations, it
hasmobilized morethat 150 million peopleworldwidewhodonot resideintheir
country of origin at themoment. According to Cepal (2004), in 2000, 20 million
Latin Americanslived out of their native country.

The current paradox liesin the fact that globalization must, hypothetically,
homogenize the planetary market, in which a deep structural inequality exists.
But the real place where globalization is constituted is the socia imaginary,
constituted from the power of the cultural industry. That is, any inhabitant of the
planet should have access to a TV screen, because it makes people equal, it
informsthem beyondtheir cultural, social or economiclevel andevenif they are
illiterate. That fact transforms people into potential consumers and it aso
compels them to look for a way of consume compulsively. In the immense
peripheral territories of globalization, inequalities are increasingly deeper and
exclusion augment at all levels.

From this perspective, the French academic and economist, Destanne de
Bernisdevel oped someyearsago adisturbingargumentinaninterview. Heheld
that inequality and regional penuriesthat characterizethecurrent|atecapitalism
are not just an adjust period as Neoliberal economist affirm. For him, it isthe
contrary, they indicatethat the model isdefinitely blocked initsexpansion; itis
in astate of slow but irreversible decomposition.

He also stated that there is a symptomatic factor of this situation that can
accelerate the collapse, the migratory flow. Migration is, for the 5,000 million
excluded, increasingly moreinformed about their exclusion, theonly possibility
of incorporation to the consumptionworld, universally socialized through mass
media. Violence, aproduct of the struggle betweenthemassiveinvadersandthe
700millionconsumers, seemstoincreaseprogressively their molecul ar explosions
to aplanetary level.
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In this context, we are interested in tackling the causes, consequences, the
effect and impact of the migratory Latin American movements in this new
century.

Current trends

Within the important series of analysis that exists in regard to the migratory
phenomenon, | wouldliketo highlight twoworl dwideopposingtendencies. Both
haveanimpact on societieswhich emit and receive peopl e, and produce positive
and negative effects. The first one is linked to the situations of migratory
restriction, which can beassumed aspolitical strictu sensu, and arederivedfrom
projects of different states or as part of the own dynamic of action of a
governmenttoavoid nondesired migratory flowstoandfromtheir borders. This
kind of actionsisrelatedtothemigratory controls, discrimination, exclusionand
the persecution, among others. This restrictive situation tends to state the
selection of migrants, allowing them to access a country according to the
immediate needsthat it hasintermsof job vacancies. Example: Norway, Spain,
Canada, United States, among others. The conditionsarefavorableto the center
that achieves to impose a system of selective migration. Thus, this society
attractsscientists, technol ogistsand specialiststhat it requiresto satisfy itsneeds.
This migratory phenomenon has been called “brain drain”. The control of the
migratory processisin the handsof the countries of the North, who grant visas,
but in alimited way, and only to those they choose. (Oteiza, 1986)

The second tendency in the international migration is that linked to more
flexible situations, which propose free traffic or mobility, people settlement,
respect to human rightsand equality of rightsover nationality. Thistendency is
related totheconceptionlinkedtothesocialization of thehumanrel ationshipsand
the respect to the alterity.

Cracking of the originary ideas.

Severa causes have been attributed to the decision of emigrate. In order to
explain them several theories have been postulated. Also, there are analyses
performed from different disciplines, such as Demography, Economy, History,
Psychology, Law, Sociology, Geography, Ecology, Poalitical Science, etcetera.
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The explanations that give account of the reasons of this phenomenon are
linked to the lack of work, political-ideological prosecution, insecurity as a
product of violence, wars, ethnicd religiousprosecution, socioeconomicproblems,
improvement of qualityof life, thesearch of theindividual or familial devel opment,
employment opportunities and education, accessto goods and services, among
other.

Theinquiry and analysisthat haev been made on this phenomenon allow to
statethat thedecision of emigrate, theultimateresponsibility, istheconsequence
of acomplex process. Inititself, the social imaginary, historically constituted,
cracks in its future project in the presence of a reality and of a hegemonic
discourse that breaks the expectations of personal fulfillment and security, not
only economic, but alsopolitical andsocial . Inorder toavoidthepersonal collapse
some choose to escape from this desperate situation, a sort of dead end.
Emigrationwill bethepossibility of beingapparently entire, withtheideathat the
new country will allow tofind such thingsthat thecountry of originlacks. Butthe
conflict will not disappear, they will takeit withthemfor therest of their life. In
thisway, their fears will be denied, they will become aware of their situation,
something which will prevent them from reverting the process and they will be
condemned to a false conformist integration that will not allow them to find
alternativesto improvetheir life, so that migration becomes unnecessary.

Themigratory decision, then, woul d befounded on acomplex combination of
internal and external factors, among the most significant external ones we
highlight:

1 Lack of alternativesto achieve their occupational goals.

2. Socia uncertainty about the economic future.

3. General social insecurity in regard to the increase of violence.

4. Unsatisfied basic needs.
Among theinternal factorswe highlight:

1 Frustrationin regard to life expectations.

2. Frustrationinregard to personal fulfillment.

3. Generational command linkedtothecommunity of thefamilial migratory
chain.

4, Access to information about the optionsin the exterior.
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5. Convictioninregardtotheimpossibility of theethnic-val orativeredization
inthesociety of origin.

AsMaslow states, human beingisobjectively oriented towardsthe search of
goalsand objectivesto satisfy itsneeds, both biol ogical and cognitive, andinthe
€jector country, the conditionsto achieve those objectivesare eliminated by the
constant crisissituation and perpetual violence. Also, taking into consideration
McCleiland’ s argumentations, we will be again in a situation where migration
may appear asapossibleaternative, giventhefact that, according to thisauthor,
all needsareapprehended, to the extent that they createafavorableenvironment
tomodify qualitative and quantitatively the need of achievement in the level of
aspirations.

From this general approach thefollowing assumptions arise:

1 The working uncertainty determines the causes of frustration in the
economic fulfillment, which lead to create expectations of finding a
better situationinthelifeintheexterior of theown community of origin.

2. Theinsecurity produced by theincreaseof social violencecreatesethic-
valorative conflicts, bringing about tendenciesto | eave the community
of the country of origin, depending on the case.

3. Thelack of accessto opportunitiesto achievepersonal fulfillment leads
tosocial frustration, which producesadiscontent with thesituation of the
community or country of residence.

4, Migration of qualified humanresourcesisinduced andisafundamental
part of the project of concentration of intelligence in the central
countries.

General consequences.

Migratory flows produce, as we mentioned before, a series of consequences
related to the gjector and recipient countries. In the country of origin, social and
political conflict could be diminished when a considerable percentage of the
working population decides to emigrate. The unemployment and discontent
levelswould decrease, since apparent possibilities would be created, and they
would beaproduct of thismovement of peopletowardsother regions. Thelabor
forcethat remainsintheregion can haveagreater possibility of joining thelabor
market, for competence hasdecreased. Thislast perspective, calledrelief valve,
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has been accepted by some interpretative frames that consider migration of
human resources, and specially qualified ones, as aprocess of traffic of human
capital, which allows amore efficient allocation of resources worldwide.

Thereisanother vision on the issue which states that the loss of population
creates a decline in the number of possibilities of consumption in economies
whosepotential development isbased, in part, on the activation of their internal
market.

A third posturestatesthat emigration canincreasethecapacity of consumption
of those that remain in the region and have a degree of kinship with those who
left, provided that the migrants have been integrated to the recipient society, so
that they are in a position to send part of the surplus money they earn in the
recipient country to their families.

In order for this to happen subjects are conditioned so that they make a
decisionthat, generally speaking, they never processtotally. Asamatter of fact,
such decision is the result of an introjective message, a source of the ordinary
consensus. It makes a set of people to emigrate, as an exit to the limitations
imposed in the country of origin.

The sociocultural imaginary thus constituted determinesthem, building the
fantasies supported on certain values that subsumes the population in false
interpretations of the reality. They are expressed through the frustration of the
personal fulfillment or devel opment and throughtheimpossibility of anascending
socia mobility, agood quality of life, or evenreal expectationstoachieveit. Not
only will their decision be determined by abasic dissatisfactionin regard to that
whichtheir country hastooffer them, but al so by theimaginary opportunitiesthat
arise from the structure of the labor market, the cultural framework and the
general socia status of the country to which they go to.

Itisbased onthesereasonsthat their decisionwill bedirected towardsamore
definitive emigration rather than a circumstantial one. A phenomenon that is
strengthen when the transfer occurs towards countries where the emigrant
peopl esupposethey can beassimilated withtheir familiesin moreadvantageous
socia and labor conditionsthan those of their country of origin.

Thecurrent situation of globalized capitalism|eft awhileago theinnocent or
cynic idea of McLuhan in regard to the “global village without borders’. We
could arguethat the alternative opening of bordersisawicked way of extending
the domination of the central or hegemonic countries over the peripheral or
hegemoni zed through the expl oitation of their |abor forceat alow cost and their
natural resources.
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Illegal migrantsare atopic in the agenda, but thereisno doubt that they can
be functional, given the fact that when a group of interest or pressure needs
surpluslabor work, themigratory limitations disappear.

In the case of the qualified human resources (QHR) the selection to cover
the needs allows central countries to find a subject on which they have not
invested anything whatsoever; they will only benefit fromitspotential.

Visualizing the great opportunities.

Therecipient country, intheimaginary, isaspacefull of great opportunitiesand
income. The search for the best conditions of life motorize the migratory
movements, whosepolitical, economicand social conseguences, cause, in many
cases, conflict situations in the recipient country. Labor competence might
increase, new shanty towns may appear, an increase of discrimination and
xenophobia, etcetera. It might happen that thelessqualified workersarehharmed
by thelossof jobs, whichwill end upinthehandsof immigrants, orinthedecrease
of their salary.

Some of the positive effects of emigration are related to the commercia
achievements that can be developed and to the remittances. | will stop hereto
discuss this effect that is so trendy nowadays.

The remittances are indicators of the effect of migration. A consequence of
thesocial conflict which expelsgreat contingents of peoplethat send money for
theirfamiliestotry to escapefromtheeconomiccrisis, which, supposedly, would
decrease the private socioeconomic conflict of that family which receives the
money. Itisintended for remittance-receiving societiesto believethat thismoney
will contributeto the general development of theeconomy of the country, but as
amatter of fact, if we observe carefully theamountsthat are received, how they
do this and whom they are directed, we will notice that they do contribute, but
only as a complement to the basic family income of those in most need. | am
prompted to say that if thisamount of money camein asingle pack, it could be
usedtosetinmotionsocial policiesof adifferent kind, but sinceremittancescome
fragmented in as many pieces as migrants send money, they can only be used
for thefamily consumption.

If we use the same equation that the macroeconomic analysts use to get to
know theincome per capitaof acountry, and we divide the received remittance
amount by the amount of population, wewill find that the sumswould only be
enoughto complete, inaminimal way, thebasicfamily income. And despitethe
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fact that thisisaconsiderableamount, especially for thefamiliesin poverty and
extreme poverty situations, it will not solve the problem of the great poor
majorities of our underdevel oped societies.

Theamount of money received from exterior remittancesisstill unknownin
Argentina, giventhefact that, aboveall, no system hasbeen devel opedto control
thiskind of income. Thesamesituation occursinmost L atin American countries,
except inthose casesin which remittancerevenue hasbecome asubstantial part
of the national economy. Suchisthe case of Mexico, Brazil, El Salvador, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Colombia and Ecuador, among others. The
money that is given by hand does not appear in the official records, such asthe
case of relatives or travel friends who visit the recipent country, or when the
money isdelivered by mail, inaparcel or abook. For instance, in 2003, Mexico
received an approximateamount of 14,500 million USD throughremittancesand
by 2005itreceivedamost 22,000 million. 2,700millionUSD arrivedtoDominican
Republicinsaidyear. In2003, Colombiareceived 2,400 million USD through the
same concept and in 2005, 3,800 million. El Salvador informed that in 2003 it
received 2,000 million USD andin 2005t received 2,800 million. In the case of
Guatemalain 2003 therevenueswereof 2,000 million. Inthecaseof Cuba, during
the same year, remittance revenue totaled circa 1,000 million USD, before the
restrictionsimposed by the government of the United Statesfor the delivery of
remittances in general terms. Ecuador received around 1,000 million USD in
2003 and in 2005, 2,260 million USD. All these numbers are mentioned by the
World Bank in different reports. If we take into account the amount of total
population of each country and gross domestic product (GDP), we would
observe that the received figures amount in most cases to 10 percent of the
country’ stotal revenues by production and export.

According to the World Bank, in 2005, remittances of Latin Americansand
peopl e from the Caribbean reached 48,300 million USD.

Among the negative effects of emigration wefind thelossof young working
population, therefore the ageing of the community, the reduction of qualified
human resources, familiar fragmentation and the psychosocial problems that
migration produces, such as those derived from the loss of a member of the
family, and those personal and emotional problems that married couples must
confront due to the physical separation.

Inregardtothecost that thiskind of emigration representsfor thedeveloping
countries, several estimations have tried to amount it. Thus, a project that was
performedin Canadastated that Third World countries contributed with 10,000
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millionUSD inthelast 25years. InHong K ong, thecal cul ation of emigrantsfrom
1987 to 1989 would represent 74,400 man-years of university education. The
cost of human capital appearsthen asatransferencethat countriesin devel opment
perform. Init, onecan quantify thevaluethat thereproduction and capitalization
of such resources represent.

Undoubtedly, and giventhehistorical momentinwhichwelive, themigration
of qualified human resources is an essential part of the concentration of the
intelligenceprojectlead by thecentral countries. Besides, for countrieswhichare
already poor in terms of physical capital the loss of their most val uable human
capital might, one day, constitute one of the most serious obstacles in their
devel opment processes.

Among the positive effects of immigration we find the incorporation of the
labor force, therisein consumption, collection through the payment of taxes.

Among the negative effectswe can mention the problems of integration and
adaptation, labor competition, new shanty cities, increment of discriminationand
xenophobia, fall of the salaries of the domestic workers because of the the
competence with emigrants, selection of the labor force (for instance: Spain’'s
immigration laws). If we add to thisthe fact that governments lack of coherent
social and demographic policies to face the migration problems, and that the
irregular migratory popul ation putspressureonthelabor market, wewill observe
how the effects of the migratory movementshaveanimpact on labor market, on
health systems, on the public services (water, electricity) and on al of the
structures of the gecting and recipient countries.

Althoughthemigrating processimpliesconsiderabl eeffortsand sacrificesfor
the emigrant workers, their suffering does not end when they arrive to their
destination. Onthecontrary, they will haveto dodgegreater obstacles, sincethey
will confront numerous ways of discrimination in the job they perform, the
salaries they receive, in their labor career and in the risks of unemployment
(Stalker, 1994).

Hard work conditionsto achievetheir own support, torecover what waspaid
to the mediators and to help their relatives. The salaries that emigrantsreceive
arelow becausetheir employerstakeadvantageof their illegal conditionandtheir
lack of legal protection. They work morehours, they are not paid what isagreed
and their documents are kept so that they do not complain or leave. In addition
tothis, their labor rightsaredenied, thisincluding unionfreedom. They alsolack
anauthority tofilecomplaintsto out of fear to deportationif they do. Employers,
ontheir side, commit tax evasion, sincetheillegal worker isnot included inthe
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incometax returnandinthesocial security programs. Obstaclesfor their cultural
integration al so appear tothem. They havedifficulty tobecomequalified. These
are some conditions that emigrants face in the recipient countries.

Irregular, illegal or clandestine.

Whenmigratory workersarehired, transported and employedindefiancetolaw,
their fundamental rights and liberties are under higher risks. The massive
poverty, unemployment and subemployment that exist in many developing
countries offer unscrupulous employers and private agents an easy ground for
contracting. In some cases, the secret transfer of workers acquires a crimina
operation nature.

Deprived of legal or socia character, the migratory workers are, by nature,
subject of exploitation. They areat mercy of their employersand can be obliged
toaccept all kinds of jobs, under any labor condition. Intheworst case scenario,
thesituation of themigratory workersissimilartoslavery or forcedlabor. Rarely
do the illegal migratory workers look for justice, fearing to be detected and
expelled, and in many countries they have no right to lodge an appeal against
administrative decisionsthat affect them.

Another way migratory movementsimpact them occursin the displacement
of the national labor from the rural areas, specially the bordering ones, to those
whereillegal immigrantstend to be employed by their efficiency levelsand low
salariesthey earn. Alsoinregardto the Health System, in particular in hospitals
and rural health centers, whose capacity is overwhelmed by the population in
general. Another aspect of this is the return of certain illnesses that were
considered to have been wiped out, since population that enters under illegal
conditionsdoesnot undergo, nor will undergo, sanitary hygienic controlsgiven
their illegal situation. Also, the demand in the educative service and school
enrolment producetheinvasion of municipal and privatelandinandillegal way.
A seriesof activitieslinked totheinformal economy proliferate, gamesof chance
and prostitution, as well as the increase in the trafficking and consumption of
drugs.

From food to the most abstract and intangible uses, such as praying and
particular religiousritual sof theregion of originarepart of theculturewithwhich
emigrantstravel, keeping their social symbolsand recreating spacesto keepit.
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I's integration possible?

When wetalk about integration wethink in the kind of integration and who the
ones who integrate or want to integrate are.

In regard to migrant subjects, integration depends on a set of factorsthat not
only havetheir origininthemigrant and thereci pient community, But they have
that origin within this society, the dominant sectors and the culture constructed
onthebase of aseriesof sociopolitical interestsjoined throughout their history.
An irrefutable proof of this situation can be observed through the different
processesthat our history hasexperienced. The subordinate sectors of the civil
soci ety assimilated aseri esof messages, that conditionedtheir conduct, andthey
weredisciplined progressively totheextent that thetransmission of thoseoriginal
mandates was secured due to the fact that the new generations would be
educated under those precepts.

However, how to integrate a set of people in a society that has not been
educatedfor integration, andthat, inoppositiontothis, hasreceived an education
based on the prejudice towards any non-peer citizen or, at least, similar.

In Argentina, for example, important contingents of foreignershave arrived
from different places of theworld, their reception wasand isvery troublesome.
Thesocia andpolitical rel ationswereestablished withthosewho hadtointegrate
in a society that was eager to incorporate north Europeans. It was later found
that the ones who arrived were from the south, and not only from the south of
Europe. Also, many of the recently arrived were politicized, and did not agree
much with the dominant idiosyncrasy of the oligarchic time (end of the XIX
century and beginning of the X X). Politicianson duty by then could have asked
“we called them, shall we expel them?’. The labor force was needed, and not
all of themweretroublemakers. They hadto besubordinatetothedominantideas
of thetime.

This way, a complex ideological mechanism, from which the native and
migrant popul ationwasfrightened, wasset in motion. Themost dangerouswere
persecuted, and some others were expelled. They discriminated anyone who
could offend the established order by casting doubt onthe* progress’ which had
been very hard to obtain.

But thissocial behavior wasnot aresult of the circumstances. The history of
those who conquered and col onized different regions of theworld wasnot very
different from those formsin which they treated the “other”, since the culture
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they transmitted wasfull of discrimination stories, prejudice, persecutionsand
death. Theonly objectivewastoimposeaspecific political, social and economic
project.

The emigrant will bein Latin Americathe classical addressee of apolitical
discourseinwhich two opposing concepts are linked: exclusion and inclusion.

Numerousstudieson racism and ethnocentrismrevol ve around therejection
of the acceptance, aways related to the ‘diverse'.

From our perspective, the attitude of asociety towardsdiversity respondsto
aseries of deep and complex motivations, that no only operate in the recipient
society, but alsointhe extrasocietal scopetowhichitisrelated and tothe socio-
historical moment that it had to live.

The history of the migratory constitution, the rank, the cultural and
socioeconomic levels and the dominant fantasies of the collective imaginary
about the other play an important role in the conformation of that attitude. We
believethat al those dimensionsareimportant. Thetwofirst dimensionsdefine
the level of attraction of the recipient society, the structural causes that have
configured it as a reference towards the bordering and non-bordering spaces.
Thethird is amore complicated order and requires amore detailed analysis.

Thosewho arrive are excluded, bearers of an original inequality, moreover,
they are expelled who enter into a society, which is not only dominated, but
constituted by theinequality.

InLatin America, theapplication of theNeoliberal political-economicproject
isproducing aprogressive social decomposition that |eads broad sectors of the
society tolimit situationswithwhichthey livetogether, without having achance
toimprovethequality of their life. Thissituation hasdeepened the perceptionthat
itis«outside», abroad, whereonecan manageto beinbetter circumstances. This
image appears mostly in young people, and among them, young people or not,
who have accomplished a university degree. The society and the system that
supports it can not provide an answer to their needs, either are these labor,
economicor political.

The problemsthat are manifested in the labor field are diverse. The number
spaces are increasingly reduced, and the workers that remain or appear create
a competence. The employer plays with the possibility of choosing among
several candidates, some of them with very high accreditations, willing to work
more hoursfor the same salary, and that are able to absorb all the messagesthat
the system imposes, by structuring and conditioning their consciousness.
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“Butlaborisscarceand under theseconditionsonemust accept therules
of thegame”. Therateof unempl oyment and suboccupation continuesincreasing,
aboveall if wetakeinto account that thereareregions, citiesand townsinwhich
surveys that give an account of this problem are not performed, where the
poverty situationisvery important dueto theclosing of industriesand sourcesof
employment in general, or by climatic disasters.

The 58 Latin Americansthat leave every hour their countriesin the search
of a better future expose the failure of the social and economic policies of the
region, and constitute the weft of a new cultural racial mix. These Latin
Americans, 1,388 per day, 500,000 every year, leave their countries “with no
intention of coming back”, as the Migrations and childhood (Migracion y
nifiez) report concludes: undoing the future, performed by the Consultancy for
the Human Rights and Displacement (Codhes) of Colombia.

By way of example one could highlight the migrations of the following
countries.

In the case of Ecuador, the emigration with predominant rural origin is of
about 530,000 people, which would have left and not returned to their country
fromJanuary 1992to April 2001, fromthem, 350,000would haveleftinthethree
previousyears. Until 1997, they weremiddle classand independent workers, as
well asfarmersin alower number. The reasons are related to the effectsin the
salary and thelevel sof unemployment inthetransformation processof the State
and the adjustment in the private companies. After 1998, the emigration was
mainly feed by rural indigenous sectors. The main destination of thismigration
is Spain and the United States.

In Venezuela, a country that until the decade of the 70’s had a high
immigrationlevel, firstly European and then Latin American, theemigrationis
mainly of middleclass, withahigheducationlevel, professional. Thereasonsare
relatedtothecritical socioeconomicsituation, aproduct of thepalitical conflicts
which were triggered by the clash between the government and the traditional
dominant economic sectors. Social insecurity, increasing violence, highlevel of
unemployment and suboccupation, especially since the three-month general
strikeinthe corporate sector started. Thefundamental destiniesof theemigrants
aretheU.S,, Italy, Spain and Portugal (double citizenship).

In Colombia, violence and the economic crisis have been the reasons of the
gjection. Between 1996 and 2001, 1,36 million peopleleftanddid not return. The
mainrecipient countriesweretheU.S., Spain, CanadaandV enezuela. Inthislast
country, 186 thousand Colombians have already regularized their situation,
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whereas 400, 000 expect to obtain the citizenship, and around 640, 000 have an
illegal status.*

Also in the recent three years two million Brazilians emigrated to Europe,
Japan and U.S., mainly.

In Argentina, the emigration soared with the economic col lapse of therecent
years. Since1950, theannual figureof emigrantswaskept in 12,000, but between
2000 and 2002 around 200,000 peopleleft Argentina.

For Dominican Republic, emigrationiscal culatedinaround 900,000 people,
which contrasts with 450,000 who entered in this country from Haiti.

These numbers convert Latin Americain the region of the world with most
growth in terms of migration. In the recent decade, the equivalent to the
population of Peru, about 25 million people, immigratedtotheU.S. and Europe,
and in alower proportion to neighboring countries.

Present and future of the migrations to Latin America.

As aresult of awork of observation, research and analysis of the migratory
phenomenonthat | haveperformed throughout L atin Americaand Europe, anew
processarises. It has started to evolve and tendsto be significant in the medium
term: theimmigration of middle, middle-highand high-classEuropeanstoLatin
America. The region own an immense territory, a great amount of natural
resourcesandfew population. Therefore, it appearstobean excellent destination
forthosewho, inthefaceof ageing of their region of originand thelack of natural
resources, see it as an option to improve their quality of life. In contrast to the
migrationsof thebeginning of the XX century, thesemovementsare, for thetime
being, not very significant, but they set an increasing tendency and are not
produced as aresult of the economic crisis, lack of work or to ‘ make America' .
On the contrary, the new emigrants have a high purchasing power and |ook for
a space where to maintain agood and quiet quality of life. With the value of a
property of any western European city, one can buy aconsiderable extension of
land, build ahouse, or buy it and live very well.

Let us assume that Latin America is, by and large, highly attractive for
investment on scarce goods, such asland, energy and aboveall water. Theseare
goodsthat inturn, generate scarcity inthefirst or old world. For instance, atime
of great andlongdrought inthesouth of France, Spain, Portugal and Italy, among

1 National Plan for Foreigner’s Regulation Foreigner’s control of the Identification and Immigration
Office of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
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other countries, produced huge losses and animportant increasein the prices of
foodstuffs. Thus, such scarcity isannounced to the population so that it become
aware to consume less, since they have to be prepared for future droughts,
controlling their use and consumption. In view of thisreality, we can predict a
very complicated futurefor the economies of those regions. This shows us how
problemsderived fromtheshortageof water anditsimplicationscausetheregion
of Latin Americaand the Caribbean to look as the reservoir, or the new abode
for thoseinhabitantsof aworld that iscracking. Already in 1991, Wright R. and
Mac Manis, in their book Futuro imperfecto (Imperfect future) stated the urban
explosion and conflicts that this phenomenon produces and will produce. If in
addition to this we observe the constant increase of the migrations from the
periphery towards central countries, and theresult of it in terms of coexistence
and consumption. One can consider that the spaces of our continent appear as
suitablefor anew mobhility of subjectsthat have significant economic power, in
comparative terms, which allow them to settle down without having problems,
and with higher convenience and security to that which they haveand will have
in their countries of origin. We shall not forget projects such as that presented
by the Japanese government to the Argentinean government to move their
pensionersinto an Argentinean region.

In this respect, buying land with European, North American and Japanese
capital inthecontinentistooccur. Repsol, anticipatingtheoil exhaustion, started
to buy land in the Provincia de Neuquén, Argentina, for farming exploitation,
specifically for the production of wine. | dare say that the intention, beyond the
vinicultural production, isto generate spaces where urban environments are to
bebuilt for thesefutureimmigrants, of middleand high class, that can not livein
their countries of origin as a product of scarcity. The purchase of land and
property in Central Americaand the Caribbean, where economic activitiesare
taking place, especially inthecoastal zones, andthebuying of landintheAmazon
by Japan, for themto “protect us’ from narco-traffic and terrorismin Colombia
and alsothe purchasing of land recently in Paraguay, areaclear indication of the
planning of what our subcontinent should be in the near future.

The list of examples on how our region is being incorporated to the new
recol oni zation project woul d belong. But thereisno doubt that thisphenomenon,
in one way or another will bring new migratory flowsto our territories.

Inthissituation, it’ sworth asking ourselves, are we prepared to incorporate
these contingents of migrants? After all the problems we have to get into their
countries, how do we currently receive and will receive all those who decideto
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migrateto our continent? Theworld of thenext yearswill bring new conflictsand
our Latin America must be prepared and on guard to mitigate the impact that
these movementswill produce.

Final observations

The guiding messages to influence opinion which contribute to shape the
mentality fromthedominant or hegemonicideol ogy of themajority sectorsof the
society concerning the social functioning affect almost all social sectors, even
those doing research on social topics.

The media are in charge of introducing those ideas in the sociocultural
imaginary and they end up being accepted and agreed by consensusin genera
asreal, athough in many timesthey are nothing morethanillusionsor lies.

Thethird hypothesis stated by Susana Neuhaus in the work Reflections on
authoritarianism(Reflexionessobreautoritarismo), isappropriateto summarize
what has been set out:

This state of thingsis supported on general consumption, which acceptsthefiction
of democracy (the democratic formality that hides inequality and the authoritarian
character of thereal power) aconsensusled through anideological penetration that
makesthecitizen keep acommonillusion (Neuhaus, 1986).

The hegemonic discourse indeed denies the reality, fantasizes with the
development, misleads with the openness (since it is not for everyone), and
shows a very different image of a country to the world, different to that real.

States show scant interest in the study of the importance of these human
resourcestrained in the country, but this does not become part of the discourse,
whichfunctionsthroughthefantasiesunderstood as‘ social representations’ that
work asideological mediators.

The presence of the mediain the construction of these social representations
isessential, above al if we bear in mind that they cover atopic up to the extent
that it can generate appealing news by its ‘dramatic and original’ content. But
at no moment do these news go into the deeper causes of the phenomenon, and
when the‘exclusive’ isexhaust, they stop being concerned about the situation.

“Therewherethemigratory model shavelong data, migration hassuchadeep
influence that it can become a national institution and part of the collective
psyche” (King, undated).
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These practices, common in the media, should not be surprising, but the
manipulation of theinformation, and in some cases its hiding, should make us
reflect how the opinion of asociety can become acquai nted with them and other
conflictive situations, that despite the fact that they may seem to have been
overcome, or at | east to beshowninthat way, they arelatent sincethereal causes
that cause them have not been solved.

TheNeoliberal responseissimplisticand deceptive: it promisesmoremarket
when, infact, itisinthemarketitself wheretherootsof exclusion andinequality
lie. It isin the market where exclusion and inequality reproduce and expand.
Neoliberalism does not say anything on how to act against the structural causes
of poverty; onthecontrary, it intensifiesthem (Gentili, 1996: 54-61).

What has allowed this system to continue functioning on aday-to-day basis
is the construction of a series of representations that introduce a sociocultural
imaginary that conditions the subjects. This influence is produced to such an
extent that makesthem to operate with the common sense asbulwark of avague
and fragmented knowledge, without soundness, non-critical and superficial.
Theserepresentations, mani pul ated by themediamessages, |ead their consciences
through pathsthat generatean unthinking consensus, outlined by thetechnocracy
that serves the purposes of the dominant elite.

The social imaginary establishes meanings to unite the socia subjects,
directingthesubjectivitiesto construct realitiesand create by thisdepending and
submissive personalities, followers of animposed project, who play arole that
belongs to the script written by others, being carried away by the events.

In this situation, the individualist activity goes beyond any possibility of
collective construction, expressed through the rupture with the other, the
narcissismand thedehumani zing connection withtheenvironment, among other
things.

In the words of Blas de Santos,

Theuncertainty about thefuturerejectsthe connectionwith any project that exceeds
the certainty in the solution by one’ sown initiative and the mistrust in the collective
projects. These last ones have been assimilated traumatically with thefailure of the
populist economies and the ruthless reprisal that the change to the direct action set
off, when the great masses believed that the moment had cometo taketheinto their
own problem, without expecting sol utionsfrom thosewho did not suffer them (Blas
deSantos, 1995: 38).
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At the present time, solutions hardly depend on some political actions. Not
solved conflicts which tend to expel the population from Latin Americato the
First World countriesrespond mainly to themodel. Themain purposeisthat the
excluded do not bother. Thus, thefantasi esassociated to migration end up being
functional to the objectives of the project of the model that controls us; thisis
hegemony.

Theonly way to reverse this processisto open new sources of employment
and to encourage creativity and development of critical thought, whilewework
on the transformation of the ruling system that controls us and subordinates us
toanunequal and exclusiveculture, which, according to Finkielkraut (1994) has
been taken over by the savagery.

In the shade of this great word, intolerance increases, at the same time that
childishness does. When it is not the case that cultural identity contains the
individual initscultural sphere, and under high treason penalty, accessto doubt,
toirony, to reason rejectsit, accessto anything that could takeit away from the
collectivewomb, it’ sthe leisure industry, this creation of the technical agethat
reducestotrash theworksof thespirit (asitissaidintheU.S. on entertainment).
Andlifeled by thethought givesinslowly itsplaceto theterribleand ridiculous
face to face of the fanatic and the zombie (Finkielkraut, 1994: 139).
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