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Public transport systems

Existing public transport operating in Siquijor
island can be grouped in two categories: fixed-route
services (bus, jeepney and easyride), and door-to-
door services (habalhabal and tricycle).

Buses and jeepneys operating in the island are
similar in terms of their passenger capacity, servic-
esand fare. The size of buses operating is very small
{capacity of 42 seats). Only four minibuses are op-
erating on the Larena - Lazi (via Enrique Villanueva
and Maria) route and daily provide around eight
trips in each direction. Two existing jeepney routes
are Siquijor - San Juan - Lazi and Larena - Enrique
Villanueva - Maria - Lazi. Only 15 jeepneys are op-
erating on the Siquijor - Lazi route while 24 on the
Larena - Lazi route provide around 16 trips daily in
each direction. Both the bus and jeepney stop fre-
quently at any time and any place if a passenger
wants to get off (alight) or on (board), which signifi-
cantly affects the travel time and operation speed of
vehicles. Average trip time for a distance of 30 km
between Larena and Lazi (via Maria) is 90 minutes
on bus and 90 to 120 minutes on jeepney. Though
the operators of bus and jeepney had decided on
a headway of 30 minutes for both routes and in
each direction, in practice, drivers wait more time
(making delay) in order to get more passengers.
The fare is determined by the Land Transportation
Franchise and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) on a per
km rate. Standard fare for a jeepney from Siquijor
Poblacion to San Juan Poblacion {about 12 km) is
P12 whilst for bus from Larena Poblacion to Enrique
Villanueva Poblacion {about 13 km) is P13. The fare
is same for both jeepney and bus and their service
level is also similar.

Easyride is faster than jeepney or bus and a com-
mon mode on the national road of Siquijor, Larena,
Enrique Villanueva, and San Juan municipalities.
The LARSIQSANMODE Association registered 97
easyrides for operating on the Larena - Siquijor -
San Juan route; however not all are operating now.
Usually there are 40 trips in each direction every day
between Siquijor and Larena by easyride, taking 30
to 40 minutes for a distance of 12 km. Observation
of easyrides at Siquijor terminal gave an average
headway of 35 minutes. Despite the permission for
operating easyride only up to San Juan Poblacion;
sometimes they go up to barangay Catulayan, 8 ki

further ahead on the border of San Juan (Figure 1).
On the other hand, around 25 easyrides are oper-
ating on the Larena - Enrique Villanueva route and
every day provide around 20 trips in each direction
with an average headway of 18 minutes. However,
more frequent service {i.e. headway less than 10
minutes) on easyrides is available in the morning,
particularly between 8:00 am and 9:00 am. This
is due to heavy demand created by the large num-
ber of students travelling to their college in Larena.
Despite the permission to operate up to Enrique
Villanueva Poblacion, as with the other route,
they operate 6 km ahead up to barangay Lotloton.
Between Larena and Enrique Villanueva Poblacion,
a distance of 12 km, easyride takes around 30-40
minutes with a fare of P8. Usually easyrides are
available between 6:00 am and 6:00 pm and there
is no specific time-schedule or stopping points.

Tricycle is suitable for short-distance trips in
less hilly areas and provides door-to-door services
between 6:00 am and 6:00 pm. However, sometimes
a few of them operate on certain fixed routes. About
302 tricycles are operating on the island and play
a major role in transport in and around Siquijor
Poblacion and Larena Poblacion (RAHMAN, 2008).
Because of the hilly topography, very few tricy-
cles are operating in the municipality of Enrique
Villanueva, Maria, and Lazi. Fares for tricycles are
determined by the local government unit {(LGU) on a
km rate basis. However, the driver of a tricycle usu-
ally determines the fare depending on the number
of passengers riding - higher for single passengers
while less if shared with others.

Habalhabal is the only mode which is accessible
in mountainous areas where other modes {i.e. bus,
jeepney, easyride, tricycle) are not accessible, and in
each and every part of the island even where other
modes are also operating. There are about 674 ha-
balhabal in the island {RAHMAN, 2007a), available
for a ride at any time; however, a very high fare {de-
pending on bargain) is applied after 6:00 pm. Even
though fares of habalhabal are not fixed, the driv-
ers almost always follow a similar fare structure.
The per km fare is higher for longer distance trips
compared with shorter ones. Interestingly, the fare
for the same distance uphill is more than downhill;
e.g. Poblacion Siquijor to Ponong is P20 while in
the reverse direction it is P15. Fares on habalhabal
are much higher compared with other modes. For
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trip frequency; while housewives, business peaple,
and farmers have lower frequency of trips.

Multiple or connected trips on the island are
very few, only 6% of the total. Moreover, the resi-
dence as the origin of the first trip and the destina-
tion of the second trip (in more than 92% of cas-
es), indicates that the trips are “home-bound” The
major destinations are commercial centres {24%)
and educational centres {18%), and subsequently
the major trip purposes are work (23%), shopping
(20%) and education (14%). The majority of trips
originate from home and start between 7:00 am
and 10:00 am whilst the return trips to home are
around noon and between 4:00 pm and 5:00 pm.
Though average trip distance is 5.36 km, almost
35% trips are shorter than 1 km and only 4% are
longer than 15 km.

Modal share of trips reveal that 33% are
walked, 23% by private vehicles {i.e. motorcycle,
car, van, etc.), and 44% on public transport modes
{14% habalhabal, 15% tricycle, 7% easyride, 7%
jeepney, and only 1% bus). The high portion of
walking trips in Siquijor island is because almost
half of the respondents (42%) mentioned that usu-
ally they walk if there is not any available public
transport; as noted earlier that 35% of trips are
shorter than 1 km which could be travelled easily
by walking.

The respondents had been asked the reason for
using their travel mode and almost half of them
mentioned either ‘unavailability of any other mode’
or ‘convenient’. However, the reasons are diverse;
for instance, ‘short distance’, ‘have no money’ or
‘no transport available’ are given by pedestrians,
whilst ‘convenient’ or ‘have family, hence cheaper’
are given for private vehicles. On the other hand,
habalhabal users mostly mentioned “unavailability
of any other mode’ or ‘go[es] close to destination’
or less waiting time” while tricycle users mentioned
‘less waiting time’. In contrast, ‘safety’ or ‘less travel
time’ or ‘less waiting time’ for easyride; ‘cheaper’ or
‘comfort’ for jeepney; and ‘comfort’ or ‘safety’ for
bus have been reported by the majority of passen-
gers. Whatever, a Chi-Square test showed a signifi-
cant difference between gender and travel mode -
among the tricycle, easyride, and jeepney users the
number of women is more than men, whilst reverse
is true for habalhabal passengers and pedestrians.

Trip characteristics

Each individual trip had been considered in
the analysis of trip characteristics and there were
a total of 904 trips. Trip distance reveals that the
public transport modes dominate for distances
between 1 and 15 km ({Figure 2). Surprisingly,
trips on private vehicles have been found for very
short distances such as less than 0.2 km {though
of course in very few cases). However, the num-
ber of trips on private vehicles increases if the
trip distance is longer. For instance, the number
of trips by private vehicle is more than that of
public transport when the distance is over 15 km.
The number of trips on public transport increas-
es over walking if the distance is more than 1 km
and that trend continues. Though the walking
limit is 5 km, almost §0% of walking trips are less
than 2 km and the percentage of walking trips de-
creases dramatically if the distance is more than
1 km (Figure 3).

Trips on public transport modes reveal that all
the trips within 0.5 km are made only on habalha-
bal or tricycle; and there is no trip on jeepney or
bus for a distance of less than 2 km {Figure 4). The
trips between 10 and 15 km distance are mostly
made on easyride. Even though habalhabal trips
are available both for short and long distance, the
majority {88%) are between 1 and 10 km. Despite
the majority of tricycle trips {41%) being less than
1 km, the number of walking trips is still much
higher than tricycle over this distance range.

No significant relationship was found between
income and choice of public transport mode in
Siquijor island. However, most of the students ride
tricycles or easyrides while very few of them walk
or use buses. This indicates that students may pre-
fer faster transport with less waiting time. Almost
56% of trip makers do not need to wait for travel
as they are either walking or using a private ve-
hicle. The waiting time for public transport was
found to be higher for the trips with longer travel
time; however, a few trips over shorter distances
involved a long waiting time. For instance, few pas-
sengers reported that they had to wait 40 to 60
minutes or even 60 to 120 minutes for a trip of less
than 5 km or a journey of 20 to 40 minutes or even
5 to 20 minutes.
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Easyride users mostly live in Poblacion or coastal
areas in the municipality of Siquijor, Larena, San Juan
and Enrique Villanueva. Frequency of easyride usage
is either once a week or one to two times per month
for most of the users. Though it is available at home
or work for a few, about two-thirds have to walk or
ride habalhabal (for various distances) towards the
nearest main road or terminal to catch the easyride.
Despite a waiting time reported by more than 90% of
either five to 20 minutes or 20 to 40 minutes, almost
all the respondents are ‘very happy’ about the com-
fort, safety, and availability of easyride.

Jeepney users are spread throughout the island
and their frequency of usage is similar to users of
easyride - once per week or one to two times per
month for the majority. Two-thirds of the jeepney us-
ers have to go to the nearby main road or terminal
to catch a jeepney, and mostly they walk. Often they
have to wait 40 to 60 minutes and are consequently
‘not happy’ about availability. Nevertheless, more
than 90% of the passengers are very happy about the
safety and comfort of jeepney.

Bus passengers mostly live in the municipalities
of Larena, Enrique Villanueva, Maria, and Lazi; and
the frequency of usage is very rare - only one or two

times per month for the majority. More than 75% of
bus passengers also have to go towards the main road
or terminal to catch one and have to wait 40 to 60 min-
utes, similar to jeepney passengers. As with jeepney,
the majority of bus passengers are very happy about
safety and comfort despite its poor availability.

To explore the most preferable public transport
mode for the island, the respondents were asked
which mode they like most. Among the available pub-
lic transport, the most preferable mode was habalhabal
(32%) followed by easyride (30%) and tricycle (17%).
However, it should be noted that habalhabal has been
reported mostly by the people who have no other mode
available for travel. For this reason, of those who men-
tioned habalhabal as the most preferable mode, more
than half of them reported that they would not use it if
there were jeepney, easyride or bus services available.

Hence, it is important to look at the causes behind
the preferences (Table 1). The majority mentioned
‘availability” and ‘comfort” while the rest also point-
ed to ‘safety’, ‘less travel time’, ‘less waiting time’ and
‘cheaper” as reasons. To some extent, this is similar
to the study findings of Andaleeb (2007), who found
‘comfort level’ and ‘waiting facilities” have significant
effects on bus passengers’ satisfaction in developing

Table 1 - Most preferable public transport mode and the reason for preference

Best preference

Reason
Habalhabal Tricycle Easyride Jeepney Bus Total
Cheaper 4 20 4 28
Only aveilable 54 14 5 b 79
Nearby available /) ] 3
Comfortable i 4 46 b 12 70
Sufe /Less acddent ] 8 3 ] 13
Go all places (dlose to destination) 13 16 | 30
Fast/Less travel fime 15 7 1 23
Less waiting fime ? 4 10 14
Own,/Family have 1 1 i
More space/Carry goods 2 ? ] 5
Conyenisnt | 5 | !
More people {inferaction) ] 1 )
Total 90 48 83 38 19 2/8

Source; RAHMAN, 70070,

Noe: Valuz in the cells represents the frequency of the respondents. Emply cell means no respondent mentioned about that.
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