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ABSTRACT

nuiin lbor mre condiion rouou in Americ, lon i ull cor in counrie 
uc  e nied e, oin o coninued nd increed illed mirion rom in Americ e 
oto o eedcated aadoan atemaan eian eneean aiian and ei
can in eac o bette income and caee oppotnitie i e noted. et impotant aitatie 
dieence eit in tem o o doe and impotant in ti contet o does not emiate and 
why Dain on inteie data it eican poeiona in eico it in ti atice I et 
tat ocia neto teo i incient o ndetandin ied miation om eico. ocin 
on toe o ta beind I oe intead a ociocta ameo one tat empaie indiida 
on dicie endein and tat acnoede tat indiida deciion not o mire re rooed 
in cabaed dipoition cta beie and ocia pactice.
  eico ied miation miation deciionmain poce cta oic ocia ca.

RESUMEN

l debilimieno de l condicione del mercdo de rbjo en inomric, dem de lo core de 
ataccin en pae como tado nido indican e a miacin caicada contina  e incemen
ta.  o de aida de aadoeo atemateco peano eneoano baieo  meicano 
bien pepaado en bca de meoe aaio  opotnidade de deaoo en  caea e eidente. 
An a eiten impotante dieencia caitatia en tmino de in  ao m impotante en 
ete conteto in no emia  po . A pati de n tabao con dato de enteita con poe
ionita meicano en a idad de ico en ete atco e iee e a teoa ocia de ede e 
inciente paa entende a miacin caicada dede ico.  enoe e centa en iene e 
edan  e oece en a de n maco ociocta no e enatia a pepectia popia de 
dico de o indiido  e econoce e a deciione indiidae de no mia e encentan 
enaiada en itacione baada en a cae a ceencia ctae  a pctica ociae.
  ico miacin caicada poceo de toma de deciione miatoia ica c
url, cle ocil

To Emigrate or Not to Emigrate: 
A Sociocultural Understanding 

Of Mexican Professionals’ Logic of (Im)mobility
Emigrar o no emigrar: una interpretación sociocultural de la lógica 

de (in)movilidad de los profesionistas mexicanos 

Carmen Henne-OCHOa*

 Dieit and Incion eo Oce o te Aociate oot o Dieit cne nieit co004
bucnelledu

Norteamérica 11/2.indb   31 12/16/16   12:35 PM



32 (DOI: 10.20999/nam.2016.b002)

Carmen Henne-OCHOa
nOrTeamriCa

INTRODUCTION

aniin abo maet condition and imitation to te deeopment o eeac 
cience and tecnoo in contie toot atin Ameica a e a te p 
acto peent in deeoped contie epecia in te nited tate point to te 
erience o illed mirion rom in Americ iOm, 2009 atne iao n.d. 
OeCd-undesa, 2013. Accodin to te Intenationa Oaniation o iation iOm)
2009 atin Ameica and te aibbean i te aea o te od it te iet ea
tie ot o ied miant om 1990 to 200. In te Andean eion aone te 
nmbe o ied miant oaed 162 pecent din ti peiod eneea and 
e in patica itneed a inicant e 216 and 1 pecent epectie.

e inceae o ied miation b eion and cont can ao be appeciated 
b eaminin miation ate.1 timate o 200 et tat te emiation ate 
o  aado icaaa onda and atemaa ee 31.6 31 25.4 and 25.3 
pecent epectie iOm, 2009: 20. oee te oto o eedcated atin 
Ameican in eac o bette income and caee oppotnitie i not conned to 
mae pooe and/o moe ioated contie. Indeed in te atin Ameican and 
aibbean contet eico contibte a inicant ae to otmiation. Depite 
it compaatie oe emiation ate 16 pecent eico poide te aet 
toc o ied miant mot to te nited tate iOm, 2009: 19. And noee i 
te concen oe eico fuga de cerebros, or brin drin, more ronounced n 
inide it e on bode.

e it o inteecta capita om eico a on been pbic epeed 
and debated. coa and poitica pndit enea econie to ae in te e
od o poeiona om eico A oe and ittcen n.d.. e t pan 
te ea 192 to 196 a peiod maed b poond tcta adtment ide
pead piatiation o tate m abo maet deeation and ca ateit 
tat not on ent te econom into a ee a bt ao man middeca eican to 
te nited tate anada and pain abb 2001 eae 200. e econd po
nonced eod too pace din icente o adminitation 20042006 en 
empoment oppotnitie o poeiona tanated A oe and ittcen 
n.d.. ocin on o at to ea in oce dit bieta aca om te unam

Intitte o ocia Reeac oied pbic abot te emiation o inteecta 
cil, noin  en o ound o roeionl nd rdue deree older 

1 iation ate indicate te pecentae o ied peope om a pecic cont o eide in a oein 
cont. In ote od en one eamine emiation rates one i eentia ain te etion: o 
lre or mll i e number o ouoin illed eole comred o e number o eole i e me 
edcationa ee o emain in tei cont o oiin
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emiated om eico to pace ie te nited tate anada ance and ema
n eae 200. coin ti concen ia and oina 200 epot tat om 
2000 to 2005 te ae o ne miant to te .. it ie edcation ic in
cde toe it baceo mate and poeiona deee in aea ie a and 
medicine a e a doctoa deee inceaed om 3.2 to 4.4 pecent. In abote 
nmbe te etimated tat ti tanated into aeae anna o o te 2000
2005 peiod o it oe 20 000 nieitedcated indiida.

itte etion eit a to te inceae in te ome o i ied eican 
emiant emen 2014 amoeo 2009 ia and oina 200 mot o 
om ae detined o te nited tate. emen 2014 o poide a decade
on ie et tat beteen 2000 and 2010 te ae o ied eican in te 
.. e om  pecent to 19 pecent. ti a nmbe o aication it epect 
to c ot ae impotant to iit patica i one i to ae o in
tance te pobem o bain dain o te deee to ic eican poeiona 
a compaed to tei ote atin Ameican contepat emiate o not. it e
pect to te ome e mit conide tat appoimate onet o eico ni
eitedcated popation ie aboad emen 2014. emen  2014 te 
note tat ato not neiibe ti tatitic doe not contitte a inicant 
aitatie it in ied miation. In tem o te atte ot Ameican miant 
and in patica eian tend to be moe edcationa selected emi in e 
oiina tan eican miant aenaa and en 2010: 19. oeoe emia
tion ate indicate tat in 1990 2000 and etimate o 200  aado and ond
a o intance ad inicant ie emiation ate tan eico iOm, 2009.2
oe ecent accodin to OeCd tatitic om 2010/2011 pbied 2013 te emi
ation ate o eico i edcated a 6 pecent compaed to 19.6 1.2 and 
13. pecent o  aado atemaa and onda epectie.

i cenaio be an impotant etion. ompaed to tei ot Ameican 
contepat at accont o te inicant oe ate o eico ied mia
ion o e nied e i ueion, e ocu o i ricle, become ll e more 
compein en e conide bot te eoapica poimit aed b te .. 
and eico a e a te on ito o miation om eico to te .. Indeed 
te amption i e oten tat in a itation o economic adip and e tan 
optima o o caee popect eican and in patica an eican o po
ee te nancia man and ocia capita to miate to te nited tate i 

2 ma contie poide te iet pecentae o ied abo iin aboad. On te conta contie 
it te oet ate o ied miation tend to be te mot popated c a ai Aentina enee
a e and ie. eico i te on eception to te e: ie it i te econd mot popated cont 
in te eion 16 pecent o it ied abo eide aboad main in te .. iOm 2009.
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n o or ill do o i umion i roblemic or  number o reon, one o 
ic i o ndeetimation o te tendenc o ied eican to miate dometi
ca. emen 2014: 5 o intance obee tat tee i no eate tendenc o 
eican ied oe to miate beteen contie tan beteen eican tate. 
oeoe te pemption tat an eican o poee te nancia man 
nd ocil ereil o mire o e  ill n o or ill do o inore imor
tant ociocta apect o te miation deciionmain poce. ooin om 
te od o De on 2000 it inoe te expectations ied eican od abot te 
adantae o tei ome commnit and te epected poibe diadantae o 
te detination commnit in ti cae te nited tate.

ee in eaminin eico oe ate o ied miation to te .. I moe 
beond caica ameo tat teoie miation deciionmain pocee at 
te indiida o oeod ee pecica at i aio eeed to a ocia 
neto teo cain miation and cmatie caation ande and ae 2002 
acDonad and acDonad 194 ae 19 ae Dand and aone 
2002 i and on 196. Intead I epand pon a ociocta ameo tat 
pt a pioit on indiida on dicie endein o emainin at ome. 
Dain on inteie data a ccia point I ndecoe toot ti atice i 
 e deciion not to emiate o at De on 2000 ca te stay decision e 
mc ie te detemination to eae o te move decision i a oen and ieci 
2011 apt note an epicit deciion. i stay decision moeoe i one tat i n
damenta ooted in indiida cabaed dipoition tei ocia pactice 
nd culurl belie

LITERATURE

In eico te it o inteecta capita i a ecin ie tat intemittent di
er nd reer on e ublic end in li o lrmin iic uirn 
2009 o intance cite tatitic om te Encuesta Continua de Población Onoin 
opation e to te tat te mot inicant eatie o amon eican 
inoe toe o ae te iet ee o edcation. eico bain dain e 
note mean tat 442 000 eican iin in te nited tate ae a baceo de
ee and appoimate 110 000 ae a mate o a doctoate. In addition to toe 
it deee a toc o 11 000 eican eide in te nited tate o ae ome 
nieit edcation bt ae not competed tei deee. In 200 abot  pecent 
o te een miion eican it adanced deee ied in te nited tate 
Roenbm et a. 2012. 
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On te one and eico bain dain i amed a an aamin ie and a 
detimenta to eico economic deeopment popect amoeo 2009 e
ae 200 ine 2004 ia and oina 200. In te od o ia and o
ina eico inceain o o iied abo ceate a icio cice beteen 
deeopment and miation.e cont i oin bit mind tat mit oteie 
ae poided innoation and acceeated tecnooica poe in eico 200: 
1. On te ote and ote ee ied miation not a a eom ame ee 
te miation o indiida it man capita i amed a o o a necea
i a neatie poce. emen 2014: 2 o intance maintain tat ied abo 
mobiit can inceae te ied o man capita inetment and moeoe inte
act it te incentie to inet in edcation in a a tat can conet eican 
bain dain into a bain ain ee ao oce ta and ao 2009 cenie 
and Rapopot 2010. temoe emen 2014 cation on te  to oetate 
ied miation om eico and in patica et ot to adde te inceaed 
i action amon eico.. miant aid to ae inceaed beteen 2000 and 
2010 om  pecent to 19 pecent.

aio intitie acto emen 2014 note ae aped ied miation 
o and patten. o intance 29 pecent o te ot in te ied ae i e
pained b te act tat man o te emiant aied in te .. a mino and ee 
t edcated in te nited tate not in eico. And in act e ndecoe tat te 
ate o ot beteen 2000 and 2010 diminie i on te peope o aied to 
te nited tate ate te ae o 1 ae taen into accont. In addition 2.5 pecent 
o te ot i de to te act tat beteen 2000 and 2010 te nempoment ate 
e mc moe amon nied eican tan amon ied eican. i 
tend emen 2014:  maintain tend to ao ied miation eatie to n
ied miation it ti tendenc eein it te tabiiation o empoment. 
ina 10.4 pecent o te ot can be attibted to te act tat a indicated b 
iia and acedo 2013 om 2000 to 2010 inetment in edcation meant tat 
te edcationa ee o te eican abo oce enea e.  te incentie 
o ied eican to emiate i a te moe pononced in a itation in ic 
eico pp o edcated indiida i oin amot e time ate tan 
oea popation ot bt in ic dometic oppotnitie o poeiona ae 
not eepin p it pp ia and oina 200. aen toete tee acto 
epain o totid o te pemed ot ate o eican ied miation 
to te nited tate beteen 2000 and 2010 and t accodin to emen 2014:  
do notin to ate te ndamenta dnamic tat die ied miation.

ie ome coa ae been peoccpied it te ot o eican ied 
miation ote incdin aenaa and en 2010 ae concened it te aiation 
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o ied miation aco contie in atin Ameica. In patica tee ato ae 
concened it te inicant dieence beteen te i ee o eian and 
eican emiant. e eatie i edcationa ee o ot Ameican emi
ant o eampe contat ta it tat o eican emiant. Accodin to te 
2000 .. en 59 pecent o peon in te nited tate o ee bon in Aen
tina 53 pecent o toe bon in e 46 pecent o ee bon in ombia and 3 
ercen o oe born in cudor d ome collee educion Amon oe in e 
nited tate o ee bon in eico on 14 pecent ad attended coee ae
naa and en 2010. temoe eian miant ae tice a edcated a ei
can miant 14. and 6.2 ea epectie. And a capted b te ie atio 
beteen te cooin o miant and nonmiant eian ae ao moe select-
ed empai in te oiina tan eican emiant aenaa and en 2010: 19. 

In it o te aboe aenaa and en 2010: 19 etion why uc n edu
cationa dieentia eit. ie te acnoede tat te do not  nde
tand tee i c a ae dieence beteen e and eico in eac 
ettin te accont o it b ocin on miant ocia capita. at i te n
detand te peence deeopment and nate o miant neto a ccia o 
deteminin o eae and o doe not. aenaa and en epanation i no 
dobt btteed b pominent tdie o intenationa miation to te .. patic
a ae etenie tdie ee o intance 19 1990 and toe o ae 
and coeae ee ande and ae 2002 ae Dand and aone 2002. 
ee tdie ndecoe tat ie intenationa miation ma oiinate in te 
tcte o endin and eceiin ocietieonce it a ben it eenta dee
op a ocia inatcte tat enabe moement on a ma bai ae 19: 
133. oeoe ae maintain tat ti moement i made poibe b ite o 
poein at odie and acant 1992: 119 ca a dabe neto o moe 
o e intittionaied eationip o mta acaintance and econition. 

Indeed a aenaa and en 2010: 19 note eian miant ai om te 
pad mobie middeca. eian miant i edcationa ee can be 
epained b tei acce to and e o eatie ecent abeit eetabied 
ocia neto tat tend to epicate tei on edcationa caacteitic. In te 
eican contet oee miant ae itoica been poo and nedcated. 
eeoe ae a a coneence o ti ito ocia capita opeate to in
ence te moement not o educed roeionl bu o oor, uneduced, nd, o
ten ndocmented miant. oneent aenaa and en 2010 impicit 
dedce tat compaatie peain eico oe ate o ied miant ma 
be epained in tem o te abence o c neto tat ae oteie itoi
ca eped oeca eican miate to and ette in te nited tate.
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ocia capita te apice o miation i and on 196 and cma
tie caation ande and ae 2002 i no dobt centa to ndetandin mi
ation dnamic. A aenaa and en 2010 eeac et it i patica 
e to ndetandin eian poeiona miation patten. I popoe o
ee tat te impicit dedction tat et tat eican poeiona ac o 
ocia neto mit accont o eico compaatie oe ate o ied mi
ation doe not o accont o ied miation patten in te eican con
tet. It i impotant to acnoede o eampe tat ie ied miant ma 
not ae acce to te ame ind o obt ami neto tat ae on been 
aaiabe to eedcated eican poeiona neto man o tem eten
ie ae on eited.3

Additiona e mit conide o eampe aio acto tat ma mae 
ami/ocia neto edndant o eican poeiona. ot nie ote atin 
Ameican poeiona eican endoed it man capita i and ed
cation ae ie to abob te i economic and ocia cot aociated it mia
tion. ot on do eican poeiona man o om miate to te .. it 
1 ia and ao ato e eent it  ia ae te nancia 
eeita to ee ea tat bt man ao ae te ind o cta capita 
needed to aie and adapt to ie in te nited tate. Indeed ien eico/.. 
eation and te to contie eoapica poimit man eican poeion
a i not ent ae at eat a modeate command o te ni anae and 
moeoe man ae diect amiiait it .. Ameican cte tadition 
and pactice oten to eie tae td aboad and/o iit to iend and 
etended ami. One mit ae teeoe tat c man and cta capita 
mit mitiate eican poeiona need o o ee mae edndant ami/o
cil neor in e 

etain why te at maoit o eican poeiona cooe to emain in 
eico ate tan emiate eie bot maco and micoee ndetandin 
o immobiit. At te macoee o eampe ome coa cite immiation po
ic a a mao obtace o ied miation om eico. Ato eican poe
iona can oten abob te cot o miatin ea te act emain tat 1 
ia ae epenie and inoe a timeconmin appication poce. temoe 
ince anna ota imit piate ecto m to a pecied nmbe o 1 ia 
te ae in ot pp. Oeni and teited 2006: 11 note tat te 1 ota 

3 o eampe te eican oeiona eto in ainton D.. te  atino oeiona net
o and ote ae and ma poeiona neto tat eit toot te cont and tat opeate 
nde te aei o oca and eiona ambe o ommece.
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o 65 000 a eaced e in adance o te end o te 2004 2005 and 2006 ca 
ea: it te baco o appication oin te 200 aocation a eated 
in  2006 beoe te tat o te 200 ca ea. In 2013 een amidt oin 
antiimmiant entiment in an eot to attact i ied oein taent te .. 
enate appoed an immiation eom bi tat eiminated cap on te nmbe o 
een cad aaiabe to oein citien oin in te nited tate o od a 
.. adate deee in cience and ote citica aea eaco 2013. ti ie 
ocia neto epanation an immiation poic tat etict eican ied 
miation to te .. doe not  o adeate accont o te ocia and cta 
pactice tat in te od o oen and ieci 2011:  ometime cec mia
ion ern

In at oo I iit eican poeiona on dicie endein 
o tain beind. In patica I oc attention on tei bectie epectation 
inomed a tee ae b tei cabaed dipoition cta beie and ocia 
rcice 

METHODOLOGY

e inteie data I peent ee i an etenion o to ea o etnoapic ed
o I condcted in eico it beteen 2003 and 2005.4 A a oop to tat e
eac I condcted inteie it 10 indiida in  2012 in eico it I ao 
peent tee ndin ee. onitent it a aitatie eeac paadim I p
poe eected indiida o cod iminate ied miation deciionmain 
pocee ien tei poe and epeience a eican poeiona.  a 
it a aitatie eeac te ampe a not andom and teeoe te ndin 
ae not eneaiabe. oee ti td poide detaied init into te pe
nomenon o ied miation deciionmain pocee and point te a o 
te ini into ti aea.

I condcted a tota o e emitcted indept inteie ee Appendi  
Openended Inteie ide. O te e inteie one a done in a op it 
te paticipation o i indiida and anote a it a maied cope tat 
paticipated in a oint inteie. it te eception o to peope I ne a ote 
paticipant om m peio etnoapic eeac. In tota te ie and epei
ence o 10 eidentied eican poeiona ae epoted on ee. i inteieee 

4 e etnoapic eeac I condcted in eico it beteen 2003 and 2005 eed a te bai o m 
doctoa dietation ii in Foxilandia: eoibea Retctin and te o ie o eican oe
iona din te o Adminitation 20002006.
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ee emae aed 24 to 4. e o mae inteieee ae aned om 35 to 59. 
A inteieee ae a oma edcationa ee aboe te nationa aeae. At te 
time o te inteie to ad medica deee md it ica peciaiation 
one d  docore PH.d. to ad mate deee and one inteieee a en
oed in a mate deee poam ic e ad not et competed. e emain
in o ad baceo deee. At te time o te inteie o te ten inteieee 
nine ee empoed in time pemanent poition.

e inteie ated beteen toandaa to teeandaa o and 
ee emitcted and ecoded. I eied on an inteie ide to coe e 
teme and adde eentia etion tat initia emeed om m ae 2003
2005 etnoapic poect and tat eamined o eican poeiona made 
ene o economic and opace etctin din icente o itoic ad
minitation o cane. A pat o tat eeac a e topic eoed aond te 
tateie te adopted to cope it ob inecit and intabiit din a time 
en nempoment a ain a dipopotionate impact on toe it te i
et ee o edcation. A a copin tate at eat dicie miation epecia
 to te .. a ae i ee an option o te eican poeiona om I 
inteieed.  in  2012 I ped epicit and moe tematica te 
topic o miation a a poibe tate o copin it inece and ntabe em
poment and o epandin one empoment oppotnitie. ee I ao eam
ined eican poeiona peception o te nited tate and tei attitde 
toad .. Ameican. A m inteieee ae taeed to te .. at one point 
o anote mot o tem on nmeo occaion and to inteieee ae ied 
and oed in te .. o an etended peiod o time in te pat.

o anae m inteie data I ooed a pocede tpica o aitatie e
eac. I ed anana a aitatie data manaement and anai otae too. 
 anai ooed an indctie poce eeb patica teme emeed om 
te inteie data a I eamined it o content and patten tat od ed it on te 
etion idin m eeac. I ained code e od and pae toot 
a te tancipt. en I eeamined te data aociated it eac code in ode to 
deeop a compeenie ndetandin o te nate o ocia pactice and cta 
beie identied in te inteie tancipt. ina I eamined aociation be
teen and amon code deteminin o te ee inteeated in a tat 
eted eican poeiona epanation o tei immobiit.

ied miation om eico i a compe poce. etain te peent ana
i i neite meant to enea ca into etion ocia neto teo no ca
ene macoee epanation o mobiit o eampe p and pe o ae 
and abo maet o immiation poicie. In oein te peent anai m 
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oa i mc moe modet:  name to encoae te epoation o te oca 
meanin o immobiit in patica om te pepectie o te nonmoe 
o a to deepen and boaden o ndetandin o eican ied miation.5
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I e oc on te peiod o icente o adminitation 20002006 acnoeded 
b man to ma te econd ae o ied miation om eico te nem
poment cenaio o eican poeiona a e tan inpiin. In 2004 o in
tance 64 000 eican it nieit deee ee nempoed inegi, 2004a. 
And in 2005 peope it coee and nieit edcation ad a 35pecent nem
poment ate compaed it 11 pecent o peope o ad not competed tei pi
ma edcation inegi, 2005. A o ae in eico it in ana 2006 poeiona 
eaned om 6 to 15 a da ti incde toe oin in ob anin om 
nepape epote to ocia oe to ne. Indeed a om bein te benecia
ie o ob and oenment poam epanion campain pomie made b te 
once peidentia ope icente o eican poeiona ee intead copin 
it montin economic pee bot abot b te doniin ob oe and 
o ae tat caacteied o adminitation Ocoa ae 200. e ate 
o tene te nempoment amon eican poeiona eae mc to be 
deied. In te t econd and tid ate o 2013 epectie 149 630 146 5 
119 53 peope it ie edcation ee nempoed compaed to 30 261 31 200 
and 39 566 epectie o toe o ad competed pima cooin.

In it o te dict nempoment and economic popect eican po
eionl ce, why ae te not emiatin in inicant ae nmbe A I 
noted eaie aio epanation ae been oeed incdin te i cot o 
ied miation ien tat eican poeiona ae moe ie to ee ea ta
t in ode to pactice tei poeion otide eico. Ao a mentioned eaie 
ote c a aenaa and en 2010 ae noted te abence o ocia neto 
o eican poeiona. ee epanation ae no dobt ot o conideation. 
onetee aone te ma te a in ic immobiit i e oten bot an 
epicit deciion to ta pt and a citica tatement on te pat o eican poeiona 

5 In 2015 I condcted a doen beent intenie openended inteie it eican poeiona a 
o om ed ia to eide and o in ainton D.. In tat I condcted tee inteie ate te 
bmiion o ti atice o pbication ndin om tee inteie ae not incded ee. oee 
te do o ome teme tat ae conitent it te eaie ampe and te compicate ied mi
ant deciionmain pocee it epect to tain pt o miatin.
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to ndemine tei ic and poe neibo to te ot a te ie emain
in intea to tei denition o nationa identit and beonin oen and 
ieci 2011: 92. ee ten I maintain tat eican poeiona oic o immo
biit need to be ndetood a ooted in cetain cabaed dipoition cta 
beie and ocia pactice. It i to ti tat e can no tn o attention. 

On one omot and te iddea abit

I omeone oeed to pa me tipe at I mae no I od eae I ae no pobem. 
O coe I od tae adantae o te tipe aa t I od ta o a cope o 
ea and ten I od etn to eico. o can be e o tat t I ont and cant 
o to te .. becae te eait i tat I cannot mae tipe tee at I no mae ee. 
I cant o in te .. doin at I do ee.  aiana cadiac eon eico it

e ema aboe b aiana a eon in e mid30 et at te compicat
ed nate o eican poeiona oic o immobiit. On te one and e 
ei te ae o ie pa in te .. and on te ote and e i een 
aae o te containt in tem o te taneabiit o e man capita. aiana 
i a pician it a peciat in enea e and a bpeciat in cadiac e. 
In addition e a a mate deee in opita adminitation. In ecent coe
pondence e peaced dicoe o e eanin it te omeat econ
cio eet tat I not a at e meae eanin. o te ca ea 2013 e 
eaned 1 000 appoimate 1 500 a mont oin pat time in one o 
eico it pbic opita ee e a been empoed o coe to 12 ea. 
o eea ea no to ppement e pattime o e a contacted it a 
piate pactice a a contant and eon. c contact o i i aiabe 
and dependent on te nmbe o eie aiana i abe to cede. In 2013 e 
o income om contact o a appoimate 12 000 binin e tota 
eanin to 30 000 o te ea. 

ain on it bette tan aiana ataia a eon peciaied in pedi
atic cadioo and o eaie ad oed tat e od eae o te .. ee e 
oeed tipe e cent aa ean appoimate 45 000 anna.6 ataia 
od a mate and a doctoa deee in te medica cience and moeoe occ
pied a competitie eoip a a eident at te ao inic in Rocete inneota. 

6 e anna income I tate o bot aiana and ataia ae tei net eanin. oeoe it i impotant to 
tae into accont te act tat man pician in eico do not indiida pa o o ca iabiit in
ance i i not a etion I diect aed aiana o ataia and teeoe I cannot a o e i 
te do o do not pa o iabiit inance..  ie .. pician mae inicant moe tan 
eican pician te mt pcae tei on iabiit inance and ao pa i income tae.

Norteamérica 11/2.indb   41 12/16/16   12:35 PM



42 (DOI: 10.20999/nam.2016.b002)

Carmen Henne-OCHOa
nOrTeamriCa

A a point o contat in 2012 in te .. median pa o pician and eon 
not diaeated b peciat te ea o abo tatitic doe not tac pi
cian aaie b peciat a ea to o eate tan 1 200 pe ea ea 
o abo tatitic 2012. Accodin to a dieent oce te Ameican edica 
op Aociation cadiac and toacic eon o mae btantia aaie 
een at te beinnin o tei caee an etimated 360 000 pe ea ean a me
dian ea income o 533 04 ee Decker, n.d.).

Indeed toe om I inteieed ee een attned to te ae dieentia 
tat eit beteen eico and te .. It i not ot on tem tat not on do tei 
.. contepat ean btantia moe tee bt ao tat eicanbon poe
iona eidin tee ae ie eanin. ia and oina 200: 11 note De
eeedcated indiida in eico ae an aeae mont income tat i i to 
een time oe tan tat o eicanbon poeiona eidin in te nited 
tate 45 and 2 13 epectie. It i ao te cae tat ied eican 
poeiona attainment poibiitie incdin ae ae inicant oe com
paed to ote immiant op o eampe enta Ameican and anadian im
miant o ae poeiona o adate deee oe 2010 aenaa and 
en 2010 ia and oina 200. 

 m inteieee ae o ie eanin in te .. a in eait 
tempeed b tei ea een aaene tat tei man capita cod not be ea
i taneed. Indeed acce to a epain ob in te nited tate depend not 
on on te poeion o man capita bt ao  on te tcta oaniation o 
.. abo maet incdin bt not imited to cedentiain and ob aaiabiit.
e odd o ecin a i ied ob ee omeat eate in te 190 tan 
in ecent decade to te odd o ettin a ied ob ae enea been im
poin oe 2010: 200. atica pobematic o eican poeiona i 
te popect o ndeempoment o at te iteate ca bain ate ic 
i en indiida tae ob beo tei edcationa ee i and epetie. In 
200 33 pecent o a eican in te .. it a baceo deee o ie ee 
empoed in tanpot/podction contction/maintenance and ceanin and/
ood pepaation te e ecto tat poide ob o 5 pecent o eedcated 
eican miant ia and oina 200: 10.  toe I inteieed eco
nied tat i te ee to eae o te .. te od ace te ame empoment 

 oe eeac i needed to deineate o eampe te etent to ic te imit in tem o te taneabi
it o man capita impact eican poeiona conideation in decidin to miate o ta pt. 
at od it tae o intance o aiana and ataia to pactice tei medica peciaiation in te 
.. at ia od te need to app o and ae c ia ide aaiabe o ae tei nmbe 
rericed
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containt tee a te cent do in eico. In ote od te od ie 
be peomin ob tat do not eie tei ee o edcation. ie ndeempo
ment i a copin tate eican poeiona oten eot to in tei on cont 
tei naatie et tat ti i ometin te ae itte pepaed to be bected 
o or o cce in e nied e 

pandin ti entiment epeed b eican poeiona et at tei 
cabaed dipoition teeb iitin tei oic o immobiit. o mat
te ae impotant to adde ee: one eican poeiona otit eection o 
gringos caacteiation and teatment ete ea o peceied o eican 
a econdca citien to eican poeiona econition o te act tat 
ee te to eae o te nited tate tei eanin and modet nancia cion 
od not ao tem te ame tandad o iin te cent eno in eico. 
eico inicant oe cot o iin Oeni and teited 2006: 12 and it 
ta economic and ocia dipaitie mean tat eican poeiona pacec 
o ate in eico tan te od in te .. onide a comment made b a
taia te pediatic cadiooit. In a oin tone tat paed ate om toe 
paticipatin in te op inteie e noted tat ie an oe o dobe e a
a od not inpie e to eae o te .. an oe o tipe e aa mit pe
ude er e e,

I am app in eico. I oe m cont. And I ate te gringos. t i te pice a 
it tipe at I am eanin no and I am oin to ae a bette ait o ie I cod 
eae. t ten aain not een ti i be a decidin acto. o. At ti ee it not 
ie tat one cod ie tat mc bette in te .. tan ee. 

ooin ataia comment te op ept in ate pemab at te 
ooine o te idea tat one cod acta ae a peio ait o ie in te .. 
compaed to tat cent enoed b poeiona in eico. ae aiana o 
intance o o mot o e adt ie a ied in apatment bidin. t not een 
e onin o a patio aden o een pace od motiate e to eae o te 
nited tate. e note en i in te .. I cod ae a oe it a aden I cant 
to aa at I ae no ee in eico a a cadiac eon. Aeein it 
aiana Adin o od an ppe midee poition at ancome ban add It 
i te tat at e poeiona ean in eico ao  to ie a pett com
otabe ie. In Adin cae ti comotabe ie incde oneip o a modet 
tobedoom/onebatoom apatment a oeeepe i paido pot oa
en o eice membeip in a piate eat cb ticeea acation to 
ope and te .. and ea otin to etaant dance cb and cta eent. 
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e ame od te in aiana cae it te eception tat e doe not on bt 
ate ent e apatment and on a ne . Amon m paticipant one
ip o a eice i no ma matte. A bot aiana and Adin mae cea idin 
te ba tat i te e o pbic tanpotation i ndeiabe amon man 
eican poeiona.  

at eico o cot o iin and it ta economic dipaitie ao ei
can poeiona to tetc tei pacec and t aod tem a comotabe 
iin i eempied b te ind o ie enoed b aa and no o patici
pated in te inteie oint. e ae been maied o 1 ea and ae one on. 
it a ea income o appoimate 10 000 te on a oe pacio 
teeee oe it o bedoom tee batoom een pace and a 
nied baement tat eed a aa tetie and at oop. e pcaed 
tei ome in a 2003 o 325 000 and it i no cent ot 500 000. 
oe ecent in eba 2012 te pcaed an apatment in a  eidentia 
bidin ic te cent ent to a eatie a an inetment o tei 10ea
od on. aa and no on tee eice: a 2004 Adi a 200 ada and a 2010 
onda. ince tei on enteed coo e a on attended piate intittion. At 
te time o o inteie coo tition o tei on conited o a ea eita
tion ee 925 and mont tition o 540.

ie aa and no ae nee ied omeone  time to cae o tei on in 
ae pat oin to te act tat aa on intemittent o pat time te em
po Doa aa tei oeeepe/coo o o o tem onda to i
da o a tota o een o dai. aa note tat te pa Doa aa on a ee 
bai. In doin te cacation ot od no dicoe tat on a mont bai e 
aa come ot to 415. omeat econcio aa add tat Doa aa 
eat to mea a da at tei oe ie on te ob and tat e e oten ie e 
eta. no ecoe ti point and add tat oten te pa o Doa aa medi
ca bi. In addition to Doa aa o a been oin o tem o coe to a dec
ade aa and no empo anote oman o peom pecic ta c a 
ionin o a tota o eit o a ee. e pa e te eiaent o 160 pe 
mont. aa and no ao pa a adene 40 a mont to maintain tei an 
ee tee ee. Indeed en I inie om aa i and o emiation od 
impact tei tandad o iin e a it ome inteection b no

conomica I tin o ie od be imia to at e ae no. at I do beiee 
od cane inicant i te ep te oitic o ep e cent cont on te 
oeeepin cooin ionin and adenin. Oe tee in te .. o anada e 
odnt ae te ep e ae ee.
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eptica o aa concion no inteect tat en e ied in anada 
and in te .. tee too e ad te oppotnit to ie e. e add Ato 
a e eein to i t ie cod aod a a oeeepe o came once o 
ice  ee

no i a too amiia it te cot o iin in anada and te .. ee e 
ied om 199 to 1993. e eceied i .D. in tema enineein om te nie
it o ateoo in anada and ate ad a potdoctoa eoip in anada De
patment o Deene. no etned to eico in 1994 and o te pat 16 ea a 
ed a iee enineein poition it te edea oenment. It a in eico 
tat e maied aa o o 12 ea an e on i tetie bine bt ic e 
ecent coed in ode to pe a mate deee. no a aa aboed a de
ie to eae eico. Depite enoin a i ait o ie aoded b tei matei
a comot ie man ote eican no and aa ae not eempt om te 
aad o dai iin in eico it incdin bt not imited to daneo ee 
o ai potion and dai tac conetion tat ome a add to to tee o o 
tae time to tei tpica da. no dai o cede and commte oten pe
ent im om etnin ome beoe i on oe to bed o te eenin. 

eap mot dict o man eican incdin no and aa i te 
idepead inecit and te i ee o cime in eico it. Indeed eico 
ee o idnappin ae ot p om amot 600 in 2006 to moe tan 1 300 in 
2011 and te nmbe o omicide dobed in tat peiod to moe tan 2 000 
eaco 2013. Din te time I a doin etnoapic eeac in eico it 
20032005 I itneed a taic moment epeienced b no and i ami name
 te idnappin o a coe ami iend. i iend a eeaed mont ate bt 
not itot needin pooned opitaiation and pain a et anom tat a 
in pat neotiated intenationa. i taic epeience a o no aa and 
tei etended ami a peona and pain eminde o te a in ic inec
it and cime a inceain made iin in eico it ndeiabe.   

e at time no eio conideed emiatin a in 200 en e con
ideed moin to te .. aa oee a not been atoete ppotie o te 
ide o mirin in enerl nd o oin o e  in riculr e ree  i 
e ami ee to emiate ope o anada in tat ode od be tei t 
coice  deinion 

 Impotant to note ee i tat te man o a idnapped pon i eeae did not eae o te .. ti 
depite i nancia eeita and depite te peadin o i etended ami patica i on 
o eide in ea. 
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aa epicit ectance to emiate a e a e miation detination 
coice aant te epoation. e od etion o eampe te etent to 
ic aa niinne to emiate cec no on deie one mit 
een a i deciion to miate to te .. in eac o a ae and moe ece 
enionment and bette ob oppotnitie. Donato et a. 2010: 11 point ot tat 
eico patiaca ami tcte i c tat miation deciion in eico tend 
to be maecenteed and ence inoe itte o no inpt om omen. A a et 
miation i t amot aa maeed it omen ooin ate o ppoe 
o ami enication. ie ti ma be te enea patten amon poo and o
in ca eican miant e cannot ame tat it i o od be imia te 
cae o ied eican miant. Indeed edcation economic tat and ca
baed dipoition pa a inicant oe in conditionin indiida miato de
ciion c tat a in no and aa cae it i impotant to conide o o 
midde and ppeca eican potentia emiant eepin te ami intact 
tae pecedence oe potentia bette oppotnitie aboad. om te otet 
ten ami miation ate tan ami enication ate i o od idea 
be te oa o c amiie.

aa epicit aeion to te idea o miatin to te .. and e peeence 
o ope and anada ao aant te ctin. Ate a ie no and 
aa do not ae eatie in eite ope o anada te do in act ae ea
tie o ae pead ot aco and ae been etabied o coe to 50 ea in te 
nited tate patica in oton. ee ae eatie moeoe it om 
no and aa ae coe and it om te ae in ea contact ia teepone. 
One od epect om te eeac on miant ocia neto tat te intitie 
detination coice o no and aa od be te nited tate. ei ton ee
in aaint c a coice oee ae iminatin. In act beoe I cod een ni 
iniin abot te ind o ppot tee eatie od o cod oe tem ee 
te to miate to te .. no itot eitation inteect o I odnt een 
conide it aa aee tat ain o ep it epect to at e ca pacti
ca and opeatie matte i ot o te etion.

Depite te act tat I notice dicomot in no demeano and tone ead
in eein ep om eatie I poceed to inie why te od be moe in
cined to ee te ep o iend in anada tan tei eatie in oton it 
om te ae coe tie. no i ient o eea econd omeat iitated b 
m etion and ten epond

I dont no. I dont no. I e becae I imaine tat te ad tei te mia
tin/moin in tei time and te temee did it a on tei on. I ad m on te 
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to et to anada and I did it a on m on. en I ent to te nited tate I ao man
aed a on m on. I t odnt a o ep. I odnt conide it.  coin o ie 
in te .. I mean o a intent and ppoe te ae Ameican. I no te ae e 
b it tei o. eap i e aed o ep it od be moe abot ain tem o 
n orientación tat i epin to oient I e ee to a o ep it od ae moe 
to do it tin eated to bein in a ne pace bt tat a a a e od o.

o no epanation aa add e tat te ind o ep e od a 
o. t e odnt depend on tem o pttin  in contact it a ob o poten
tia o. o appeciate no and aa ectance to ca on eatie o ep 
can be ndetood in te contet o te entencment o toe middle-class ae 
name ediection edicipine einitiatie independence and indiid
aim tat eican poeiona od dea to tei eat. c ae and an 
aont to tem e mit imaine miitate aaint te acceptance and mobiia
tion o te ind o ocia ppot tat ae itoica eped poo and oin
ca eican miate ette and cceed in te nited tate.

ot no eaon o antin to eae and aa eaon o antin to 
ta ae aied and compicated. no eaon ae itte to do it ob inecit 
o poo ae. A I noted eaie e ean appoimate 10 000/ea and a 
ee aance tat e i contine to o at i cent pace o empoment 
nti etiement. Rate i deie to eae eico a to do it i poond dii
luionmen i e lo ce o oliicl nd ocil cne, idered corru
tion oin ee o ioence and inecit in eico and mot impotant i 
deie to poide tei 10eaod on it a bette and bite academic te. 
ie aa acnoede no eaon o antin to eae o te .. e 
on eeation ae to do it antin a aanteed ob o no beoe ea
in a e a it e peceied ac o ni enc.

eap moe impotant oee i e poite didain o .. cte. i i 
e an anti..Ameican tance and moe an amation o eican identit and 
cte abeit in tapoition to .. cte.  aa eto eican epect 
o and attacment to ami ie a oppoed to te eceie indiidaim e be
iee eit amon .. Ameican.9 o ti cia a pcoanat o miated 

9 eican ditinct intene attacment to ami i te componded b at aiana in a epaate 
inteie note i eican attacment to pace. In a oice tat mimiced omeone om ontee 
eo en and ic eoed ate om eeone in te op aiana bted i i no oe. A 
i ami attacment ee not eno eican ae t a ton an attacment to pace.  a o 
eampe o pince eiomontano no peden opota ii en e D.. eo eo ieen eea a 
 etado e oddamn natie o ontee cant tand iin in eico it. Rit aa te ant to 
reurn o eir ome e 
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to eico om ombia oe a decade ao add te ind o iete tat .. 
Ameican ie 

i e tane to te eican.Ameican o a da and dont ee tei ami te 
dont eat toete. In eico it dieent. eican amiie eat toete ee nda.

In addition to a ton attacment to ami m inteieee taed at ent 
abot at no caed eican oc on tancendenta actiitie. e depo 
ti tem b a o citiin at aa caed .. Ameican bein content to 
i time and tei enaement in pecia actiitie c a tei obeion it 
pot and it enoatin tei ca and oe. no contine

.. Ameican ae itte inteet itte enine inteet in at appen aond te 
od. e aeae Ameican doent eem eite e concio o e concened it 
 i enin round em 

aa cime in: 

at bote me i tat tee i ti pe ene in te enea .. Ameican pop
ation. Ameican dont ee antin beond tei bebtton. Ameican ae not open to 
ote cte ic i e cio becae te .. i a cont oe eat come 
rom e oenne ord e immirn, ri

nie aa poite didain ote eican poeiona om I inteieed 
ad a od o .. Ameican and .. cte. aiana o intance did not 
mince ord en e noed  Americn re unculured incultos beieent 
and acit. in o i in i ea 30 a a baceo deee and a been 
oin o coe to a decade in a oenment minit eiteate ti entiment 
ain Pinches gringos! Son bien incultos oddamn gringos tee o nc
ted.. On ti bect ataia too i ite oca. ooin at me omeat apoo
etica o at e i abot to ae e econt an epeience e ad a a 
eo eident at te ao inic in Rocete inneota. e peace at e i 
abot to a b tein tat e i te t to admit tat a pician eeee 
ae e mopic in tei aaene o at i oin on aond tem poitica and 
ocia. And e admit tat in ae pat ti a to do it te act tat te pend 
an inodinate amont o time becomin epet in tei medica ed. ataia ten 
dmi, 
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e pician dont tae time to ead abot ote tin abot a miion ote tin 
tat ae oin on aond . t bt een it ti ee o coedmindedne and ac 
o an epanie edcation I can ae o tat we empai added ae e aae o 
te economic poitica and cta itation not on in o on cont bt ao te 
iuion in your empai added b ic e mean te .. cont.

e contine it te point o e to ic i ot otin ee at ent:

en I aied to te ao inic ic a o no i topnotc I met a eican 
pician o i no a e coe iend o minei pician i a pe docto. e i 
enon in e ed o te ind o eeac e doee a a .D. and a been 
ide cited o e eeac on te atmia ene. en I ot to te ao inic ee
one a tain abot ti iend o mine. It tn ot tat en m eican pician 
iend ot to te ao inic e a intodced to a te ote biname pician/
eeace in e ed. e Ameican pician aed m iend ee e a om. 
e aneed tat e a om eico. In dibeie te Ameican pician epeated 
e ane oe om eico t o can you empai added be om eico 
and moeoe ae a doctoate  iend anted to a to a o toe Ameican bi
name pician o pendejos idiot/aoe it mit benet o to tae a tip to 
eico o et a maaine to edcate oee. ot a o eico i compied o peope 
o didnt ae a cance to et a oma edcation. Ameican I te o ae o tte 
nedcated and ncted

ain econted ti epeience ataia oe te meanin o c an epei
ence  the ane tat od cea pe ot o me eican poeiona oic 
o immobiit and moe pecica tei otit obection to eain o te .. 
Retoica e a me 

o  ten od peope ie me o ae a ob ee o moeoe ie at te 
ae doin and o ic te ae pent o mc o tei ie tdin and pepain 
 od peope ie me o to te nited tate Como por qu o at at 
od be te e at o tat e can pt p it a tat dicimination and acim

i indee eican poeiona concen it economic cta and o
cia at aa appopiate caed habitus dieence beteen te .. and 
eico. ee dieence oee ae not neceai conted b eican po
eiona a a teat to tei ditinct eican identit and cte. o indeed 
toda eican poeiona do not ee tei eicanne to boo om oi 
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1999: 3 a bein endaneed b te ood te eat te cote te ea o 
ee te eep tei mone. eican poeiona to be e appi ceebate 
..  tadition ac ida and aoeen o eampe conme .. podct 
acation in .. ocation and attend .. nieitie. In ote od adoptin .. 
tadition and imitatin .. conmption patten a matte aa and ote deoted 
tained attention to din o inteie doe not a aa and ote od aee 
mae a peon an moe o e eican o a antin abot te nate o tei 
nationa identit oi 1999: 3. oeoe imitatin .. Ameican conmp
ion ern doe no reclude e inene diru, reenmen, nd ouri oil
it ome o toe I inteieed abo toad te nited tate and it citien 
oi 1999.10 c eentment ma be ndetood in tem o ammetie o 
poe. oe pecica in tem o eican poeiona epeience o miia
tion and tei een enitiit to .. peception ete ea o imained o 
eico and eican ineioit oi 1999: 31. A e i ee in te net ec
tion te miiation and depiation tat eico a eed itoica at te 
nd o e gringos e eican poeiona bronca ane it and didain o 
.. Ameican and tei cte and moeoe poide te dicie ationae 
o tei deciion to ta pt.

Reectin te tat o te eican a econda itien 

o meicano omo no cinone neta comida e na cinada11  neta c
ta e pe cinona  po eo nadie e iee i e eican ae ica o ood 
i ica and o cte i peica tat  nobod ant to eae  aia
na cadiac eon eico it

Din te op inteie I condcted cadiac eon aiana pod po
caimed ti entiment pat in et and pat ot o tation. It a in eect 
e pea to bin o op inteie to an end ate moe tan to o o dic
ion and e eaiation tat e ee not ettin coe to a denitie pepectie 
epoed b eican poeiona tat od eem to epain  te cooe to 
emain at ome ate tan emiate nde dict economic and nempoment 
cicmtance. e tatement epain  eican in aiana ie do not 
emire e noun chingón, rom ic e ord chingones, chingada, and chingona 

10 In te iteate taditiona ie ae tended to in ie ee o atin Ameican nationaim and 
anti..Ameican entiment it te eite and inteecta oande 1992: 356.

11 e peae acta aid neta comida e na cinada bt te contet et tat e ma ae 
meant to a na cinonea ince te t epeion i neatie and te econd i peatie poi
tie. And te atte i te meanin taen o te o tanation. anato ote.
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deie i ide accepted a a a tem abeit one tat i ide ed it a
in connoion12 In te contet in ic aiana e te epetie te meanin 
i neioca. eican poeiona accodin to aiana do not eae tei 
cont becae eican ae te e bet unos chingones becae eican ci
ine i ototiod ood una chingada or chingonería and becae eican 
cte i aitatie peio super chingona. In epone to aiana comment 
Adin add and ee not t tain abot ood bt ao abot poet and at. 
In contat to eico ic cta eitae te nited tate accodin to ai
ana a eo cta ito.

In te moment aiana bitin epanation pooed ate om te op. 
et e od moe tan imp captin nationa pide ndecoe a moe c
cia point. ame tat te intenit in te ind o nationa pide and cta iden
tit epeed in e comment mt at eat in pat be ndetood a emanatin 
om i not in tapoition to e otit eection o gringos caacteiation 
and teatment o eican a econdca citien. Indeed c a tapoition i a 
ecin teme in te inteie I condcted. Adin o intance o ied and 
tdied o eea ea in te nited tate eated an epeience e ended in 
te 1990 en e appied o a ob tee. it didain in i oice e noted

en I a iin in te tate o Indiana ob appication I ed ot aed me to ma 
m ace and etnicit. I emembe ti e cea I ae it e cea docmented in 
m ead. e a etoica I tot tat ain abot ace and etnicit a iea 
e act tat empoe inie abot one ace and etnicit i nt. I a aed i I 
a acaian ipanic 

eoe e cod ni i entence aiana inteect Im pied te didnt 
a i o ee Ameindian At te mention o ti te oe op bt into 
ate at te eemin idicone o te cateo ipanic. ain te a
te a i ce to contine on te matte Adin tammeed ipanic ipanic i 
i acit it empai and didain and dain on i on peona ecoection 
and epeience e imitate .. Ameican ponnciation o te od ipanic. 
No, yo no soy Hissspanic! Yo soy mexicano! o Im not ipanic Im eican. o 
Adin ten eiin eican to dicoe tei ace and etnicit on ob appica
tion and moeoe cateoiin tem a ipanic i otit acit and t ei
dence o .. Ameican teatment o eican a econdca citien.

12 e erm chingar tanate to c it i epecia and ibea empoed b eican ot ead
e o tei ocia ca and/o edcationa ee.
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Impotant to note ee oee i not on Adin otit eection o .. 
Ameican caacteiation o eican a econdca citien bt i oin to 
eat ent to eee te oic o tei pedice o acim. at i e oe o a 
a to epicit mae eident tat tei acim aaint eican i a et o tei 
on inadeacie and deectiene. Addein a comment made b ataia te 
pediatic eon o ae it te op tat e i poond pet A mí me 
molesta en extremo b o eican ae teated in te nited tate Adin inte
pt e and ooin diect at me bein:

 do o de o miteat eican en o oee ae no moe tan a it
ade edcation I o ant to coect a eican oa ne bt do it te it a. t 
at moa atoit do o ae to coect omeone ee en o oe dont een 
no o to ead pope

Adin e o o aboe ee to .. Ameican moe enea ato 
it i cea tat e incde me in ti cateo.13 And i poin o te potetica 
etion  do o de o miteat eican en o oee ae no 
moe tan a itade edcation i cea meant to ndecoe at e pe
ceie to be a moa inconit. o cement ti point and aain to iit .. 
Ameican on deectiene e poide anote eampe in te contet o o 
dicion o eican ied miation to te ..:14

Rea do o tin tat i omeone it a .D. oe to te .. do o tin tee 
oin to et a ob I am not oin to o a die in te .. It a etion o dinit. 
At minimm I can o teac a ca. At minimm I can teac you to ead. O I can teac 
you mat ic I can ae o Ameican depeate need. 

te dain on i on epeience ie tdin in te .. indeed 
ain te op tat e itneed ti it ti on ee Adin ao 
tat mat depatment at .. nieitie ae oen it oein act incd
in apanee inee and Indian poeo.  at Adin init on ettin 
aco i tat .. Ameican od not ece o be competitie on te od maet 
ee it not o oein act o ae b teacin mat to Ameican tdent.

13 oot te inteie I ad te ncomotabe eein tat in tateica in te tem o intead 
o Ameican Adin a incdin me in te cateo Ameican a ditinct and epicit die
ent om impicit incdin me in te cateo eican pemab becae I emiated om eico 
to te .. pemanent.

14 Aain note Adin e o te od o intead o Ameican to impicate me a eite an immiant 
eot o a an ambaado o te .. o to pea. 
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Adin aetion tat e can at te e eat teac .. Ameican to ead o 
do m i o urn  e deem o be eir rcim on i ed, nd oe o e er 
o te e miiation tat e ime and ote eican ae eed at te 
nd o gringos. Indeed it i otie etionin o mc o te contet o 
eican identit tat eican ae te e bet unos chingones and tat ei
can cte i aitatie peio super chingona i aioned b a eeed 
oic and tapoition to te miiation depiation and oppeion eed 
itoica at te and o te ..poidin a common ondation tat tent
en te ene o eican nationa identit and imbe it it a aed ene o 
ditt toad te .. oi 1999: 31. In te contet o oi 1999 obe
ation ten ataia oic o immobiit pecica tat e a no deie to 
immiate to te .. mt be ndetood a a mean b ic e dicie 
and mboica eact tice on bea o e oeca compatiot and miant 
o ae been miteated in te .. ataia econcio eect

I tin tee ti ito ti cta ito tat e eican ae it te .. I tin 
tee ti recelo ti patica ditt and picion o te ... And in act I tin 
tat eican peope it a cetain ee o edcation and cte ae e ie to o 
ie to te ... eap I epeent tat eteme. I o to te .. to ae n and to td. 
I o tee to acation. t I ae no deie to ie tee. It ti eein ie I ant to do 
tice to m compatiot o ae epeienced acim and pedice in te ..

A ataia aed e ie Adin and ote in te op nodded tei 
ead in ppot and ocaied tei aeement. o paapae om at Adin o 
eoent aed it te op te recelo o ic ataia pea mt be nde
tood in te ae contet o te ito o eico/.. eation. oe pecica 
in tem o at eican deem to be te nited tate ontandin petention 
abot inteecta and moa peioit ic ataia o oce ot to de
bn en e aed e ao inic epeience it impoition o poitica and 
economic domination it beieence and it ito and pactice o epoitation. 
i i a ito Adin note tat oe bac to te eda o .. impeiaim in 
eico and ic o a intent and ppoe contine toda. In i etimation 
te ame entiment o nata aeion eican ae toad te paniad te 
coonie 15 eit toad te .. Ameican. e contine o at appen 

15 Adin a on been empoed b ancome a pani ban in eico. e and i patne ao em
poed b ancome ae it te et o te op tei eentment o te act tat a te top poition at 
te ban ae ed b paniad and moe enea diie te act tat o man paniad ae immia
ted to eico a a et o te economic eceion in pain. A a a Adin i concened ee i no 

Norteamérica 11/2.indb   53 12/16/16   12:35 PM



54 (DOI: 10.20999/nam.2016.b002)

Carmen Henne-OCHOa
nOrTeamriCa

ten i tat e ae a ti ate eeedomeone te o abotte gringos, 
and te eican i iin to o to a o to pea. Indeed o Adin and te 
ote eican poeiona oe naatie ae peented ee ti bein at o 
oin o r i e gringos i pat and pace o tei oic o immobiit moe 
pecica o tei deciion at eat dicie not to miate to te nited tate.

CONCLUSION

I tee an ectance on te pat o eican poeiona to miate to te nited 
tate Aacn 200: 246 poed ti etion in an ea on ied miant in 
ot Ameica and e ime eponded tat cant eeac on te miation o 
ied eican mae ti etion dict to ane. I beiee te data I ae 
peented ee poide ome ane ic et a moe compicated picte 
tan etant accont o te immobiit o eican poeiona. ocia neto 
teo ma poide a obt accontin tat epain te inicant nmbe o 
i ied eian miant to te nited tate. oee te ppoed ab
ence o ocia neto o eican poeiona doe itte to te o nde
tandin o ied miation om eico. On te one and it ndemine te a 
in ic indiida cabaed dipoition cta beie and ocia pactice 
intimate inom tei oic o immobiit. And on te ote and it inoe te 
ocioitoica pecicitie o ../eico miation and eation. Indeed ei
can poeiona deep ed beie abot te nited tate beieence it impo
ition o poitica and economic domination and it ito and pactice o 
epoitation intimate inom tei tainpt deciionmain pocee. A o
ciocta ameo ten one tat i patica attned to indiida on 
dicie endein i impotant i e ae to ndetand o deciion to miate 
nd not to miate ae amed and eamed indeed ae ooted in miant and 
nonmiant on meaninmain and epeience. e data peented ee n
dercore e imornce o nd e need or enoric reerc on e enom
enoo o ied miation om eico.

dobt tat te paniad too a ot o o eat a ot o od and a ot o ie. And toda man 
pani amiie contine to come to eico to tae aa te eat.
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APPENDIX-OPEN-ENDED INTERVIEW GUIDE

N eo i a ampe o etion I aed din inteie. etion beo 
ee poed in no patica ode and aed on en eeant. at appea in 
paentee i m tanation. 

SECCIÓN 5: ACTITUDES GENERALES SOBRE EMIGRACIÓN Y LA SOCIEDAD ESTADOUNIDENSE

(Section 5: General Attitudes Regarding Emigration and U.S. American Society)

¿Qué me puede decir usted sobre la situación de empleo o de desempleo en la Ciudad 
de México?
(What can you tell me about [un]employment in Mexico City?) 

¿Cómo han manejado los profesionistas el desempleo?
(How have Mexican professionals handled unemployment?)

¿Ha estado usted desempleado/o (por razones que no fueron de su propia voluntad)? 
(Have you ever been unemployed [for reasons that were not of your own volition]?)

¿Cómo ha manejado el desempleo/subempleo?
(How have you handled being unemployed/underemployed?)

¿Alguna vez ha vivido fuera de México?, ¿cuándo?, ¿por qué motivo?
(Have you ever lived outside Mexico? When? Why?) 

¿Alguna vez ha considerado emigrar [fuera de México]?, ¿adónde?
(Have you ever considered emigrating to a place outside of Mexico? Where?)

¿Bajo qué circunstancias emigraría? 
(Under what circumstances would you emigrate?)

Si usted emigrara, ¿se iría solo/a o con su familia?
(If you emigrated, would you go alone or with your family?) 

En orden de preferencia, a qué países emigraría? Explique su respuesta. 
(In order of preference, what countries would you /be willing to emigrate to? Explain your 

answer.)
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¿Alguna vez consideraría emigrar sin los documentos requeridos? Es decir, ¿emigraría 
ilegalmente (como indocumentado/a)?
(Would you ever consider emigrating without the required documents? In other words, 

would you consider emigrating irregularly?)

¿Tiene familia en Estado Unidos?, ¿por qué se fueron?, ¿cómo les ha ido a sus 
familiares en Estados Unidos?
(Do you have family in the United States? Why did they leave [Mexico]? How has your 

family fared in the United States?) 

¿Cuándo fue la última vez que estuvo en contacto con ellos (sus familiares en 
Estados Unidos)?
(When was the last time you were in contact with your family residing in the United 

States?) 

Si tuviera alguna necesidad, ¿se sentiría cómodo/a en pedirles ayuda de algún tipo 
[a sus familiares en Estados Unidos]?
(If you were in any kind of need, would you feel comfortable asking your family who 

resides in the U.S. for help of any kind?) 

¿Qué opina sobre la sociedad estadunidense?, ¿sobre los estadunidenses?
(What is your opinion of the United States? About U.S. Americans?)

En qué aspectos más importantes piensa que Estados Unidos y México son diferentes 
(similares)? ¿Piensa que las dos sociedades tienen valores y principios similares o 
diferentes? 
(In what important aspects do you think the United States and Mexico differ? How are they 

similar? Do you think that the two societies have similar/different values and principles?) 

¿Qué opina sobre la relación política, económica, cultural o social entre México y 
Estados Unidos?
(What is your opinion of the relationship —whether political, economic, cultural and/or 

social— between Mexico and the United States?) 

¿Qué opina sobre cómo se trata a los migrantes mexicanos en Estados Unidos?
(What is your opinion of how Mexican migrants are treated in the U.S.?)
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Imagine que tuviera que emigrar a Estados Unidos, ¿qué tan diferente sería su vida 
(cotidiana y a largo plazo) en comparación con cómo vive hoy en México?
(Imagine you had to migrate to the United States. Compared to how you live your life 

currently in Mexico, how different, and in which ways, do you think your life would be 

day-to-day and long-term in the United States?)     
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