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ABSTRACT

aaas ealcare sysem as ae rea sur  e cury, bu a e same me as 
sare a b ebae er s ma callees a susaably s arcle es b s-
e a eae asecs  e ealcare sysem,  as ecare I as ree secs 
te t peent a teetica ame baed n te pitica ecnm  eatcae and a 
srcal ce, ere e rs  ecare are aresse e sec ar assesses e-
cares ma aceemes, a e r aalyes e sysems ma callees 
  aaa ealcare sysem, ecare

RESUMEN

l ssema e salu e aa a aa ra ay e el as, er al msm em a esa-
a u ra ebae resec a sus rcales res y suseabla se arcul era 
a ls asecs ss cm ls eas el ssema e salu cc cm ecare 
sa e res secces la rmera resea u marc erc basa e la ecma lca 
el ssema e salu y u ce src e el ue se resea ls rees e ecare la 
seua are eala sus rcales lrs, y la ercera aala ls rcales res ue e-
rea el ssema ara ermar se resea ccluses y ersecas
  sema e salu e aa, ecare
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ealcare s e  e llars  eelme I aaa s cmare  er 
ly usrale cures, suc as rasa r cmc -era 
a Deelme oecd members,  ees a  erceae  s gdp  s sec-
r I aaa, as sae by el uar a Jm ams 200, a srcal ebae as 
ae lace abu e ealcare sysems susaably sce e be, s 
ebae as msly bee ublc a as becme ere  s el-
ca pitin n  te tem d be nanced and deiveed. e it ae 
a ealcare css ae crease s muc a rerms are eee, say a 
raa  sme serces s a slu s a aes ca ay r er  care 
e le,  e er a, arues a e sysem s sll susaable a rases e 
sry  a l-sa cmmme  uersal cerae uar a ams, 
200 us, e ebae abu e ealcare sysem as bee elcal e ma 
al  s arcle s   bey a,  rese e ma caracerscs  e a-
aa ealcare sysem, a  e s aceemes a callees rm e 
m-10s ul 201 ese,  esaes erseces r e sysems elu

STATE OF THE ART AND GAPS IN THE LITERATURE

I b e acaemc a -acaemc leraure relae  e aaa ealcare 
sysem, mulle ces sur r crce  e ermes eal aaa ss 
se rma  e sysem, sress e  erceae  ealcare a 
s ublcly ue eal aaa, 2016 urs le ar  arrll 2012 a 
ara bs 200 ee e sysem aas eae mys  e er a, 
raas le e mmeal u cmare aaas ealcare sysem 
 se  er usrale cures, sress s callees e  e aaly-
ses  ese ublcas s ay rey areas  e eces  e rule es, le 
e acidn 2013  e a cmpeenive aement  anada 
ealcare sysem, uc  b se a eae asecs e aur res-
es srcal rma u  2011, bu s r ees  be uae  smlar 
case s e arcle re by ee rc a mram a 200, ceemes 
a allees  ecare  aaa re e ere Ye re e  urse ese 
aurs aree a a se asec  e aaa ealcare sysem s e ac a 
ublc u surs e rs  ealcare serces ree a e   e-
lery, c s asscae  creases  e rral sare  serces use 
by e r a  ula srbus  serces eee  cme e 
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callee ey aress s a serces are srbue  accrace  ee a 
e bece  ees-base access  serces remas eluse a, s arcle sul 
be uae, as  as ublse  200 ba rya 2006, Da bur 2006, 
a ary  rc 2006 rese crcal erecal araces

i atice e a teetica tance a itica anai and ptdate in-
matin and attempt t  a ap in te iteate n te anadian eatcae tem 
by rese b se asecs as ell as areas ere  cul be mre

e atice i tcted a : a t ectin peent a teetica ame 
base  lcal ecmy ale  eal, a a srcal ce, aress e 
rs  e aaa ealcare sysem e sec ar assesses ecares ma 
acievement. ee te eade i nd an epanatin   te tem i nanced 
rae, a reulae asc rma  b e ublc a rae sysem 
ll be aalye a secal ae a  e elu  ealcare ee-
ures, b as a erceae  gdp a er caa, rm 1  201 e r ar 
ealuaes ecares ma callees 1 eracal as a raslae  scal 
a eal as 2 lmas  ublc cerae a mae rae serces csly 
 e a ula a s cseuece  e eal bue a,  e b 
rblems cause by a mes cluss a erseces r e ealcare sys-
em ll 
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I erecal erms, e aaa ealcare sysem ca be aalye ru e 
remses  lcal ecmy, c eames e er relas, c muually 
csue e ruc, srbu, a csum  resurces sc, 200 2 
s arcle ealuaes  e aaa ealcare sysem ruces, srbues, a 
csumes eal resurces e e sec ll ela e sysems raaal 
dein tat i it mde  nancin and deivein evice.

atina eatcae tem ae anied n tee pane: 1 nancin:  
serces are a r, ublcly r raely 2 elery  serces are elere 
ublcly r raely a,  allca  us are allcae  serce rers 
rc, 2006 2 e  e se asecs  e aaa sysem s a  
i a inepae tem in ic 0 pecent i nanced it pbic nd. it-
c csers a  a ublcly ue ealcare sysem, all ces crbue  
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a ay r e sysem  eal surace ru er ersal cme a aes 
Imra aaaes clue 1 srea e rs  lless acrss e ere u-
atin  tat inance i adabe t a citien even te it eate i  
ain i 2 me eective ct cnt ve eat cae evice and 3 nivea 
cerae rc, 2006 2 r aaly aaa ealcare,  s aural 
 cras   s ebrs, sce ealcare  e e aes s base  a sysem 
 pivate inance. ee dieence ae embedded in dieent ideica pem-
ses a lcal aury, as eresse by rc  e clse  e ee 
cent anada and te nited tate eected divein patten in te ania-
 a elery  er ealcare sysems ac as ealcare sysem as 
nded n dieent ideica pemie and pitica atit and tee ame c-
es cue  sae er elu rc, 2006 21-22 ar rm ese 
dieence te t cntie a ave dieent pepective  te eatcae -
ems eelme a rerm, a cseuely ebaes abu s are ly -
iticied. ee debate ae baed n dieent pinin abt te e  venment 
in eat cae ic aie m dieent vae and natina taditin itic 
2006: 242. ee dieence ave aien tt it in anada. A te net 
sub-sec  e rs  aaas ealcare sysem elas  mre eal, e 
uer  ecare as a cues  be a ery resece a ular aaa, 
mmy Dulas e creae ull eal cerae  s rce, asacea, a 
s mel as e eae ae s bur res, I aaa, e r-
ma  a scals r scal emcrac ary, c aae er  asacea 
at te end  te ecnd d a a ccia. i pat t intdced pita 
surace, a laer eal surace r sal a cr care s eamle 
aue e eeral erme a e er rces ressure rm arus 
surces may bu  all  ese ra  r-class memes 
eeually le  s eacme  e eeral leel 2006 6

eereless, s elare sae lcy as  bee sure ur e le 
ee ceury s rya elae,  e yly  elare saes, ere 
s rm r aal ara  lbal a aal lcal, ecmc, a scal 
ce inence pbic pic and te ape  te eae tate in anada. itin 
e aaa sysem, ese yamcs clue lcal eles  e erme 
 te da and cmpetin inteet. e ie  neibeaim a inenced eae 
sae lces  aaa rya, 2006 20  e rse  e-lberalsm  aaa 
cul be ercee esecally ur e 10s rya, c car 200, saes,

e rse  e-lberalsm  lberal lcal ecmes r eamle, acersm  e 
e m eaasm  e e aes a ulreysm  aaa as creae 
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crease cme euales a e eae  scal rs eraly, lces 
ed b inance inite a atin din te 1990 eect bt a neibea ap-
rac a a sc rea  e aaa elare sae 2006,  20

ese euales a ea scal rss ll be assesse  sec ree 
 s arcle, c aresses e rabacs  e aaa ealcare sysem 
s arcle ll als mae cmarss  er usrale cures I s m-
ra  e, e, a uer elberalsm, cures crease er leel  -
euales s bur res,

I e eele as e se  e-lberalsm as bee asscae  creas 
-a euales Icreases  eualy ae bee arcularly ruce  
se as a mre sre e-lberal r mare-ree lcs a lces 
I e early 10s e e aes, usrala, aaa, a e e m s a e 
  e cme eualy laer, le ray, ee, a e eerlas ere 
e les alu by 1 aaa a me mre ar e mle 2006 6-0

abe 2  tat in te mid1990 a venment ced n ca etaint 
al eal eeures re mre slly a gdp beee 1 a 1 s a 
resul, e eal--gdp ra ell eac year  a er, reac  erce  1 
cihi, 201  e all  ealcare eeures ur e 10s as cause by e 
ecnmic ecein in te cnt m 1989 t 1992. Din tat time te decit 
cause cus  scal eeure er recess a cause ealcare ee-
ure cus ccurre  200 ll a ecmc crss, e erme cuse  
resra rrams eal se r as bee sler a e r  
e erall ecmy ure 1 llusraes cus  ealcare eeures ur e 
10s, e elberal lces ere ale, a als ll e 200 crss

lu e aaa ealcare sysem cues  be msly ublc, sme 
eral rces ae aeme  mae e rae erceae ber raa 
s e  e ma remses  elberalsm s bur sae  2006 ,

da te p tad pivatiatin ane eveee m te cmmdicatin  
lee, clu lee abu eal, reusly cmmly el  uers-
tie t pivatiatin even  pecic man ene p. A  ti a pnd impica-
s r e rs  ealcare I s a aly srule  elberalsm  resere 
an m  cective benet. In additin t ea pbem it te deive  cae 
 aaa uer ecare,  s  e eress  rae eal eress  mae aa-
dian diatied it pbic eat cae and t ceate a cii.
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e callees  e aaa ealcare sysem, sresse maly by se  
erac rm , ere eumerae by bur  s sr arara, ere e cm-
ares e aaa a e  merca sysems 

 reuce r a a lss,  mae e sysem mre resse  aes, a  
ae a mre eracally eual srbu  access e mar callee  e -
e aes s  e access  care mre eually srbue a s, e rblem  eal 
care euales arcularly relae  cme a racea e ue amsrae 
a er css 2006 

bur als aalyes e relas beee elare remes a eual-
es, r,

Dieent eae eime and iin ineaitie  vai ind ave imptant impi-
cas r eal euales I eeral,  as, e er a rus sc-ec-
mc saus ses, e er s eal saus  as, ses dieence in eat 
eve meaed ae btantia and ave been ide epted.In te nited ta-
es a aaa, a mraly raes a ley raes are ly relae  era-
ca ein and t ace and Abiina tat.In anada it atin p  
muc rse eal a  er aaas 2006 1-2

ec ree  s arcle clues a sub-sec ecae  e aalyss  
lmas  access  ealcare,  arcular ue  scal a eracal as 
a raslae  eal as bur elas s sua  eal, cmar  
 e e  e e aes 

 anadian ave ee nancia baie t acce t cae ti de nt aantee 
eualy  acual usae bral eles  aaa, se  slae areas, a e 
r recee less aeuae r arrae care a e less slae a se er  
ses, bu eereless eal care s mre eually re a accessble a  e -
ted tate and me eitab pvided tan bee edicae In anada te impicit 
ra s ue  csras  aalable ersel a eume  e e aes, 
 s ra by cme 2006 -

bur reers  a mes  aaa as e mra rabac  e sysem, 
ue  e lac  ersel a eume I e e aes,  e er a, 
tee ae me invetment in tee aet bt cae i e adabe 2006: 89.
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r e uure, e ues s eer Jus rueaus curre beral ary 
amsra, raally le--ceer, ll mre e aaa ealcare 
sysem ere may be e accr  ryas aalyss 

aaa as a relaely ea elare sae as cmare  er as, a ee s sae 
s uer rea a  e  abu e eermas  a sr elare sae a 
ca asss se s  ress ese reas a sree ublc lcy  e serce  
eat e inence  et pitica patie i imptant t te devepment  te e-
are sae a s maeace  e s-usral caals era ese ares sur 
resrbu  eal a acae r uersal scal a eal rrams 2006 20

Origin of the Canadian Healthcare System

e aaa ealcare sysem,  as ecare, as s rs  asace-
a remer a ser  eal mmy Dulass rm    s r-
ce ly ree ms aer be elece,  July 1, e Dulas erme 
re al eal cerae  e rce r rea meal seases, seually 
rasme seases, a cacer  Jauary 1, 1, s erme e bey 
a a re cars r access ull eal cerae, clu mecas,  
all esers, mers, a sable uals rm asacea I 1, e 
t edicae pam a etabied in te pet ein  tat pvince antin 
ull cerae r mecal, sal, a eal serces I 161, e Dulas er-
me ruce a ac  mleme al ecare cerae r eery asacea 
eident ic came int  eect in  1962 aatcean e Demcat 2008.

I 161, Jusce mme all, als rm asacea, as eruse  car-
ry u a yal mmss  ecare e cmmss re a rer a be-
came e bass r e ecare sysem r all  aaa, base  e asacea 
eerece e, aaas arlame are e ecal are c  166,  
as ecare, c uaraees access r all leal reses  e curys 10 r-
ces a  errres ersal cerae, accr  s la, s base  ee, 
  e ably  ay r a serce aley, 200 eal aaa, 201 aaa 
useum  sry, 201 eer,  racce, as ll be elae bel e 
aaly e sysems callees, cera serces are  cere by ecare, c 
ca be ery csly r aaas erere,  sme ccass,  css ca s-
cae acce t eat evice  individa  cannt ad tem.

ce s crea, e aaa ealcare sysem as accrue a umber  
aceemes, bu als a seres  mar callees  ll be aresse bel  
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e e  e arcle are e ccluss, ere se a eae asecs ll be 
ee aas eac er

CANADIAN HEALTHCARE SYSTEM: MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS

e t pitive apect t mentinin i tat te tta ependite  te ana-
a ealcare secr s relaely  armaely a20 bll  2012,  
ic 0 pecent a nanced it pbic nd eat anada 2014. I cmpaed 
 er oecd cures, ealcare eeure  aaa  2012 as 10 er-
ce  s gdp, u  am e     cures, aer e e aes 11 
erce, e eerlas 12 erce, race 11 erce, usra 11 erce, 
erla 11 erce, ermay 11 erce, a Demar 112 erce cia, 
2016. A abe 1  anada ccpie teent pace in te d  eat e-
eure as a erceae  gdp ersal cerae s ceraly a se asec  
te tem. e anada eat Act dene ined pen a eident  a pvince. 
e act te dene a eident a: a pen a entited t be  t emain in 
aaa  maes s me a s rarly rese  e rce, bu es  
clue a urs, a rase, r a sr  e rce eal aaa, 2011a , u-
ersal cerae clues eery rese,  eerye  aaa sl ersal 
cveae i nt even aected i a patient e  cane i/e b. teme 
 resrcs r lmas are mse ue  re-es cs I e -
e aes us  cmare aaa  s ebr elma re-es c-
tin a a imitatin i metin ne. It a intdced in 2014 ate te Adabe 
are c,  as bamaare, se by rese bama  arc 2, 2010 
bamaare acs, 2016 reer, meca  aaa s cere  ublc 
us r eus eles a ser ces e rce  e meca s e-
ae beee ermeal aures a ers  crl css aaa 
Isue r eal Irma, 200 1 e ll able reses relea 
aa  e aaa ealcare sysem

able 1 caes a e ere urba ula as access  mre basc 
saa acles, as es  erce  e rural ula 

e data  2. bed/1 000 inabitant a it eate tan in te nited 
tate ic in 2011 ad 2.4 bed/1 000 inabitant. anada ad 2.0 pician 
er 1 000 abas  2010, le e e aes a 2 yscas er 1 000 
abas  2011 accr  e same surce cia, 2016 
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Table 1
INDICATORS FOR THE CANADIAN HEALTHCARE SECTOR

Healthcare Sector Canada

Total health expenditure 
as % of GDP

11.2% of GDP (2012) 15th position in the world ranking, of a 
total of 191 countries. Following 1) the United States (17.90%); 
2) Marshall Islands (15.6%); 3) Liberia (15.5%); 4) Tuvalu 
(15.4%); 5) Sierra Leone (15.1%); 6) Micronesia (12.8%); 7) 
The Netherlands (12.4%); Moldova (11.7%); France (11.7%); 
Lesotho (11.6%); Austria (11.5%); Switzerland (11.3%); 
Germany (11.3%); Denmark (11.2%)

Life expectancy at birth (total) 81.9 years (nineteenth position in the world ranking. This 
number can be compared with the life expectancy at birth 
in the United States, which is 79.8 years, or forty-second in the 
ranking) (Estimates for 2016)

Density of physicians 2.07 physicians per 1 000 inhabitants (2010)

Density of hospital beds 2.7 beds per 1 000 inhabitants (2010)

Access to improved basic 
sanitation facilities

- Urban areas: 100% of the population
- Rural areas: 99% of the population
- Total: 99.8% of the population
 (Estimates for 2015)

Source: Developed by the author based on CIA (2016).
Note: According to 2013 estimates, Canada’s GDP was US$1.518 trillion. Canada is fourteenth in 
the world ranking by GDP. The United States ranks first with US$16.72 trillion.) 

able 1 als ss a aaa ses a ler erceae  s gdp  eal-
care a e e aes eer, le eecacy  aaas s  years er 
a a  er suer ebr ese, aaa reses access  ublc 
eal as bee reaer a  e ebr cury ccr  aa reeale 
by a surey  aaas a  mercas  2006, e laer a a a me less 
acce t a ami pician atied tei eatcae need e and ad e acce 
 ecessary mecas Dsares accr  race, cme, a mrary saus 
ere rese  b cases, bu ere mre ruce  e e aes asser, 
mmelse, a laler, 2006 
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e eatcae tem i 0pecent nanced b edea pvincia and teitia 
aes s ublc reeues allcae  ealcare are use  re uersal 
cerae sal a mecal serces a  subse e cs  mecas 
arcl, 201  al serces are als re by e rces a 
errres  cera ele, suc as sers, clre a l-cme reses, r 
serces  cere by e ublc ealcare sysem me  ese sulemeary 
benet incde peciptin d tide pita denta cae ee cae medica 
eume, a alaces suc as rseses a eelcars, a e serces  
er eal ressals, le yserass e leel  cerae ares acrss 
te cnt. e  d nt ai  ppementa benet nde venment 
las ca ay r ese serces u  ce r ru rae eal surace las 
s ele are cere ru er emlyers r  er  by rae eal 
surace e leel  cerae ares ee  e la urcase eal a-
aa, 2011b a 2016 erme  aaa, 201a aaa Isue r eal 
Irma, 200 I eeral, ealcare eeses are cere  cme aes, 
a sme rces allcae a era mly a  e ealcare secr, rm c 
se  l cmes are eem s s e case  rs lumba rs -
lumba sry  eal, 201 

e amsra a raa  ealcare serces are ly ece-
rale rces a errres are ressble r amser ealcare a 
r la mecal serces arcl, 201  I rer  use ealcare ser-
vice a anadian citien  eident mt peent i/e eat inance cad in 
sals r clcs e surace ares  eac rce a errry I a rese 
 ne pvince tave t ante  medica teatment e  e ma nt nd  
cerae r eamle, e rael use  ar bu  aaa, e 
msry recmmes a yu ba rae sulemeary eal surace r 
nnpician/nnpita evice Ontai init  eat and nem 
are, 2016c

e eeral ealcare sysem s reulae by e aaa eal c  1, 
c uaraees a eal serces are uersal, accessble  eery rese a 
ublc eal aaa, 201 Is bece s  rec, rme, a resre e ys-
cal a meal ell-be  reses  aaa a  aclae reasable access 
t eatcae evice itt nancia  te baie venment  anada 
201a sec   e 1 c s ac esablses e crera a cs r 
eeral a rcal eal serces I als esablses a ru e aaa 
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eal raser, e erme ll re a crbu  cas  e rces 
eve ca ea. In de  tem t eceive tei cntibtin te mt cmp 
 e ll crera a ublc amsra b cmreeseess c u-
ersaly  rably a e accessbly erme  aaa, 201a, secs 
-  e 1 c

Evolution of Healthcare Expenditure in Canada

I s  es   a ealcare eeures  aaa ae rse rm 1 
 201 eereless, ere ae bee ers  recess, suc as e m-10s a 
ate te 2009 nancia cii e eect ee et in 2011.

able 2 es eals  eal eeures ur ur ases 1 1  e 
early-10s 2 e m-10s  e lae 10s  2010 a,  2010  201

Table 2
EVOLUTION OF CANADIAN HEALTH EXPENDITURE AS A PERCENTAGE 

OF GDP (1975 TO 2015)

1975 to early 
1990s

Health expenditure grew during this period. Total health expenditure as a proportion 
of GDP was 7 percent in 1975. With GDP falling during the 1982 recession, the ratio of 
total health expenditure to GDP increased considerably, from 6.8 percent in 1979 
to 8.1 percent in 1983. The ratio continued to increase significantly, reaching 9.8 
percent for the first time in 1992, as shown in Figure 1.

Mid-1990s As governments focused on fiscal restraint, total health expenditures grew more 
slowly than GDP between 1993 and 1997. As a result, the health-to-GDP ratio fell 
each year in that period, reaching 8.7 percent in 1997. 

Late 1990s 
to 2010

Major investments were made in health care. Health expenditures grew faster than 
or close to GDP from 1998 to 2010; consequently, the health-to- GDP ratio trended 
upward, peaking at 11.6 percent in 2010.  

2011 to 2015 Following the 2009 recession, governments have focused on restraining program 
spending to manage budgetary deficits. Health spending growth has been slower 
than the growth in the overall economy. Thus, the health-to-GDP ratio has declined 
from 11.6 percent to an estimated 10.9 percent. 

Source: Developed by the author based on data from CIHI (2015: 7). 

e rma re  able 2 s racally reresee  ure 1, bel
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Figure 1
TOTAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP, CANADA (1975 TO 2015)
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Source: CIHI (2015: 7). 

s elae  able 2, e all  ealcare eeures ur e 10s ca 
be elae by e recess e cury eerece rm 1  12 Dur 
tat time te decit caed a ct in cia ependite. In te 1990 te nmbe  
ne and pita ta a edced pin pician t emiate t te nited 
aes  a me, rcal cmmsss ere creae  rse a resrucur 
 e ealcare secr ese, e ress crbue  srea e ula-
s ccers by ubls sres  ele  a  bee cere by e 
pbic ect pintin t teme te in cnict beteen Ottaa and 
e rces,  arcular lbera, ar, a rs lumba aaa u-
seum  sry, 201

Dur e 1 eeral elec cama, e beral ary rmse  ree 
s cmmme  ecare Dur e 1-1 erme  rme ser 
Jea re, e aal eal rum as rae by b eeral a r-
cal msers  eal e  e rblems eece as e absece  r-
ma  e uay a e ye  serces aalable, e reuremes  uma 
a maeral resurces, a e css eerae by e ealcare secr  eal 
 s, e aaa Isue r eal Irma cihi as creae, c 
as sce ruce aual rers  ealcare ssues aaa useum  s-
ry, 201
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In te beinnin  te tentt cent pbic pinin a divided be-
ee se  sure ecare a s eracrs I e lls, ealcare s-
sues ae bee le as aaas ma ccer aaa useum  
sry, 201 I 200, e Deceal c la r Imr eal are esab-
lse as rres r ublc cerae r me a e--le care a re-
uc a mes ese,  200, e a-aaa ublc eal er as 
creae  esabls a sl eeral a rcal srucure  eal  ublc 
ealcare emereces as ell as crc seases ops, 2012

rm 2006  2010, aaa eerece a ecmc recess a as rese-
e callees ops, 2012 a ll be aresse  e e sec eereless, a-
ble  ss a ur se years er caa eal eeures cue  rse

able  ss a ere as bee a uerrue crease  eal ee-
ure er caa rm 2000  201 oecd, 2016, ece r ur e 200 recess 
e cihi peented me ecent e in Octbe 201 ic  even ie 
umbers ccr  s surce, eal se  aaa  201 as rece 
 reac a211 bll, rerese 10 erce  aaas gdp  201 s 
amus  a6 10 er aaa, cmare  recs resee  able , 
 us a61 er caa 

ccr  cihi, am 2 cures  cmarable accu sysems  e 
oecd  201, eeure er ers  ealcare as e es  e e aes 
 06 aaa as  e  uarle  cures  erms  er-ers se 
 eal, a  6 s as less a Demar   a mre a race 
 61, usrala  11 a e e m  6 cihi, 201

 sum u, e ma aceemes  e aaa ealcare sysem, rm s 
crea ul 201, ae bee 1 e relaely  eeure, b as a erceae 
 gdp a er caa,  cmare  er oecd cures 2 e ac a 0 er-
cent  te tem i pbic nanced 3 evice ae i decentaied main 
rces a errres ressble r amser ealcare a la me-
cal serces  e sysem s reulae by e aaa eal c  1, c uar-
aees a eal serces are uersal, accessble  eery rese, a ublc

e anadian eatcae tem denite a a eie  advantae. t it i 
 erec el s a aalyss  e mar callees  aces 

CANADA’S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM: MAIN CHALLENGES

I a  e lac  al cerae a e  cs  care  re by 
yscas  sals, suc as eal a syclcal serces r me care, er 
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callees ace by e ealcare sysem ca be lse e a-merca eal 
raa paho a identied te in: te ain  te ppatin and te 
crres ee  ass mre resurces  elers care r crc a meal 
seases as ell as r acs e ee r eal  scal a real -
euales e  cs  e ecles a reuc care mes ops, 2012 
a lls s a aalyss  sme  e ma callees a e sysem s ac 

LIMITATIONS TO ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE: 
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HEALTH GAPS

ccess  ealcare s a sraec maer r aaa ulas  rural areas, 
aay rm e mar urba ceers,1  arcular r rs as, s, a Iu 
erere, e uaraee  s r s  ums releace e a aaa s e 
sec lares cury  e rl, a  as ery lare abe areas Is surace 
area s   60 m2,  a ula   62 0, accr  July 2016 esmaes, 
 c a as mary les  a sr 00 m rm e  brer ese, accr-
  201 aa, 1 erce  e al ula  e cury les  urba areas 
cia, 2016 

s eracal sary als raslaes  eal as ccr  e 
paho, alu e sua  e rs as, e s, a e Iu as mre 
 e las e years, ey are sll be cmare  urba ulas e -
car s le eecacy a br, c  200 as 0 years r all  aaa, le 
r e rs as  as 2 years, a r Iu, 66 years ops, 2012 ccr 
 cia World Factbook esmaes r 2016, le eecacy a br r e al ula 
s 1 years 2 r males a 6 years r me cia, 2016

er a  rces a errres s access  a ersal cr I eery 
rce r errry, aes see amly yscas  er cce, a ey clam 
er ees  e rcal surace aes   ae   ru bureau-
crac rceures I ey a  see a secals, ey ll be reerre by e amly 
ysca cihi, 200 u eerale access  a reular mecal cr s  eual 
a it depend n ee pepe ive.  man citien te t cntact  eatcae 
s er cr, a be u a reular mecal cr crrelaes  eer ss 
 eeral racers r secalss,  ca rescrbe early screes r reame 
 mecal cs I 201, 1 erce  aaas ae 12 a ler aru 

1 I 1 e rcle  accessbly as ae  e ur ma rcles  e 166 ecal are c  
rer  uaraee aaas access  ecessary mecal serces aaa useum  sry, 201
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 mll ele sa a ey   ae a reular mecal cr able  
ss e erceae  aaas u a reular cr by rce a err-
t in 2014 tatitic anada 201. e t cmn indicate te pvince ee 
e rr  reses u a reular cr as ler a e aal a-
erae 1 erce e r clum lss e rces ere e rr  
reses u a reular cr as er a e aal aerae

Table 4
CANADIANS WITHOUT A REGULAR DOCTOR BY PROVINCE AND TERRITORY (2014)

Lower than the national average (<14.9%) Higher than the national average (>14.9%)

Newfoundland and Labrador 10.1% Quebec 25.2%

Prince Edward Island 9.5% Saskatchewan 20.1%

Nova Scotia 10.6% Alberta 19.9%

New Brunswick 6.1% Yukon* 26.1%

Ontario 7.5% Northwest Territories* 57.7%

Nunavut* 82.5%

Source: Developed by the author based on Statistics Canada (2015).
* In the territories, a nurse practitioner is often the first point of medical contact, rather than a 

medical doctor.

able  ss a e rr  reses    ae access  a re-
ular cr as ler a e aal aerae 1 erce  eula 
a abrar 101 erce, rce ar Isla  erce, a ca 106 
erce, e rusc 61 erce, a ar  erce e rr  
reses  ere u a reular cr as er a e aal aerae  
uebec 22 erce, asacea 201 erce, lbera 1 erce, Yu 
261 erce, res errres  erce, a uau 2 erce es-
es  aba a rs lumba rere raes smlar  e aal aer-
ae ascs aaa, 201

I 201,  e  mll ele u a reular cr, e ms cmm 
reas r s as a ey a  le r e  erce er reass 
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ere a crs  er area ere  a e aes 21 erce, er cr 
a rere r le e area 202 erce, r a  crs ere aalable  er 
aea 14.4 pecent. Ante 13.1 pecent did nt ive a pecic ean.2 u  e  
mll aaas u a reular cr  201, 1 erce sa ey a a usu-
al lace  access e ealcare sysem I ey eee mecal care, 1 erce re-
re ey ul use a al- clc, 12 erce ul use a sal emerecy 
rm, a 6 erce ul s a cmmuy eal ceer  uebec s s 
 as a centre local de services communautaires e rema 11 erce sa 
te d e te aciitie c a appintment cinic dct ce pita 
tpatient cinic and teepne eat ine tatitic anada 201. ee e 
ee a ms aaas  urba areas ae access  a reular cr, a  ey 
 , ey ae er s  l r ealcare eereless, e sysem s sll 
neven a tee i a bi dieence in acce t eatcae in te teitie.

Limitations to Public Coverage: Private Coverage Can Be Expensive

er saaae  e aaa ealcare sysem s a ecare es  
cer all mecal serces ese, ealcare ees  ere e ae s be-
in teated in a pita  nt and at pvince e/e ive in.  a pv-
ce  recee eeral us r ealcare rrams,  mus cmly  e basc 
reuremes sulae  e aaa ealcare c, c clue e eces-
a medica attentin in eatcae matte. eve ti cncept i nt dened 
 s screal a u  ree errea by eac rce, clu sal 
care a e care e by amly yscas  e er a, sme serces  
cere by e ublc ealcare sysem acually sul be csere ecessary 
a erere be cere Deal a syclcal serces as ell as me care are 
cases   cfhi, 2011

sal care absrbs aru 0 erce  ealcare secr se a s 
erceae s ecreas ecal serces re by eal ressals  are 
 yscas  eeral ae lace use sals Deal serces are a eam-
le  s  erce are cere recly by aes r by rae surace cm-
panie. Oa eat ten i eated t te pibiit  bein abe t ad it and nt 
t te need  medica attentin. an anadian cannt ad ti evice and 
smemes er c rses a ey ae  resr  eal emereces  

2 I s mra  e a ese a u  mre a 100 erce because reses cul cse mre 
a e reas r  a a reular cr
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sals, ere ey ly recee abcs a allers a   rea e 
uerly ssue urermre,  e sua becmes mre serus, e rs s a 
e ae mus be ame  a sal, a e css are absrbe by e ublc 
serce cfhi, 2011 s s a eamle   ealcare use sals, re 
b nnmedica peina i avaiabe n  te  can ad it and i nt 
base  ree, bu raer  rear e amae

s r e access  rescrbe mecas, eac rce eces  a ee 
aes ll be cere by e ublc sysem I eeral, ruu aaa, aru 
0 erce  ese mecas are cere by e sae a e remaer mus be 
absrbe by rae cmaes r by e ae m- r ersel s ayme ares 
ely am rces r sace, a ual  as  ay a20 000 a-
na in medicatin i nt pa antin in te ten teitie tat i e/e 
i be  bidied. In te pvince  ebec e/e i n pa and 
a1 00 a 000  asacea a a20 000  rce ar Isla cfhi, 
2011 a, ere e ca see aer sary am rces a errres 

A Major Challenge: Aging of the Population

e ca resee a ealcare secr eeses as a erceae  gdp ll cue  
crease r e e e ecaes s s because e aaa ula s a, 
a caes  ublc lces ll be eee as a resul s a re s ue  
ecreas erly raes a creas le eecacy I 11, ly  erce  e 
ppatin a made p  pepe ve 6 ti e inceaed t 14 pecent in 
2011, a  s sll eece  crease u  6 erce by 206 ceber, au-
er, a ear, 2011

e edea venment nance penin  ede Od Ae ecit  oas 
a e uaraee Icme uleme gis r l-cme ele er 6 years  
ae I 200, e oas cs a21 bll, a gis benet an. biin. De t te 
a  e ula, oas a gis aymes are eece  uarule beee 
200 a 206 e emlyer ays e aaa es la cpp  e emlyee 
e emlyer-emlyee crbus rae crease rm 6 erce  16   
erce  200 I rer r e rram  be maae, beee 2011 a 2016 
rerms ae bee lae  ecurae ler emlyees  cue r r 
sace, e ealy r rer a 60 sea  6, c s e usual ae ll 
crease rm 0 erce  6 erce, le e bus r rer a 0 ll crease 
rm 0 erce  2 erce ceber, auer, a ear, 2011

I 2011, ele er 6 accue r 1 erce  e ula, bu ey ere 
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asse aru  erce  aual ealcare eeures, b eeral a r-
cal al se  e aaa ealcare secr eceee a11 bll 
 2010 eeral a rcal erme eeures eer ae r aser 
a e ecmy, creas rm  erce  gdp  1   erce  2010 e 
e a  e ula, by 206, ealcare secr se s eece  be be-
ee  a 12 erce  gdp ae ema ll crease  areas a are  al-
ays re uersal cerae, suc as mecas, l-erm care, me care 
a e--le care es  ese emas ll ee  ecmc r, 
n innvatin in me ecient pviin  eatcae evice n te eat  pe-
le er 6,  e resul  e eas  cerae,  a cllec a  e 
nancin/indebtedne ati. A  te cae iven t patient in tei me accd-
  2011 aa, e u  eery ur aaa emlyees aes care  a eee 
ede at me. eventve pecent  te empee ae middeaed men. In 
e uure, e crease  eeses a e ecle  urs re cul rerese 
nancia pbem cenbe atie and enad 2011

Great Dissatisfaction over Wait Times

Dssasac er e a mes as bee recurre ur e las ecae I 
2006, Dr ra Day as ue  a New York Times arcle, say, s s a cury 
ere s ca access a  relaceme  e ee, bu umas mus a be-
ee  a ree years rauss, 2006 I 200, e erme se a aree-
me  e rces  allcae a al  a bll r reuc a mes 
e areeme mes, r sace, e al  reuc e a me r a  
relaceme  26 ees 10 ays cbc es, 2006

I rl 200, rmer rme ser ee arer auce a e r-
ces a errres ul ae er a mes uaraee by 2010 r e ll 
areas, c ul be rre by e rces cacer,  a ee relaceme, 
ear rblems, ass a ma, caarac surery, a rmary care a 
al, 200 y e be  e Jus rueau erme, s al a  ye 
bee me

r e las e years, rcal sres  eal ae ublse e a 
mes r rece care  emerecy rms a by secalss  er eb ses 
 intance Ontai init  eat e eb e a it  ait time  
emerecy rms, sureres, maec resace ma, a cmu mra-
p. en din a eac n ac 24 2014 t nd t  n a patient d 
ae  a  e  relaceme surery, selec leara sal, e sys-
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em ae e ll resul e a me as 20 ays sry  eal a 
 erm are, 2016a s a me as ler a e 10-ay al se by e-
e arer  200 er reea e same searc  e same ebse  e-
ember 0, 2016 r e same  relaceme surery a e same sal, e resul 
as 20 ays a e are auce crease  12 ays sry  eal 
a  erm are, 2016a 2016b I  a a al years, a mes a remae 
alms e same, bu ey ere sll  reer, ey cue  be er a 
e rece are 

ese, accr  201 aa rm e mmeal u Ieraal 
eal lcy urey, aaa a e les a mes r see a amly cr 
 e 11 eele cures  e oecd usrala, race, ermay, e eer-
las, e eala, ray, ee, erla, e e m, a e 
e aes e surey caes a ly beee 1 erce a 6 erce  
aaas, ee  e rce ere ey le, ca see a cr  e same 
ay r  e ay aer e reues, e  s  a emerecy e es erce-
aes  er eele cures ere  erce  e e aes, 6 erce  
ermay a 2 erce  e eala cbc es, 201

I summary, e mar callees ace by e aaa ealcare sysem aa-
lye abe are 1 eracal a eal sares am rces a err-
res 2 e  cs  rceures  cere by e ublc sysem, suc as ral 
eal  a  e ula a cseuely e ee  crease eal e-
eure  e ear uure a,  a mes I er ublcas  ll be er-
es  cue assess er mar callees eece by e paho  2012 care 
r crc a meal seases as ell as r acs a e ee  reuce e 
 cs  e ecles

I e ccluss, I ll e e aceemes a callees as ell as as-
sess  e ealcare sysem ll ele 

CONCLUSIONS

e aaa ealcare sysem as a aceemes sce 1, a  als sll 
aces callees

usa am e aaces s e elu  ealcare se as a 
erceae  gdp, c as bee creas sce 1, ece ur e 1-12 
recess uure erseces cae a e aaa erme ll cue 
inceain ti pecentae. It i inicant tat 0 pecent  te anadian eatcae 
sysem s ublc er  s aaaes s a serces are ly ecerale, 
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ma rces a errres ressble r amser ealcare a la 
mecal serces reer, ecare s reulae by e aaa eal c  1, 
c uaraees a eal serces are uersal, accessble  eery rese, 
a ublc 

Depite tee acievement inicant caene a eit. it edicae de 
 cer all mecal serces are re by eal ressals  are  y-
scas, suc as eal a syclcal serces, are eclue ese ca be ery 
csly, ee  e rce  resece ese, a curre callee a ll 
be a ermus es  e uure s e a  e ula a e cseueces 
s eals r e ealcare a es sysem  e er a, e a me r 
a aaa  be reae by e ublc sysem s e rs am oecd cures as, 
bu  leas, aaa ees  mre access  ealcare serces a aress e 
es scal a beee e urba, rural, a abral ulas

I e ear uure,  ll be ecessary  assess eer e elecrc recrs 
a ae bee ruce a e eeral a rcal leels  crl meca 
ct ave been eective. teme p i needed n cae iven t abii-
al a er rural cmmues, c are currely la be cmare  
te tem a a e. A ma caene identied b paho in 2012 ic i de-
ely cue  se a b callee r e aaa ealcare sysem s e -
cece  crc a meal seases I urer ublcas, ae sul be 
ee  assess care  abees, besy, a ere er callees r 
e sysem ll be c  acs a e ee  reuce e  cs  
e ecles

I remas  be see eer e aaa erme  rme ser Jus-
 rueau ll rre sme  e callees ac e aaa ealcare 
sysem ree a rm  ealcare, cmba besy  clre a 
 auls, a carascular rblems, abees, a er crc seases aa-
a useum  sry, 201 I s ye u  rueau,  bels  e 
beral ary, raally le--ceer, ll eace e ealcare sysem e 
d emembe tat in te a ant pinted t 2006: 204 e inence  
le lcal ares s mra  e eelme  e elare sae a s 
maeace  e s-usral caals era ese ares sur resrbu-
  eal a acae r uersal scal a eal rrams I e e 
aceemes a callees  e curre ealcare sysem, rme ser Jus 
dea denite a me bi tet aead  im. I e pae tem ten e i 
ceraly a ulary am aaas 
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