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ABSTRACT

i ud i n emiricl nli uin ure d on e iude nd orienion o e 
eicn dior in e nied e o elin i uor or  oliicl union beeen 
the to contrie. he athor articate a theor o identit and hared anit to expain their 
ie on i iue ereion nli reel  rnnionl lined e, e belie  
hat happen to exican in exico aect the ie o peope o exican origin in the .. 
and atino identit are ignicant independent predictor o pport or a exico.. poiti
ca nion. hee nding igna the importance o the experience o exican in the .. to 
our underndin o iude ord or Americn oliic
  orth American integration ined ate exicanAmerican pbic opinion 
rnnionlim 

RESUMEN

e eudio conie en un nlii emrico ue emle do de encue obre l ciude 
 oriencione de l dior meicn en do nido r elicr u oo  un unin 
potica entre o do pae.  ator artica na teora de a identidad  na anidad compar
id r elicr l iione de e oblcin en ee enido n nlii del do reel ue 
un deino lido  lo rnncionl, l creenci de ue lo ue le ucede  lo meicno en 
ico ec l id de l eron de orien meicno en do nido  l idenidd lin 
on actore independiente  ignicatio e predicen a aprobacin de na nin potica 
de ico  do nido o llo eñln l imornci de l eerienci de lo 
meicno en do nido r conocer l ciude ci l olic noremericn
  inercin noremericn, deino inculdo, meicomericno, oinin 
úblic, rnncionlimo
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INTRODUCTION

er o decde er e or Americn ree rde Areemen nafta iner
ed e economie o nd, eico, nd e nied e, e deree o ic e 
eole o ee ree oerein e e come o ideni i one noer ocil
 and poitica ha agged behind tateee economic commitment. In a man 
er  rde nd inemen in or Americ e one lrel unencumbered 
b oliicl inere, e eole o e ree counrie e e o ore  rul 
or Americn ideni or, 2011 A recen  ublic oinion reerc re
ea een t among AricanAmerican atino/ipanic and AngoAmeri
cn, iude ord e conrucion o  border ll beeen eico nd e 
 nd   o ciieni or million o unuoried immirn re 
rl diided A lre mjori o ino in e  uor   o ciien
hip and oppoe a border a hie a prait o AngoAmerican hod oppo
ing ie and AricanAmerican are the mot ambiaent toard both action 
edina ida 2017. ien the poemica trn in the tone and tempo o exico.. 
nd or Americn relion no, oer o decde er nafta  enced, i  
become ren  underndin or Americn bond in ocil, culurl, nd 
identitdrien a ha aied. 

In thi td I anae the interection o identit and orth American poitic 
nd olic rou e len o e iude nd orienion o eole o eicn 
oriin in e  ne oin o derure or underndin e imornce o iden
i nd rnnionl lined e o e ublic uor o deeer or Americn 
integration i an ndertanding o the ength to hich eiteee actiim and cho
ri e en e ide o deeer inerion A  rde reemen, roonen 
o nafta nd economic inerion e concerned emele lmo ecluiel 
ith the agreement eect on trade and inetment in the three member contrie. 
nl  e eceion o i enerl rule ei ome colr o or Americn 
inerion ee common round mon ll or Americn reiden o nd, 
nied e, nd eico beond e more ubiuiou economic cooerion rme 
idence ue  ll ree ublic o e ree naftamember contrie are be
coming more aie in term o their ae ator 2001 2011. ae Ingehart and 
eitte nd more eidence o conergence or parae moement than diergence 
in lue mon e ree nafta contr pbic 2007. Indeed the naftap 
rumen or oliicl inerion, dnced mo ocieroul b or 2001 
2011 nd ormer reiden icene o ued, e ereed e mo concern 
or ideni nd rnnionlim b uerin eer  common or Americn 
ideni i oible e, or conclude  e lc o iniuionl uor in 
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essays

or Americ i ic o omen  or Americn ideni nd deeer olii
cl inerion re  me  ideni imoible o ciee 

In thi td I emphaie and oc on the importance or the exican diapora 
in e  o ee common ideni nd lue ueion ried b reiou re
earch. I contend that neither conergent ae nor intittiona capacit bt rather 
anit ia ined ate and ethnic identit are hat inorm attitde among exi
canorigin peope in the .. abot orth American poitic. Draing on the tran
nionl ie o immirion nd imilion, ic er  e rocee o 
ctra and ae diemination acro internationa bondarie are toa m
ta reinorcing phenomena I arge that trannationa poitica behaior and 
ideniie ored in e  e indiidul ie o reionl oliicl iner
tion. In articating a theor o trannationa ined ate ethnic identit and pport 
or poitica integration I arge that exicanorigin peope ith a trannationa ined 
e i eicn in eico nd  ron ino ideni ored in e  re 
liel o uor  oliicl union beeen e eico nd e 

he remainder o thi artice i organied into e main ection. ection 2 brie
l iue i ud in e lrer bod o reerc ino or Americn ublic oin
ion nd rnnionl oliicl beior ecion  ouline  rmeor nd 
hpothee reating atino panethnic identit orged in the .. and the tranna
ionl lined e lue o reemen i  oliicl union beeen eico nd e 
nited tate. In ection  I introdce the data ed in thi td and preent a ta
titica anai. In ection  I dic the btantie ignicance o the tatitica 
nding and their broader impication or or ndertanding o regionaim exi
can identit pbic opinion and the poitic o orth America. In the na ection I 
conclude i ome dicuion o oenil enue or uure reerc

Public Opinion Regarding North American Integration 

ecde er nafta  imlemened,  ublic oinion ord or Americn 
reation i ti mot dened in term o indiida aement o the trade 
agreement eect on the econom ngih 2008 and ie abot the perceied 
direction o bi and mtiateraim in pecic poic arena met and ara 
2013. A 2008 ap po o .. anadian and exican ie abot nafta reel 
that a maorit 3 percent o thoe in the nited tate ee it a haing a main 
negatie impact on the .. econom hie a maorit o anadian 1 percent 
erceie e reemen  in  minl oiie imc on e ndin econ
om eicn oinion i muc le rl diided 20 ercen o eicn ie 
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nafta a main poitie 23 percent a main negatie 18 percent a neither 
poitie nor negatie and a prait 39 percent reported not noing or/reed 
to repond ngih 2008. 

ogether ith the ap po deign and nding a recent ..baed re 
o .. American condcted b the hicago onci on oba Aair and the 
exico Intitte o the oodro ion enter or Internationa choar met 
and ara 2013 reea to important hortcoming in or genera contempo
rr underndin o or Americn oliic or one, e ocu o ublic oinion 
among .. American ha been on the ie and orientation o AngoAmerican 
the maorit popation. met and ara acnoedge that their re ampe 
doe not incde panihpeaing hoehod and contain a er ma ampe o 
ipanic repondent 2013: 7. Another more thematic probem concerning con
emorr ie o or Americn oliic i e lmo ecluie enion o 
economic mer  i, rde nd inemen nd, o e een  oliicl 
mer re ueried, e minl inole mer o mol rde olic nd 
mimicing the intittionbiding mode o the ropean nion or exampe 
or, 2001 2011

ot ince De a ara and Deipio 1998 anai o exicanAmerican opin
ion baed on re data rom the mid1990 arond the time o nafta imlemen
tation hae the ie o exicanAmerican abot poicie ithin the cope o 
..exican reation been oced on. Draing on poic preerence data De a 
ara and Deipio 1998 concde that in term o their poic concern exican
American are ooing a mode o aimiation imiar to that o ItaianAmerican 
hereb exicanAmerican hae abandoned their concern or exican poitic 
and their identit ith exico i trict ctra and not poicbaed.

rom 200 to 201 reearcher at the enter or conomic Reearch and each
in cide hae meared the tate o the exican ma and eiteee pport or a 
exican.. poitica nion i it mean a better ait o ie or them. erardo 
ldondo, odrio orle illo, udlue onle onle, id ro, 
and orge A. chiaon 201 report that 3 percent o the exican ma pbic ha 
reed i joinin e  i i ould imroe eir uli o lie i iic 
hrin to 3 percent pport hen reearcher a the ame etion ithot the 
benet to ait o ie attached to the poitica nion. ite on the other hand are 
muc le uorie o  oliicl union nl 2 ercen o e mle o eicn 
oliicl leder ureed uored joinin e  in  oliicl union ldon
do e l, 201 e onl comrble ure o  elie oinion on or Americn 
poitic identied i a 2011 td comparing atino to nonatino tate egiator 
in ic reonden red e imornce o en olic re o e diric e 
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repreent. rade/nafta  mon e en, bu i onl mrinll more imorn 
n riculure, ic  e le imorn iue A  ud o e olic 
preerence and aience o atino and nonatino eite it i orth noting that the 
re reea trade/nafta to be an ie margina more important to nonati
no lmer n o ino lmer, ere ino lmer re more 
concerned than their nonatino conterpart ith orer protection heathcare 
crime, nd educion edin idl, 2012

e im o i ud i o lin  e no rom eicn ublic oinion re
garding exican ie abot oereignt and their openne to a exico.. po
itica nion ith the ie toard the ame among exicanorigin peope in the 
 o moe ord  eor o elin e ource o uor or oliicl iner
tion I introdce a theoretica gronding baed on identit haped in the .. and 
rnnionl oliicl beior i rnnionl lined e

Transnational Political Behavior and Linked Fate

A thorogh aement o the iteratre reea that the conence o the concept o 
lined e nd rnnionl oliicl beior  e o be ineied ou 
conerence o lue nd e rnmiion o ideoloie nd iude ord o
ernment te  a great dea abot exicanAmerican poitica behaior in the .. 
o m nolede, no reerc ino eicn oliicl beior elore lined e  
 dimenion o ideni  could lo ell u  re del bou ee enomen 
urer, o e een  rnnionl oliicl beior i underood rom e 
 erecie, reerc in i re reel onl  limied ie o beior, i 
no enion id o enomen  re no more n merill rncionl e 
idea o a ined ate Daon 199 baed on trannationa tie to the peope in their 
ome or ncerl counrie, inorm o cloel eicn nd oer in Ameri
canorigin indiida in the .. ie themee reatie not on to .. ociet 
bu lo o in Americn ouide e 

e rnnionli ie o mirn ino oliic deend e comibili 
o rnnionl ie nd mulile, oerlin nionl ideniie i ier leel 
o ciic engagement among atino migrant in the .. oneorrea 2001 erhon 
and antoa 201. rom thi choo e no that man poitie change occr a a 
uncion o ecne mon eole o re dble o oerin rnnionl 
ecne or innce, mirn rom eico o e  re en o democric 
dieminion, oe beior renen democrc in eir counr o oriin, e
pecia hen tranmitted direct rom migrant riend and ami abroad re 
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Armendri and ro 2010. And to be re exican inence on the .. ao 
ied ignicant cot vis-à-vis e ide nd oliicl beior ern mon e
ican migrant there. remigration poitica ociaiation in exico incding parti
n cmen, i  ron redicor o oliicl enemen in e , ile e 
leel o ru in oernmen in eico correond o o muc ru eicn mi
grant hae in .. poitica intittion a 2011. Idea deeoped in exico ao 
hae a proond eect on ho exican migrant incorporate themee into their 
ne  oliicl enironmen eir imored ideolo e e direcion o 
the ormation o their poitica idea and eectora participation in the .. a 
2013. A I arge beo a aorabe ie o a exico.. poitica nion and a bet
er uli o lie i  uncion o reioul unudied dimenion o rnnionl 
and identit poitic among exicanAmerican.

MEXICO-U.S. POLITICAL UNION FORGED

THROUGH IDENTITY AND LINKED FATE

I endore the trannationait approach to ndertanding the poitica behaior o 
atino immigrant in the .. and amend it b ggeting that a inedate dimen
ion o trannationa and identitbaed poitic operate in the ame a or ..
born ino  i doe or immirn rin rom e lierure on rnnionl 
poitica behaior and on the td o race and ethnicit in the .. I chaenge the 
caim that exicanAmerican hae o abandoned their interet in exican poitic 
or in exico.. reation that their on connection to exico i baed on a modet 
ctra anit De a ara and Deipio 1998. itating m theor o tranna
ionl lined e nd ino ideni on e ecrum o e red inere nd 
nit among a exicanorigin peope in orth America I arge that the idea o a 
oliicl union beeen e  nd eico i, or eicn in e , n imor
tant arbiter o hether exicanAmerican imagine themee and their experi
ence in e   more n iml culurl

Accordin o lir ener oll d, en ed eer e in  
pen genera to peope in their contr o ancetr aect them exican ee 
more o a trannationa inhip than atino o other ancetrie. eente per
cent o exicanorigin atino in the .. beiee that hat happen in exico a
ect them at eat a itte compared to the 3 percent o nonexican atino in the 
 o beliee   en o eole in eir on counrie o ncer 
ec eir lie o be ure, e roimi o eico nd e  nd eir red 
hitor proide a meaning expanation or thi reatie dierence.
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A an inormer o hared interet and the trctre o ie chance or ethnora
cil minori rou member in e , e ide  one indiidul e in lie i 
omeo conneced o  o e rou o ic n indiidul belon lred 
ell u  re del bou e connecion beeen ublic oinion nd mn oer 
dimenion o indiidul oliicl beior

h I predict: 

pothei 1: Indiida ith higher ee o trannationa ined ate are more ie 
o uor  oliicl union beeen eico nd e nied e 

rther acnoedging the ignicance o ied experience in the context o 
.. ethnoracia poitic hich entai the raciaied expoitation and marginaia
tion o exicanorigin peope and a atino/ipanic arca edoa 200 
chmidt et a. 2010 I contend that atino identit i an important inormer o the 
ie eicn in e  e ord or Americn oliic e rimordil 
aociation o a atino in the .. are ao compatibe ith a panatin American 
poitica phiooph. h I ao predict: 

pothei 2: Indiida ith a tronger atino/ipanic ethnic identit are more ie 
o uor  oliicl union beeen eico nd e nied e 

In the ooing ection I dic the data ed to tet the theor o trannation
l lined e nd ino ideni omenin uor mon eicn in e  or 
e oliicl inerion o eico nd e  

EMPIRICAL TESTS

e d ued in i nli re rom e lir ener oll ine  lir ener o 
othern oitic and ociet 201 a nationa re eded immediate ooing 
e  oember 201 enerl elecion e lir ener oll i  nionl, comre
enie ure o iude rerdin  brod rne o oliicl nd ublic olic i
e ith pecia oc on the ocioctra inence on the poitica ae o 
AricanAmerican atino and hite .. American in the .. oth. he po 
a adminitered b noedge etor an Internet re compan that in
clude  rereenie mle o  Americn in i rorier dbe, includ
ing repreentation o the rogh 30 percent o .. hoehod ithot Internet 
acce. In addition it coer the groing nmber o cephoneon hoehod 
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recent etimated at 23 percent o a hoehod throgh addrebaed am
lin e ure  conduced in bo ni nd nli nd oo n ere 
o 20 minte to compete. ith a tota ampe o 3 8 indiida aged 18 and oer 
it incded 1 021 ipanic/atino adt crrent reiding in the .. hi reearch 
examine the attitde and orientation o the 70 repondent o exican ancetr 
2 o hom are ..born and 32 o hom ere born in exico. 

Dependent Variables

he main dependent ariabe o interet to thi td agreement ith a exico.. 
poitica nication i coded rom repone to the re etion o od 
ou eel bou eico nd e nied e ormin one counr i i men  be
ter ait o ie or o In igre 1 I report the ditribtion o agreement and 
diagreement ith a exico.. poitica nion b birthpace. exicanborn immi
rn in e  e  ier leel o oerll reemen i oliicl union 707 
percent trong or omehat agree compared to the 2.7 percent o ..born ex
icanAmerican ho agree. or expanator impicit I code the dependent ari
abe dichotomo here 1  agree and 0  diagree ith poitica nication.

Figure 1
MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES SHOULD FORM ONE COUNTRY

U.S.-Born
(N=245)

Mexican-Born
(N=325)

Strongly Agree                Somewhat Agree

Somewhat Disagree        Strongly Disagree

24.7 38.0 20.4 17.0

42.4 28.3 13.1 16.1
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Independent Variables

I operationaie transnational linked fate,  deel eld lue,  ure reone o 
e ueion, o ou in  en enerll o eole in eico ill e 
omething to do ith hat happen in or ie i it aect o a ot ome a it
le, or no  ll iure 2 illure e leel o rnnionl lined e, in 
b .. and exican birthpace. exicanborn repondent hae a higher ee o 
trannationa ined ate than exican born in the .. I code the ee o tranna
ionl lined e  0  none, or oe o beliee  en in eico doe 
not aect them at a 1  o or a itte 2  moderate or ome and 3  high 
or  lo

Figure 2
DO YOU THINK WHAT HAPPENS GENERALLY TO PEOPLE IN MEXICO 
WILL HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH WHAT HAPPENS IN YOUR LIFE? 

WILL IT AFFECT YOU A LOT, SOME, A LITTLE OR NOT AT ALL?

U.S.-Born
(N=245)

Mexican-Born
(N=325)

7.5 32.1 32.6 27.8

20.3 28.5 29.2 22.0

A lot          Some          A little          Not at all

he panethnic Latino identity rible i dicoomou nd deried rom  ue
tion In genera ho trong do o thin o ore a ipanic/atino I code 
e reone o ronl nd er ronl ideni  1 nd neurl, no 
ronl, nd no  ll  0 e o indeenden rible o inere re cor
reated ith one another th: r  01, 01 rnnionl lined e i correled 
ith agreement ith exico.. nion r = 01, 01, nd ino ideni i corre
led i e deenden rible r  007, 10 
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Covariates

o contro or other poibe eect and expanation o agreement ith exico.. 
nication I incde another poitica identit ariabe in the tatitica tet. he 
me meurin nd codin ceme roducin e ino ideni rible i ued 
o ccoun or e ren o  American identity, ere 1  ron  Ameri
can identit and 0  ea .. American identit. A a chec on the ocia identit
baed expanation I poit I contro or the economic actor that might inorm a 
preerence or nication. Personal economic outlook i n ordinl rible rnin 
rom  ore  0 uure eronl economic ouloo o  beer  2 uure er
onl economic ouloo er conrol o eoreicl imornce o n ud o 
eicn in e  include U.S. Citizen 0  noncitien 1  citien birthpace/
U.S. Born 0  exicanborn 1  .. born Spanish-language dominance/angage o 
ure 0  nli, 1  ni e common ocioeconomic cor conrolled 
or re e female  1, e, leel o education and eaeed socioeconomic status
1  oer ca  pper ca. he decriptie tatitic or a ariabe ed in 
e iicl nli re reored in e Aendi

Statistical Tests

o tet or the hpotheied eect o exican trannationa ined ate and their pan
ethnic atino identit on the binar meare o agreement ith a exico.. poitica 
nion I e ogitic regreion to generate etimate o their independent eect. hee 
are preented in abe 1. In the rt mode a biariate mode o the eect o birth
pace I obere a tatitica ignicant dierence beteen exican born in exico 
and ..born exicanAmerican in their agreement ith poitica nion p.0. 
oeer a the ret o the mtiariate ogitic regreion reea thi dierence 
i ignicant mted b actor o more theoretica importance. ere I obere po
itie and tatitica ignicant independent eect o both trannationa ined ate 
p.0 and atino identit p.0 on agreement ith a exico.. nion hen 
controing or .. American identit economic otoo and other actor. ith the 
regreion coecient reaching a ee o tatitica ignicance thi proide corrobo
ration or the hpothei 1 and hpothei 2 prediction. ith repect to the etion 
o hether exicanborn or ..born exican are more or e ie to agree ith 
poitica nion the reera o the ign in the coecient or birthpace   .3 in 
the biariate mode and   .290 in the mtiariate mode render it a e e 
actor throgh hich to ndertand agreement ith exico.. poitica nion. 
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Table 1
LOGISTIC REGRESSION ESTIMATES OF AGREEMENT 

WITH A MEXICO-U.S. POLITICAL UNION

Bivariate Model Multivariate Model

Birthplace (0 = Mexico, 1 = U.S.) -.365 (0.172)* 0.290 (0.290)

Transnational Linked Fate 0.228* (0.104)

Latino Identity 0.476* (0.235)

American/U.S. Identity   -0.001 (0.233)

Personal Economic Outlook   -0.172 (0.150)

U.S. Citizen -0.304 (0.290)

Age -0.020** (0.007)

Education 0.004 (0.039)

Socioeconomic Status -0.322* (0.154)

Female 0.073 (0.195)

Spanish Language 0.747** (0.264)

Constant 1.481* (0.649)

Observations 570    527

Pseudo R2 0.01 0.08

X2 4.51* 56.79**

Log Likelihood -389.2 -326.3

Standard errors in parentheses* p<.05,  ** p<.01

igre 3 itrate the margina eect o trannationa ined ate and atino 
ideni en oldin ll oer rible  eir men, b loin e rediced 
probabiitie o pport or exico.. nication at each ae o the independent 
ariabe. exican in the .. ith no trannationa ined ate hae a 2percent 
ieihood o agreeing ith a exico.. nion compared to exican ith a high 
leel o rnnionl lined e or e ler, e lieliood o reemen i 7 er
cent. In the cae o thoe ith ea er trong atino identitie thoe ith trong 
atino identit 71percent ieihood o agreement are 11 percent more ie to 
agree ith poitica nion than thoe ith ea atino identit 0percent iei
hood. hee robt eect o trannationa ined ate and ethnic identit are ig
nicant hen controing or the ocia and economic actor.
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Figure 3 
MARGINAL EFFECTS OF LINKED FATE AND LATINO IDENTITY 

ON AGREEMENT WITH A MEXICO-U.S. POLITICAL UNION
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Figure 4 
MARGINAL EFFECTS OF COVARIATES ON AGREEMENT 

WITH A MEXICO-U.S. POLITICAL UNION
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igre  itrate the margina eect o the coariate age p.01 ocioeco
nomic tat p.0 and panih angage p.01. Increaing age and higher o
cioeconomic tat are negatie aociated ith agreement ith poitica nion: 
oder exican are cooer abot the idea o a nion than ong exican and pper
ca exican are e ie to agree ith nion than oer oring and midde
ca exican. he eect o another important orm o .. acctration theoried 
a panihangage . ngihangage dominance and meared b the angage 
erion o the re are ch that panihdominant exican are 1 percent more 
ie to agree ith a poitica nion than ngihdominant exican. 

ext I expain the btantie ignicance o thee tatitica nding to or 
underndin o or Americn relion nd rnnionl oliicl beior 
mon e reion eole o eicn oriin 

DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS

FOR NORTH AMERICAN POLITICS

In eeing to identi hat motiate the exican commnit in the nited tate 
o uor n ide in o e naftapte argment ator 2001 2011 o a po
itica nion I theoried that ethnic atino identit and trannationa ined ate 
pa e expanator roe in or ndertanding o pport or a exico.. poitica 
union  roc o underndin e ie o eicn in e  ord o
liicl union inole o e ie oliicl union in erm o enomen uniue 
to their hitorica experience. hat i gien the pchohitorica and ocioeconom
ic deeopment o exicanorigin peope in the .. lre, 1973 or nonexican 
 Americn nd or eicn in eico, e conce rnnionl lined e 
and atino identit mean er dierent thing i anthing at a.

hat tronger ined ate and grop concione deeop among coethnic 
ipanic/atino iing among each other ithin the .. i no noet ince their 
red cone nd eerience ere brin em cloer oeer ieie, e de
elomen o rnnionl ie mon eicn in e o counrie derie rom  
common e o lied eerience i mirion, elemen, inerion, nd olii
ca integration. hat i panethnic atino identit and trannationa tie are impor
tant component o exicanAmerican pchohitorica deeopment. 

e rojec o or Americn inerion,  ricl economic one,  lrel 
duiull dimied e imornce o ocie nd i comle ideniie in deerence 
o neoliberl economic ore n n ric o or Americn economic ine
rion or o  e o coneren or rllel lue, rnnionl lined e ell n 
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important tor abot ho exicanorigin peope throghot orth America hae 
aa been: a commnit bonded b a traditiona nationa character ataeda 
2011 that no on o an articia border. 

herea ined ate had been preio eectie empoed independent 
a a too or ndertanding opinion and behaior among AricanAmerican Da
on 199 Dai and ron 2002 atino nche and aoa 2010 aman 
2003 and immigrant in the .. nche and aoa 2010 here I itrate it 
tiit to or ndertanding o pport or a poitica nion that reect the com
pexit o exicanAmerican identit in orth America. eond a decription o 
tranaction ch a remittance ae Arango and go 1998 ohen 200 
ortina and De a ara 200 adinger opin and agaa 2008 or a orm 
o organiing materia interet ia hometon aociation caaRabadn ada 
and Rieraagado 200 adinger opin and agaa 2008 Ramarinan and 
iramonte 2010 exican.. trannationaim b a o a trannationa ined 
ate i a reiabe predictor o concione o a poitica identit. A I hae itrated 
here the exicanAmerican pbic pport or a poitica nion i inormed b 
i concioune ed on e relioni beeen rnnionl lined e nd 
exicanAmerican ie o poitica nion thi td main nding contribte 
o e lierure in uor o e rnnionli ie o mirn oliic or ei
cn immirn and or ..born exicanAmerican. 

he other main nding articated in thi td i that the panethnic ipanic/
atino identit orged in the .. i ao an independent ignicant predictor o 
pport or a exico.. poitica nion. he regreion anai reea that exi
canAmerican ith a trong panethnic atino identit are more ie to pport 
poitica nion. In thi regard tronger pport or a poitica nion among tronger 
atino identier itrate panethnic atino concione generating ot o inter
grop ocia participation and interaction adia 198. hat i panatino con
cioune nd ideni i  cl rou ic eicn in e  cn imine 
a poitica nion ith their compatriot in exico. rom the iepoint o exican
American ith a eetabihed and omented panethnic atino identit orged 
in e  cone, oliicl inerion i eico i more iminble

Among the tpe o panethnic tie that preai in the .. the primordia er
 the intrmenta adia 198 adern 1992 prit 1992 the reationhip 
identied here beteen atino panethnic identit and pport or poitica nion 
bo oenill e e oer o elin e menin beind e relioni A 
a contrct empoed intrmenta trong panethnic atino identit potentia 
rele o oinion bou oliicl union   mnieion o e economic nd ocil 
inerion  lred ei mon eicn in bo counrie in  rimordil 
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ie o ino enici, e conce o  communi o culure riu, 12 
pie to the miion o exicanAmerican ho baed on a hared exican ctre 
can eniion being a part o a ne orth American tate. hat exicanborn and 
..born exican aie ie poitica nion imiar rther adance thi impor
tant point. o be re atino/ipanic identit i a contrct ith a mch deeper 
meaning in the .. than in exico. hat I nd trong eidence o here i a tr 
pranationa regiona identit gronded at eat in part in a panatino concio
ne and commonait among the exicanorigin peope in the .. and exico. In 
thi arena o trannationa poitic the primordia ie o atino/ipanic identit 
reect a onger tradition o panAmerican identit and poitica phiooph embem
ic o imn olr iion or in Americ

eled o e ren o e ociion beeen ino ideni nd uor 
or poitica nion and a important to thi td caim and empirica nding i 
the nonnding o a reationhip beteen American/.. identit and pport or 
oliicl union  i, e ren o  communi o ino nd eicn culure i 
reated to the concept o a exican.. poitica nion not that ch a nion od 
reect AngoAmerican ctre. o thi end the aitoie natre o the degree 
o agreement ith a exico.. nion i critica. pport or poitica nion i tied 
o e condiion  uc  union o e ould ennce eir uli o lie ei
canAmerican hae decided ined the poibiit o a better ait o ie to their 
ene o lined e i eicn in eico nd o eir enic ideni ill, ou 
tronger ethnic atino/ipanic identit i a trong predictor o pport or poitica 
union nd e beer uli o lie  i enil, i i uncler, bed on  i ob
erabe in thi anai hether thi phenomenon among exicanAmerican i a 
nction o primordia tie that atino/thnic identit igna to coethnic exican 
or to the intrmenta ae o panethnic identit in the .. context. hat man 
exicanAmerican can eniion and een embrace the idea o a exican.. po
liicl union rou e lene o lined e nd enic ideni uor e ie 
that near a hacentr ater idea o a hicano homeand or a ran xico 
eld e mo currenc, inl e ren nd relence o uc ide e connec
tion beteen thoe idea and a better ait o ie or exicanAmerican ao g
get that the hae ome intrmenta ae a e. In the na ection beo I 
oer ome concding remar and ggetion or tre reearch.
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CONCLUSION AND DIRECTIONS FOR RESEARCH

IN NORTH AMERICAN IDENTITY AND PUBLIC OPINION

hi td oer a reh tae on the important etion acing orth America 
poitica tre and a rt attempt at ndertanding trannationa ined ate and 
panethnic atino/ipanic identit a orce o pport or poitica integration. I 
demontrate that both exican migrant and ..born exicanAmerican open 
themee p to the idit o identit and common ae. ore than imp 
rnnionl in eir ie, e re ble o reconcile e orce o eir rimordil 
tie ith the idea o a pranationa orth American identit. In thi regard exi
canAmerican are decided incined toard regionaim and deeper integration 
and ie it a a mean to achieing a better ait o ie. I it i et to exican
Americn o decide, en e ner i cler 

o be re a or preio ndertanding o exicanAmerican opinion and 
or Americn oliic  reeled, colr nd olicmer re muc beer 
acainted ith the cot benet and nintended coneence o ree trade and 
economic inerion n i e cor reled o  culurl, ocil, nd oliicl 
inerion in or Americ i ud reen reder i  oin o derure 
rom hich to rther inetigate the impication o a exico.. poitica nion. 
e er ne e ord endin een urer  e uure old or ei
cn in e  nd eico in erm o olic nd ideni re o deelo menin
ul  o meure rnnionl lined e nd ublic oinion ord oliicl 
union mon eicn in eico, nd o deeen our underndin o o ei
can in their on identit deeopment to the poitic o orth America. ith 
more ilble, oberble indicor o ee enomen, e ill moe cloer n 
eer to ndertanding the poitica and ocia deeopment o orth America. e 
ee in thi td ho the part o exico and the .. that gie them their exican
Americn rnnionl ideni re mo cerinl comible i deeer, oliicl 
integration. hat ao remain to be een i hether and hen orth American in
iuion ill cc u 
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APPENDIX

DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS MEXICAN-ORIGIN RESPONDENTS N = 570

Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min Max

Agreement with Mexico-United States Union 0.67 0.47 0 1

Transnational Linked Fate 1.35 1.04 0 3

Latino/Hispanic Identity 0.78 0.41 0 1

U.S. American Identity 0.58 0.49 0 1

Personal Economic Outlook 1.15 0.68 0 2

U.S. Citizen (1 = yes, 0 = no) 0.63 0.47 0 1

U.S. Born (1 = yes, 0 = no) 0.45 0.49 0 1

Age 40.30 14.19    18  90

Education (1 = no formal 
ed...14 = Ph.D./Prof. degree)

7.95 2.99 1  14

Socioeconomic Status 
(1 = lower class…4 = upper class)

2.26 0.68 1  4

Sex (1 = female, 0 = male) 0.51 0.50 0 1

Spanish Speaker (interview) 0.50 0.50 0  1
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